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A Case With Some Serious Overtones

Last meht three stadents wem
hetore the Studenmt Council on a
charge ol violaning the  Campus
Codde by raasing o Hag on the U=
versiy Hag pele withoot authori-
FMIMTRIE

I s case. s most students know,
ts one ol the strangest thar hos
srisen i camptis pucicnad cirddes i
e some e It challenges
MEANY ONIstINg }nnrtit‘lll- i [Hdl*
al vulings, and it poses a new and

extremels ditheult "lu’.lh'nl

lhe tost problem  that  the
Comna il muost lave s whether o1 not
the phivsics ! act ol rasing the flag
was a4 violation of the Code which
ashs that Carolina students conduct
themselves i oa manner thatr befis
ceutlemen at all nimes

Is it an ungentemanly  act o
ratse 2 Ltag on a poele that custom-
artly 1s used solelyv for the stars and
stripes: Would it be ungentleman-
et raise a Contederate tlag? The
'nion Jack? The North Carolina
State Flag:

I the Stadent Council mam-
vans that 1o raise any flag without
authorizat'on s a vielation ol the
Code. then 1t s within s bounds
e censuring  these students o

thel JUT IO

But of 1t vules that the tlag n-
s ll must be i some way antagon-
istie tor the betrer mterests of the
student bodv and the Universin
in mder thar the action be consi-
dered o violanon of sad Cronle

Working Toward A

| e attermath ol the stmmit
conference has been almost as an-
pleasant as the conference itseld

Nikita 8. Khrushehey, Premie
ol the Union of Sovier Socialist
Republics, has used the vesults of
the mecting as ; -..]:rnv.;tm.nd 1o in-
ternational attention and the turth-
erance ol the Soviet propaganda
NS

He has Hown o hery  rages
agartnt the United $States. using
the U-2 mcident as the major bai-
thog ram. He has compared the
Presiddent of the United Stares 1o
a thiel, called him a "fishy" triend,
accused him of  rtarpedoing the
meetings, and charged the United
States with making overtures to in-
ternational warlae.,

Many Amernican observers have
‘\ll',:}_:l'ﬂt'(l that a remark that \lip'-
ped off the Premier's tongue,
which he referred to mrernal So-
viet troubles, mav contain the clue
tor the meeting's break-up.,

Ihis seems hoth possible  and
nnpossibile.

Fhe tree world has long prided
tselt on the assumption that it has
the beuter svstem of government,
and has telt that the peoples of the
Commumist world have great de-
sires to rebell from the voke ol ty-

then it has ~|1]:]w\l from the realn
{fo the conerete and angible mto
the vague and unsuare.,

lo iy these students on the
hasis o the meaning ol the Hhg s
to ey them on ther adeas, and
\immertcan trachinon and the Ameri=
can Constitntion do not allow this
\Hli 1o (in s woneld }u‘ liy lu!!ut‘tl\'
to the hmitarion ol thought m an
academic communinny which we so
hatieriy u]r]?lnl"

We do net teel thar he }n!u\l. il
wt committed was a violation ol
the Campus ( ode. 11 rasing a flag
iy 4 violation, then many acts which
hererolore have been Iv.lwul oli
must be constined as vielations.

And we do not feel that  the
Council—or any court. fonr we e
not singling the Council ot I
damnation — has the night 1o cen-
sure anvone tor the pst of o his
thouahts.

Joseph McCarthy did s, and
while he was in operat on the na-
tion was in sad shape. And the enl
resitlts were not good

We do not agvee with the meth-
od these stdents used o express
therr views, although we know that
many of the things they were 1=
e 1o sav have muach validiy,

We suwoest that these students
ave not euathty of viclation of the
Campus Code. Perhaps More Sahl
world st up thely evvor by sav-
iy they are - sutlty of bad aste.

Better World

Under Khirushchey the Russian
people have steadily gained small,
bt signilicant  hreedoms.  They
hove been doled out like Chrast-
mas presents, few and tn bherween
but appreciated when they arnve.
I'hey have been little things like
Ametrican travelling shows, wide
selection in women’s wear.  and
stmtlar mnovations.

I hese are things we take tor arang-
ed, but 1o the Russian peaple they
are manna lrom hesven. And they
serve 1o ratse Khrushehey's home
\Ill)'"“f.

Yes, it is possible that the small
amount ol information  that  has
reached the Ruassian people  un-
adhulteved has convinced themn that
thev should overthrow thenr dic-
tator. But 1t s move hikely that the
only trouble Khrvushehey 18 facing
is within the confines ol the Com-
mnmist Parey aselt o withan the
govermnmment.,

Ihe point is that what Khrush-
chev reallv seems 1o be doing i
1o ege the hree world, and parti-
cularlyv the United Stares, into a
position in which 1t will look bad
10 the uncommitted rations and
the Soviet People. A great prop-
azanda victory s needed by the
Sovier dictatorship o follow up
the U=z incident.

