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Ward-Grobes would not comment
on the studies.

Colby suid the FDA% approval of
food irradiation despité*the question-
able results of the studies was “uncon-
scionable,” and shows the FDA’s lack
of credibility.

“The FDA is very proneto mistakes,”
he said. “In the 1980s, the FDA is more
a political body than a scientific body.”

Everett said that imadiated foods pro-
duced by the Vindicator plant were safe

Weaver

“They make good salaries scaring
the hell out of people with lies,” Everett
said, “There is no science supporting
them. They make up their own facts.”

Dan Carroll, professor of food sci-
ence at N.C, State University, said that
any risk for consumers from irmadiation
would be a “trivial risk.™

“There isn't any evidence to indicate
that irradiated foods are unsafe,” he
said. “I would not think twice about
buying strawberries that have been irm-

irmadiation conjures images of “radio-
activity and birth defects,” Carroll said.

"With a lol of people, it's 4n emo-
tional issue rather than a scientific one,™
he said.

But a research scientist whohas done
studies on the subject is not convinced
of the safety of irradintion.

Vijayalaxmie, a scientist who stud-
ied irradiation in India, fed freshly irra-
diated wheat to rats, mice and monkeys
in several 12-week studies.

from page 3

Gordon said he thought consumers,
not the state, would decide the issue.

"I really believe that this will be
settled in the marketplace,” he said.
“Consumers have achoice to buy ornot

to buy."

But other area grocery stores have
not endorsed a ban.

Joann Boone, public affairs coordi-
nator for Kroger, said Kroger did not
plan to carry irradiated foods but might
reconsider if customersdemanded them.

Food Lion has received requests from
consumers tocarry irmdiated foods and
seesno reasonto ban them, said Michael
Mozingo, corporate spokesman.

“We feel that the (FDA) has done
more than an adequate job,” he said.
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levels of embryonic deaths and abnor-
mal numbers of chromosomes. These
chromosomal abnormalities have been
linked to cancer, Vijayalaxmie said.

Animals that were fed untreated
wheat and those fed irradiated wheat
that was stored for three months showed
no abnommalities, she said.

An additional study was performed
on malnourished children, but it was
terminated after six weeks when the
children began to show chromosomal
abnormalities from the freshly irradi-
ated wheat, she said.

The children had no chromosomal
abnormalities when a study was per-
formed eight months later.

“Just because the FDA has given
(irradiation) clearance, that does not
mean everything is safe and sound,”
Vijayalaxmie said. “I want solid proof
that it is safe,”

The government should enact more
stringent health regulations on the food
industry to control salmonella rather
than turning to irradiation to clean the
food after it is contaminated, she said.

According to Louria’s article, some
scientists claim that imadiation destroys
some of the irradiated food’s nutrients,
including vitamins A, C and E.

The FDA has found no basis for this

il argument in their own studies. Ina May

that the FDA **has found no evidence of
significant vitamin loss in (irmdiated)
chicken" and concluded that imadiated
poultry would not have “an adverse
impact on the nutritional value of a
person’s diet.”

The FDA requires that imadiated
foods be labeled with the radura, an
international symbol for irradiation, and
the words “Treated with radiation™ or
“Treated by irradiation.”

Colby said he hoped states would
ban irmdiated foods because of the lack
of reliable evidence in support of the
safety of iradiation.

“You see a huge controversy in the

Smith said many private businesses
also would need to make architectural =
changes to accommodate the disabled
under the ordinance,

The federal government informed
private business owners of the new act,
she said. Smith said no local business
owners had complained about the cost
of the changes,

“There are businesses thal are aware
they have to comply," Smith said.

Coordinators will hold a public in-
formation meeting April 8 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Chapel Hill Town Hall council
chambers to discuss the act and its pre-
scriptions.

scientific community,” he said. “This
controversy must be settled before we
make guinea pigs out of the human
population.”
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Short People!
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just $4.99 more, or just buy any
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