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Thriller: fast and loose

“Harlequin,” by Morris West. William
Morrow and Co. $7.95

“If you don't like the beans, don’t open the
can.” growls an underworld connection in
Morris West's latest thriller, Harlequin. It is
good advice to his potential readers. The
beans are international terror, political
corruption and financial intrigue in 4 world

- No mere coincidence, this. Once
recovered, Harlequin et company set otit to
exoncrate themselves, prove Yonko the
framing, ambitious liar that he is, and restore
the bank's image in the world market. Paul
Desmond, narrator of the book and
Harlequin’s right-hand man, soon discovers
an unbelievable international code of deceit

Book

and violence. He finds that his gang can't

review

with weak laws and weaker morals.:

Tl:lt? book follows George Ha'lequin.
sensitive, civilized and eminently Kkeable
owner of an established Swiss bank.|who is
near death in a Los Angeles hospita; as the
story begins. While he lies helplessly ifl. Basil
Yonko. evil mastermind of the cofnputer
firm that programs the bank’s operations.
mak_es two moves: he bids to buy out
Harlequin's bank, and he reveals tTat his
computer check-up shows that Hatlequin
:;:s embezzled $15 million from his own

nk. i

fight clean and win against a world full of
dirties: it is terror for terror.

Desmond encounters a host of dubious
characters—Israel agents of death, Arab
liberationists, Zionist journalists, distrustful
FBI men, other greedy bankers and hit
men—who are all hungry for slices of money
and power. Corpses pile up on both sides in
his world of computerized genocide as the
tale races to a predictable conclusion, It is
easy to identify with the anxieties of
Desmond, who is the most human character
in the book. His lightly-held principles of

Y to offer courses

The Chapel Hill-Carrboro YMCA will be
offering a large selection of craft couryes this
semester. Many of the popular classes from
past years are being continued, and deveral
new courses have been added. Prospective
students may enroll at the YMCA office on
Spring Lane. !_

Basic Jewelry Making: Monday, 7-9 p.m.,
beginning March 25th for 8 weeks. Y-
Members: $16. Non-members: $21.

Batik: Monday, 7:30-9:30 p.m.. beginning
January 13. Members: $16. Non—meinbers:
$21. ;

Bridge: Monday. 7:30-9:30 ‘p.m.,
beginning January 13 for 8 sessiofs. Y-
members: $16. Non-members: $21. |

Children’s art: Saturday, 10-11:30 a.m..
beginning January I18th for 8 weeks.
Members: $12.50. Non-members: $17.50.

Guitar: Tuesday. 7-8 p.m.. beginning
January 14 for 8 weeks. Y-Members: §10.
Non-members: §15.

Gymnastics: Thursday, 4-5 bpb.m.,
beginning January- 13 for 14 < veeeks:

-Members©520. Non-members: $25.”

e-evaluation counseling: Wednesqay. 9
a.m.-noon, beginning January 15 for 8
sessions. Y-Members: $25. Non-merbers:
$40.

Hatha Yoga: Several classes beginning
January 13 for 8 weeks. Members: $12. Non-
members: $17. :
Interior decorating: Monday, 7:30-9:30

A\
:
|

i 2 hours FREE

¥

-{

D

g S O A AT =) ol BT e TR e

s including

\ T e TS iy T AP e (LS = T,
G B e e N RS o S > . R e
i

hr}aphic class

- > . > =
— e e e

p.m., beginning March 24 for 8 weeks.
Members: $16. Non-members: $21.

Beginning bridge: Wednesday, 7:30-9:30
p.m., beginning January 15. Members: §16.
Non-members: $21.

Karate: Several classes have already
begun.

[.adies ' physical fitness: Tuesday and
Thursday, 7-8:30 p.m., beginning January 14
for 12 sessions. Members: $9. Non-members:
$14. Babysitting will be provided for 31 per
session.

Needlepoint: Monday, 7:30-9:30 p.m.,
beginning January I3 for 8 sessions.
Members: $14. Non-members: $19.

Painting: Tuesday, 7:30-9:30 p.m.,
beginning January 14 for ¥ sessions.
Members: $16. Non-members: $21.

Painting: Tuesday, 10 a.m.-noon,
beginning January |4 for 8 sessions.
Members: $16. Nom-members: $21. |

Pottery: Several classes have begun for 14
sessions. Y-members: $16. Non-members:
$21. !

Quitting and Patchwork: Wednes&ay} 7-

L §

9:30 p.m.. starting January IS for 6 sfssions.

Y-Members: $16. Non-members: $2].
Tapestry: Tuesday, 7:30-9:30 'p.m.,
beginning January 2lst. Members: $20.
Non-members: $25.
All classes except for interior decorating
and needlepoint will be held in the University
Presbyterian Church.
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enlarger time.

PHOTOCRAFT

Darkroom rental service.
Featuring al? Simmon-Omega Equipment.
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Darkroom facilities and equipment rented '. the hour.
Processing time only—Washing and drying time FREE.
Darkroom Chemicals Provided— Supplies Available.

