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By SHANNON O'GRADY
Staff Writer

Although abortion is now legal in
North Carolina and the state govern-
ment provides limited funding, the 1 989
Webster vs. Reproductive Health Serv-
ices decision may call into question
legal abortion rights, resulting in a
possible change of state law.

According to N.C. law, an abortion
is now legal if it occurs within the first
20 weeks of pregnancy. The abortion
must be performed by a physician li-

censed to practice medicine in North
Carolina.

A woman also can receive a legal
abortion before the 20th week of preg-
nancy in a facility certified by the
Department of Human Resources. Af-
ter the 20th week, an abortion is legal
only if continuing the pregnancy would
threaten the life or endanger the health
of the mother.

In 1985, the state abortion fund was
granted $924,500 to reimburse licensed
physicians and hospitals who provided
legal abortions. The Department of
Human Resources, Division of Health
Services, received $450,000 for pre-

natal care. The funds were appropri-
ated to applicants who met at least one
of the following eligibility require-
ments:

B women who received money from
Families with Dependent Children.

minor not to inform her parents. If a
minor is a victim of incest, she does not
need parental permission.

The court would be required to en-

sure complete confidentiality for the
minor and would render a decision about
whether she could receive a parental
consent waiver within seven days of
the application filing. The minor would
not be responsible for the court costs
involved in waiving parental consent.

The bill also would allow for paren-
tal consent to be waived in medical
emergencies when an immediate abor-
tion is required to save the mother's
life. Any person who performs an abor-
tion for a minor without parental con-
sent would be guilty of a misdemeanor,
according to House Bill 93.

N.C. Rep. Paul Stam, R-62- nd Dis-

trict, is one of the leading sponsors of
House Bill 93. With his support, the bill
passed in the N.C. House of Represen-
tatives and was sent to the Senate Judi-
ciary and Appropriations Committee.

Stam said an agreement between the
House and Senate on parental consent
could help reduce the number of abor-
tions in North Carolina. "One way to
decrease abortion is to decrease preg-
nancy. Parents are already responsible
for children in every other way until
they are 18."

Several other states, including Min-
nesota, South Carolina and Utah, have
already passed laws requiring minors
to receive parental consent before hav- -
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D women who received health sup-

port services in association with pro-

tective services and disabled adults.
B women whose yearly income was

$4,226 or below.
In addition, all women were only

eligible for state funds if their abortion
was performed because of adverse
circumstances such as rape, incest or
fetal deformity. Women also could
receive funds if a physician determined
the pregnancy would impair their health
or if they were mentally retarded.

The provisions of the 1985 abortion
fund lim itations remained in effect until
1989 when the funds were cut to
$424,000.

Now, additional changes in N.C.
abortion laws are pending in both the
N.C. House of Representatives and the
state Senate.

N.C. House Bill 93 would require
women under age 18 to receive paren-
tal or judicial consent before having an
abortion. A minor can have an abortion
without parental consent if the courts
believe she is well-inform- ed about the
issue and thus able to make her own
decision. She also can get a parental
consent waiver if the court determines
it would be in the best interest of the

WEDNESDAY
Noon: The Institute of Latin American Studies

presents "Student Cultures, Educational Strategies at
a Provincial Mexican Secondary School," with Bra-

dley Levinson of the Department of Anthropology in
210 Union. Call 966-148- 4 for more information.

1 p.m.: The Black Cultural Center presents the
video "The Black Athlete: Winner or Loser in Acade-mia?- "

until 3 p.m. at the BCC.
3 p.m.: University Career Planning and Place-

ment Services will hold Job Hunt 101: Basic infor-

mation on how to use the UCPPS Office for seniors
and graduate students in 210 Hanes.

