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Van Slyke makes comeback

aftera two-yea- r absenceBtpobts
Women's tennis team's expectations high f
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"I just went out with my friends and
did what normal people do it's what
the doctor ordered, I think."

She says she came back to the sport on
the college level because "it was more or
less a challenge.

"And I heard it was fun."
Van Slyke appears to be having fun

now. Last Saturday, in what coach Derek
Galvin called UNC's best performance
ever, Van Slyke tied the school record in
the balance beam with a 9.20 and then
watched as teammate Sue Tonietto broke
that record minutes later with a 9.25. The
team earned a school-recor- d 174.65
points.

"The team atmosphere makes it
easier," Van Slyke says. "I was used to

i not saying anything (during workouts)
... now I'm there to work out and sup-

port other people."
But the road back has not been very

easy. When Van Slyke sent out scholar-
ship resumes as a senior, she found that
many coaches were hesitant about her
because of her long absence.

Van Slyke, who grew up and still lives
in New Jersey, says she had heard about
UNC but not its gymnastics team.

"Derek said he didn't have the
money," Van Slyke says. "He said he
thought I could have gotten a better offer
somewhere else."

Fortunately for Galvin, Van Slyke was
interested in more than money and gym-

nastics. UNC's campus and academic
program affected her decision, and she
accepted Galvin's offer of a partial
scholarship.

By KIMBALL CROSSLEY
Staff Writer

Suzie Van Slyke was there. Almost.
When Van Slyke, a North Carolina

freshman, was a freshman in high school,
she very nearly achieved a 10-ye- ar goal:
making the United States Olympic gym-
nastics team.

But a couple of things got in her way.
First there was the boycott of the 1980

Summer Games in Moscow, and sudden-
ly nobody knew where "there" was
anymore. Then came the Olympic trials,
which went on despite the boycott, and
Van Slyke finished 15th.

That finish an impressive feat
took years of five-ho- ur practice sessions.
But even that was not enough to make the
eight-woma- n squad.

All of a sudden, a goal that Van Slyke
had set when she was 5 was shattered.

A year after participating in European
trips she earned with her top 20 finish in
the Olympic trials, Van Slyke quit gym-

nastics.
She didn't blame the decision on her

finish in the trials, realizing that 15th
"was about right." Nor did she blame the
boycott. "I still don't believe it was the
right thing to do," she says of the deci-

sion to bypass the Games.
"I just, needed a break," Van Slyke

says. "I probably would have gone crazy.
I needed that time to grow or do other
things."

Now, after two years of not par-

ticipating in gymnastics, Van Slyke is
back.

By GLENNA BURRESS
Sun Writer
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Senior leadership, togetherness and confidence.
Combine the three, and you'll discover not only the focal

point of the UNC women's tennis team, but also the primary
reason why the squad has high expectations for the 1984 season.

Already four matches into the spring season, the 2--2 Tar
Heels are hoping to utilize this asset to overcome a difficult
schedule and battle Clemson and Duke for the ACC crown.

The heart of the optimistic outlook lies with the rise of strong
senior leadership from Kathy Barton and captain Julie Kirby.

Barton, who earned first-tea- m Ail-Americ- an honors as a
sophomore, is the senior to whom head coach Kitty Harrison at-

tributes the emergence of team togetherness.
After leaving the team for a semester last fall to get a break

from tennis, Barton had returned to play in the No. 2 singles slot.
"Kathy sets a really fine example for the other girls," Har-

rison said: "She's playing solidly, with good preparation, and .

her match plan is always worked out."
Barton, who may alternate with sophomore Eileen Fallon at

No.l, points to her layoff as the major reason for her improved
play and sense of leadership responsibility.

"I feel like the layoff helped me," the Cincinnati, Ohio,
native said. "I'm more relaxed, and I don't put so much
pressure on myself. I feel really strong."

Now that her game is again intact, Barton can concentrate on
her role as a leader.

"Last year, we had a young team," Barton said. "I didn't
play in the fall, and I was worried about trying to get back into it
in the spring. We just didn't have any real togetherness.

