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Carelessness factor in train-auto accidents

Motorists unaware
of crossing danger

By JIM WRINN
State and Natioasl Editor

DURHAM — Six days a week, engineer Joe Harris Jr.
pilots his train to Burlington and back hoping another day
will pass without a grade crossing accident.

““The cars will pull right out in front of you and never
see you,” Harris said recently as he tugged on the throttle,
moving 311 tons of train out of the Durham rail yards.

Harris’ train, a short local freight, regularly encounters
cars and trucks charging across its path. The morning The
Daily Tar Heel recently rode with Harris was no different.

Less than a mile out, Harris, blowing the locomotive’s
horn, watched as a compact car sped across a downtown
Durham crossing, its warning lights flashing. *“Even if |
threw the train in emergency (braking), we'd still roll a
quarter of a mile,”” Harris said, raising his hand in disgust.
““People just don’t realize that a train can’t stop as fast as
a car can."”

Harris said once he was traveling at 25 mph on a train
which was hit by a car. “We had 30 cars that day, and the
whole train went by the car before we were able to stop.”

On his local freight, recently, with seven cars in tow,
Harris said that moving at top speed — 49 mph — an ac-
cident could still be fatal to motorists.

And although no one has been killed while Harris was
at the throttle, he said he has been involved in several ac-
cidents. ““There was the grader we hit in Durham about
five years ago,” he said. “‘He was sitting in the middle of
the tracks. And there was another accident in Greensboro,
but thank goodness I’ve never had a fatality.”

While Harris may have never had a death, other
engineers have not been as fortunate.

Thirteen North Carolinians involved in train-vehicle ac-
cidents lost their lives in 1981. But according to Charles A.
Speed, executive director of North Carolina Operation
Lifesaver, those deaths could have been prevented by sim-
ple common sense.

“The words are ‘Stop, Look, Listen’ and I'd like to
add ‘Live,” " Speed said recently. Of all the types of
highway accidents, railroad crossing accidents probably
are the most easily prevented.

Congress made a step toward prevention in 1973 with
passage of the Highway Safety Act. Under the act, North
Carolina received about $5 million annually from the
federal government. The money was used to improve
almost 700 grade crossings: gates, flashers, and extra lights
were added to many of the state's 5,493 public crossings,
said Emmett Stafford, grade crossings signals engineer for
the North Carolina Department of Transportation.

However, the great expense involved — almost $50,000
per crossing — limited the amount of work which could
be done, so only 1,376 crossings have gates or flashers —

Automobile driver risks crossing in front of a train near Mebane, N.C.
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...engineer says many motorists don’t think of the danger involved

about 25 percent. ;

The rest is up to motorists, Speed said. ‘‘Statistics show
that about 40 percent of the people killed in grade crossing
accidents die at crossings with signals, so many just aren’t
paying attention to their driving,’” he said.

Carelessness behind the wheel results in most highway
accidents, and crossing accidents are no different, he add-
ed. About one-third of those involved in grade crossing
accidents run into the side of the train, and 75 percent live
within 25 miles of the accident site.

““The key to all this is that people are not mentally and
physically alert,”” Speed said. ‘““And you can’t drive
without thinking, that’s for sure.”

That's the main reason behind North Carolina Opera-
tion Lifesaver, which was begun in 1979 as a cooperative
between the state and its railroads in an effort to educate
people about the hazards of railroad crossings, he said.

Injuries and fatalities fell drastically after the program
was begun, Bill Garmon, chairman of Operation Life-
saver, said. ““Any accident is extremely sad, so we’re try-
ing to explain the seriousness of the problem,” he said.

Speed elaborated: “One of the biggest problems we
have today is that people have their radios and stereos
turned up and their windows up,” he said. “They can’t
hear the warning whistle or the train coming."”

Another problem is that many people learn when the
trains usually run and then don’t pay attention when
they're going across a crossing,”’ he said. “‘If they’re not
looking for a train, and it’s late, they may find themselves
in an accident that shouldn’t have happened.”
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““I think about it each day. Looking at a crossing, you
just don’t want to see a car. Even when a crossing gate is
down, some of them will just zoom right on around,”
Harmis said as the train rolled on.

““We haven’t seen the school buses yet,”” Harris said as
the train rounded a curve which led to a rural crossing.
“They’re the ones I'm always most worried about. | hope
they’ll stop and look before they cross.”

