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By Yi-Hsin Chang

Stall Wrier

She answers the phone call, sitting
behind a desk in the Sonfa H. Stone
Black Cultural Center in a beige wool
sweater with a deer design, long skirt
and high, brown boots. She makes an
appointment for 3:15 p.m., hangs up,
then lights up a cigarette. “I've had a
stressful day,” she says.

It's not hard to see why Michelle
Thomas feels stressed. A senior African
and Afro-American studies major from
Laurinburg, Thomas overloads her
schedule with, among other things,
meetings for the Black Student Move-
ment, the Collegiate Black Caucus and
Communiversity,

Thomis serves us CBC co-president,
BSM political activism chairwoman,
BCC student ambassador,
Communiversity co-founder and vice
president of Kawaida, the Afro-Ameri-
can studies club, She is nlso'a member
of the Sonja Stone Task Force and the
BCC Advisory Board.

Last year Thomas was awarded the
Martin Luther King, Jr, Scholarship in
recognition for outstanding leadership,
seademics and service at UNC,

In addition to her BCC ties, Thomas
also works as an office assistant in the
center, where many of her meetings are
held. Her friends know she practically
lives there,

A rall man with a blue jacker shakes
his head at her, staring at the cigarette
in her hand. “What? This is only my

Davis

Inspirational’ leader speakin

second one to-
day." she says in
answer to his dirty
look. He shakes his
head; he is her
“trainer,” trying
tohelp her get back
in shape.

She was in top
shape four years
ago. In December
of her high school
senior year, Thomas joined the Army
Reserves and attended reserve drills on
weekends.

"1 joined because | wanted to go to
college, and my parents could not af-
ford to finance it," she said. “The re-
serves was basically the only option
that I had that I knew of at the time.”

Two weeks after her high school
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“She's in a caregory with Dr, King and
Sonja Stone.

“She’s a straight line. She's very
thorough. Afier she collects the facts,
then she makes o decision about what
she’s going to do about it. She is like
King because she is so spiritual about
things, ... and she's an amazing nego-
tintor.”

Thomas said Malcolm X was her
favorite African-American leader. "' He
wits nvery charismatic, honest, straight-
forward, look you in the eye and e/l you
exactly how he feels and then maybe
give you a smile kind of guy," she said.
“Hove that about him, and I do try 1o be
that way because 1've learned that as a
leader everyone does not have to like
you, It's better to be respected than to be
liked.™

She is respected and liked by friends

graduation, Thomas lefi for the summer
for basic training. She had a week after
training to rest and prepare for college.
Then she came to Carolina,

Initially planning 10 major in busi-
ness, she changed to political science,

“But then I met Dr. Stone, and all that
changed,” Thomas said. She decided to
major in African and Afro-American
studies.

"Dr. Stone introduced me to the
beauty of my culture,” Thomas said,
“She taught me by example the self-
gratification that comes through work-
ing in the community,

“She was my friend and my mentor,
She was always my professor because
even when we were in a personal set-

ting, I was learning from her.”

Murgo Crawford, BCC director, siid
she got to know Thomas after Stone's
death in August, T knew of her because
Sonja hid told me what an exceptional
person she was," Crawford suid. “Sonja
was very impressed by Michelle's dedi-
cation to humanity."

Last January, Thomas was called to
active duty for the Persian Gulf War,
one day after she received the King
scholirship. She reported 1o Fort Bragg
a week later,

"Sonja was so concerned about
Michelle when she was called to duty,™

frompage 1 Crawford said, “Tt was like Michelle

grams 1o help make the transition
smooth,

“I think initially there will be ten-
sion,” she said; “(But) once the commu-
nity is created, I think the tension will
wear off."”