TRE DAILY TAR AL

Carl Apollonio

Books And Colleges

The following lefter was sent in reply
te a form query from ‘the past Presi-
dent of the National Councils of Teach-
ers of English, whe is “engaged in a
study of the status of the teaching of
English in American Schools.” The let-
ter is reprinted here because in the
opinion of the editers it is a coheren
and perceptive criticism not only of this
university, but of higher education in
America; and, by implication, of our
culture. This seems a healthy nele on
which (o end the school year.

Mr. Apollonie offers the following bio-
graphical noe in prelace to his leiter:
“1 have been in retail book business
since May. 1958 and speat five years
in a small New England town, Bruns-
wick, Maine, where my shop was the
principle outlet for books., A major
part of our trade came down from
Bowdein College (men’s liberal art, 800
hundred  student, very high quality.)
For the past vear and a half 1 have
been here in Chapel Hill as mannger
of THE INTIMATE BOOK SHOP, the
only retail bookshop in this area. As
yvou knew, “he University of North Car-
olina is quite large (something over
76 students) and includes a medical
and law school. so 1 think we can give
a fairly accurate indication of reading
tastes at a large coeducational institu-
tion." —Ed,

There is little doubl in my mind that

students are buyving more books now than

they did even as recently &s Six or seven
vears ago, but the reasons for this are
hardly as fospiring as it might appear
atl first glasee. The paperback revelution
has made it possible for [aculty members
to requive stidents tespecially in Epglish
Coursest to buy as many as 10 or 12
borks per semester, each book costiog
fittle more than a dollar or so, whereas
formeriy the praclice was 10-require on-
v one or twe books. say a gencral anthol-
ogy of the period under study, plus a
basic reference grammatr book. Today,
the fat anthology is op the way out in
favor of the cheap ‘in price, not qualily!
paperbacks, so that a student will read
hasically what he oace read in an anthal-
ogy, but will nuw repd 1t in len or more
hooks

Obviously. if the student buys a dozen
hooks. picked by the professor, he will be
buving morc of the quality noea-fiction
hooks than before.” But 1 would have to
emphosize that o omy opinien, mest ol
these purchoses are under duress. 50 10
speak, There is wo doubt that more stu-
dents are heing “exposed to quality liter-
ature by having to enter a book shop in
order to zet whal the professor has ve-
quired. Unfortunately, in too many cases
the attitude is “Give me the cheapest
and thinpest beok with the largest type
face” 1 peolly wender how many slu-
deats  are develtping  serious  veading
s in the modern American Univer-

the pressure of athleties, socal

entz and ROTC. the atmosphere 8 dis-

tinetly  wieangenial for the mtrospeciive,
caricus anmd brood ng type of student. The
vouns person of stong basic characler
who 1 received @ early grounding in
his hoame is going to continue to read A

small minority more will develop this
fove of 2ood books 2s a result of chance
contact with a good teacher who some-
how managzes to fiad time to encourage
the student. Too many facully members,
however, rve involved in “‘research” aor
administrative  work teommittees  on
parkice problers. eie) and more and
more ¢, the gradiinie <“urtents who them-
selves ave preceeunie] with egetting their
own graduate deoreer This leaves the
student precise'y noahere. i think the
real tragedy in our educaticaal system
is that no one seems 1o recognize thal
first-rate classroom teachers, who care
only abont aspiring studes's, are oar
oreatest asset, and vel very [cw upive:r-
sities that 1 know of are in aay Wway
recognizing and encouragiage this kind of
teacher

Overwhelmingly, the emphasis is on the
Ph. D. degree and oa the published arti-
cle. The phrase “Publish or Perish™ is
far from a joke or cliche. If we expect to
judge our society critically, then we must
step looking for cheap and easy yard-
sticks with which to measure our students
and teachers. We must stop the commit-

tee form ¢! idolatry and get back to the
realizaiion that solitude and lack of pres-
sure are essential if we expect to develop
keen intelligences. We must also face up
to the fact that a man can write 500
pages and [ill the pages with impressive
looking charts, graphs, statistics - and
footnetes is no measure of his true worth,
Thomas Jefferson, Charles Darwin, Karl
Marx. and Albert Einstein did quite nice-
Iy without recourse to these sometimes
usetul, but too often misleading, aids.

