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SPORTS

Berkebile confident about chances
of volleyball team despite slow start

Berkebile has noticed marked
improvement in the ACC as a whole
in her two years here. "Duke has really
improved and State is always tough,"
she said. "The whole conference has
improved and that helps us improve so
that we should be ready come tourna-
ment time."

Among her goals while at UNC,

Berkebile said she wanted to be able
to say she was on four ACC champion-
ship teams. "That would make me feel
real proud," she added.

Berkebile plans to keep playing after
graduation, and said: "I could never give
it up totally. I'm not a very good
relaxer."
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By PAUL ENSSLIN
Staff Writer

The North Carolina volleyball team
may be down, but it's certainly not out.

Jill Berkebile, the team's starting
outside hitter, said that despite a
disappointing start in which the team
dropped nine of its first 15 games, the
team is still optimistic about the
remainder of the season.

"We had hoped to peak about mid-Octobe- r,"

Berkebile said. "We're not
getting down, because we find positive
things in every game. We are getting
better."

This past weekend, during a road trip
that saw the team play three games in
two days, the Tar Heels got their first
evidence of improvement in posting
their first two ACC wins, beating
Clemson, 15-- 5, 15-1- 0, 6-1- 5, 15-1-1 on
Friday, and Georgia Tech, 16-1- 4, 15-- 7,

15-- 2 on Saturday. Those two wins
were sandwiched around a 8-1- 5, 13-1- 5,

11-- 15 loss to Georgia, also on Saturday.
UNC is now 6--1 1 and 2--2 in the ACC.

Berkebile has played organized
volleyball for five years and the John-
stown, Pa., native is not used to losing.
Her Richland High School team placed
second in the state her junior year and
won the gold medal her senior year. Last
year, Berkebile helped UNC to a 25-1- 2

record and its fourth straight ACC
title.

"Losses are never easy, but I can't
afford to get down about them," she
said. "I think the team can come back.
It's just a matter of putting it all
together."

Coming from a volleyball family (her
sisters all played in high school) and
"being dragged from game to game,"
Berkebile, though only a sophomore,
is one of the more experienced players
on this year's team, playing consistently
and constantly despite an often-shuffl- ed

lineup.
"This team is better than last year's

talent-wis- e, but all in all it's pretty
young," she said. "We have some
injuries and things and I'm in there to
try and add some stability."

And, as the team improves, Berkebile
herself improves. "I think it's necessary
for me to improve," she said. "Coach
(Peggy Bradley-Doppe- s) has taught me
a lot this year. I still need to work on
the mental part of the game, keeping
my head in it, and then the rest will
come."
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DTHLarry Chnaress
Jill Berkebile comes from a family of volleyball players.
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What Words Can1! Describa!
Air Conditioning and All Other Utilities Included
Great Location Downtown Franklin St., Adjacent to Campus
19 Meals Per Week
Weekly Maid Service
Private Weight Room
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Where Convenience Is Standard

Now Accepting Applications For Spring Occupancy

Some Space Available For Immediate Occupancy
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CHAPEL HILL 790 AIRPORT RD RAMSHEAD PLAZA 15-50- 1 BY-PA- SS University Square 929-714- 3


