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[rom the public to the extent that many
n i that * pulxlie still ‘out there,” ex
et a theoretical sense. Academia itself is often
terized by 4 smue FiaDasm® with inter-oe
parimental vivalry and jealously prevailing (dis-
L= o b ) | 11 OIS0 S .::.t.t HO K Aol
| th pditician bul have their own mstantape
[ i es upon which they will expoun
i 0 FOp u I ~
Wi il what alout the poor old public
. | ! cover thiat they really don’i
’ 1w ho i thelr mitkman 1o their poli
\ f alier v 1 o1 hrar 1o the con
ira the & Liectuals" o paiign 1o make the -
g s respeel q istanding AMEericins
At i anti-intellectual
If we examine the societal structure. we [ind
| he lowor class trusts basebal, but not the um
res: bartenders. but not the whisky served by
' [ lishment: ther felow workers. but onh
" PP o thet wallsuck cmplavers Gand
mce thovre oft work, they don’t trust their fellow
workers anyvmorer. The middle elass doesn’t (rus!
he moaddle elas but sits around with s pecra
weerackine  abwul 1ts plight: 1ts members join
my  number of a variety of clubs. organizations
nd leagues, prolessimgz mutual assistance and spout
humanitarian adeals, but they will stab their
hest friends in the back 1o gel ahead and adulter
ooindiseriminatel \nid the upper cliss well
when you get down to ¥ (or up to them). whao
reall knows thineg ahout the upper class” |
don’t mean the parvenu weal product of the
AT ourgeoiste (ence a boyrgeois. alwayvs a hourge-
oist, but the honest-to-God American aristoerat of
vealth, rank and intelleet. In my estimation the
¢ a species unte themselves and not easily or
onveniently categorized
And what of the Biz Idea” Father Davis savs
we have lost, “the meaning and purpose of human
life In relation to a real order of objective and
'a cndent hed ™ Here Father Davis 18 beinag
true Lo his ¢olors in referring to an “objective and
transcendent being.” but why doesn’t he come right
ol and say what he means: God? Has that bhecome
ha O ou? Even tor the elergy? How vague
ntl tious can one by
\ lwavs, anyv roligious discussion treads on
ious bog and, as I tterated above, 1n the final
nalvsis and ecan be nothin2 but perconal con-
iction. Il certainly cannot be amalgamated into
' 4 ublic philosophy,” for all one has te dn
ook arouwnd 1o se¢ the orodoct of our demo
erat I which has (or had) as its corner-stone
m God we trust.” 1 don’t think we believe that
anymove, We obwiously den’t practice it as a na
tio We find curselves i Housman's “world 1
eV mide,” a world to which this "God” never
Sl i on which He has turned His bac!
We ask 1 God ex1s1™" Any wo may azr
[ hat thi feel he does But the comneidence of their
peliel cannot pestt the unquestionabhle exisience of
something we know not. We make a grave mistake
¢ lend to confuse feelings with reality.” what
ever that may be. Indeed we would all he hetter
ML i we knew God does or does ot exist. Biul
none of us has died (that we know of). and death
Lhe mnexorabl inevitability of Iife. no matte
one's stall or personal conviction. Until we pass
that  bar i no ssurance ther than
cmolio and how many of g honestly have that?
What do we have then? We have the greatest
nation ever to exist i all history, Or should 1 say
owe pad the greatest opportunity of any na
! \nd what have we done with 1t: ravaged 1
Ve I, and, as Dos Passos wrote in the Twen
L hought the laws and fenced off the
o and cut down the woods [or pulp and
turped our pleasant cities mto slums and sweated
the wealth out of our people This is not en-
tirely true, I quickly add. We are not all scabious
parasitic, ruthless monsters. There arve even now
many good people in America who have the will
and, hopefully, the strength to wrestle themselves
ottt of the impasse, who refuse to believe that thex
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the task be enormous, 1 hope it na