Davis, a Connor Residence Hall resi-
dent, served as a hall senatorand is now
area governor for Henderson Residence
College, chairwoman of the RHA En-
hancement Committee and member of

wits her own daughter,”

Thomas said she never was deployed
in the Middle East. Instead, she stayed
at Fort Bragg for six months processing
Iroops preparing to go to Saudi Arabia,

On Aug. 10, o few weeks aflter Tho-
miss returned to Chapel Hill, Stone died.
"It was a time of trying to cope and deal
with feelings yet organize and try to do

Streeter

"1 think that two or three adults can
sitdown ut the beginning of the year and
come (o some agreement as to what
their visitation policy should be,”

Davis® platform also includes work-
ing with the Department of University
Housing to make it easler for upper-
clnssmen to move from South Campus
residence hallstothose in other regions,

"For the first time in years, capacity

Michelle Thomas dedicates time and energy to the BCC

atthe University and in the community.
BSM President Arnie Epps said Tho-
mas did not hiesitate to tell people where
she stood. “People may not like whit
she suys, but they respect the person the
words are coming from," Epps said.

“Michelle's a worker. A lot of times
you can lead and not be president, and
Michelle is just that, She leads by ex-
ample, not by title.”

Denise Beal, service coordinator of
the ap.p.Le.s, program, met Thomas at
# BSM meeting last fall. “She is a phe-
nomenal person,” Beal said. “People
who associate with Michelle get a cer-
tain kind of strength from her.

“It’s people like Michelle who hold
the campus accountable to the commu-
nity."

James Brittian, president of the
Chapel Hill-Carrboro chapter of the
NAACP, was so impressed by Thomas
that he asked her to speak al the chapter's
King birthday celebration,

“There aren"t many people who will
stand up and say what they believe in,”
Brittinn said. "It takes a lot of cournge.
It takes a lot of fortitude 1o speak out,”

DTHMDbbie Siengel

things that she would've wanted if she
were still alive, continuing the logucy,”
Thomas said

Denise Matthewson, co-chairwoman
of the Sonja Stone Task Force, said
Thomus was very pussionate and dedi-
cilled, “She keeps the energy going,”
Matthewson swid.

Someone comes in to show her an
article in College Digest. She savs she' I
read it when she gets the chance. Ten
minures farer o friend whe volunteered
for Communiversity appears. Michelle
tells him the program is being post-
poned. He askswhy, She doesn't know.
She's going to find out at 3:15 p.m.

Thomas founded Communiversity, a
weekend school to teach disadvantaged
African-American children about their
history and herituge, and recruited fac-
ulty and students to devote 10 Satur-
days 10 the program, Crawford said.

I am an educator of 25 years, and
Michelle is extremely outstanding given

¢ out, moving full speed ahead

Thomas™ speech was very well re-
ceived, he said. “I've had responses
from all over the community based on
what she said and what some other
people who spoke said. It's inspired
them to become more involved.™

Even though Thomas comes from a
mixed background — her mother is
French, and her Father is black — she
was always taught that she was black
and that she should be proud of it, she
sinid.

"My birthcertificate says 1'm black,"”
Thomas said. “There's never been any
doubt as to my blackness,*

Thomas® mother, Roselyn Thomas,
who lives in Laurinburg, said people
picked on her daughter becuuse she was
mixed. “But she was always very con-
cerned about people,” Roselyn Thomas
said. “When she was a child and she had
n dollur and she saw someone hungry,
she would give it to them."

Thomas said her goal was to get o
muster'sdegree in sociology and ndoc-
torate in black studies; Then she would
like to do research, write and be a pro-
fessor in Afro-American studies,

“I'd like to teach at a historically
bluck college because traditionally black
schools are a very signilicant part of the
African-American community and his-
tory,” she said. “Teaching at a histori-
cally black college would, hopefully,
be a contribution — a giving back.”

Crawford predicred leadership and
success for Thomas, "I think wherever
sihe decides to go, the community there
will realize whata wonderful asset they
have in her,” Crawford said, “She's
Boing to play a big role in leading the
African-American community.”