Friday afternoon near Jacksonville, N.C., 41 children
were injured when their school bus was struck by a train.
Buses concern Harris the most, he said. He watched for

ter of feet.

them at each crossing. “‘If only they’ll wait before going
across,”’ he whispered. _

Cars pulled up to crossings as we left Durham behind;
some stopped, while others darted in front of our train.

About two years ago, before Harris took the run out of
Durham, one motorist did just that at the Homestead
Road crossing near Chapel Hill High School; the motorist
was killed when he pulled in front of and was struck by an
early morning train.

According to the Chapel Hill Police Department, al-
though there are more than 10 grade crossings in the
Chapel Hill-Carrboro area, accidents are rare since trains
run slowly and infrequently on the line. .

But Harris, a regular on the Carrboro run, said his train
usually had to stop before crossing East Main Street in
Carrboro so a brakeman could flag the train across.

‘““Some days in Carrboro, people will just look-at you
when the train’s about to go across the street,” he said.
““Then they'll go right on across in front of you.”

Harris’ train moved along at a much faster pace on the
main line. Near Mebane, a truck almost made the papers
as it bumped across the tracks directly in the train’s path.

Road Foreman of Engines Samuel Carter, riding the
locomotive, saw the tractor-trailer pull up to a crossing
about 300 feet in front of us,
© ““He’s going on across!”’ Carter shouted to Harris, who
threw the train into emergency braking at 49 mph.

The conductor and brakeman braced for a collision as
our train slid into the crossing, missing the truck by a mat-

“I didn’t think he was going to get across,”” Harris said.

The train, now 10 cars long, sat motionless, several
hundred feet past the crossing.

As the train crew inspected for damage, Harris and the
train’s conductor watched for the truck which had pulled
away. “‘I'd like to report that man,” Harris said. “Every
day it’s the same thing.” '

At Burlington, Harris turned his train and made for
Durham. As on the morning run, we saw several cars
crossing in front of us. ““It really scares me,”’ Harris said.
“I don’t know why anyone would pull their car out in
front of an object that’s twice as big as they are.”

The Associated Press

RAI EIGH — Gov. Jim Hunt is ex-
pecied to ask the Legislature this week
for more money for community col-
leges, microelectronics and upgrading
writing, science and math instruction in
public schools.

He also will ask legislators to do
whatever they must to find money to
match federal highway funds, probably
by raising the alcohol tax, sources say.
A budget provision is expected to make
the committee that administers a new
health insurance plan for state em-
ployees and teachers a free-standing
panel outside any state department
because of recent complaints about a
backlog in processing claims.

Hunt will outline his ambitions for
the next two years in his State of the
State speech, to be delivered today at 7
p.m. before the General Assembly.

WASHINGTON — The first impact
of the $169 billion Social Security
rescue plan endorsed by President
Reagan and leaders of Congress could
be felt by retirees this summer, while
workers would start paying higher
payroll taxes next January.

The “extraordinary’” compact, as
Alan Greenspan called it after securing
a 12-3 ratification vote by his National
Commission on Social Security Re-
form, will bail the old age trust fund
out of the crisis confronting it in the
1980s by generating $169 billion in new
revenues Or savings Over seven years.

Barring severe economic conditions,
the compromise also would help keep
the system in the black for at least 50
years, some experts said Sunday. Con-
gress must first pass any changes in the
Social Security act.

NEWARK, N.J. — Justice Depart-
ment lawyers sent to examine New Jer-
sey prosecutors’ complaints about the
FBI's chief Abscam informant came
.away convinced he could not be trusted

to tell the truth, according to govern-

BRIEFLY

ment documents released to The
Associated Press.

The documents also quote one top.
Justice Department official as saying
FBI agents would not cooperate with
New Jersey federal prosecutors who
questioned Abscam’s tactics. :
probe became public in February 1980
and has resulted in the conviction of
former U.S. Sen. Harrison Williams
Jr. of New Jersey and six congressmen.

BEIRUT, Lebanon — The govern-
ment will propose a partial pullback of
Israeli forces as the first phase of a plan
for total pullout of foreign armies from
Lebanon at today’s talks with Israehi
and U.S. negotiators, Lebanese press
reports said.

In Jerusalem, U.S. presidential en-
voy Philip C. Habib held his first

meeting Sunday with a new, high-
powered Israeli team designed to speed
up the withdrawal, and Israel radio
reported he was seeking major progress
within a week.