are confronted with a strangely neffective
hreed of politicians, many of whom, under the
vencer, are no more than malignant glorv-seekers.
\nd Machiavelli's words might well apply to our
present admogstrabion’s poliey, 1o wit: “Occasion
allyv words must serve to veil the facts. But this
imust happen in such a way that no one becomes
vare of i or. if it should be noticed., excuses
must be at hand, to be produced immediately.’
I= this not the essence of our present bureaueracy”
s modus operandi
Our churches and our religions should be 2
uniting factor (whether their tenets are true or
merely pragzmatie), but they feud constantly, and
instead: ol conjoining persist in their vain division.
thus eviscerating their unsefulness throungh sqquah
Lling, And vou delve deeply enough, vou discover

some among their ranks would saerifice anvihing

to oblain and maintain ceelesiastical order. For
example, Dietrich Von Nicheim. Bishe p of Verden
i the 15ih century, who wrote: “When the exis-
tence of the Church is threatened, she is relogs—d
Irom the commandments of moralitv. With unity
s the ond. the use of cvery means 18 sanchifiell
even cunmeg. treachery, violenee. simonv. prison
death. For all order is for the sake of thr- commun-
1y, and the individual must be searificed to the
common Jood.” Are there men of such belief ex
tant in the Church today? The anathema of fo-
talitarianism may lurk under any roof. Let us learn
IS dISgUIses

And let us look. now, to our sheep. for as the
man said: “there is still time, Brother.” Let us seelk
outl the infidels, those who do not hold that man has
the one thing left 1o which he may ching: individual
human dignity, Let us ponder, with all seriousness,
the lamentation of the Patrician Women, in St -John
Perse & “"Seamarks who asked (as we now must)
‘Dur books read, our dreams closed, was that sl
here was? Where then is the fortune. where the
i=sue” Where did it come to fail us. and which is
the threshold that we did not cross®
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Thurston N. Davis

“1f 1 wanted to destroy

4 na-

tion John Sienbeck wrote his
friend Adlai Sevenson in a le.ter
prublished by the Lopng Island news-
paper Newsday, T would give it
tou much and’ b owedld have it on
its knees. miserable, grecdy and
=ik o assvs M S.ein-
beek's wizoment the 0l all
levels (11! cle.y 1S rioaed”
atd has been eorrupted by Uoyni
¢zl immoraliy.” THE NILW RE-
PUBLIC ipviied comment hy the
Heverend Thurston N, Davis, edi-
or America magazine, and

o.hers. With the permission  of
EPrUBLIT, the
Tar Heel herewith
Davis™ 1
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sirong and vigorous per-

stricken in middle

Iifes,  we appear obsessed  with 1
aletul diagnesis which tells us we
are sick and will surely die un-

less we

somehow chanze the habi-

tual pat.ern of our lives. And, as
diseased people olten do, we talk
al great leng'h about the latesl
chance remark dropped by the
doctor. The malady is variously
described Columbia  President

Kirk's

[labbiness Alan

Gravson verdict is

tual

Spiri-

Drury in

Advise and Consent, writes of our
thme as the Age of the Shrug, and
siresses the “dry rot™” every per-

ceplive American senses in the ai
around him. Professor Charles A
Siepmann, who heads the New
York Cily branc¢h of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties  Union, de-
clared only the other dayv: “We're
breeding a new lvpe of human
being - a guy with a [ull belly.
and empty mind and a hollow
heart. [ see them walking about,
and 1 don’t like them one bit."”
All this gives added point to
John Steinbeck™s letter to Gov-
ernor Stevenson. To “dear Adlai.”
Steinbeck transmits his two lirst
impressions of the USA ol 1959
6 firs a creeping, all pervad-
g nerve cas of immoraliy’’
secoitd 4 lervous stlessness ;

a hunger, a thirst, a
something unknown*

rality

yvearning for

perhaps mo-
Then

ds

alterthoughts,

two  furthe HNpessions “the

violence, cruelty, and hypocerisy
sympiomatic of a people which
has too much,” and “the surly ill
€N that alfliets Tumans
when ey are  irightened.”
Mainly., Adlai. I am troubled by
the cvnical immorality of my
coutitry. 1 don’t think 1 ¢an sur
vive on this basis.”

