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Students don dresses to defy national trend of waiting to wed

By Robin Lowe
§_uHde

Formaost UNC students who struggle
10 make the grade and actually eat and
sleep at night, mwringe is the last thing
on their minds,

But that didn’t stop Todd Wade, a
December gruduate from Jamestown,
from marrying UNC siudent Angie
Wilson, & senior from Madison, this
Janwary, The couple wanted a short
engagement. because they felt God wis
leaeling them 1o get married now, Todd
Waile suid.

“We've only been married for i
couple of weeks, but (Angie) has been
really busy.” he siid. “It's a big adjust-
ment; she's wking 18 hours to graduate
and there wre more things to do around
the apartment as compared with living
i the dorms.”

Luurie Chang, o graduate student
from Raleigh, is another student who
has defied national rends by getting
engaged ormarried while stillin school,
Bur Chang. engaged last summer, opted
to wait a while before marriage, so that
she could finish hor education,

“My first priority is tostay inschool,”
she said. In additon, Chang suid she

money was the source of many marital
arguments, Her fiance attends Georgia
Technical University, and she said she
still felt like they were just boyfriend
and girlfriend,

Long engagements seem to be the
most popular maminge option. Accord-
ing to the 1990 U.S. Bureau of Census
survey of Marital Status and Living
Armangements, the age at which people
are married for the first time has sub-
stuntiadly increased in the past 30 yeurs,
In 1960, among women between the
ages of 20 and 24, only 28 percent had
never been married. But in 1990, 63
percent of that age group of women had
never been marmried. Among 20- 1o 24-
year-old men. 53 percent had never
been married in 1960, That percentage
rose 1o 79 percent in 1990,

Chuck Burnett, who has a doctoral
degree in public health with an empha-
sis in marriage and family, said the
average age for firstmamriages increased
to 27 years old for women and 28 yeirs
old for men who have a college degree.
Forpeople withouta college degree, the
age at first marriage is 23 for women
and 25 for men. Burnett said.

The avernge age ar first marringe
decreased for both men and women
from 1890 to 1950, but steadily in-
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crepsed until 1990, Accordingto 1990's
statistics, most women get married
24 and men ar 26.

Thistrend s reflected locally as well.
According o the University Registrur's
Office,only 5.8 percent of UNC women
and 4.9 percent of men were married in
1991 These figures have stayed consis-
tent from year to year, said Joanne
Kucharski, assisiant registrar.

Sociology professor Ronald Rindfuss
said most young people were waiting
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SPECIALISTS IN TAXES FOR
FACULTY & STUDENTS

BOYD INCOME TAX SERVICE, INC.
* PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS
* FREE ESTIMATES - AFFORDABLE RATES

9329112
EVENINGS BY APPOINTMENT

The

TANNERY
10 Visits $35.00

20 Visits $60.00

BN T diys @ weel « Til 10 pm Weokdays
On Franklin Street next 1o The Parlor

929-5409

THER
BECOMIN

E ARE TWO SIDES TO
G A NURSE IN THE ARMY.

And they're both repre-
sented by the insignia you wear
as a member of the Army Nurse
Corps. The caduceus on the left
meansyou're part of a health care
system in which educational and
career advancement are the rule,
not the exception. The gold bar

on the right means you command respectasan Army officer. If you're carn-
ing a BSN, write: Army Nurse Opportunities, PO, Box 3219, Warminster,
PA 18974-9845. Or call toll free: 1-800-USA-ARMY, ext. 438,

ARMY NURSE CORPS. BE ALLYOU CAN BE.

longer to get murried for o variety of
reasons, He atlribured getting murried
laterin life toalong-1enminerease in the
number of years of education most
people want to achieve. “[t's certainly
not impossible, but it's difficult to be a
student and be marned.”

Burnett cited the rate of divorce for
couples married ar the ages 18 10 24 o
36 percent for women and 39 percen
formen. "Mostdivorees occur bebween
the first 10 years,” Bumett said. “The
longer you stay married, the better
chiance you have at making it work."