"I decided this year that I had to really set the example and
tone for everyone else, and hope that they followed."

Barton's senior counterpart, Julie Kirby, is in her second
season as captain of the squad. "Julie's in there pulling people
together as our captain, and helping bring the younger ones
along to show them .where the importance in this effort is,"
Harrison said.

Such strong leadership combined with the contributions of
every teammate has strengthened the team's pride and
togetherness, Harrison said.

"We've worked on it (achieving cohesion)," she sajd. "Com-
promises have been struck, and it's smoothed the way so that
each girl is more willing to take the responsibility for the mental
and physical preparation for her match."

Liz Wachter, a sophomore from Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich.,
fills the No. 3 position for the Tar Heels, while sophomore Nan-
cy Boggs is seeded fourth.

Stephanie Rauch usually occupies the No. 5 spot, but she is
recovering from knee surgery after an injury suffered Feb. 12
against Georgia. Rauch will return to action for the team's trip to
California in early March.

Junior Pam McNierney is in her third season at No. 6.
The team will need all of this talent as it takes on a schedule

that includes several nationally ranked squads.
Coming off a 6--3 loss to 15th-rank- ed Indiana in the finals of

the Indiana Invitational last weekend, the Tar Heels travel to
California over Spring Break to challenge such national con-

tenders as UCLA, Southern California and California-Irvin- e.

The teams's other top 20 opponents include Rice and Princeton.
Do the Tar Heels believe they can rise to meet the many

challenges of the 1984 season?
"I think this team's confidence is growing, and they're realiz-

ing how good they are," Harrison said.
"They're good enough to be in the top 20, but they've got to

play to show it."

Suzanna Van Slyke

Unlike other coaches, Galvin wasn't
concerned about Van Slyke's two-ye-ar

absence from gymnastics.
"I really wasn't worried at all," he

said. She had competed at such a high
level, I knew she could add to our pro-
gram."

And Galvin hasn't been disappointed
thus far.

"She's been a champion," he said.
"She's helped the attitude of the entire
team . . . She's exactly what I wanted as
far as the team is concerned."

But Van Slyke says she doesn't want to
push her own progress. When she com-
petes in the ACC championships this
weekend, she will probably compete in
only three events, and she doesn't plan to
add a parallel bars routine until the
NCAA Regionals March 24.

"This year I just wanted to get the feel
of it again," Van Slyke said. "Eventually
I would like to get to the Collegiate
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL vs. WAKE FOREST
Wednesday 7:30 Carmichael Auditorium

Last home game for seniors Tresa Brown and Eileen McCann the
ACC's are coming up next week!

MEN'S TENNIS vs. UNC-CHARLOTT- E

Friday 2 pm Hinton James Courts
Spring is in the air and so is tennis
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"Why settle for the ordinary whem the
xirmwdinary costs bo more?

KENSINGTON TRACE, Chapel Hill's most innovative new com-

munity designed exclusively for the discriminating student who isn't
content with anything less than the best at a reasonable price. Now
you can have it all for the same price you've been paying not to have
it. '.

.
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ALL CONDOMINIUMS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
FEATURES:
Totally furnished, including towels, linens, dishes, pots, and pans,
kitchen and dining room utensM L

Private, pool with sundeck,, tennis court and club house facility
complete with fire place, kitchen, ice maker and big screen TV.
Complete kitchen with range, refrigerator, icemaker, dishwasher,
and disposal.

"Individual central heat and air conditioning.
Plush wall-to-wa- ll carpeting. - , : V

Sound-insulate- d walls.
Off-stre- et parking. ';;- ;' wt': ...

Lockable bicycle sheds. -

Private van shuttle service.
On city bus route.
Rated energy efficient structure (5 power discount).
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sale . . . and rental reservations are now being
accepted for fall (1984.

KENSINGTON TRACE
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P.S. 95 financing for parents
of UNC Students. . . ($3,325 down)

Call now for details
967-004- 4

developed by Benchmark Adantic
(changing the way America goes to college)