International Studies and German Studies
present "The Future of Germany: Questions about
Unification," an open discussion featuring Konrad
Jarausch, professor of history; Christianc Lemke,
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professor of political science; and Siegfried Mews,
professor of German, in 208 Union. Call 962-309- 4

for more information.
3:15 p.m.: UNC Anthropology presents Unni

Wikan of the Ethnographic Museum of the Univer-
sity of Oslo in 308 Alumni. Title to be announced.
Call 962-809- 2 for more information. A reception will
follow the presentation.

3:30 p.m.: UNC Psychology presents "Intimacy
in Social Interaction," with Harry Reis of the Univer-
sity of Rochester, in 112 Davie. Call 962-205- 3 for
more information.

The Senior Class of 1990, the Division of Stu-
dent Affairs and the General Alumni Association
present the Favorite Faculty Awards in the Wilson
Library Assembly Room.

4 p.m.: Joint UNC-Duk- e Physic and Astron- -
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Cleanth Brooks
? :l j Professor ofRhetoric Emeritus

I t 1 Yale University

rTV 1 "The Life of the Mind
Wf in a Secular Society"

A Thursday, April 19, 1990 7:30 pm
yJt I Ty Lounge (top floor of Dey Hall)

Sponsored by FOCUS, the graduate chapter ofInterVarsity Christian Fellowship
For more information, call Whit Jones (933-0816- ) or David Lines (942-775-
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consent law in 1981. According to Jhj
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pregnancy rate of girls between the;
ages of 12 and 17 has decreased by;2t
percent. The abortion rate of this agp:
group has decreased by 34 percent. , J

Stam and N.C. Rep. Michael Decker,
R-29- th District, are sponsoring another
House bill that is now in committee.
The bill could come before the General
Assembly during the short session m
May, potentially changing state abor-
tion laws.

The bill would require a physiciai) to
perform and keep records of extensjve
medical examinations before a patient
could have an abortion. The examina- -'

tion would include determining the agej
weight and lung maturity of the unborn
child. The physician would use the in-

formation to decide the viability, jqf
the fetus.

The bill defines viability as "that
stage of fetal development when the
life of the unborn child may be contin-
ued indefinitely outside the womb by
natural or artificial life-suppo- rt sys-
tems."

The use ofpublic funds, resources or
facilities in performing abortions, other
than those cases in which the mother's
life is jeopardized, or for financing
counseling that encourages an abortion
would be prohibited if the bill passed;

omy Colloquium "Strings, Superconductors and
Mathematics," with Dr. Alexander Polyakov of Prin-

ceton University and Landau Institute, in 265 Phil-

lips. Refreshments served at 3:30 p.m. in room .2j7Z.

The UNC Soviet Exchange Program will have
a general body meeting in 209 Union. All are encour-
aged to attend.

5 p.m.: The UNC Vegetarian Society will have
a free vegetarian dinner until 7 p.m. in Gerrard Hall.
All are welcome. -- . '

Women's Forum will meet to finalize plans for
the Take Back the Night March which will be held
Thursday night in the Pit.

1

5:30 p.m.: The Carolina Athletic Association
announces that the Student Recreation Center Board
of Directors will meet in 106 Fetzer to review scjie,-mat- ic

designs for the Rec Center. All interested
students, faculty and staff are welcome. ' '

The Newman Center will hold its last Student
Night dinner, a socialpicnic. Bring a friend, a Frisbee
and fondue! Eat lots of protein before exams. All aire
welcome.

7 p.m.: The Coalition for Animals and Animal
Research (CFAAR) will hold a symposium on anj-m- al

research in 109 Fetzer. Topics include tissue
culture, conservation of endangered species and a
patient's perspective on animal research. , j

The Baptist Student Union will have a care
package assembly at the Battle House. Give us one
hour of your time. - -

7:30 p.m.: The CAA wants Carolina Fever and
any Durham Bulls fans to come out for a night of
basketball fun! The Bulls play in Durham.

The Carolina Indian Circle will have a meeting
at the Campus Yi I ,

The UNC Shag Club's last meeting will be held
in Carmichae! Residence Hall's Ballroom.
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