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On the Town
By Chack Hauser
I AM PICKING MY WORDS carefully, because this is

History, Reminiscence, and Comment on
Present-Day Developments Are Combined
In an Address by John Motley Morehead
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The Weekly is in favor of the legal sale
of liquor in Orange county.

The stores where liguor is legally soid,
as in Durham and about thirty other coun-
ties in the State, are called ABC stores.
ABC stands for Alcoho! Beverage Control
That i= what we should have instead of
the pretense of Prohibition that we have
now. i

The legal ban on the sale of liquor has
no effect on the quantity of liguor con-
sumed in the county. Anybody who wants
Iiguor can get it in nearby Durhem or,
if he feels like taking a little jonger drive,
at Morrigville on the nighway from here
to Raleigh. Or he can get it right here
in Chape! Hill from one of the bootleggers
who sell legal liquor and get their profit
from what they add to the regular price.

All that the legal ban does is to deprive
the county of the many thousands of
dollars of tax revenue that it would get
if the people of Orange who want liguor
could buy it at home instead of in Dur-
ham, Wake, and other ABC counties.

Of the county’s many needs for more
money, the most urgent is the need of the
schools, for both expansion and mainten-

ance. So it is appropriate for a Parent-

Teachers Association to be interested in
discussing, as the Chapel Hill PTA did
at its recent meeting, the possibility of
findjng new sources of revenue. At this

| called Prohibition —L. G.
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An article that appeared recently in a
New England newspaper surprised me. It
was about the exterior design of homes
and school buildings, and the reason for
my surprise was that the writer of the
article set forth opinions guite differen:
from those | remembered he had form-
erly heid Before, he had been an ardent
advocate of “functionalism™ He is a
Harvard azlumnus and perhaps he had
been influenced by Walter Gropius, who
introduced functionalism into the scepe
at Cambridge and, as Dean of Harvard's
Graduzte School of Design, became the |
leading exponent of the doctrine in Amer-
ica. Anyway, whatever the explanation,
this Harvard man now expresses himself
as not pleased with structures expressive
of this doctrine. It is not that he is op-
posed to buildings' being functional—that °
is, serviceable; it is just that he believes
they can be funetional on the inside
without looking the way they do on the
outside.

His remarks were inspired by an ex-
hibition of architects’ drawings of schools
and homes.

“These exhibits made me very sad,” he
wrote. “They reflected a high leve] of

“technical excellence, but the schools look-
ed just like schools everywhere eise now
being erected by the new crop of archi-
tects, and the houses looked just like the
houses now going up in the suburbs of
Austin, Texas, or Nashville, Tennessee, or
Santa Barbara, California, or where are
vou. School houses of one section should |
not resemble those of another like peas |
in a pod.”

There was a time when homes were
characteristic of the regions where they
were. “If you saw a long street lined
with stately houses bearing two-story |
Corinthian columns all around them, you
knew you were in Athens, Ga., but if you
saw a long street lined with severely bare
three-story houses, bare except for won- |
derfully delicate and beautiful porches |
over the ornamental fromt door, you knew !
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chimney, which is in
. turn joined to another packing box which

I have been reading the pamphlet edi-'
tion of the address which John Motley
Morehead, 3rd, delivered at the dedication
of the Port Terminal at Morehead City.
It combines, in extremely interesting
fashion, history, reminisdence, and com-
ment on the material and cultural develop-
ment of North Carolina.

The present generation knows Mr.
Morehead as the founder of the Morehead
Foundation which awards scholarships to
the University, as donor of the Morehead
building (embracing art gallenies and the

. planetarium), and as .co-donor of the

Morehead-Patterson Bell Tower. Oider |
people in North Carolina, and others who
are familiar with its past through read-
ing, know him not only for his achieve-
ments in industry and for his benef.
but also for his connection with a family
that has played a commanding part in the
building of the State.

I am reproducing here some parts of the
address. Those parts which are quoted
verbatim are enclosed in quotation marks:
others are condensations.

“The name Morehead was given to the
families in Scotland who, since they lived
at the head of the moors, came fo be
variously known as Moorehead, Muirhead,
and Morehead™ . . . “The Moreheads had
lived at the head of the moors of Scotland
as farmers and shepherds, served as mem-
bers and chiefs of Highland clans, as
parishioners, pastors, and bishops, as
crusaders to the Holy Land, as knighted
lairds, as ministers of state, as Scottish
rebels against English kings, as mer-
chants in Edinburgh and London, and as
colonizers and colonists in the new world.”