Overcoming and dealing withtransi-
tions s a big problem facing young
newlyweds, Burnert said. “Changes in
Jobs, schools and other things all affect
the marriage." he suid. “The older you
getmarried, the less change you tend to
go through and the more stuble you are

<o You don'vreally find your ientity
until your fate 204,

But there are still those UNC stu-
dents representing the brave minority
that decide to marry a d younger age,

Ginger Meek, a senior from Norlina,
announced her engagement in Decem-
ber. She and her fiance, who is out of
school, sef the wedding dite for next
December. so Meck can graduare,

“I've really been struggling with
keeping a bulince (hetween s¢hool and
plinning the wedding)," Meek said. “lrs
hard, because I'n taking a 1ot of lower-
level cliasses because [ iransferred, and
've got this wonderful life sitting on
go. There’s a lol to be done. I'always
thought I'd be much older when | got
married, but when Fmet (my fiance) it
was so-right,”

Carmen ledrd, asenior from Hudson,
his been engaged fora yearand o halfl
Her wedding dire is set for June 6, after
she graduates, “1's not been badd,” she
said referring to balancing wedding
plans und school, “It*s been o Jot of fun,
I'm looking forward o graduating and
having a wedding all arthe same time.

Rindfuss also cited an increuse in
cohabitation and the rising cost of find-
ing afforduble and suitable housing us
other reasons for young people to post-
pone marriage.

According to the census survey, out
of the 5.7 million partners that lived in
unmarried-couple households, 23 per-
cent were under 25, The largest group
(A1 percent)of unmurried-couple house-
holds was in the 25-34 ape group.

From 1980 to 1990 the number of
unmarried-couple households grew

suid some studies predict the divorce

from 1.6 million to 2.9 million,

Althaugh Burmnett knew of no figures
depict the rare of marriage for couples
who live together before migrriage, he
did say that those who live together
before marriage have the same chance
of sticking together us those people who
did nor live together. “*Cohabitation is
typically a path to murriage.” he said,

Some of the problems Burnett noted
among upmarried couples living to
gether were competition and communi-
cation.

“If couples don’t communicute well.
and the more things there are going on
their individual lives, the more likely
they are to have problems.” Bumen
said.

The notion of campetition, the avail-
ability of other partners. also drives a
it between unmarried couples living
tgether, "There 15 no Gl commit-
N, 80 you dre aware of other poten-
tial partners,” he said. “If you're in
schaol, there are going 1o be more people
around which cun be seen as potential
partners.

“Marringe is il very powerful,
Some couples can live together and
some van't,” he swd.

While the odds stacked sgainst any
marriage are currently 50/50, Burnen

rate would jump (o 60 percent or 63
percent,

However, relitionships are foundeil
on trust and love, not statistics: For
those of us closer romantics, the saying
still rings true, ** All you need is love™ .
and maybe some aspirin.

Campus Calendar

MONDAY

3:30 pom. UNC Study Abreoid will give an infisr-
mthon yession on prograns in Mexico in the lower
level uf Coldwell

&30 p.m, LNC Study Abeond will give an infuoe
Aionsession an progrims (o Argenting i the lower
level of Cakdwell

T pm, Job Hunting in a Recension, Steve
Ruoentwki, Directir ol Hinman Resourcesan Ferguson
Enterprives, will speak in 211 Uiion, Sporiced by
UCPPS and Alpha Kappa Psi;

Rupe Action Project will meet in 208 Umiom

Epsiton Sigmn Alpha il have fomal nah in 206
Llaion

Men's Club Tennls will Bave an organistional
mttting fn | 04 Fetzer for all intensied.

Sanfa H. Stone Block Coltural Center will hold
a mandatory training wsdon for sohiileers o ibe
Communiversity progoan i (he SHSBOC

T30 g, Caroling Critic will meet in Supe C of
the Union. Questions? Call Cirsin g 912- 1567 or Jim
ul W37

Ballroom Dance Clab meets in 026 Woolen Swing
Latssaint Followed by dancing ar 8:30 pm

Rep, David Price will be speaking inthe Dinlecric
Chinmbery of New West, Sposevored by DHateetle &
Philaniheople Societies.