An estimated 25,000 Israeli troops
occupy southern Lebanon and about
30,000 Syrian soldiers control the
northern and eastern parts of the coun-
try. At least 6,000 Palestine Liberation
Organization guerrillas are believed
based behind Syrian lines.

LONDON — Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher, claiming ““I am the true
disarmer,”’ said Sunday she will make
sure Britain deploys new U.S. nuclear
cruise missiles this year despite growing
public opposition.

In a live television interview one
~week after her triumphant tour of the
Falkland Islands, Thatcher said the
missiles are vital to counter a Soviet

**So they’re not increasing the num-
ber of nuclear weapons at all,”’ she
said. “They’re substituting a modern
weapon for an older one. We needn’t
deploy any if the Soviets can be per-
suaded to negotiate and take their
SS-20s down.”

Undergraduate Juried Student
Photography Show

CALL FOR ENTRIES

*Black and White
*Color
*Union Image

Monday, February 14

More detgils at Union Information Desk

10 am-Noon
Great Hall — Carolina Union .. . . . .

WANT A SUMMER CAMP JOB?

Positions available (male-female) Specialists in all athietic
areas; Assistants to Tennis Pro; Golf; Gymnastics; Swimming
(WSI; Smalicraft (sailing-canoeing); Riflery; Archery:; Arts and
Crafts (general shop, woodworking); Ceramics; Sewing; com-
puter Science; Photography; Science (general electronics);
Music; Dramatics; Pioneering; Tripping; General Counselors,
{  20+. Camp located in Northeastern Pennsylvania (POConos).
I "For further information write to: Trail's End Camp, c/o
Beach Lake, Inc., A20215 Adams Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201.
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Creg 9291732
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«self defense

«the strongest
Martial Arts over 133 countries

«joining the "World Tournament in Tokyo 1983"
CLUB MEETINC! Fetzer Gym
Mon.-Wed.-Fri. 5:30  Sun. 3:00
Special Interest Class — Union Desk
MEETING — Tues., Jan. 18 7 pm Union

Chol Phillips 214

942-2302

DOUBLE YOUR PLEASURE BUT NOT YOUR RENT

BROADMOOR APARTMENTS

$100 OFF YOUR FIRST MONTH'S RENT
1 BEDROOM<=$235 2 BEDROOM*$265
DEPOSIT*$150
*FREE BUS SERVICE TO UNC

*GARDEN PLOTS *PETS ALLOWED
COME OUT AND SEE US TODAY!

BROADMOOR APARTMENTS

4216 GARRETT ROAD, DURHAM
BEHIND DARRYL'S RESTAURANT

4£89-2302

=

2 3 2.00 off*™""=® Expires Feb. 15, 1983 ®****§ 2.00 off*g
IFATS TUESDAY |
a ®
B c
g Present this Coupon When Ordering -
; - )
3 $2.00 OFF Any DINNER ENTREE [
3 :
=N d TY ETT AR I v '“-"-3“1
& E;T.il"h iiJUANA FATS with t;ulm
E 11:30am10:00pm  GREAT MEXICAN FOOD take outs ]
'8 403 W. RosemarySt. ChapelHill 967-1466 8
15 2.00 offsussssess with coupon ssnss $ 2.00 offu-.’

WOMEN'S HEALTH
DEPEND ON.

counseling and education
for women of all ages.

CARE YOU CAN ,50emon: o difficult decision that's

made easier by the women of the
Fleming Center. Counselors are available day and night to
support and understand you. Your safety, comfort and privacy
are assured by the caring staff of the Fleming Center. SERVICES:
B Tuesday — Saturday Abortion Appointments B 1st & 2nd
Trimester Abortions up to 18 Weeks B Free Pregnancy Tests Il
Very Early Pregnancy Tests B All Inclusive Fees B Insurance
Accepted ll CALL 784-5550 DAY OR NIGHT B Health care,

THE FLEMING CENTER

classified ads

All ads must be prepaid. Deadline: Ad must be received by
12 (noon) one business day before publication.

Classified ad may be placed at the DTH office or mailed to
the DTH Carolina Union 065A, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.

