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A Visiting Professor in Korea

Almonte C. Howell, who has been in the
University faculty for thirty-six years, was
visiting professor of Enghsh in Korea's Na-
' of Seoul

tional University in the capital city

last year. Here are some passages from his
talk to the Faculty Club about the visit. The
talk was illustrated with beautiful colored
photographs.

My students’ ideas of study were

different from those held in the United
States and | had to change my method:s
of teaching to conform at least partly
to their ve. Reluctantly 1 became
legss and my way
right and theirs wrong.

wa

less sure that was

discovered that the Korean

)
emotional person

I soon
was an intensely
that his emotion controlled by
his Confucian background. It is not
good form in Korea to display emotion,
especially affection; and modesty and
humility are characteristic traite of the
scholar class. The Korean students ap-
peared to me to be extremely romantic.
They live in a war land of drab
hillsides, muddy streets,
or, in tiny rooms seldom furnished be-
yond a simple chest and a plain low
table, with a straw mat or Korean paper
floor; vet they have dreams of beauty
and are constantly hoping for the gold-
en age when their country will rise from
the ashes of war as a leader in the new
Asia.

As a foreigner and a Westerner, 1
found I had much to learn before ]
could teach; and my experiences gradu-
ally led me to appreciate the many fine
qualities I saw in the Koreans, as well
as to be patient with what were to me,
though hardly to them, defecte.

but

wers

orn

dirt and squal-

We learned patience from them, and
we learned something about the Orien-
tal attitude toward time. Why hurry
they say,; wait. If classes
don't begin today, mayhbe they will next
time,

things will

on
those who ar-

: \
week. If vou begin a class

you are being unkind te
rive late-—so take yvour time, and re-
member that yood manners are more

important than efficiency; and polite-

ness than promptness.

The
education in Kores was developed dur-
ing the Japanese occupation after 1910.
The universitics were are
those of Europe. The teaching methods
introduced by thi still
practiced. In the National University in
Seoul classes last for two hours and
courses meet only once a week, There
are no bells and consequently there is
much irregularity in class length. At-
one 1g never

present-day system of higher

set up as

Japanese are

tendance is optional, and
sure until the fina! examination who 18
a4 member of his clas<. Mrs. Howell, for
instance, found that cne of her students
ad taken the final exiamination in a
in English Conversation,
though he had atténded only one class,
and he was insistent thut he should
have credit for the cours

The lecture method is
entirely. Textbooks are expensive and
many students are unable to secure
them. Therefore class recitations and
discussions are rare. Introductory
science courses are given with inade-
quate equipment and seldom require
laboratory work. The same is true re-
garding library work. The Library con-
tains four hundred thousand volumes
in Japanese and two hundred thousand
in all the other languages. The stacks,
indeed all the books, are virtually inac-
cessible to students. There is a card
catalogue, but the books are merely
shelf-listed. Students cannot check
books out of the Library and reserved
reading lists are a rarity.

Without the give-and-take of class
discussion a great gap exists between
the professor and the student—a relic
of the aristocratic Japanese system.

al-

used almost
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Professors are seldom on the campus,
and such things as private offices are
reserved solely for department heads.
The professor is likely to consider his

students as necessary interruptions- ot
his prime work in the study and the

His lectures are likely to be

laboratory.
1+

on his own specialty; and introductory,
basic, fundamental courses are not coms-
mor

{¢ Y salaries are so 10w
that many are forced teach In twe
ns itions, or write, to augment their
neome Formerly the professors often

failed to meet classes for several weeks,
and students would finally stop coming
Now, each professor is re-
quired daily to sign an official roll-hook,
kept in Faculty Commons Room,
and his pay for the month is

the record thus kept.

entirely

the

bhased on

Korean universi-

quite difficult en-

admission to
upon
examinations.
thousand

the

All
ties is based

For instance
nigh
graduate entrance examina
tions for admission to _the Seoul-Na-

College of

trance

around .. three schoo

1
tOOUFE

tional University Libera

Arts la vear, and of this number
around five hundred were admitted. ]
observed to a colleague that it is har
to enter @ Korean university, especially
Seoul National, but once in, it is ea
T

to stav and obtain a degree

with me. This lack “of “attention te
classroom activities wag Indicated b}
the fact that about December first
classes in the University almost ceased

meeting, although the vacation did not
rin until December 18th. One reason
"