Whire do we 2o o zather evi-

dence on our alieged decadence,

immorality and materialism? We
might piek up the tavel supple
men. m oot Sunday New York
Times, and glance al the mid-
winter ads for hotels and motels
along the neon-bright strip of M-

ami Beach, Here, in one

arity,

coneen
trated spree of vulg we move
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This sort of thing. 1 suppose, is

materialism, though it ‘is some-
named de-
the
are is-

all the
credited,

what oo obvious tg be
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the

cadence isn'l merely

Miamis ol that
sue. I Steinback.
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this moral miasma which allliels
us 1s well-night univesal. It is the
ilyv-now-pay-late urge. It's the itch
for the fast buck. for the irre
sponsible pleasure, for the short

cut to
ful
the inside
gimmick.
Know

e mentalily

power or pavola or pride-
the

It's

srack,

status clever dodee,
the deal. the
the we

“*fil-
but

guy
who'l L. It is the
have the fun,
aveid the lung cancer or the

nancy. It is the

preg-

omuipresent ven

o push the

somebody else oul of

ame the fellow who's

To

agamn

thing fluote Profes-

Siepmann "This ameo-

ralby is endemic. Soeiely is shot

through with it. You'd be amazed
at how many students said Char-
les Van Doren was rizht. Anpy
thing for No. 1

How does

one go abow! corrup:-
ing the moral strength or weak-
ness of an entive society? Crime
amd  delinquency  statisties,  the
divorce rate, the blisht of POrno-
graphy. the rising rate of illiziti
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HAVE WE GONE SOFT?