There is no question that quality pa-
per-backs have had a tremendous impact
on buying habits, but, as outlined above,
the reasons are not what they might ap-
pear at first glance. One of the most
insidious developments in recent wears
has been the growth of the bleming,
colorful, college “bookshop™ with its
tremendous stoek of “Student Aids™ —.
faney plastic notebook covers, slick pen
and pencil sets. colorful outline series.
guaranteed to reduce the wisdom of two
thousand years to 96 neat, topical pages.
well sprinkled with slick maps, illustra-
tions and “tips” on how to studv. The
“mbrchandise™ manager with his ability
to exploit the student with his “plus
sales™ of tee-hirts, beer-mugs, fraternity
decals and jock strap straps has moved
i in foree.

The serious book, outside of the re-
quired text book. has almost vanished
hecause of the relatively low profit mar-
gin. College students today are big busi-
ness and every season shows more znd
more clever sidelines to be sold to the
student. promising him more shorteuts
so that he can [inish the assignment in
half the previous time so that he will
have more free time for the foothall
same. the student paper, the fraternity
rushing program. the dance committee
and ad infinitum

Worse yet'. the profits (and thev are
huge) from these “"Super Market-Type”
aoperations are too often diverted to no
non-scholastic purposes-athletie scholar-
ships. improvement of parking facilities,
ele. Still worse, the managers of these
eperations are often on a salary-p'us-
commission basis with the result tha!
more profitiable sidelines are constant'v
encroaching on the serious reading ma-
terial.

I am afraid that students today d»
not “have better tastes in reading than
before.™ To begin with, 1T don't know
what “taste” is supposed to mean. 1
suspecel that taste is too often dependent
upan what Madison Avenue decides it
ouzht to be. Witness the multiplicity of
advertisements every week in the vari-
ous “literary"” supplements, promoting
Fine Bindings (for $1.98, postpaid:.
Great Art Course for only $2.95. (you
paste in the stamps yoursell.) Witness
the TV courses which promise to teach
one to handle the Russian language
after 12 half hour sessions.

More and more students get to col-
lege without having learned even the
rudiments of the English language, with-
out heing able to write legibly, without
the slightest conception of the differ-
ence between Algebra, Caleulus and
Geometry.

They have, however, had plenty of
course in Life Adjustment, Group Co-
operation and Social Adjustment, plus
innumerable hours on Praetical Arts for
Express Living. History is now Saoecial
Studies. English 15 now Language Arts;
mathematics is Number Skills. 1 en-
counter co-eds every day who are “ma-
joring”’ in Education. They will go out
to teach Language Arts and will be to-
tally ignorant of Charles Dickens, Mil-
ton, Moliere, James Thurber. William
Shakespeare, Dostoevsy, A. A. Milne,
John Stuart Mill, Plato and all the rest.
Worse vet, more and more of the teach-
ers of Education are themselves ignor-
and of these, whom I call in my supreme
conceit. “basic writers.”

“The better things of life” which you
mention is a phrase which is epen to
scrious  differences of interpretation.
My wife, a high school graduate, is de-
vated to the music of Beethovan and
Mozart., The wife of my closest f{riend
i1s a college graduate, she is devoted
to television and watches it for several
hours every day. Her husband, a fine
voung architect, is devoled to science
fiction and TV Westerns. There are noi
a dozen good books in the house, Their
“taste™ is as legitimate as my own,
which runs to non-fiction, model build-
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ing and any kind of music from rock and roll io

students are
habits of reading good books, ete. The
Bookseller's Association. 1 am sure,
to supply you with statistics concerning
ing habits of American adults. As I recall only
about 7% of us read even one serious book a yvear
This society is a mobile and restless one. depend-
ent, it seems to me. on noise in some form for its
“relaxation.” The outboard metar, the power lawn
mower, the social club in any of ils manifold forms,
t“e vicarious athletic contest ete. Practically
ing in our society is oriented so as to encourage
the individual to isolate himself from his “droup.”
While 1 would hesitate
proach to this. I would sayv tentatively that prople
who do isolate themselves
a few hours a week, are looked upon as slightly
we would not have

developing

eccentric, else
mass-picture
harmless, but useless. Albert Einstein himself fitted

pervaring
prolessor”
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this popular lmage to the Nth degree — long hair
thick glasses. i(ll-atease socially. He even playved
e violin — long the butt of jokes for politician:

and radio comedians. Stangely enough, Mr. Einstein
somehow found time to formulate the most sigmi
ficant and devastating natural laws of this univesse

I think that the popular magazines, with their

shallow and hali-way approach are as guilty as
nv other single definahle entity. The content ot
057 of these magazines is condemnation enough
wi ine reading habits of this nation. At present,
there 15 a trend toward more serious reading mat-
ter in the popular magazines. 1 would like to
think it indicated an awakening 1o the problem
but I doubt ii. There is an emphasis on “science”
— even liltle children are taught to blow seap
bubbles in the classroom so that their teachers will
he able to show, the parents that they are “scientifi-
cally oriented .

