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loday 1 clection day. |1 1s a day for exhortations about
the democratic process and one's responsibility to take part
in our system of government so dearly won more than 200
vears ago. And it is a day for denunciation of apathy. But
most of all election day is a day of failure. Aflter all the Mag-
waving and prodding is over, only 30 percent will have trod
to the polls and done the duty to which every citizen pays lip-
SErvice.

Although we believe in all the altruistic and noble reasons
to vote. we offer you today a practical reason to join the
enfranchised 30 percent. It's a rather simple rule you'ye
heard many times and in the case of politics it is painfully
true: If youdon'tlook out for yourself, then nobody else will,
Translated into the vernacular of the political scientist the
old adage means that our system guarantees you the
opportunity to be represented. but it does not guarantee you
representation. You have to take care of that yoursell.

Why should you want to be
represented? Because the water you
drink, the buses you ride, the parties
vou give and the looks of the town
vou live in can all be affected
significantly by the répresentatives
wha will be eclected today. In
Carrboro, the issues are buses, lair
distribution of public services and the
right of students to vote and
participate in town government. In
Chapel Hill, there 18 the noise
ordinance. buses again, voter rights
once more, parking problems, the
ongoing war between the University
community and town residents. In
both towns, there are growing pains
that must be soothed and long-range
plans that must be drawn
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['he 30 percent who vote today are the citizens who will be
represented in both towns. With the extreme factionalism
that divides the towns
dwellers.
liberals versus conservatives, blacks versus whites in some

University community versus other
permanent versus temporary residents,
no one can afford to spurn his or her right to he

open-minded and
leaders to heal the wounds and nurture the

Fhe Daily Tar Heel has putlorth a group ol candidates we
leel can both adequately represent the needs of the
University community and the town as a whole, We feel
these candidates can provide a healing influence and a
positive leadership Tor the two towns, In Chapel Hill, we
endorse Gerry Cohen, Marvin Silver, Bill Thorpe and Bey
Kawalec for the four open seats on the Board of Aldermen.

In Carrboro, we recommend Bob
Drakeford for mayor and Doug
Sharer, Braxton Foushee, Sherwood
Ward and. Nancy White for
aldermen. All of these well-qualified
candidates have shown concern for
students, faculty, staff and
townspersons alike,

We realize these individuals are
not the only good candidates. but we
leel they are the best. Whether you
agree or not, we hope you will make
vour opinion known today. Not just
for the town and the good of the
democracy. but for yoursell too.
After all. they are your
representatives — or at least they will
be il vou make use of your franchise
today
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I'he major amendment on the Nov. 8 ballot, of course, is gubernatorial
succession. The amendment would allow the state's governors and
lieutenant governors to run for second consecutive terms of office. Public
debate over succession has raged for nearly a year, and there is no need to
recount the arguments for and against the amendment. This newspaper has
supported gubernatonal succession throughout its most recent revival. We
feel that North Carolina’s chief executives have been lame ducks long
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We think it unwise to endorse the balanced-budget amendment, and  take them all
encourage every voler te opt against it. Those who support a
constitutionally mandated balanced budget may live to regret it
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Currie — fond memories as ‘Mouth of

“But one night they told me the sportswriter was
sick and asked me to cover a boxing match, Well, the
sportswriter plaved a dirty trick on me. He died. So | became
i sportswriter 1

The highlight of Curnie’s sportswriting career was making
i minor league baseball pitcher mad enough to beat the
feathers out of him while at the same timeé making the
townslolk mad enoughito turn his car over. " The guy went lo
Duke, il that savs anything.”

He then began moonighting as a radio man. " They needed
& man to read sports on the local station. and since the job
didn’t pay anything, they picked me,”

Currie left the sportswriting business in 1946 when he and
the Enterprise managing editor got into a bloody fist fight in
the newsroom. "1 was 22 and he was 56 and he wore me out
He beat the hell out of me. | was velling*l quit’ the whole time
while he was velling *You're fired." "

Next was a Winston-Salem radio station where one
alternoon Currie told baseball listeners that a player-
manager who was having a poor day pitching “has just
reheved imsell on the mound.” That was tollowed by a radio
wventure back in High Point where he and a partner made
enough money i three vears to buy two weekly newspapers
“11 took us all of six months to lose our $20,000 and another
$20.000 thai I'd borrowed on those papers,” he said.

He spent seven years with WRAL in Raleigh but after
conflicts with the management, he moved to Wilson, where
he hegan working with Ray Reeve on the Tar Heel Sports
Network. He moved to Charlotte and WSOC-TV in 1963,
where he staved until more office fireworks prompted his
mose o |‘\th‘.‘lllgh

“I don't know how to do anything else,” he says of his
lengthy career in sports broadcasting. "1 don't have a college
degree; |ocan't teach school. I'm oo cowardly to be a
policeman, too tmid to steal, too lazy Lo work.”

Folks who know Currie. however, testify he's not as inept
as he claims, A lot of people think he's not really sharp
hecause of the way hecomes off on the air,” says former LUNC
Sports Information Director Jack Williams. "But actually
he's biilliant. He can talk on any subject. He's very well
read,”

Curric and Tar Heel baskethall coach Dean Smith used to
get into extended discussions on many topics other than
basketball. “We'd never agree on anything,” laughs Currie,
who met Smith at side-by-side urinals in the Kenan Stadium
press box in 1958, "It got to where 1l we did agree on
something, it would scare me, Dean would have all these
liberal ideas about everything, and I'm so farto the right that
stull that even Barry Goldwater wouldn't say.”
Currie 15 well read in Plato, classics and philosophy. He

also an avid writer of murder mystenes but hasn't
detective magazines in years

tributed to the

“We've had a lov of murders lately in Pittsburgh, Twelve

irls have been killed in the last Tour months. The trouble is

day you can’t write a story until after they're convicted, or
ued. But | guess 'm just too lazy.”
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cover. And he doesn'vcarry a pistol around with him like he
did in Charlotte, “Pitishurgh’s safe, and I've learned a 16¥ as
I've gotten older. | go by a principle of 'Afghanistanism.’
Fhat means if you're going ta jump on someone, don't jump
on anyone near you, | never second guess the players and
coaches around Pitisburgh: 1ean’t play and | can't coach so
howam | going to second guess them?

He has, however, criticized Baseball Commissioner Bowie
Kuhn a number of times. *1 used to give him particular hell.
I've compared him to 4 dog walking on his hind legs.” One
time Kuhn, all 6-foot-7 of him, picked Currie up and hung
him over the third deck of Three Rivers Stadium in
Pittsburgh, saying, “You son of 4 bitch, I ought to drop you
right now.”

“He let me down then,” Currie says, “And we had a couple
of drinks. He turned out to be a delightful fellow.
Tremendous. [ told him | thought he was being a sportabout
it all, and he satd *Bill, I'm making $150,000 a year, I've gotan
unlimited expense account
'\.il\.,- it

You think | ¢are what vou

Currie, who has

A picture in s office of him lying in an
open coffin, has been divorced once and has moved across
the river from Pittsburgh into Ohio, *where the divorce laws
are more liberal.” in an effort to elude a second mArrage.

He's adding 1o his work load i November by doing a
nightlytaped commes tary lor WSOC in Charlotte. He's
sturted diggmg nto the ACC 1o prepare himsell for the
shows, and he's closer now 1 tague and teams than he
has been si t 1971 Carmichael
Auditorium: and the Tar Heel Sports Network bid him
goodbyy
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