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at clinic
back
learn to cope

butterfly earrings and the scarf she always wears.
Taza looks like a little gypsy.

She often talks about losing her hair, her
parents say. If somebody comes to visit, she won't
let them see her without her scarf.

"One lime in school my scarf fell off." Taza
suddenly says, tears welling up in her eyes. "The
kids laughed." It is obviously a painful memory.

But Taa adjusted well to her surgery and
treatment. Five days after her operation, she was
going down the slide in the hospital's playground,
her parents holding up the intravenous fluid bag
she was hooked to.

the kids bounce
with cancer
disaster."

One of the first problems parents face after the
diagnosis of cancer is telling children what they
have. "We feel strongly that children feel better
when secrets are not kept from them," registered
nurse Trish Greene says, "Children's imaginations
can invent explanations that are much more
frightening than the medical explanation."

Greene tells of a little girl who overheard her
mother telling other adults that the child's liver
was "eaten up with cancef." The child imagined
that little monsters were actually in her body
eating her up. Greene says. "It was much easier for
her to accept the true description of cancer and
how it damages the body."

Like silly putty,
Children

Continued from page 1.

Since the early 1970s when research showed that
leukemia is harbored in the central nervous
system, children with the disease have an
increasingly better outlook.

The chance of a cure for patients with leukemia
is 50 percent. For those who are not cured, there
are a wide range of possibilities. A few children
live only a short time. Others live for years with
treatment.

Soft-spok- McMillan, with his
hair and small, red bow tie, is the image of

an family doctor. And he takes
pride in having an informal atmosphere at the
clinic.

"hirccamTrt.h-- .

There is a friendly atmosphere at the clinic a
few small examination rooms off a narrow
corridor on the first floor of the hospital. Staff
members step in to say "hi" to patients as they wait
for treatment.

One mother is knitting while her boy receives a
blood transfusion. Another is spreadingcheeseon
crackers for her daughter, who just finished
getting medicine intravenously.

Smaller children bring favorite toys to play with
and show off. They look forward to visiting Lisa,
who runs the hospital playroom, while they wait
for results of blood tests and

The warmth at the clinic helps families cope
with problems of cancer, McMillan says. "If we-ra-

tab ptce like in mtmMylinc.it would be a

"It's the living that is tough.. .coping with things like
going to school when you don't have any hair,"

social worker Marie Lauria

Actually, the marrow is removed from the
pelvic bone with a special needle. Randy, who is in
his third year of treatment, gets his bone marrow
checked every two weeks.

Randy is treated like his two brothers, one
older, one younger.hisfathersays."Hedoesn'l gel
any extra attention. I feel it is pretty important not
to emphasize his being sick. He doesn't think of
himself as being sick."

It is difficult lor parents of children with cancer
to treat them like other children, team physician
Bryan says. "It is awfully easy to indulge a child
you might lose. It's almost irresistible."

But children don't like lo be singled out as
different, he says. They want the same treatmenl
as their brothers and sisters.

"In treating a child, you are treating a growing
organism." Bryan says. "We want the child to
grow and develop norr-sll- y in every way.
psychologically and socially as well as physically."

Although it may not seem like it at Ihe clinic,
cancer in children is a rare disease, striking fewer
than of 100.000 children a year in all its forms.
But today, because most formerly fatal childhood
diseases are prevented by immunization, cancer is

second only to accidents as a killer of children,
about 3.000 a year in the United Slates.

Progress is slowly being made in the light
against childhood cancers. The clinical Memorial
Hospital, which has been incorporated into the
UNC Center for Cancer Research, begun in 1975
with a $ federal grant, is one of a
network of centers around Ihe country where
aggressive treatmenl is leading to some cures and
making it possible for more and more children to
live with cancer.

"It is the living that is tough. da in and day out.
coping with things, like going to school when you
don't have any hair, feeling crummy but still doing
your homework." says team social worker Marie
lauria. -

"What has been most rewarding to me in this
work is to sec how marvelously people respond to
what life brings them. It gives confirmation to me
of what 1 was taught lo believe."

This youngster getting a blood test is one of more than 1 30 children who are treated
in the children's cancer clinic at the North Carolina Memorial Hospital. Cancer is se-
cond only to accidents as a killer of children.

