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Arms: a fantastic collection of Rodgers and Hart songs, som

There's a lot of things to like in the current Lab Theatre production of Babes in
Arms: a fantastic collection of Rodgers and Hart songs, some fine

Kathleen Phelan has directed with an obvious affection for the genre and
certainly merits praise for this mounting of Lab’s first musical. She managed to
make the comic timing and business of the on-stage scene at the close of Act Il
coalesce into the funniest Lab scene ever. Opening night, the audience was ready to
roll in the aisles.

The play itself is characteristically simple: a bunch of theatre apprentices have to
fight the theatre owner for the right to produce the original revue which they’ve been
rehearsing all summer. They eventually resort to desperate tactics and put their
show on stage. Instead of the expected Southern drama, they achieve that golden
kind of success.

Although one cast member has trouble concentrating and continually breaks
character to stifle a laugh, most of the kids are delightful. David Shepherd presents
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Rick Sebak
Zany lab musical delights audience

Valentine White, the aspiring composer-lyricist, as a smooth and personable kind of
guy who might actually get away with having two girlfriends at once.

Valerie Deibler as Susie Ward, the first of those girlfriends, sings her heart out
and proves a power in short-shorts. Mary Munger, playing Jennifer Owen, the
other girlfriend, establishes herself as an able comedienne. The sincerity she is able

'to maintain throughout is wonderful, and her wardrobe is incredible.

Comic exaggeration is a tricky business, but Greg Vines manages to hold his own.
As Lee Calhoun, “Mississippi’s answer to Tennessee Williams,” he is dastardly and
operates on just the right level of outlandishness. When he and Mary Munger meet

on-stage in The Deep North, Calhdun’s latest drawling drama, the result is
magnificent.

Ben Cameron bumbles and fumbles as Gus Field, a charming fool of an
apprentice, and lights up several scenes with an incredible energy and sparkle. Alec
Donaldson is excellent as the cool and confused Boy-Wonder Broadway producer
who takes an option on the revue.

Kathy Dawkins becomes incredibly convincing as Jennifer's mother, who teams
up with the coldhearted theatre owner (played by Tom Haas) to fight the
apprentices’ aspxmuons

The most intriguing and satisfying protrayal in the show is Carmen Flowers’
Bunny Byron, the woman who must fight to keep her half of the Surf and Sand
Playhouse. Even thought Flowers sings some of the big numbers, her presence on-
stage and her convincing ease of characterization are just as memorable as some of
the timeless melodies. This is first-rate musical comedy acting.

The opening night production had a weary first act, but a crazy and classy second.
There was obvious trouble in picking an era for the show, which has been re-worked
and re-written several times since its original form in the 30’s. And althought the
incompatible costumes are bothersome at times, the real problem seems to be
something else.

American musicals traditionally accept success as their theme—the big brassy
solid kind of success that somehow transcends all worries baout money. That
razzle-dazzle shimmer of success, obviously (and understandably) too expensive for
the basement theatre, was highly conspicuous in his absence.

I admire the courageous aspect of Lab—that daring foolishness that lets them try
to re-create the excess of a Broadway musical by stringing Christmas lights around
the light bar and that lets musical director Barbara Downey pretend her pianoisan

orchestra. There’s no denying this was a valiant attempt, but Babes in Arms never
' knocked me out with its magic as 1 hoped it would.

fraternity rush
IT’S AN INDIVIDUAL’'S CHOICE.
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Berlin in the 1930'sand a appealing
hedonist named Sally Bowles. (Plaza 1, at
2:30, 4:45, 7 and 9:15 p.m.)

“Freebie and the Bean™—(Plaza 2, at 3, 5:10,
7:20 and 9:30 p.m., $2.25.) o

“White "—Moonshine violence; a

flop two years ago. (Plaza 3, at 3:10,5:10, 7:10
and 9:05 p.m., $2.25))

Late Shows

“The Sugariand Express"—Goidie Hawn
turns Texas on iis tail as she kidnaps a
highway patrolman so she and her husband
can get their baby back from the weifare
people. Steven Spielberg, who is 26 years oid
and direcled “Duei” on TV about a truck in the
desert, makes his fealure debut with this;
good reviews all around. (Carolina, Friday
and Saturday at 11:30 p.m. $2.)

“Take the Money and Run"—Spolty, as ever
with Allen, but definitely worthwhile. (Varsity,

Friday and Saturday, 11:15 p.m,, $1.75.)

NightLife

Tiffany's Lounge—“Logan County” will
perform today and Saturday. $2 cover charge.

Foxcroft Club—"Steve the Dream™” rock
and roll show from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. No cover
charge.

