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Horror: film or fans

By HANK BAKER

Stalt Writer

Late show audiences have found a new way
o channel their energy. The Rcky Horror Picture
Show is the latest in the line of “zult items™ that
either didn't or wouldn't make it as a regular
feature. But the weekend late show audience
managed to "discover.” or popularize a few
films that might otherwise have sat on the
shelf. Soon the word spreads around about
what a neat experience going to these films is
and a group of regulars develop with the
hu[wfu| purpase of getting others to join their
ranks as well as see the movie time after time
H'Ir lr';:ll|.1l'.- are 1|:t' L‘uh tor whnm \"-'ui:"tﬂl\.
variety is not the spice of life. Usually the
bahavior of the audience 15 more intersting
than the film itselt

The other Lite show cult hits hardly got out
of New York City, because they had small
distributors: late show revenues don’t amount
to much in the lopg run, 20th Century Fox,
however, has plenty of money, and when Ty
Rk S $Hoerir Fopire Shato © Ju,;ht on a5 2 late show
in the larger cities (it was hardly released s a
foature) the film got a wider release

The behavior of some of the audience
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they dio and say 15 exa tly timmed. Assorted other
savinigs are chimed in here and Lthere, and
wdolescent as this behavior 5. it's actually
funmier than the 1 e H |
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There's nothing  harmbul abbut ths

when i bevomos a weeklv Fitual, von begin |

waonder just why people keep going. The movie
itself isn't even any good. What's worse, those
who keep going probably don't care if it's bad
(they may say it's great, but | think they really
mean what they do during the film). Who'd
have thought that tribal rites would come back
this way?

That, however, is the point. The usual film
experience is one of singular passivity. You
may tradequips and jokes with friends, but it is,
finally, your own experience. But the audience
at The Rocky Horrar Picture Show, with its chants,
dancing. and other paraphernalia, is something
of a collective, and those eager tor a change join
in, no matter how silly it all is

The Rocky Horror Picture Show is the perfect
mowit for this kind of response — it asks
nothing of the audience, The movie s an
outlandishly campy rock-horror parody with a
gimmick — the main character is a drag-queen
homosexual mad-doctor. Everyone else
residing in his castle is also freakish, and
though this could have had a little real humor
in it, the fitm is basically a brassy come-on It
isn't Funny, it's dumb, Some people laugh at
intervals, but | think they're laughing more at
the hhrnnnlg.u\ei ROINE ON In the audience than
what's on the screen. The transvestite diwctor
his oddball cohorts and the rock music are a
necessity Lo maintain any interest; horror hilm
1‘,|llldll'.-| have been done s often, there's not
much you aan dovwith them. Tim Curry plavs

the transvestite with rtlish, but he's no
particulariy  Funny ust  showy T he
camerawork s amateurish and the lip-synch in
e of the musical numbers s way off

| asked some people what they
thosugtht of it all, no one I--\“jr <aid whether he

hoe thousht the movie was good, just that
B audeng e was groeat An wbhive sudience s
|
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This past weekend at the American Dance Festival, members of the Paul
Taylor Dance Company performed in “Esplanade,” an exuberant, energetic
number choreographed to the music of J.S. Bach. Carolyn Adams,

fine-doncing had-esught the-eudience’s-eye in earliornumbess, shined in

performing several dazzling leaps — one backwards — landing in the arms

of a dancer halfway across the stage.

Hitchcock masters suspense

harmless and, most disturbing of all, seemingly

By P‘\MA MlT(-I'lELL harmless nes Hhat -.J.'--'w-ln-.lr.”'. Assume
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[ feel Contributor threatening, menancing proportions He lulls

the audience into complacency by making it

Alfred Hitthooek's  dutinctive  style and com that his characters have found a tem
characteristic subject maller have made him rary safe haven, then abruptly disenchants
e of the Few film directors whose name has W such notions
represented o box  office drawing power \s rithi Andrew Sarrls  has  noted
vparablie to that of the top stars, His works ltchoowk’s viidence occurs it in darkened

talies of dark intrigue and murder, have Hleys or eene
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(M in:i\l*.-& gemrathms of mey e audiences and

have earned high prase from both American '
ind Eurapean film critics ontunie sireets By using common, ordinary
Hitchoook feads s characters the ity i linary settings, the
sk e throgeh 3 labyeinth of balse clues oh] ] oo v sHe f ey ifehiasion
sarre twists of fate lop of plot), sinister vt JHety 4n wrs™ and thoroughly
vt people, objects that turn out to by | ir beliel that a rdered, middle
1l fe the Fore
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But this director's reputation rests finally
th his "thrillers.”" The rhythms, the pacing
the headlong-rushing movement of his best

® with
Filmas  make the viewer Fesl excitement
anticipation and a strung need to know what
comes next
Hitcheock Hains this emotional hald on
sudiences through  his supreme technical
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S, Noble Roman s

prswess.  His  stylistic  method —subjective
camera shots, analytical or “psvchological”
editing ~involves the viewer as participant in a
Fili ‘s acbons

15-501 Durham

I'he stories are told directly and economical-
Iv. with far less reliance on spoken dialogue
than on expressively intercut visual images
The most memorable scenes and sequences in
Hitcheock's films have little or no dialogue and
represent purely visual storytelling

The Master of Suspense in fact has mastered
the film medium, so that we apirience rather
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than simply watch a Hitcheock movie, As a
body, his , alivays enjoyable and often
astute observation of human

edifving in t

u
cw mature, represent asigmbicant artistic achieve-
over W' nont that has few equals in the Ameritar
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CARRY OUT CALL. 942'8512 NIGHTSHIFT
Sunday thru Thursday 11 am.- 11 p.m. 1
Friday & Saturday 11 am. - 1 am. 405 W. R St
1703 Legion Road —Chapel Hill (across from Eastgate near 7-11) 967-90583
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