‘Shay’ begins Tuesday

The making of a new p

by Kevin McCarthy
Features Editor

To be successful, every play requires the loving attention of the entire playmaking
g,roup—_—from the playwright to the set painter.

Yet, if there are any two artists who are the driving, creative force behond Shay,
the first Caro!ma Playmaker production of the spring semester, they are playwriﬁt
Anne Commire and director Tony Giordano.

After observing a staged reading of her play last summer at the Eugene O'Neill
Memqnaf Theatre Center in Waterford, Conn., Commire has come to UNC to see
Shay in full production. Professional freelance director Giordano is here at her
request.

“‘It feels very good to.be here,” Giordano said. “There's free time to experience
and explore. The cast is very disciplined and extraordinarily cooperative.” In

professional theatre, he added, the cast has far less time to work so hard on a
production.

The playwright is also enjoying the relaxed atmosphere at UNC.

“I find it very easy to rewrite down here,” Commire said. “But it’s extremely
difficult for the full-time students to get all the new changes.” Most of the changes
are nitpicking ones, although, Act 11, Scene 11, the dramatic confrontation portion
of the play, has been reordered.

“I find it very difficult to write the dramatic,” she said. “I have a tendency, like
most comics, 10 go too far with tragedy. 1f1 really wrote what | thought, it would be
the weepiest play in history.™

A native of Wyandotte, Mich., Commire attended Eastern Michigan University
and following graduation taught “Ancient history, American history, English,
journalism and six hours of hall duty a day” in a Michigan high school.

She then took a job with a Detroit publishing firm for which she later wrote
approximately 1,000 biographical sketches for her book, Something About the
Author, cited by the American Library Association as one of the outstanding
reference books of 1971,

In 1967, Commire applied for a-job with Meadowbrook Theatre, a professional
repertoire group located at Oakland University, Mich. “They asked me if 1 could

“Ispecifically set out to write a play that would
be a total challenge for an actress. I'm very
pleased about what might happen opening

night.” — Playwright Anne Commire

sew. | laughed insanely and said absolutely not.”

She got the job as wardrobe mistress at $90 a week. “The lady said it was so
refreshing to hire someone who didn't claim she could do everything,” Commire
said.

The following year, she worked with famous lighting designer Jean Rosenthal in
New York. But, as she says, “lithing design was not my idea of heaven.” So, she
decided to come out into the open and end her “cute game as a closet writer.”

“My fear of the big-time lessened when 1 walked into New York.™ It's just one
more step, she said, like going from high school to college.

Then, in 1969-70, Commire wrote her first drama. “l decided 1 quit my job, eat
tomato soup and write my first play.” The following year she wrote two one-acts,
entitled Matinee Ladies.

Commire began writing Shay in the fall of 1971. It is the story of a mature,
introverted woman who has done everything society asked her to do—grow up,
marry, raise a family—and has done it well. The dramatic conflict arises when her
children try to change her: e

ysetoutto writea playthat

Shay is a challenging role; Commire said-*| %ﬂmqﬁ :
would be a total challenge for anl actress. Beverly' fIcy) is meeting the challenge

beautifully. I'm very pleased about what might happen opening night.”
Giordana also had nothing but praise for professional actress Bentley. “She’s

carrving a fantastic part. And she’s doing a phenomenal job on a very difficult role.

it's the kind of role you only cast stars for or make stars from.”

Director Tony Giordano

And Giordano should know: he's been in the theatre business since prep school,
where he directed and acted in student productions. ,

After graduating with an M. A. in drama from Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C., Giordano toured across the country with a repertoire troupe. “It
was crazy,” he said abont the experience. “When it was all through we hated each
other. But it was fun to travel, learn to be an adult and attempt to be a professional.
We even thought we were good.”

He then taught English and drama ata Long Island high school for five and a half
years before taking a job as artistic director at the Islip Art Theatre for the State

" University of New York at Suffolk.

He is also resident director of four playhouses in eastern United States and has
been nominated by the New Jersey Drama Critics Association for Best Director for
his work on Funny Girl, which played this summer at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
New Jersey.

Unfortunately, the award ceremony is Tuesday, the opening night of Shay.

“1 haven't decided if I'm going yet or not,” Giordano said. “I'm vain enough to
want to be there to win it, and 1 guess | better get used to it if I lose. It's nice to get
feedback occasionally.” :

Commire agreed. “1'd sometimes even appreciate a Good Housekeeping Seal of
Approval,” she said.

Commire was happy to see her play read at the Eugeme O'Neill Memorial
Theatre Center this summer. She views writing as a selfish occupation unless the
writer lets others see his work. “For the first time in four years,” she said, “1 felt like |
had given something back.”

Commire and Giordano are looking forward to seeing the Chapel Hill audience's
reaction to the play. The world premier of Shay at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the
Playmakers’ Theatre is kind of a test for Commire. She hopes to see whether or not
Shay is as universal as other artists have said it is.

But Shay has a future after its conclusin at UNC. ACT (American Conservatory
Theatre) in San Francisco will stage the play in April starring Sada Thompson, who
won a Tony Award for Best Broadway Actress of 1972.

Furthermore, New Zealand and Australia recently purchased the two-year
option rights for the play which will be produced in the Twelfth Night Theatre in
Brisbane, Australia.

Would she like to see Shay reach Broadway?

“That’s what we’d all like,” she said with a grin.
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Brand-new radio drama just like it used to be: great!
A different show every night. Produced by Hi Brown
who did “Inner Sanctum,” “Thin Man” and many

the host. Check local radio

We'll try
to
help.
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1972/1973." Sponsored by Bread & Roses.
Today at 7:30 In 11 Murphey. Thursday at 11
a.m. in Carroll Hall. Admission free but
donations requesied.

Three Chaplin shorls,
Screen,” “The Flreman” and “The Rink."
Wednesday at 7:30. Chapel Hill Public
Library.

“Modern Times,” the first in a series of
Chaplin flims sponsored by Chapel Hill Film
Friends. Chaplin is the definition of film
poeiry and this fiim is perhaps his besi
Absoluilely not to be missed. Funny and
extraordinarily endearing. Sunday at 2, 4:30,7
& 9:30 in Carroll Hall. UNC students $1.

Concerts
Kris Kristofferson and Waylon Jennings.

933-5407
12:00-5:00 Mon.-Fri.

the USSR and East Europe in the Ers of
Detente.” Thursday st 7:30 in Hamiiton Hall.

A variety show, “Give Them a Hand,” with
13 performances by forelgn students, will be
held Ssturdsy at 8 p.m. in Memorial Hall.
Admission 50 cenis.

Iinternational dinners will be held
throughout the week at 6:30 p.m. In the
following times and places:

—French dinner, today In the Lutheran
Church.

—Latin American dinner, Tuesday ai the
Newman Center.

—indian dinner, Friday at the Chapel of the

Cross.

—German dinner, Sunday at Craige
dormitory.

—Chinese dinner, Monday, Feb. 18 at

tickets may be purchssed at the Union desk,
Carr dormitory, or al Ledbetter-Pickard on
Franklin Street. :
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