FILM and PAPER processing available.

Both COLOR and BLACK and WHITE facilities.
FREE Mounting Facilities.

COMING SOON—Complete Studio Facilties.
Come by—chat about photography.

Open 11 a.m. --- 10 p.m. Mon. -- Fri.
217 Elliott Road (Next to Riverview) 967-81563

integrity are quickly shattered in the cold,
agll_'uh world. But although he becomes
disillusioned and cynical, he cannot embrace
the political creed of terror, so he leaves the
banking world to the Yonkos and the
assassins who will always remain,

_ Harlequin is not the highly-touted thriller
it is advertised to be, but neither is it boring.
It is only loosely compelling. a diversion
novel to be read in paperback late at night in
the Holiday Inn or between flights at the

airport. It reads quickly, because it moves
quickly.

And it moves quickly because of its style:
all verbs and no adjectives. As in any thriller.
speed is the key element, which results in
hardnosed. rapid-fire dialogue. Every
character is revealing important secrets or
making a quick deal, so that the book reads
like a polished, terse cross-examination:

** You're an idiot," said George Harlequin
mildly.

“*l know it. You can have my head ona
dish if you want it.’

“*I'd rather have the facts, Jose.'"

West's attempts at simileare pure terror in
themselves: “Bankers are like sea
ancmones”; or “Kruger thinking was like a
stone crusher masticating gravel.”

In addition to his rapid, unadorned use of
words, West further entices the Book of the
Month Club patrons with a parade of
international characters and places. He

" moves his exotic pawns in a global game of

intrigue which would leave any home-bound
housewife drooling with disbelief and envy.
Such extravagance also permits him to
pepper his bare-bones prose with cliche
phrases in foreign tongues.

The most worthy element of Harlequin is
its theme. How far can law be manipulated
and perversely used when it is ineffectual and
when “great corporations have no morals”
outside the law? It is a sobering thought, a
chilling world, when death is a banal event,

an expedient means to an unfulfilling end.

Morris West has written 11 other books,
including The Shoes of the Fisherman and
The Salamander, the predecessor to
Harlequin which was also in the thriller
mold. Such a meld often depends on mere
action, and not substance, for its sales,
wasting valuable insight fggsheeg spegtacie,
as West wrote in this book;, “Politics and
money make a very explosive mixture.” He
lights the fuse to this particularly relevant
theme, but it just makes a lot of noise and
finally fizzles out. With a smooth resolution
to such a bleak web of terror, West himself
emerges as the harlequin, leaving us teased
and amused but unsatisfied.

T i oy
ol “1

A L
-

o
i

9a.m.—5p.m. Sat, *‘ |

TRIED TO MAKE
FRIENDS WITH
THAT STUPID
CAT NEXT

: 1 COULD SHOW HIM My 6000
[ | | WILL BY EXTENDING MY
PAlL IN FRIENCSHIP..
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Your '
Texas Instrument
calcul#tor

headquarters.

Come in and
get yours now!

Texas Instruments

dlectronic
calculator

T|-2550
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FULL FUNCTION MEMORY SYSTEM. Stores and recalls sub
stals and results of previcus calculations, stored numbers can be

eated!

FIVE FUNCTION CAPABILITY. Adds Subtracts. Multiplies Di

vides. And percen key to calculate percentages. taxes. disCounts

AUTOMATIC COMNSTANT. Multiplies or divides numbers by a con-

stant number aumatically. eliminating the need for a chain

constant switch

' Student stores—‘‘on campus’’

- Texas Ihstruments SR-11

elecironic slide rule calculator

or 230V/50 Kz
= carry case. converter
charger inciuded

« powerful scientific
portable which features
constant and pi(=) plus
= . V/x x? . H/

on-a-chip” integrated
circuit

» portable or AC
operation; charger
input either 115Y/60 Hz

+ light emitting diode
display shows B-digit
mantissa, 2-digit
exponent, and 2 signs

and scientific notation  * MOS/LSI “calculator
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Texas Instruments

electronic
slide rule
calculator

FULLY PORTABLE, SLIDE RULE CALCULATOR. Easy to operate the
SR-10 allows most calculations possible with classical slide rules
but with split-second accuracy.

RECHARGEABLE NI-CAD BATTERIES FOR LOW-CO$T QPEHATIION
AC adapter/charger included to charge batteries m!rﬁ» I'-",j..lal :‘;J‘
lator from housetiold outlet. A swi on the AC adaptle
charger to permi* coeration on 50 Hz

BUILT-IN REL!AG.LITY. Bright

play with distin isy-to-rea

componenis and a calculaltor-o

stale L
~peration

loang. trouble-
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Algebraic keybord. Accuracy to 13
significant digits, display rounded to 10
digits. Answers in less than a second.
Single function keys for finding powers,
roots, factorials, logarithmic, trigonometric,
and hyperbolic functions, for sum and store,
for converting answers to scientific notation.
Features never before available at
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