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Focus is on short session
for gubernatorial race

By ANDREW LAWLER
Staff Writer

When the short session of the
General Assembly ended in July, it
marked the beginning of the guber-
natorial campaigns, and the legisla-
tive session is a hot topic for the
candidates.

Republicans will emphasize Gov.
Jim Martins success in the short
SEssion.

“The governor was able to get 90
percent of his agenda passed,” said
Tim Pittman, press secretary for the
Martin campaign. The campaign will
also focus on those programs pro-
posed by the governor that were not
approved by the Democratically-
controlled legislature. Among these,
Pittman said, were three of four
programs to increase penalties for
drug crimes, as well as a request for
more highway patrolmen.

Martin has long had trouble with
the legislature that his campaign
characterizes as arrogant and parti-
san, and reform of that body will be
a major focus of the campaign,
according to Pittman.

Specifically, Martin will concen-
trate on opening the legislature to
public scrutiny, said Tom Ballus,
assistant director of communications
for the N.C. Republican Party.

“The Democrats are still meeting
in secret and hammering out their
own budget,” Ballus said. Although

reporters are now allowed into budget
sessions, Ballus said Democrats
continue to keep the process private
by “speaking in code” before the
press.

But a focus of the Democratic
gubernatorial campaign is the success
of Lt. Gov. Bob Jordan, Martin’s
opponent, in the short session.
Jordan was the main voice of reform
in the process, said Laura Carpenter
Bingham, Jordan’s policy assistant.

Jordan initiated the reforms, not
Martin, by leading the fight to open
budget meetings and increase the
amount of deliberations given each
matter, Bingham said.

Republicans will also focus on
pork barrel funding, in which sena-
tors received between $30,000 and
$60,000 to be used at their discretion
for their counties.

“Our concern is not the projects
being funded, but rather the use of
the money to force legislators to vote
the (Democratic) party line,” Pittman
said. Ballus added that the eight most
powerful Democrats received the
most money for their counties.

Republicans also are attempting to
use the short session to portray
Jordan as a weak leader.

“Basically, Bob Jordan was offered
an opportunity to show leadership in
the short session and failed to do s0,”
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