1
was that all the classrooms

for this

were unheated. Rather than suffer the
cold, professors and students both went
went to his

home. One of my colleagues

S A1 41

clas and stayed over half an hour,

p P : 4 1 203 N
and not a single student appeared

intelli-
They
mathe-
Their
was

The students 1 taught were
gent but not all were well trained
fundamentals of

English grammar.
knowledge of the Korean
In the
with the

knew the

natios
matic

and
ianyguage
also of 4 nign
the

of Korean history, they

order, sclences and

social sciences, exception

were not so

well prepared. During the terms they
studied very little, and at examination
time they did a great deal of cramming
Since they had no clasg assignments,
there was little for them to study.
Often they would absent themselves

from the University for a couple of
weeks and then come back to pick up
what they had missed.

As individuals they were very polite
but, with rare exceptions,
I found 1t

discussions.

and likeabl
too timid to dask questions.
difficult
They considered it bad form to inter-
rupt the lecturer with questions, and
very bad form to volunteer for a task.
jut when | came to know them person-
ally, 1 found then
learn, solicitous
fare.

Koreans are charming, happy peo
ple, so polite and pleasant; and Korea
is a lovely land, quite different from
the one often pictured by our soldiers.
The younger generation, burdened and
handicapped as they are, are eager W
erase the marks of war, to lighten the

1. L)
to securt Cld88

charming, eager to

and very for our wel-

hurden of poverty which encompasses

them, and to make a new Korea In
which the solid virtues and talents of
her people will appear in their true
light., Students are alert to these

things: and they look to America to
furnish them a pattern. Having almost
life, than
Ise, the

they envy, more
full and

American

no campu

anything varied op-

portunitics which students
enjoy
/‘\.‘ a

hfe on

for the rich and
American €ampus,
talk of the tea
rooms, which are the clubs of the Far
East, the carnest groups which gather
in the bookstores, open to the outside
air, reading the books they cannot af-
ford to buv. and the little crowds of
students sitting around under the trees
on the campus, reading and chatting.

substitute
varied an

there is the endless

It was unintentionally symbolic that
at Christmas we gave our faculty
friends packets of American flower
seeds. They understood the gesture,
and one wrote us recently, “The flowers
of my garden are still in bloom. My
family are always mentioning Yyour
kindness whenever they meet around
it. You know the language barrier does
not count where the heart can speak
directly to other hearts.”

And so, as visiting professors, Mrs.
Howell and I tried to plant a few seeds,
hoping that, in our humble way, we
might share some of the good things
of America with our neighbors in the
Land of the Morning Calm.
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(Continued from page 1)
else when the janitor came in and picked up the waste
basket and the box and carried them out to the waiting

garbage truck. When she came to, some minutes
later, she and the janitor jumped in his car and took
off in search of the truck.

“My heart was in my throat.”

that

nailing list

somewhere in
ana my

garbage

Mrs. Betts said, “be-
were all m)

7]-11(}‘. y
rth

about $40 from .\‘

and

. ¢ w : * 2114
Carolina writers. About $30 of this was in $1 bills
clipped together inside an envelope. There was also

some change in the envelope.

* B
up with
time 1 got

i “t Aant
five attendants ]
b

calm.' ] said to myv

Was

savored my predicament
sympatl ‘Magsy, vou sure
Move over,’ 1 replied.

rooting around
and empty

We

cereal

subscription list
who sent money t
ceived Volume 1, Number 2
.«d to let her know

¥

In a conversation ab
civilizatior

J. McMullen remarked that

among oid

self
the truck. And ] meant
out of the car and over to the truck and its
swearing 4
such delighted garbage men.
with

i

scrabbled

never

has turned Christmas inte

‘ 1 finallv e« rht
when we 1inally caught

be calm. But by the

You
They

than

blue streak.

more

is tuned up,

enjoyment
sald one.

I climbed up and we began
potato peelings, dripping

HoxXe-s

Finally I found some
with more enthusiasm.

found the proper envelope. ‘They’s a
in here,” he

said, hearing the clink

was found, and any
Mrs. Betts and have not re-
of “North Carolina Writer”
.
ut the gaudy ‘rat-race our
), the Rev. Robert

Thanksgiving should come
‘4

right after Christmas instead of hefore
34 ol - ] 1n 1
‘Then we could all give thanks that Christmas
ver,” he said
* * .