In summarsy. as ! have written this, the c"éﬁ.}'ic-
tion has been growing in me that the questions You
ask me are not really relevent to the issue. You
ask for “Statisties”™ as if the problem counld be re
duced to several neat tahles, -

Unfortunately, there is a widespread mis-béliel
{fwhich 1s fostered in the educational system) that
knowledge can be reduced to a series of numhers.
When s Physicist. Mathematician of Chemist uses
this approach with reference to certain limited
phyeical problems. he may be justified. if he ‘has
the intellectual training which will enable him *o
recognize the dapzers involved, When the Psycholo-
zist. Sociologist. Educationalist or Anthropologist
uses it he is in great danger of attempting to reduce
the human braip to the level of an electonic com-
puter, If the vilal truths of human existence could
be handled in this fashion. then 1 doubt that there
would be any need for you to ask your guestions
because we would not be humans, but merely ma
chines.

What has been lost in this century is an under-
standing of what was once meant by the term “Hu
manism.” I can’t define it here, but I would sug-
gest that anvone who is concerned with these pro-
blems should read (or re-read) Revoll of the Masses
by Jose Ortegav Gasset. Brave New World and
Brave New World Revisted by Aldous Huxlev, The
New (Class by Milovan Djilas, The Federalist Papers
Hamlet, The Republic. the poetry of John Donne
Robert Frost. T. S Eliot, Robinson Jeffers, the
writings of John Stuart Mill, Karl Marx, apd all
the other books which at one time were considered
important in the great universities of the western
world. before these things were supplanted by the
textbooks in the many schools of education, busi
ness administration and psyehology.

A very fine professor of English at Bowdoin Col
lege once =said 1o his class, "““No poem wias ever
written hy a committee.” 1 submit as well that no
areat novel was ever written by a committee, nor
did Sor William Osler, Leonarde Davinei, Sir [ssac
Newion, Hembrantl, Albert Schweitzer, Ghandi, Sta.
linAlbert Einstein. Ernest Hemingway, or Mozart
ever need the help of a committee for their con
tributions to the waorld.

Until we are willing to stop crucifving the very
men and women who have, in solitude, anguish
and introspection, made it possible for us to drive
air-conditioned Cadillacs, there is little point in
cempiling more statistics to elucudate the obvious

Yours very truly,
Cariton L. Apollonio

Letters on Wolff

Open letter to A. Wolff:
Mr. Wolff,

RE vour latest ereation. ‘Oedipus At Caroling’
Allew me to extend to you my deepést sympaths
There are these of you, psendo angry men, who

) c _ = - unfortunately never see anything beautiful in life

rarmy and join the free nations. Fhere 1 little defense lon lll}' ; _ [ e s ' It is truly a pity. You should write for “Time.
United States as far as the spying is CHARUE BRowN ,6 SUDE CHAR“E LS _-\:.. OH, You BLOCKHEAD.’ People like you must live in a special hell. Piease

And while we have prided our- concerned, but we can and must v " ¢ ’_“’ T e, ~ — . - — '_‘i spare us your hyperbol~ )

sehves on this assumption,  there continue to conduct ourselves with 5 TRY]NG To STEAL HOME“ - ' J A e T v el = Sincerely,

have been no rumblings from Rus- the integrity and dignity that the 2 7N : i M > Sl "\\. QD (I/;’\r e - TN 5 To the Editor: 2o B

8 or hey ‘J".”,i"* since the Hun- President di"Pl" ed in Paris. 1 we g ' %% ZE‘Q'\ N ﬂﬁ , T, \ N \.«’ ‘:c;—-:'i\‘{ L\i“ b : lJ f-{- }-u:::-r}na-r-r;: review’” of OEDIFUS: I woyld

garian revolt. Khrushchey has not do so. 'l"".r will be no charge le- = i \gw;‘?-"}gﬁr ¥ ,‘ ; : . p Vi : o — -\\— % ¢ w' \_,-“.-.- = _S' suzgest that vou sequire a critie whe is mature

been a bhad leader, and he has un- velled against us that is valid, and [ ,"i._ A o et A8 NS : SV A ALY e .'.\.'.‘ E s A ES 2 ""l A enough to know the difference between fair ap

doubtedly  been  better than the rest of the world will under- E&mi 3 NS [ . N A Cete L' ',‘-'\:___‘-J L praisal and vicious contemplt

Stalin. stand this as well as we do. — — : S T et B = s 53 Keai Jurgensen