A woman sits patiently, waiting for a
moment of Michelle's time, She can
only promise her 10 minutes, At 3:15
pan., she's going to find out what's
keeping Communiversity from proceed-
ing as planned. Then she'll figure out
where to go from there,

all the experience 1've had,” she said,
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in north region is not full,” Davis said.

“I'hink the way to keep upperclussmen
inthe residence halls isto make it easier
for them to get the rooms they want,"

the Housing Advisory Board Visitation
Subcommittee. She also'is a member of
the antomey general’s staff and wus a
Daily Tar Heel staff member for one
year.

Visitation policy revision also would
be an important goal, Davis said. The
policy prohibits overnight guests of the
opposite sex, but the policy should be
rewritten without the mention of gen-
der, she said.

"Critics of the visitation policy argue
that it's unenforceable, that it's an at-
tempt 1o impose morals on adults,” she
saud. “Some people have even gone as
far s to say it's discriminatory against
heterosexuals.

RHA should continue working with
the TAr Heel Recycling Program but
should become more nctively involved,
she said. “1 think recycling is very ic-
cessible,” Davis said. "My only con-
cern is that it's not being picked up
enough.”

Students are recycling so much that
volunteers who pick up the matetial
cannot handle the load, she said, RHA
and residence hall governments should
help TARP empty the containers (o
control the overflow.
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You Need A Bath.
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Bath

Really, you do. And it’s not because you smell like
Pigpen. But wouldn’t you like to have your own
bathroom? Never again will you have to tote all of
your toiletries down the hall or put up with your
roommate’s soap scum. So wake up to the wonder of
toilet paper, that rolls.

Housing FAIr
Tuesday, February 4
Great Hall
10a.m.-4 p.m,

Housine Guipe

Job," he said. “Tthink it"s best to remind
the constituents of that,”

As RHA president Streeter would
work for more advances in minority
issues, he said,

"We have the racinl diversity pro-
posul” he said. I krow that would be
one of my main things,”

The racinl diversity plan, which goes
into effect for fall semester, reserves
rooms in North Campus residence hully
for black students who want to move.
But Streeter sinid he would like to in-
clude minorities other than blacks inthe
diversity plan.

"Eventually you're going to have o
look at ather minorities,” he spid, “It's

T Boing 1o be a major tusk. 1'm looking

towird jr.”

Streeter said he did not think the
program was a quota plan, "If [ didn’t
know the background, I might,” he said.
“(Bur) I don’t see it as n quota.”

A minority resource library and mi-
nority programs would help students
adjust to the new plan, Streeter suid.

Streeter suid he also wanted to pro-

mote RHA and to get students invoived

Campus Calendar

because many students didn't realize
what RHA was,

“I feel that you nieed to go out and
recruit people,” Streeter said, “1 think
the president needs to get out there and
mitybe set up a table in the Pit. During
onentation, we need to say "“This is who
we are, and we want you to get in-
volved,""

Strengthening present RHA pro-
grams such as the quiz file, recycling
and computer labs also is an impornant
goal, he said,

Reinstating the Faculty Fellows Pro-
gram, aprogram in which faculty mem-
bers speak to students in the residence
hills, would benefit students, It was a
basis for studdents to get to know people
whothey normully would not,” he said.

RHA hits worked with Instructional
Technologies to develop computer labs
on South Campus. but the group should
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INOON: Binck Faculty/Staff Cacus will sporsor
i “Cominiinity Forum”™ in 212 Peabady:

330 pum. Study Abroad will have an informa
tivnal session about progrms in China in 208 Union

Job Hunt 104; “11's A Jungle Oul There™ work-
:hﬂ) Tot senbors and graduste studenin. 210 Hunes,

estime writiog workshop in 306 Hanes for un-
dert Inuamen inderested In intemships

Ridgefield Action Praject, Morehead Plancturiun,

4 pom. N.C, Feltows Leadership Development
Program will hold sn open howse it 224 Union,

Undergraduate Sociulogy Club will discuss up-
woming semesier activitied in 152 Hamilion,

4:30 pom. LNGC Study Abroad will have informs-
Hon wesslon on pograms in Bragil, lower level of
Caldwell Hull

5 pon. Job Hunt 100: “Orientation™ provides
mformation an how 10 use the UCFPS office 1
sonces sl grndunte siadents in 210 Hanes

UNC Vegetariun Soclely invites everyone ta 3
free feast in Carmichael Baliroom.