Expansion of locker,basket
space for women completed

Understanding the seriousness of their disease
also helps children accept the treatments they
need, Greene says. Some procedures are painful,
and some drugs cause temporary hair loss or
weight gain.

Taza, the dajghter of Donna and Daniel Thtims .

of Fort Bragg, knows how tough going to school
without hair can be. During 15 months of
chemotherapy after surgery, she lost her hair
several times.

Taza it quiet. She listens carefull) to (he adult
conversation going on around her. With her gold

"Taa is one ol our heroes," McMillan says. Her
cancer has one of the highest cure rates, about 90

percent, and Taza is doing well.
Her parents are doing well too. "I think it even

brought us closer to both our children." Donna
Thums says.

For children with leukemia, the regular bone
marrow tests and spinal chemotherapy treatments
can be hard to face.

Randy Hagans seems despondent as he goes to
gel a sample taken of his bone marrow, the tissue
thai produces blood. His father. Walker Hagans
ot Chapel Hill, goes with him to lend support.

But when it's all over, a smiling Randy is ready
to tell tall tales about the experience.

He rolls his eyes mischeviously when asked
what it is like to get a bone marrow sample taken.
"You'll hate it." he says. "They break your back."
Then he peeks up from under red bangs to see if

he's been impressive enough.

In light of the expanded facilities for women,

the three suits against the University have been
dropix-d- .

W hen the now --completed changes w ere fir st

planned, it was estimated that Ihe renovations
would cost $8,500, according to Carl S. Blyth,

chairperson of Ihe department of physical

education. John Temple, vice chancellor for

business and finance, said although he has not

received the final bills, the cost of the project was

at or near the estimated cost.

Pi lor to completion of the renovations, only IS

lockers were available to varsity women alhletts.
I ockeis are now available to all varsity athletes,
according to Angela Lumpkin, director of service

programs in the physical education department.
I hesc lockers have been assigned.

Students enrolled in physical education classes

will be issued a basket today, Thursday and

Other students who wish to obtain a

basket should do so by ihis 1 riday Lumpkin
stressed. ,

Baskets' will also become available to faculty

and staff Jan. 16 on a e, d basis,

Lumpkin said, and students who want basket
facilities should obtain them before that date.

By BERN1K KANSBOTTOM
Staff Writer

Renovations giving women additional lockei

and basket facilities in Woollen (ism were
completed over the holiday break, and the new

facilities are available lor uc dining the spring
semester.

The changes are designed lo provide more
equitable distribution of existing facilities between

men and women and came after three nearly
identical suits were filed against the University
Nov. 14, N77, charging the department of

physical education with sex discrimination.
The renovations increase women's facilities

from 547 lockers and 973 baskets to 997 lockers

and I.959 baskets.
I he increase in facilities lor women was coupled

with a decrease in facilities lor men of 350 lockets

and ,500 baskets, bringing the total number of

lockers and baskets available to men to 1. 87 and

4.850 respectively.
The women's basket and locker room and the

men's faculty and staff locker room were

converted into women's locker rooms, and part ol

the men's basket area has been redesignated as a

women's basket area. In addition, an adiacent

storage space is now a women's baskel-issu- e

service area.
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homemade coleslaw, homemade hush puppies,
french fries and tartar sauceI 111??
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Pit Stop (in the Student Store)
(next to South Bldg.)

Scuttlebutt
Bar (Law School)
Osier (Medical School)
Circus Room (Lower Quad)
Nook (School of Public Health)

MILK
SANDWICHES
SOUPS
FOUNTAIN DRINKS
FRESH FRUIT
GROCERIES
MILK SHAKES
ICE CREAM
DANISH CHIPS
CANDY
FROZEN YOGURT
CAKES
CANNED DRINKS
FROZEN FOOD
CRACKERS

Hinton James
Ehringhaus
Craige
Avery
Morrison
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dispensing Danny-Y-o in cups or cones.

The ice cream alternative.
rp. o,dm this coupon fot a retail customer in accordance with terms ol this

iTJli you 15. Customer must pay sales tax where it prevails. Void where

prailbted. licensed, taxed or otherwise restricted.
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