mate births. the high incidence of more about the lot of -Puerto It lisicn and the State University Half a dozen years ago, in his
broken 11__'.11{‘\ the surge ol men ca H Our = having done University ol Michican Press, essay on The Public Philosophy,
tal illness, - percentage of vouth our excoriating. we wert P 1553 Where does man rank in Walter Lippmann mssted that
roeced by dhe armed  sevices, pazed W sacinice a slice or ow he order of being, if there is an cur “pluralized and f[ragmeniing
' * " ™ ¥ . % L L . 1 e
phenomena like the curcent prac-  time or a touch of our comiort to  order of being? What is the nature  society a paublic philosophy wi
tice of cheating in collcge o the common 2ood of the {reec world of man? Is it of a piece with the cemmon and binding principles
aminations—these and other ca o and the rizhunz of injustices and nature o ths® cosmic universe? must be salvaged and reinstated
and studies give some sori of an iefuilies here at home s i he understood in terms If we fail to revive and resior
laats,. Whal else 1S necaed? . . of the laws of the universe, what- the consessus weo once possessced
A 14 . ‘ At e g e hen the
-5 : ever they may be? Or Is there a Lippmann wanred, «. Lhen the
Eugene Kinkead, an editor of t :‘ =i l : l ) C 1 der ; S« o
7 i lifference between man and the free and dernocratic nations (ace
The New Yorker, has wriiten a o ¥ E . ) . . L s s )
| ' it . ; . rest of nature? Is the nature ol the totalitarian challénge withou
book entitledl In Every War But that <pon be overtaken. _ ) 53 ¥ L
¢ i man spiriiual in a unigque sense a public philosophy which Ired
Ore 'Novon). Tt atiempis to an- e the pusposeful ; _ = . N e .
! t i I What 15 man’'s destiny? Is 1t to men believe in and cherish, witl
alyze the handreds ol cubie vards  Sov l ! ve honestly sa . e, : h hawv re of
: s e found and fulfi'led bevond no publie faith bevond a mere of
wodocuimenis that the Department ouy [ n lation o! Ged . _ i e .
me in “another world™? What is  ficial agnosticism, neutrall’y and
of the Army assembled in ils feariny o or ourselves : ~ = i
he “‘sense history? Does his- indifference. There 15 not mu
St dly eripus vt to find on and ot < s and our i fog = - . . Ro. - N
I L - tury have some Kkind of [inality doubt how thez struzgle 15 ik
whal wead wrorg wih American the harves [ ¢ sips and owr : _ S B = : -
z " Or 5 ih nolion of *finalily to end 1f 1t lies belween those wi
r.suners-of-wa I Kourea., Kink- WLt T » Oy g . ) ) )
: F . : meaningless? What can a man believing, care verv much—ar
ead reveals. amid muaceh  other nothing but a camovflaged lu 0 ; : - s
bt teoil AN - know Wha! do veu mean when those who, lacking beliel. cann
data, that the 2209 Turks who wer cling gn to the VEry Pos- = .
i ‘ . : . vou say, 1 know”? Are there care very much.
L | tured and nlerned in Korea SUsSSiuns we protesl are our un- . . i
L . : ! varving degrees of knowledge and ) ; . n ,
all managed Lo survive their imy- doine? There is reason to siusDig - s We know from the chapier he
: : : \ : : edrtitude? Can man's knowledge . : .
prisooment. and nol a single ane tha, 1t iv be the latler, that we : . - conlributed to Waller Lippman
Neahor . " I i . - and love reach re: that are ! : .
became @ collaborator, One-third are reallv worried about is that ; and His Times 'Harcourt, Brace
- L . g transcendent (o the world ol mat-
oi our boys, on the other hand, Lhe whole kit and caboodle of om P a volume published last vear o
: - - R ter, space and time? Is there a _
became collaborators: and 357 smerican way of life—missiles to = i TN honor Mr. Lippmann on his-sex
2 o . ! x e . God? What 15 God Dees Ged e - y 2
of ihein died. The Army found that credit cards, Cadillacs and pap- . entieth birthday, that Professor
‘1 i | have a care for man? Has Gad . : :
Gl's often abandoned fellow-Anier- il c z Arthur M Schle singer, Jr W3
3 " enlered the world of human his- . : )
104 who were wounded: they to - - more than a little scandalized b
0 . . : lory lp accompli=n a redemp- ) ) .
eursed their ollicers: the strong Ve i . ¥ the stress the veteran columnis
. I . tion What is meant by ‘“'salva- : :
tcok feod from the weak: in cer- ed etidy placed on the necessity of shorin:
i e By 4 tion”"? What is meant by [reedom, : R p .
w21 CASEeS Americans =ick with it ouisel = <«in (IR R Ry : up tne pubiic phiglhuj?!‘.:{ a5 a
q 1 { justice, order., law, auwhority, 4 = :
