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Stalking bill gets serious consideration in N.C. House
But David Smoot, a Raleigh psy mean that the bill should not be passed,

he said. "It may create some more busiBy Jennifer Friedman
Staff Writer

stalking a criminal offense. Stalking
includes following a person with intent

to cause emotional distress.
Rep. Anne Barnes, who

planned to introduce a similar bill next
year, said she felt the bill was both
necessary and timely. "I think it'sgreatly
needed," she said. "I'm delighted to
have a chance to act on it this session."

State and local lawmakers and law

enforcement officers are hopeful that a

proposed stalking bill will make life a

little bit safer in the Tar Heel state.
The bill, currently under consider-

ation in the N.C. House, would make

to get at these people in a serious way."
Alternative laws concerning assaults

and threats only allow for a slap on the

wrist, Rosen said. "(Convicted crimi-

nals) often wind up with suspended
sentences and not very serious punish-
ments," he said. "This allows for seri-

ous punishment."
Impetus for the bill comes from the

rising number of women who try to

escape violent husbands or lovers, only
to be followed, Rosen said.

"The law would almost exclusively
be used by battered women," he said.

"We've got battered women who move

from state to state to escape."

The stalking law would help stop
crimes before they happen, Barnes said.

"(Previously) laws didn't provide for
punishment until something actually
happened," she said. "Of course, you
want to stop (crime) before it happens."

Lee Rosen, chairman of the Domes-

tic Violence Committee of the Ameri-

can Bar Association, said the bill would
help law enforcement officials achieve
tougher punishment in cases of assault
and conveyed threats.

"There are lots of different people
chasing other people around," Rosen
said. "You do end up with people who
act in crazy ways and . . . you need a way

chologist, said that while the law could
have a positive psychological effect on

victims of domestic violence, it would
not stop the violence from occurring.

"It takes (the women) out of the
victim's role and into a more assertive
role," he said. 'This shows that they
have options to take action, to defend
themselves, and to stand up for their
own rights."

Retired N.C. Supreme Court Justice
Harry Martin said he thought the crime
described in the statute was covered in

other state statutes and did not need to

be repeated in a new bill.
"We already have the crime of as-

sault, to be guilty of which requires only
that the person have fear of being in-

jured," he said. "We also have the crime
of threats. You can also get injunctions
against it. This seems to be duplicat-

ing."
But duplicity does not necessarily

ness for lawyers, Martin joked.
Attorney Nick Herman also said he

thought the bill was superfluous and
political in nature. "A situation where
someone is intimidating someone else
by virtue of following them maybe
saying something and then following
them again is an assault."

Many people think that the term as-

sault refers only to attempted physical
contact, Herman said. "The definition
of assault is the intentional infliction or
apprehension of offensive bodily con-

tact. For example, if someone were to
go up to another and say, "I'm going to
beat you to a pulp,' that's an assault.

"This deals with a pattern of threats
and is seeking to make that a crime. It's
political because otherwise (such ac-

tions) would also fit the classic defini-

tion of an assault or communicating
threats."
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CAROLINA UNION
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Fiddler on the Roof
The world's favorite musical

October 5, 1992

Preservation Hall Jazz Band
The best band in the land

November 22, 1992

Marcel Marceau
The genius of gesture

December 9, 1992

Grand Hotel
Enter a world of intrigue

January 13, 1993

Martha Graham School Ensemble
Passion and eloquence in motion

March 2, 1993

Vienna Choir Boys
Irresistible boys with angelic voices

March 23, 1993

Parsons Dance Company
The hottest ticket in modern dance

April 19, 1993
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When you purchase a bike from us, 907.. of the
service is built-i- n. We'll precision tune your bike

free for as long as you can bring it in. We don't
charge extra for this guarantee, nor is a charge
hidden in the price of the bike. Our prices are very

competitive.
To the first 300 new and returning Carolina

students, a free ck ($30 value) with any new
bike purchase (from us of course).

We offer mountain, road and cross-terrai- n bike

by Bianchi, Fuji, Raleigh, Univega, KJien and Fat
Chance. Call 00-46&-6508 to order from our
free catalogue of bicycles, accessories, fitness
equipment, and in-li- ne skate systems.

FOUR SEASONS FITNESS
2I4W. Franklin St (2 blocks from campus)

929-5M-4

Mon.-Fr- i. 0-- 7, Sat 1 0-- 6, Sun. I --5

OR GO
camping canoeing
windsurfing X country skiing
backpacking caving
kayaking hang gliding
Beginners are encouraged to participate!
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MEETINGS EVERY THURSDAY

7:00 pm 205 & 206 Union
1st Meeting August 27th

for more info: 962-101- 3 Carolina Union Box Office (919) 962-144- 9
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DEADLINE: AUGUST 21
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Sorority Rush begins
the first day of

classes, Aug. 26, and
lasts until September

3rd. The fee for
participating in Rush

is $20.00.
Information will be

available in the Pit at
Orientation, or you

may mail in the Rush
Manual Request

Form and receive a
booklet with detailed

information and a
registration form.

Most communications from the Registrar & other
campus offices comes to you via the U.S. Mail.

For this reason and FOR YOUR BENEFIT, PLEASE

KEEP THE REGISTRAR (address input office)
UPDATED before, during, and after each term

regarding changes to your Local, GradeBilling,
or Parent Address.

Submit changes to the
University Registrar's Office, 1 05 Wanes Hall,

Campus Box 21 00, UNC-C- H, 27599.
Service Hours: 8 am-- 4 pm, Monday-Frida- y.

Closed Thursdays 9-1- 1 am.
Thank You for helping us serve you better!

Phone

Year

MAIL YOUR
REQUEST TO:

Merrie Jo Alcoke, Rush Chair
CB5100,01 Steele Building
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-510- 0


