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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
AT CHAPEL HILL

Noise code cited
asunenforceable

By FRANK DELLINGER

In a university town like Chapel Hill
where the big industry is education, noise
pollution has become one of the few major
environmental problems.

To remedy this situation, the Board of
Aldermen devised a noise control code for
the town which stated: “It shall be unlawful
for any person to create or assist in creating,
permit, continue or permit the continuance
of . . . noise of such character, intensity or
duration as to be detrimental to the life or
health of any individual in the Town of
Chapel Hill.”

Early in 1978, the Chapel Hill Board of
Aldermen reconstructed the code, retaining

~<the previous statement as its basis. But in an

attempt to make the revised ordinance more
compact and precise, the Board created a
“Catch-22" predicament. The new code
established definite noise limits measured
in decibels based on a national standard
called the “A-weighing scale.” The scale is
designed to give an approximate evaluation
of subjective response to noise in terms of
both loudness and annoyance when the
sound is measured by a noise-monitoring
device.

According to the ordinance, if an
organization believes that during some
special activity they will be creating noise
which will exceed the limits of the code, they
may apply for a permit to exceed general
sound levels from the Chapel Hill Police
Department. -

The problem, explained Ben Callahan,
administrative assistant to the chief of
police, is that the permit allows a party to
exceed the noise limit by 20 decibels. This
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You can take your pick, but it's not much of a contest, reailly.
Especially if you work on campus and commute from the suburbs.
There was a time when commuting by car to campus was cheap and

convenient. Now that distinction belongs to the bus.

Let's face it. Things have changed in town. More and more traffic
moves slower and slower searching for less and less parking. It's no
wonder people call the one on the left a “hunting pemnit.”

With a bus pass. you not only beat the price of campus parking—
you beat the traffic, too. Not 1o mention several other nice advantages.
You don't have to insure your bus pass. Or feed it gas, oil and occasional
parts. Or worry about some truck towing it away because you left it in the

wrong place.

You can pick up your Faculty/ Staff Bus Pass at the UNC traffic office.
So you choose: $72 and headaches. Or $44 and peace of mind.
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often creates a conflict betwesa students and
permanent residents. - Under the present
ordinance, if the party has a permit the noise
must exceed the set standard by 20 decibels
at the time of the police monitoring to be
held in violation. Callahan said that neither
Springfest nor any of the campus or
fraternity parties this past spring exceeded
the permit limit. As a result, many
complaints have been made to the police
department, but as Callahan noted, “No one
has been in violation of the ordinance since it
was changed.”

Alderman Gerry Cohen agreed that there
are problems with the latest revision of the
noise code. According to Cohen, the
ordinance is currently being reviewed by a
committee of aldermen. He agrees with
Callahan that as the ordinance now stands, it
cannot be used to control noise in Chapel
Hill. Cohen said that the Board of Aldermen
will study proposals for revising the
ordinance over the summer and will meet
with student representatives in August to
prepare final revisions and compose a new
noise control code for the town.

Under the old ordinance, the complaints
of two or more people combined with the
complaint of the investigating officer were
sufficient evidence to determine any loud or
disturbing noise in violation of the city code.
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Foundation
Bookstore

Dealing exclusively in science fiction,
fantasy, used books, comics, art books,
posters and cards.

WE BUY AND SELL USED SCIENCE
FICTION AND FANTASY BOOKS!
NCNB PLAZA, across from Blimpies

12-6 M, W, Th, Sat.

967-4439 12-9 T, Fri.

Drive Our Cars.
ALMOST FREE
to most U.S. cities

AUTO
DRIVEAWAY
919-272-2153

520 W. Friendly Ave.
Greensboro, N.C.

A~ Rathskeller &

LUNCHEON SPECIALS!
(see Nightly Specials ad)

MON. Steak & Cheese Sandwich
with french fries $2.25

TUES. % BBQ Chicken with french
fries and a salad $2.25

WED. Tuna Salad Piate with french
fries 275

THURS. Hot Roast Beef Platter with
french fries & salad $52.25

FRI. BBQ Piate with french
fries and slaw $2.50.

BBQ Sandwich $1.40
Fried Shrimp $2.69

Shrimp saled & chicken saiad made
tresh every day.
! Amber Aliey
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