veaenlal'y were rolled into the ] y condition of the survival of ous
1 Vo 0 rouble 15 not simply 1at power, peace, virtue, sin, morality, . . i 8
cold to die: and this was den i : ) : L socie.v. Mr. Lippmann had wri
. sumie Americans has ir condi- rekaion’ N 3 i > o
nol by their Chinese captors, but ) ! i ’ = ten: ‘1 do not coniend, though |
. Erilne . LT " ) . oners nt I N = g thal ain - .. A - ot . -
by fellow Gi's. Turks, howeve: ' ‘ Just now, in the United States  hope, that the decline of Western
: . . nereasing number of putl Zens . : . -
kept a high morale, shared tfood l , . ) and throughout the Wes., lhe e society will be arresled if the
arsed thoie b emate are makin nents on 2 . _ ; .
and nursed their sick back  to : 15 obviously no consensu. as lo teachers in onar schools and un
v 1 | | - 1A% ! -
1 ilil CAn . CTUISerS e nmumaoer is . 3 ) : A M
neadin . . . how these and similar gqios lons versities come back to the grea
and will remai imiled: even m - ; L . . :
- | : . & are to be answered. Thete s no tradition of the public philosophy
Heaven knows, the mmage of  our litent soc there is still ] : % . y
e . , . X s even a shared language of words wul 1 do contend that the decline
America thal is refraced through plenty of personal poyverty. The RS . : ) :
. . | i R : and concepls with wi the se- which is already far advanced
these and other available statis- ublization « transcending and F 4t Y
. . . . parate components of our socic.y cannot be arrested if the preval
tics is cnough to shake the maost mas.erin naterial  possessions . ’ _ )
g _ : i might begin to be cble lo discuss  ing philosophers opposed this 1
complacent ol ns. Nevertheless, 1 ¢S harder on the lew than i . ez ==
e e o them. Yel, as recently as 75 years storation and revival
the picture is incomplete, The biz, an the many The crasse i ;
it : o ago. in the academic world as However, as Schlesinger’s
bold headlines—ah, dear, [reedom miaterialism. the ore
' ! S : well as the realm of public al-
0l ”Il' I‘I't‘\". '\'Il.\ us anout ]ll_’ uniea as a re 41 problem lor the ) . [ Jt".iu!’l (!U:nunstr;j"(-\ ”‘Wl he 1=
ol e, AR e N y fairs, the ancient herl age of such _ _ _
mad bombers, arsenisl, sex man najorily . , dnet< of Dot alone in his appraisal of Lipp-
. : o ] words and concepls, products of 2 : :
iacs, kidnapers. juvenile nmoorder P . . - (a1 mann’s thesis—iie acaderaic world
. junk 2l xirtinnist I'here 1. however a subtler the scholastic tradition, was still TN _
CEt JRESICS S RN SR ATEL R . is nol as yvel in the mood to accey
=S . .- , preblem whicn does t h us a in uneasy but de facl s possession. o ; ‘_ > :
among us. They rarely highiht . . vy ; | the responsibility for the difficult
. It goes by various names and | Foday, except in somie of our col- ) p—"
the millions of hard-working and : UL A , : bhut still feasible task of retoring
) A i 4 P all the following things Jt onc leges, the lines hal once bound us
dedicated peopie still in the lard ) ) - wvhat Lippmann calls “a common
- S B 1 loss of faith, an oubfuscation ol lo thal heritage hae been broken. ) .
surgeons, nurses, nuns, c¢ivil s conception of law and order which
" Al Bl ey reasan, a latlure of nerve a 1055
vants. artists, soctal workers, p . o Oace the ancieat words and possesses a universal validicy
- T ! . ¢! coniidenc an intelleciual and . _ E -
lic school teachers clergymen, five : idas had been wi .ely diseredited.
. oovacuun fatlue to main - 5 qaptime. eae esh week al
men, policemen truck drivers, iy 1I | ) a new lexicon of discourse took Meantime, cach fresh weck a
an on 2rip on the blg ldea abou e $ F our now le .ul ‘NS DOS!
seholars—and I"!";"‘ every {II 141 L X - heir LJ:.‘_lLl_" It was a tongue which month of our now ltII nenng
i % it SElVes  and '.“\ \ -'.'IL'.: we o - : o vy AT O SOTV 'S
dispensable fathers gnd miothers ) hgd been coming into more and modern experience erve )
s nauit . . sharpen the issue ;:
of growing families more common usage since the 18th  SOATPED 1€ ISSUC ani d““_ '
7 I . ; 3 it rzaency. If we are really
Then. oo cortalnl aroma: ol What is really wrong, 1t seems Century. the language of Mod- S urgenc are -
LI L a certal aroma ol X i = ) - . Far ki i acant i
Stiotiiny Secs af tim into 10 me, has to do with our loss of ernity—eol science. eaperimental- T ed to Fll the presen :
't NS reeps il HCs L § . - - i - _1 b " S le