Town Hall—“Rockfish” will perform at 8
p.m. today and Saturday. $1 cover charge.

Cat's Cradle—"Home Across the Road" will
periorm at 8 p.m. ioday and Saturday. Cover
charge.

Bad and Co.—Folk guitarist Frank Dodini
will perform from 10:30-12:30 p.m. loday and
Saturday. No cover charge.

Royal Villa (Raleigh)—Jonah Jones and his
quartet are performing nightly untii Sunday,
Feb. 2, Call 782-4433 for information. .

/VUSIC

The George Shearing Quartet will perform
at 8 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 2 in Memorial Hall.
Tickets, $2, are on sale at the Union desk,

Flamenco guitarist Carios Montoya will
perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 4 in Memorial
Hail. Tickets, $2.50, are on sale at the Union
Desk.

The Julliard Quartet will perform at 8:15
p.m. Saturday in the music room of the East

Duke Bldg. on the Duke campus. For tickets,
$4.50, call 684-2005. The Quartet will aiso

LEAVING CHAPEL HILL
FRIDAY BETWEEN 4 p.m.-5p.m.

LEAVING CHARLOTTE

SUNDAY BETWEEN 4 p.m.-5 p.m.
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 968-4464

office.
Soprano Jenny Harriman and planist Patty
Applegate will perform at 4 p.m. Sunday in the
East Duke Music Room on the Duke campus.
Admission is free.

Forum

Psychic Ricahrd Wolle will speak al 8 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 27 in the Great Hall of the
Union. Wolfe will also show a film, “The
Ultimate Mystery."”

Economist Milton Friedman will speak at
noon today in Page Auditorium on the Duke
University campus. Admission is free.

Hedalre

The Lab Theatre presents “Babes in Arms”
at 4 and 8 p.m, today and at 8 p.m. Saturday in
06 Graham Memorial. Frée lickets are
available at the Lab office on the south
mezzanine of Graham Memorial.

The Carolina Playmakers present
Tennessee Williams’ "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 30 through Sunday,
Feb. 2, and Thursday, Feb. 6 through Sunday,
Feb. 9. Tickets, $2.50, are on sale at the
Playmakers business office, 102 Graham
Memorial, or at Ledbetter-Pickard downtown.

The New York Theatre Co. presents “The
Fantasticks” at 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 30 in the
Great Hall. Tickets, $1, are on sale at the
Union desk.

The UNC Opera Theatre presenis Rossini's
“The Barber of Seville” at 8 p.m. Friday, Jan.
31 and Saturday, Feb. 1 in Hill Hall. Tickets,
$3, are on sale at Hill Hall.

Two performances of “Fiddler on the Roof"
will be at 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday in Stewar!
Theatre. For reservations, call 737-3105.

Auditions for the Surham Savoyards'
production of “Princess Ida" will be from 1:30-
5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 26 and Sunday, Feb. 2 al
the Allied Arts Cenler on 810 W. Proctor St. in
Durham.

The Alvin Ailey dance troupe will perform at
8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 6, Friday, Feb. 7 and
Saturday, Feb. 8 in Reynolds Coliseum on the
N.C. State campus in Raleigh. Tickets, $1.50,
are on sale at the Union desk.

Anyone wishing to contribute an irem o
Kaleidoscope should contact the Features Dep.
of the DTH by phone (933-1011) or by mail
(Features, DTH, c.o. Carolina Union).
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR INEXPENSIVE AND CONVENIENT
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

SPOT PICK UP AND DELIVERY

ROUND TRIP ONLY
$12.50

Tar Heel Cab Co.

The World Renowned
Flamenco Guitarist

“Astonishing Virtuosity . .

FLASH!Art Supplies Now At Ledbetter-Pickard

New and now at your favorite Franklin Street stationery and
supply store: We're carrying a nearly complete line of famous
GRUMBACHER supplies. If you need something we don’t
have, tell us and we’ll special order it. We welcome all your
suggestions for what we need to stock to keep our Chapel Hill
artists happy. Come visit us soon.

942-3374

“Extra Brilliance.”
. A Phenomenon!”
“Such Consummate Artistry Is A Rare Experience!”
“Roused His Audience To Thunderous Applause!"”
‘““Subtle, Amazing Virtuosity Simply Unbelievable!”

A Carolina Union Presentation.

Tickets at Union Desk only.

- New York Times
-Het Parool, Amsterdam
-Aftonbladet, Stockholm
-New Daily, London
-Frankfurt Allgemeine

Tues.,Feb.4 ® Memorial Hall

- In conjunction
with Fine Arts Festival.