SUMMER COUNSELING OPPORTUNITIES E.J. & COMPANY LIGHT and Sound Shows. More NEW
Classified Info for men add women who are interested in serving bogs and  music, more NEW equipment, but the same GOOD RELI-  basement, o similar 15t Summer classes
girls ages 7.16, guiding them in their physical, mental and ABLE EXPERIENCED SERVICE and yes, simply unbeliev Session or Fall Semester 1983, Call 968-0273 and ask for
Retum ad and check or money order to the DTH Oniy persons who will dedicate able; the same low price — $125.00/4 hr. Call Eddy Hem-  Scott or write to E-14 Carolina Apartments, Carrboro
office by noon the business day before your ad ISt their wholehearted eliorts o help sach individual child deve- ingway 967-8871 ' YOGA. ITS A QUESTION of Joy! The Yoga Place, 452
run. Ads must be prepaid. lop his or her potential should apply. One must have ability West Franklin Street, will begin its 9th year January
- il hhﬂuhmw.ﬂ:ﬂwﬂm . lhuﬁh.l&?u-dﬂhb#s-du:
Rates: 25 words students, teachers, coaches should apply. CAMP volunteers tinuing students. information about Yoga
Students — $2.00 THUNDERBIRD, located 17 miles southeast of Charlotte, clothes classes call 967-9686.
Non-students — $3.00 N.C.. Is an ACA accredited camp member, specializing in
5¢ for each additional word N s Cakine. P s
u.oo-u::-wuum?. Mﬂﬂmﬁv:hh-:m “?Mém"mm \rou;gmm mnv%mmuu%du-am_. for remt
Please notify the DTH office immediately i there are ~ Horssback . white-water tripping are ex- BEEN TO CHAPEL HILL UNTIL YOUVE BEENTOPOOR 0044 come to the Volunteer Office on the 1st Floor of the :
mistakes in your ad. We will be responsible for only '™ & ot JROwee: isformation watte  RICHARDS. KROGER PLAZA. 929-5850 Howplial betwosm 9:00 a.m. 100 .. and 200 pm 600  LoaUNG SPACES FOR RENT. Clost ® catepus. Call
the first ad run. e “fa&'a-**%w p.m. through Friday, January 21. A REQUIRED ORIENTA-
N s 2 TION will be held on Wednesday, January 26, 1983 in the DOWNTOWN PARKING SPACE FOR rent. Two min-
OVERSEAS JOBS—SUMMER/YEAR round. Europe, S. for sale Fourth Floor Clinic Auditorium from 5:00-7:30 p.m. Ques- utes walk to campus. Paved ares with all night
anpouncements Amer., Australia, Asis. All Flelds. $500-51200 monthly. #, tions, call 966-4793. lighting. §22.50 per month. Call
- . Mar, CA : mmhmﬂﬂhmw&ww VOLUINTEERS NEEDED TO WORK with mngnomaﬁanmnﬁmhmuh“
m‘l’bw IDEA of fun? Make your h st HELP WANTED. PUMP HOUSE Video Gameroom s look- m"'"‘-m""'““"-,,ua_"' PO WPSHN Rvion hnsemtie delinquents at Dillon School. For more info come t & ,,",_,“""m"" . e S Sehu e -

semester. Flexible hours. Apply at 112W Franklin Street,
Seven days of fun and %;ﬁmm pusmle ] b M&T H-'-.w.'“"' BA(??DOOR
sun. very jazz, new wave efc.
Henited. Dot delay. Call 933-5006 now! ) e S I Yo Syt bastwt- | RECORDS, 136 E. Rovesory Lower Livel NCNB Plics
Wodnooday, Jas. 18, 19 i 201 Hill Hall from 5-7 ings 542.2312, B 5350019 or NI6178. Alwo by, trade.
Hring andition piocs. Questions? Call 968-1 or
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TIRED
boys i in Maine. Nine week season beginning before 8 Keep trying.
at 7:30 in the Union. Topic will be ".u.—u..' tennis, swimming, waterskiing, archery, riflery, mm’;cmm refrigerator, 12
e e, bipe. Wrike Matt Acee, 9616 e D £ which is 100 large for my dorm room. Runs great!
"-N.l. oty ' - :ﬁm-&ﬁwﬂ.&lu
wwmamﬁnﬁ'm& : POSITION OF “SYSTEM PROGRAMMER" now open. Job Gﬂﬁmm e
UNC, on Jan, 22 and 23, 1983, Open Rush Parties—Satw-  involvement will include operating system, utilities, and mlhmmmum for Kaye
ﬁhﬂ.llﬂnuuﬂ; , and Sundey, Jan. complles destgn and meintenance. Background should in-
23, 1:00 pm or 2:30 pm panty. 2646 for more infor- chude at minimum ABS in computer sclence and some ex- SMALL SANYO REFRIGERATOR, 1 old, good condi-
maton, perience with mini computers and 16-bit micro-computer tion. Best offer accepted. Call 968-1585 ask for Jerry.
THE ASSOCIATION OF BUSINESS Swdents will hold o Smmte Swars. Bend resume bo Tochuichl Systeme Con- 415 11 CONNOR CONTRACT FOR SALE. Price negotia-
mesting on Thursday, Jan. 20 at 3:30 p.m. in Gardner 10S. bie. Get a chance at upcoming lottery and have a great
All members and prospective members are ivited. Refrsh-  BABY SITTER FOR CUTE, 2-year-old. Saturday roommate. Kathy 933-5234 or -3008. Leave
1887 TYPEWRITER FOR SALE. Manual, excellent condition, has
lost & found i A oun case. $65 or best ofier. Call 933-6153 to find out more