The Moreheads came to Virgiria in 1630

tions

. and later settled in the fertile valleys be-

tween the Banister and Dan rivers which

| join to make the Roanoke and tie to-

gether much of North Carolina and Vir-
ginia. The first John Motley Morehead
was born July 4, 1796 in Pittsylvania
county, Virginia. When two years old he
was brought to Rockingham county in
this State. His boyhood home was not
far from the battlefield of Guilford Court
House where General Nathanael
chacked the advance of L4
He was in the class of 1817 in th§

the first and probably will be the only occasion I will ever
‘have to agree with Joe McCarthy. I refer to the comment
'made by the junior senator from Wisconsin when he was
high respect for Polk but campaigned :old Harvey Matusow had accused him of inspiring Matu-
against him in support of Heary Clay, his sow to campaign against certain Democratic senatorial
Whig party favorite. in the Presidential candidates. Matusow, as you know, is the repentant ex-
campaign of 1844 (Polk won ) Commni-«-iohswnﬂ’;?“’“’““?is‘i‘"tm
40 SRR B et o spiie [0 % WEROuN SRERARE O TR T D e
the infleence of President Joseph Caliwell {1, = Tt of Congressional investios o
and a young graduste and instructol.| MeCarthy's comment was to the effect that he didn't
Archibald De Bow Murpker. Both of these 'care to answer the charges of a man who was an admitted
leaders, with their vision of public schools, Bar.
constructive public investments, and buidd- I feel the same way. Matusow has admitted that he
ing programs. exerted a profound irflu- lied in court and before members of Congress. Who can
ence on his life and his leadership of the 'Sa¥ that he is telling the truth? For my money, nothing #
people of North Carolina. Matusow says from lgenﬁ‘on out should be accepted with-
- ¥ cut 3 thorough investigation.

Archibald De Bow Murphers Report | ™y o tunately, however, some of the same people who
to the legislature in 1817, and President p,ve heretofore attempted to discredit and minimize the
Caidwell's teachings and his letters 1o the testimony of ex-Communists are gleefully accepting
press and to the people, written under the Matusow's current confessions a2s God’s own truth. Why?
nom de plume of Carleton. in behalf of Because his current testimony hurts Joe McCarthy.
public schools, roads, industries. railrcads, It is no credit to anti-McCarthyites to use McCarthy
and intermal improvementis, are among ;
the great documents of our State which

tactics.
express the vision without which the peo-
pie perish.

“Near the center of Morehead s dream
was the invention by his kinsman in Scot-
land. The steam engire. the motive power
of the new factories in Ergland. became
the pulsing heart of the world-wide Indus-
triz! Revolution through the invention of
James Watt, who was the son of Agmes
Muirhead of Scotiand. Stephenson put
the steam engine on rails in England:
Robert Fulton put the steam engine in
big boats on the Hudson. John Motley
Morehead put the steam engine on rails
in North Carciina 1o meet the steamships
which, in his vision, would some day ply
al the seas of the earth™

Morehead fought for the equal repre-
sentation in the Legisiature of the people
of the more heavily populated piedmont
and western counties. He said he “shud-
dered to think that the poor freemen of
the State shouid be excluded from legis-
lative councils . . . To whom did this coun-
try belong when it burst the British fet-
ters and became independent? It certainly
belonged to the whaole community and not
to the wealthy alone ™

- ) from Mr. Morehead's
appear in next week's issue )
—L. G

versity here. One of his fellow-students
and friends was James K. Poli. He had

HERE'S THE LATEST NEWS on the new wrap-up
state school law containing that interesting provision
which would force the Orange County Board of Commiss-
ioners to boost the 12-cent Chapel Hill supplementary
school tax up to the full 20 cents authorized by the voters.

Last week | was under the impression that the tax
section of the law would slip through unnoticed with the
rest of the bill. I still think it will be passed by the General
Assembly, but there are parties zlready gunning to kiil
it. This came to light on Tuesday afternoon at a joint
public hearing held on the bill by the Senate and House
Education Committees.

The first person to béing the matter up was Wally G.
Durham of Winston-Salem, first vice-president of the
Association of County Commissioners. He commented on
a situation in Forsyth county similar to that in Orange,
where the county commissioners cut a supplementary
school tax fellowing property revaluation.

