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Events as well as persons are identi-

fied with certain days of the year. Most

birthday. The entry reads: “August 6,
1806, the Holy Roman Empire came to

The Germans Like Tom Wolfe’s Play

translated by Peter Sand- 1mmensely

The Alma Pater of Camp Butner .

able member of the

point he has set up
diagnosed plays,

vantage
interference,

Chapel Hill Chaff

we don't have the
treasure that is needed to sat-
1sfy my wanderlust. She s
much more fond of the things

}'.:x':

charges less. If you want to buy a dozen, he charggl

dryer at the same time,
In other words, you might consider washing a
load of clothes at midnight and drying them at 6 a.m.
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have it ignored.

The man I allude to is Roulhac Ham.
ilton. We are just five years apart in
age: he was born August 6, 1878, and J
was born August 6, 1883. We meet often
at the post office, both having the
habit of going there for our mail
around 11 to 12 o’clock at night, and
as we stand before the lock boxes for
a few minutes we join in deploring the
state of the world, and one of the things
we deplore with the deepest feeling
is that we were born so long ago. He
tells me about how he has recurring
_paing in his legs and I tell him about
how I am short of breath and so have
to walk slow and stop every now and
then for a rest. (I don’t mean to imply
that these are all the ravages of age
that we discuss; we've both got a store
of such topics that’s ample to save
these post office conversations from
monotony.)

With only 365 days in the year and a
world population of 2 billion, 500 mil-

Is McKeon guilty? McKeon 1s guilty
to the extent that parents are
wuilty they place a discarded
ice box in the garage and invite the
deaths of their children. General Pate
had the right idea when he said Mc-
Kéon should be reduced one rank and
transferred. . A

Parris Island is no bed of roses. It's
a small sandy island where there is a
great deal of toil and misery. Its streets
are named for the valor of the Marine
Corps sons who have fought and died
in far off places: Nicaragua, Belleau
Wood, Haiti, Chateau Thierry.

Marines feel about Parris Island the
way they do ubout their decorations.
They are proud to have them, but would
not care to undergo again the experi-
ence that won them. '

In a recent article in a national mag-
azine a drill instructor at Parris Island
summed up the Marine training by
saying, “l give them (recruits) every
chance to crack up. It's better to weed

r'

sdlrit

when

up under fire, getting themselves and
a dozen others killed.”

Over 4,000 Marines were killed in the
month-long campaign for the island of
Iwo Jima. This was their bloodiest bat-
tle of World War 1l. Without a tough
training program behind them, the fig-
ure could have easily been 10,000 or
more.

About the only thing that all branch-
¢s of the United States Armed Forces
agree on is that the Marine Corps has
the roughest and toughest training pro-
gram of any military or naval unit in
the world and the program has saved
lives when the cards are on the table.

Boot camp, as the " Parris Island
training program is called, is no mere
training ground where men are taught
the fundamentals of combat, It is the
price of membership in a proud fight-
ing fraternity. It hus a personality, a
mood and a momentum of its own,
which marks its graduates,

It has been suggested by many that

be modified to eliminate some of the
rugged mental and physical require-
ments.

If the training program is to be
changed it should beunade more rugged
and not less severe, in the language of
the Marines. This is the opinion of all
Marines and former Marines I have
talked with on the subject.

Parris Island exists for one reason
dnd recruits are told this reason the
first day they arrive, “lLet the enemy
die for his ‘country, we are going to
train you to live for yours.”

Let the Marine Corps continue to
train young Marines to live for their
country. This training cannot be con-
ducted between nine in the morning
and five in the afternoon with a couple
of coffee breaks thrown in. If the men
are going to be “proud to claim the title
of United States Marines” they will
be willing to pay the price of member-
ship in a proud fighting fraternity.
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