LOST 1/12/83. 14K Gold Rope Bracelet. Please call Kim ot 300 fctions Include techaical writng of soltware wer 000y ) BOOK FOR sale at & good price. Call 968.0273
929.2534. Reward. manual, interfsce with computer software end and and sak Sor Sooki.

MY small programming projects. Background s include
LOST GLASSES ON campus 1/12/83. Metal frames, college degree and some computer programming ex-
riemless. not in case. W found call blind Alan a1 383-7164  perience. Send resume fo Technical Systems Consultants,
mmm :ﬁu 6:00. 111 Providence Chapel Hill, NC 27514. wanted

LOCK IN fromt of Undergrad Library ;
bike rack on Jan. 12. Call 929.7263, ”
- A m HELP WANTED-—TO EAT our fresh frozen yogurt and top-
(T . Come free samples at THE YOGURT PUMP
help wanted CHEAP TYPING! CALL 929-TYPE a1 106 W. Praskdin atthe former location of Austi’s
4 Sno-cones, between Mr. Gattf's and Plzza Hut on the way to

MN::EA_MM..&.W mmnmam-mhﬁ.h&nmu& Ha's Not Here
campus. : mabes, 1835 Rock 'n Roll, Beach and Boogle for any party. I NEED TWO TICKETS to the Carolina/ Duke . Name
For move nkormasion cof SSS1TSS B3, Dot Call 9%7-061 your price. Call 921350 and leave & messace. -

HOUSEMATE WANTED FOR SMALL very nice house in
country. Beautiful location. Own room. Woodstove heating.
$95.00/mo. Call Keith at 732-6384.

ROOMMATE NEEDED: TO SHARE room in Oid Well Apt.
Rent $90 and ' wtilities. Prefer nice quiet student, grad. if
possible. Call 933-7395 evenings.

$205/mo. + Vi utilities. Call 929-8227.

FOURTH FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED to share an
apartment dose to campus. Rent and lease term negotiable.
Please call Janet st 933-1435. Keep trying!

TWO FEMALE ROOMMATES to share large
bedroom in spacious two bedroom apartment on McCauley
Street. Easy walk to campus or dountown. Call: 942.0024.
FEMALE ROOMMATE NEEDED FOR two bedroom fur-
nished apt. on bus line. $103 plus utilities. Call 929-5431.

HOUSEMATE NEEDED IN CARRBORO, on bus line, Own
room. $100/month plus utilities. Mature, wtudi-
ous person. Call Frank, Jim, or Archer 967

apanment
$140 a month. Utilites are included. Call 968-8120.
FEMALE WANTED TO share room at Bolin-

ROOMMATE
:ﬂdm $125 remt + V4 utilithes. Call 929-8196. Keep try-

COME TREAT YOUR HONEY to & honey of & treat at THE
YOGURT PUMP. Located at 106 W. Franklin Street or call

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 8 days/ 7 nights at the Atantis
Hotel, round-trip airfare out of RDU via Eastern Alrtines, air-
pot« transiers, plus some extras! Only 8417.00. For further
contact Sara Kendall -Eastern Campus
Rep. at 933-6119.

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL from THE YOGURT
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This semester we need to: Teach Greichen how 1o fall and
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