; : 2 . this Big Idea. by which I mean ism and positivism. Uniil almost W€ 1‘*“1 rediscover the wo
these  discussions, making it all ; begin to conceive the ideas
ihé Taa St to A Biip our lopsening grasp on the mean vesterday, who would have dream- s : 3
the ofe dililcuil 1o assess ol . ; 4 L Shinh To stk nnes assrenléhs B
fruesorat Staliee: 0 14 well 1D and purpose of human life in ed of dispuling Medernity”? And which to ask once again the Pi
true orai stature & ol Wwell : : L 3 Ed st el WnEs!  nnaral
ha fone without the tears and re.ation to a real order of objec vet, though it was so firmly in Questions that every geners
nave aone vilnout the Tears ant > = : 2 . nnst  answer M n waivahl
e R Mot vl ive and transcendent heing Owm control just a little while back, must answer. Thus, conceivab
congratulatory salves ihat greeted : g o if time is given us. we may e
_ ey ] problem is that we no longer know  teday, in Father Murray's phrase SO S AR ey,
voung Van Doren’s public conies = ) - i reclaim the Big ldea 1f war is !o
it who or what we are. We no long Modernity is “‘dissolving in_ dis o L L d o L
sion, which to many, by the way \ : 12
: ) er colictively 3ce ourselvs as a enchantment The disenthrone- important to bhe left to the =z
wins the mos! mereiricious inci : .
dent in the entire quiz-show mess people Hound tozeiher by common men: has created a sitrange new erals. this present dilemma
: ! e atlirmations, comm assump- situalti ¢ rt of ideolcgical in- ” a At ¢ —
Tohn ‘Coglet, i theCounioneal. natio C.« 0N assump situation, a sort of ideological in ours is ‘oo terrible to be entrus
. v : tions, cominon lovalties o a cony- terregnum. The seals of ligitimacy, .
said Van Doren “did his greatest = i : , eals _1 ’ A ed o the proliessors
e mon  shared miverse of valoes so ¢ speak 1ave disappeared )
mischiel and was guilly of the ” ' ) ' s 0 to speak. have ppudre
. : O NeAars  wi nave viewd this Iron i1s head and toneue T o
most shamelul abuse of  publi g luval ¢ viewd th rom its head and tongue, Though
; : \merican pluralism as a product it <til exercises a kine P
confidence. not when he accepied ] | @ produc l =till exercises a kind ol k.\li €
- 4] Our ir¢eedom and as a source fager government 1 ) F ver-
money under false pretenses, buol : b 5 ker government in our univi
when he made his belated con . ”,'h“l:“‘t. Strength. Now s sities and e¢lsewhere, the modern
: TER > . lowly dawnng upon us that | i : '
fession,”” which, he went on, while Iy : diom of posilivism 1s reenacting
. . ) ) N c¢an become a2 debilitating disease
humble™ in the approved TV and ol el : the old story of the emperor’s
p _ S A Fhis malady, which is now epi -
Madison Avenue manner. “reeked _ Piho
: . demie, alfects rich and poor, e
with pride, . .
young and o t 1s as though all " . tirye '
I «oun ind old, 1 i nough all It 1s this \Hi_hi\'u turn ol events
And, franklv, are we doing any al once we had lost our identifi- .
batler 41 eentinely unburdenine = in the world ideas, this break-
better at genuinely unburdening  coion papers. To make matters : o £ l
. wn i . 1<y Wy APy S 3
our consciences than Van Doren ) Wi ) down of the flimsy consensus of
2 s worse, we have not oniy iet the - " "
dicl?” We feel clean and noble when | . Modernity, that has brought us o
: .1 ‘ g laea slip away, but il 1S no )
we excoriate the matenalism l i x Sl that condiiion of moral vacuum
. N g (e (s longer polit¢ or even permissable o B , ) .
around us. We manage lo pin the I which' John' Steinbeck and. othes
blame on some scapegoat—work to ralke any of the Big Questions ) ) HAVE YOU
== g 3 ) _ _ yerceive and deplore. More o ’
g wives, or the New Dezal o men have alwavs asked about the ) | : . REMEMBERED o
. " ) less clear we t av Ticcal » that
high taxes, or John Dewey and Bix Idea less clearly we today realize th
?.__‘ s e e
the teachers collegses — leavine a post-moedern era has cem BUataraatarat ety ]
very little responsibility al our What are these Big Questions menced and that we are enlering . )
T oAy ' . T=t ¥ . . > . 3 .
doorsteps. Our excoriations would  which. in the contemporary at- il In a state of intellectual naked ¢
be far more convineing if we woere N ¥ o Eisnsatl Ao ~ : 3 :
b . : X ; Mospl e ol ou olircial apnosti- ness }‘-“. prossing need for some -
readier wilh tax dollars for de- _— : { - )
) - : CISI, My HEe assed and answered ser: of revival of the nuhl! 5 1
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