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Volleyball stumbles, digs itself out of hole vs. Mavericks

By David J. Kupstas
Stafl Wriler

The UNC volleyball team proved
Saturday night that, like Jimmy Connors,
it should never be counted out of a
match until it is actually over.

The Tar Heels rallied from a wo-
games-to-none deficit to defeal the
Mavericks of Texas-Arlington 10-15,
9-15, 15-5, 15-8, 15-9 before a spirited
crowd of 325 at Carmichael Audito-
rium. The win improved UNC to 4-1
and took some of the sting ofT a three-
game loss Friday night to 21st-ranked
Pittsburgh.

"The team needed this win for its
confidence,” UNC head coach Joe
Sagula smid. “We had some upperclass-
men and freshmen rise to the occasion,
It was really good to see both the youth
and the experience take the team from
where they were and bring us up a
notch.”

The match marked the end of a hell-
ishroadtrip for the Mavericks, 2-5, who
played four games in four days.

“They had to be a little fatigued,”
Sagulasaid. “Wethought that the longer
each game went on, it would be to our
advantage. If we stayed calm and didn't
panicand didn't give up too many points,
we could come back.”

Indeed, Texas-Arlington seemed to
run outof gas at about the halfway point
in each of the last three games. The
Mavericks were asclose as 7-5in Game
3 and 8-8 in Games 4 and 5 before the
Tar Heels surged at the end of each
game.

After spending the whole match
crawling from behind, the Tar Heels
went ahead for good in the fifth game,
9.8, on a kill by Melissa Mroczek. Ev-
erything went right for UNC the rest of
the way. On the next point, outside
hitter Natalie Andrews mishita set from
Amy Peistrup, but it dropped inbounds
anyway for a Tar Heel score,

Fittingly, it was Andrews who made

the final kill in Game 5 to cap the
incredible comeback, The junior from
Southern Pines had a career-high 20
kills and a season-high 15 digs.

“Weneeded thiswin,” Andrews said.
“I wanted this win a Jot because of the
way we played lastnight; we had alotto
prove tonight. So I was really intent on
winning tonight, no matter what it took.”

Saturday's match was UNC's first
using the new rally scoring system
implemented this season. In the fifth
game of a match, a point is scored
regardless of which ream serves,

“It really shows who the better team
is," Andrews said of rally scoring. “It's
anybody's game. It really makes you
concentrate more,"

Texas-Arlington committed no er-
rors en route to a 15-10 win in Game 1.
The Mavericks then jumped toan 11-3
lead and took the second game 15-9.

“I think we all got pretty angry at
ourselves (after two games),” freshman
Sarah Ward said. **We were pretty pissed
off. I think we knew what we had to do
was stay focused and stay intense.”

In the third game, UNC had a hitting
percentage of .522, compared to Texas-
Arlington’s figure of - 048.

“The third game obviously was the
key," Sagula said. “After losing three
games to Pitt last night, it was like a
relief — we won our first game in
Carmichael. It was like, ‘whew, that
was a burden taken off our shoulders.”™

Peistrup led both teams with a sea-
son-high 40 assists and added 10 digs
and eight kills. Amy Albers also had
eight kills, while Mroczek and Joanna
Sahm =ach had seven.

“When you win a match like that, [
don’t think there's only one person that
played a great match,” Sagula said.
“Melissa Mroczek played well off the
bench, our freshman middle blockers
did great, Peistrup played a great match
all the way around.”

Stephanie Hanson led Texas-Arling-
ton with 13 kills. Teammate Valerie
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UNC’s Derek Kepner slide tackles a Clemson player in the Tar Heels’ 21 win Sunday

North Carolina’s Sarah Ward smacks a spike between two Texas-Arlington players during the Tar Heels’ comeback victory from two games down against the Mavericks Sat

Whitfield had a game-high 16 digs.

On Friday night, Pittsburgh defeated
the Tar Heels 15-13, 15-8, 1510 in
front of 475 fans.

Soccer edges No. 7 Tigers, 2-1

By Jay Exum
Stafl Writer

The North Carolina men’s soccer
team didn’t get any breaks from the
ACC schedulers this season,

After two shutouts against lightly
regarded Connecticut and Jacksonville.
the No. 10 Tar Heels stepped onto Fetzer
Field Sunday to open the 1991 ACC
season with No. 7 Clemson,

Despite a lacklusier first half from
the UNC offense, coach Elmar
Bolowich's team managed to produce a
2-1 comeback victory behind the mas-
terful goalkeeping of junior Watson
Jennisonand the promising play of fresh-
man Ben Di Meo.

The first half proved frustrating for
the inexperienced Tar Heel forwards.
While the North Carolina defense did
an adequate job of fending off the Tiger
attack, the offense was ineffective in
posing any real threat to Clemson goal-
keeper Jaro Zawisan. squandering most
of its chances to get off good shots. Of
the five UNC shots on goal in the first
hall, three came from outside the goal
box.

The Clemson offense wasn 't exactly
dominant itself, tking only four shots
on goal, but it was enough to give the
Tigersa 1-0 lead at halftime. At9:18 of
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North Carolina led Pitt in the first
game 13-9 before giving up six straight
points, Losing the first game took the
wind out of UNC’s sails, according to

the game, Clemson forward Dayid
McGuire took an assist from midfielder
Rivers Guthrie and headed it past
Jennison for the only Tiger goal of the
afternoon. McGuire nearly put the Tar
Heelsinatwo-goal hole just under three
minutes later with n shot that bounced
safely off the goalposts.

The second hall was another story.

Beth offenses seemed to gain new
life, and UNC fans heard a new name
for the first time that they will be likely
to hear often throughout the next four
SEASONS;

That name was Ben Di Meo, who
wits playing his first game in a Tar Heel
uniform. At the 76:13 mark, the fresh-
man assisted 4 Gregg Berhalter shot
that bounced off a Clemson defender
and into the net to tie the game at one.
The Tar Heel offense didn’t relent from
that point, as it began to penetrate con-
sistently and keep Zawisun busy with
nine second-half shots on goal. This
time eight came from inside the box.

Berhalter had another solid shot, o
near miss with 12:30 remaining that
bounced off the left post. Finally, ar
81:40 of the game, Di Meo's name was
called again, This time he took an assist
from senior co-captain Ritchie
Wachsman and put the winning goal

into the net off his left foot, giving him

Nautilus

Shaping up
your body while
you shape up

your mind.

26 Naultilus machines
Huge Freeweight Area
Personalized Training
Daily Aerobics
Stairmaster
Reebok Step Aerobics
Wollf Tanning Bed

Mon.-Thurs. 6 am-10 pm
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$75 for semester » 5125 academic year
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Tar Heel head coach saill. “"We Wwere
thinking, “we can play with this lean
and here they areannked team, " b we
never did after (the first gihme),

Sngula,

“I think we felt afier the first game
thit we blew the first game, but Pitt's a
team that can come back on you,” the
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