“We would like to continue to have the authority to @
control school budgets,” said Mr. Durham, supposedly
speaking for his fellow county commissioners around the
state. And he pleaded for the legislators not to strip
commissioners of the power to veto the will of school dis-
trict voters,

J. Harry Weatherly, representing the Guilford county
commissioners, also pleaded with the committees not to
tamper with the commissioners’ powers.

These gentlemen were answered by L. Stacy Weaver,
superintendent of Durham city schools and secretary of
the study commission which drew up the mew school
statutes. Mr. Weaver first pointed out that under present
law, county commissioners may not cut a supplementary
school tax approved by the voters. He conceded, however,
that some counties have cut the taxes under a conflicting

Chapel Hill Chaff

mittee’s remarks on this
subject in Its report are in “This

section of the present law—a conflict which would be
eliminated under the new law.

' 2 goes to th heart public school system,”
- - meeting President Godfrey said that the (Gt S T 1 3 lone deferential to the 3y, ey Be dot i 2

Jowest estimate of the tax revenue that
might be expected from ABC stores in
Orange was $70,000 a year, and it might

be a good deal more. The PTA showed |
good sense in voting in favor of a petition |

to the county commissioners for the hold-
ing of an election on the question of
establishing ABC stores. Under the law
the commisgioners must call an election
if petitioned to do 80 by 15 per cent of the
registered voters.

Eighteen years ago the proposal to
establish ABC stores was put to a vote
in Orange and was defeated. But that
was not a true test of public opinion. The
main reason for this was that the election
was held in August when a considerable

ty, and some of the revivalists inveighed
bitterly against the ABC system and
those who supported it. | was presenting
in the Weekly arguments in support of
ABC stores, and one of the revivalists told

i
|
§§§ i

When another election on the question

establishing ABC stores is held it
should be held at a time of the year when
the full population is here to vote. And

£ the ABC advocates should not be contént

rywast their own votes, which was
8il that those who were here at home did

is trying to hide beneath a flat cover too
 large for it, and you don't know whether
. you are in Lenox, Massachusetts, or
' Dallas, Texas, or Omaha, Nebraska.

“As for the schools, | am silent.” But
he doesn’t embark upon his silence until
he has written this paragraph:

“Probably they have more and better
light, more and better air, are easier to
get out of in case of fire, and in all ways
are more functional than the schools of
old. And in time we may get 50 used to
them that when we see one we can tell it
from a factory. But at present that is
impossible. They all look alike, the coun-
try over, and they have none of the dig-
nity we have been taught by tradition to
associate with a public building.”

A day or so after reading this article
I read the latest report of President
Nathan M. Pusey of Harvard University,
and on page 14 ] came upon the following
quotation from Jose Luis Sert, who has
succeeded Walter us as Dean of the
Graduate School of Design:

“Today we have lived through what we
can call in architecture a revolutionary
period which developed around the twen-
ties and early thirties in this country. As
in all movements of that type, everything
had to be swept clean and nobody was
supposed to talk any more about such

i

nize that, although form
anti-functional, at the same time it
be beautiful., Form shouldn’t

low function because sometimes function
alone won't necessarily result in beautiful
forms—and we want to see architecture
humanized and beautiful.”

President Pusey comments:

“From this and other things Dean Sert
has said in the past year it is clear that he
has a strong interest to see recognition of
& wide range of human needs in archi-
tecture.”

Dean Sert’s declaration, which seems to
proclaim a sort of counter-revolution,

termination and fortitude| Joe Jones hecame my Administration. But a per-
that makes a man sit down associate on the Weekly son who has read what the
at the typewriter and go to eighteen years ago and is Committee has said in pre-
it and stick at it. istill writing for it besides vious reports, and now reads

Have you ever read a piece being managing editor. The what it says in the present
called “Gathering Goat man who has been my one, gets the distinet im-
Feathers?” Probably not; fellow-worker longest is pression that the Commit-
it was written a long time John W. Johnson, the Negro tee is trying to induce the
ago and is not anything like janitor, who has a record Administration to take effec-
so famous as “Pigs Is Pigs,” of nearly twenty-six years’ tive action to limit the num-
by the same author, Ellis service for the paper.
Parker Butler. Gathering

ver said. He defended the right of the people to
levy taxes on themselves “to educate their children” And
he went on: “This is the most vital provision of the school
law. If this provision is taken out, then education can
make no progress in North Carclina and there will be no
hope for progress. These taxes—and this section refers
only to supplementary taxes—are imposed on the order
of the people. The county only acts as the agent of the
school board to collect the taxes.
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ought to be cheering news for the Harv-
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9 am; morsing prayer!

of good education but