ATESEC will hold o peneral body meeimg. Check
Ulntkom Desk for poom nismber.

5:18 pum. Aslan Students Assoaclatlon, 206 Usion

5:30 p.m., Communion service sl Ludheran Cam-
s Minlstry

& pom. UNITAS fnvites everyone to a discavsion

ot “Deasa Rose,” £ifth tloor of Canmichael dom
615 pom. Meal ut Lutheran Campus Minlstry,
6145 pm. LNC Pre-Law Chal by having s tour of
Ihe Iaw sehool, s Dean Elizabett Pure will discuss
admissians in the Law shool labby
7 pam. Volunteer Actlon Cender will sponsor n
speaker Trom the Asocimtion of Retanded Citirens
will divcuss ARC volunieer opponunities
Preseritanion by Public Financinl Management
Wil be bl In 219 Hates, Sponsared by UCHPS,
Operation Smile, Campus Y Resonrce Center,
UNC Shag Club iv offering 2 workshop in the
bavement of Mangum Residence Hall
T30 potw Corme weabch firat two rownids of the 1992
Stusm Dunk Contest in Cammichiel Auditorium. Con-
fentants sign op in the 'CAA office, Suite A Union.
UNC Tnvestment Club will have an iifonmal
meeting open ta all majgon in T-2 New Carmoll
Cacolina Indiun Clrele, Campus ¥ Lounge.
Presentation by the Trust Company Bank will be
held in Baltronm C of the Caroling lnn
Musim Students’ Assochuthon weksatnes every-
o i hewr Mahes Kothafi lecture about “From Hin
iy 1o Intwm™ in 226 Union
B pm Amnesty International Student Action
Crromp will imeed In 205 Ussion to walch Yoo Could
Be Amested™ and 10 disclisy Tyture busipess
UNC-Soviel Exchange. Union Cullery,

work now on the rest of the residence
halls, Strecter said.

Corrections

“RHA has done things with them in
the pustto open South Campus labs," he
said, “Now it's time 10 look toward
North Campus,”

In the Jan, 27 Daily Tar Heel, there
are two corrections,

In the article, "'Students to cast their
ballots in Feb. 11 campus elections,”
the number of Curolina Athletic Asso-

REACH...YOUR GOAIS |
months

for

clation cabinet members was incor-
rect. The number varies from yeur o
year, and there ure |8 thiy year,

In the article, “Union accepis appli-
cations for president,” the number of

NGT

students onthe Caroling Union Board
of Directors is 12.

In the Jun, 28 Daily Tar Heel ar-
ticle, “Bounds, Toll say working as a
team will get the job done,” it should
have been stated that Toll has only
applied to work us o research assistant
at Newsweek and Fortune magazines,

The DTH regrets the errors,
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CALL 1-800-6-BAHAMA

(1-800-822-4203)

When: Saturday, February 1, 1992 « 10a.m. - 5p.m.
(Visit any time during program hours)
Where: G&ve'fnmenf House Hotel
201 S. McDowell St. and Third Street

Uptown Charlotte

FREE ADMISSION - NO PRE-REGISTRATION
(Resumes and professional attire required)
Meet and interview Immediately with top employers
such as: City of Charlotte, Duke Power, Dupont
Merck, Roche Biomedical Labs, Unisys, Carolinas
Medical Center, Frito Lay, And More!!

Sponsared by e Chorlolle- Meckientiurg Wibon Leagus Comorttions. Meass coll 104-377-2234 I inksiested.
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