8 pmiacpupbes Stadont Agtion Geoup mecing
iy 208 Unian

B:30 p,m. Fellowship of Christisn Athletes pie:
sets former Mew York Yankees All-Star Bobby
Richardson i Cpemichuel Ballroom

TUESDAY

4 pom. Federal/Stnte Government Cancers Panel
will be held in 210 Hanes, Spomand by LCPPS

5130 p.m. Sonja H. Stone Task Force will hold it
first meeting of the semester in the SHSBCC,

7 g UNC Undergraduate History Association
will have an informational meeting in 369 Hamilion

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Peer Leadership Comaltants applications e
sviulible stanting Feb. 3 at 01 Stecle or anthe Uniion
Desk and e dise by Feb. 24

SAFE Escort reaumes service Feb, 2. SAFE oper
res from Sunday throtgh Thursday 7 pa 1o 1 am
and caih be conbicred al Davls o 21 962 5AFE

Sigymn Guuvima Rbo will bold A Latgh. A Teur”
The Black Experence Film Fest 92, 7 p.m. Feb. 4
O In Carmyichuel Ballioom. Admission i free.

Carolinn Alds Resourées Ensembli b lnok g for
sturdents interekted i bullding ATLS dworefieas, rfh-
Ing furds for HEV-positne people. and volurteering
within our commmunity, Call Cynihig o 9332076

Phi Eta Shgma members; Ciraduite seholarship

Jundergeaduite awaed ipplicatioins ate aviilable in
the Homor Office. 300 Sicele,

CAMP DAY 92: Talk 10 mpresentutives fromm 50
camps Trome 10w o d [ Febo S o Geeat 1
about wocking at o summer camp

Freshmen anid sophamams: Applications for (he
Honors Progeain sre availible outside 300 Steele
Wenidinge and sre due by Teh, 7

Acetunting Student Associntion will offier froe
Tan dbabstance 1or Farmas JR0EZ, 10404, md Bavie
1030, Bring W-2a, [y, il 13 o you recieved
I the el from 430 pom. o 630 pom. Wedne sday,
and i0am, 102 paw. Friday and Sararday 1o Cure Mill
Ml

Class of "38 Summer Study Abeoad Fellow ship
Apptications Tor three felluwships of shog $2.600
each are avilatile at the Imermaional Cester and ane
dite March 9, Questhons? Cill Y62-3661

ARTS

The Connefls: 8 pm. Enday i Memonal Hall
SELSD kst 14,50 generl public at the Uniog
Box Office

“Ain’t Mishehavin®." presented by (he Limion
Pedoriting Arts Series: 8 pay Sunday in Memop
Liall, 85 studer /S 1O e ral public b Uniti Bns
Office.

Terence Wanchard Cuinkel, ns par of the Jars
Festivil: §p st Feb 21 sn Mumarial Hall 34 sodenty
SH peneral public an the Uniog Bax e

»

Now at the Best Seafood House in Town...
Steamed Alaskan Snow Crab Legs

$4.99 per pound
Served Sunday through
Thursday evenings with
coleslaw, hush puppies
and baked potato or

French Fries.

*No take-out or sharing
of reorders, please

LanplusBER’s.

i

SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

Chapel Hill/Durham « HWY 54 at [-40 » 493-8006 » 967-8227
Ralelgh » Atlantic Ave. at Spring Forest Rd. » 790-1200
Lunch 11:30-2:00 Sun. - Fri. » Dinner 5:00-9:00 Sun. - Thurs, 5:00 - 10:00 Fri. - Sat

meeting.

UNC-CH offers A program in
Radiologic Science which may be the >
prOfEssion you have been looking for.

Anyone interested in the health
professions should investigate
what radiology has to offer. Call
966-5146 for more information
even if you cannot aftend this

DONTMISS UNC-CH's BEST-KEPT SECRET!

/A

* PLACE:

Meet the faculty and students, learn about the roles of Radiologic Science. find
out about Clinical Elective Experiences, hear about the prerequisites, admis-
sions process, and curriculum, learn what graduates of the program are doing.
and ENJOY FREE REFRESHMENTS! We have lots of information to share about
"UNC-CH's Best Kept Secret”|

e DATE: Feb. 4, 1992
o [IME: 7:

00 pm
Rm. 211 & Rm. 212
Carolina Union

will be at the
Bulls Head Booksbop
to autograph his book

on Wednesday, February 5
2:00-3:00 pm |

call 962-5060 ) for more information

Bull's Head Bookshop

UNC Student Stores 962-5060