William Baldwin

Hill and operates a barber shop in Pittshoro.
on his w

Drugstore and handed Clyvde

morning iast week,
"t ] « ’
dl I;,n'}(i.'vrﬂ
' 3 . !
doliar and said:
or

“Please return this te

()16 11
pen

for it in §1 L aaisitin

18 a commuter who live

] cashed a S0l check there

in (,.?.i'.p“!
}‘.‘Zxri}' one
ayv to Pittshoro, he stopped
}':’,}/QLY.LZ" a
the bank for me when it

yesterday and asked

it later and found they gave

me 51. ] counted it three times, just to make sure. I
couldn’t sleep very well last night because my con-
science hurt.”

You can sleep sound tonight,” Mr. Eubanks said

I'll take it right over to the bank as soon as it opens.”

y rfrrj

letter to the state revenue department

us of the woman taxpayer who sent a

saying she cheat-

ed on her income tax ten vears ago and had slept poorly

ever Since

W¢

| NOW

She enclosed $25

nd said, “If 1 don’t <leep

I'll «end the rest.”
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(fome into
By Mrs. 1.
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“I would like give tulip
ilbs to a garden-loving friend
or Christma but 1 noticed
you said to® plant them in late
November Mrs. J. C.C., Can
den, S, (
. " .
Y ¢ late Novernber P’
“ar December  planting
e for 1 1 e € Lney
bioon mucn carlier wher
planted at tl time, However,
I planted them on March 6th
one year because | couldn’t get
indg t 1t sooner and the
& 0 lOf ¢ in late M;)_‘{
But, by late May we have
any other things blooming
f they ¢ the chow from
and that 1s just the rea
we [lKe to plant them ear
“r Daffodis bloon fir
tuliy follow after them, bu
f ¢ walt te ¢ y v O
if Wi o long they blo
iony with roses, lllles, fever
few verben: iweetpeas, ‘and
other things which should come
after 1p
If panted VeCK  or v
after Christma or even eal
Jar ! and are in good rict
8¢ they will stlil have time

News of Books

By Robert Bartholomew

HANOVER'S WISHING STAR

By Nancy Caffrey. E. P. Dut

ton & Co., Inec. New York. 125
pp. $2.75

Hemember year age wher
a 12-year-old giri, Karen Ann
MceGuire made a bid at
I st 11¢ one of the hor
being d was the world fa
mous Nashua

It was a child’s act of faitl
and this faith was Justified
Karen Ann did not end up with
Nashua, but she did get a fine
horse

This is the story of what
happened to an average little

girl and her family when they
suddenly found themselves
hurled into the gpotlight, when
the staff of the Hanover Bank
of New York was touched by
the wistful longing in Karen
Ann’s letter, and decided in
stead of just forgetting it, to
do something about it.

Karen Ann’s “sealed bid” to
the Hanover Bank is well worth
a reprint here:

“Dear Sirs

I read in the papers today
that you are going to sell
Nashua and his friends and if
you have a horse that no one
will buy, I would like to. You
can send him or her out to the
following address 22 Rutledge
Rd., Valhalla, N. Y. The horse
will have a good home 1%
acres of woods and fields and

My Garden

I.. Huffman

B e e e N T

rri¢ t at 3
(% Ime plive many
aliy for Christmas ou
wisth Y r garden frien W

have em for nor ar )
courme

) 1, Nk for gar
enilg makKt ¥ ienier
hapy 1 L. B. W. ( I

Indeed | « If I did not have

one, | would rather have a
tie yarder nove than ar
thing | know. TI hove
hout ¥ inches and is ber
©l the top on either side
that | ng with the foot
not become painful. It can
1 most nardware
Lol i 4 priceie t i
for a wor for v

pading bLe ¢ A ple ¢

tead of ng jot

mar pading t ‘
walting be € Now A
nuals hi finished blooming
nd the nd border

't ready 0 paded 11t

I« n it r. la

‘ I ! #hn i Ti¢
1'ng } Zinyg and nawing
A colr € 0l nd I
¢ ate | I winter 1t can
va y b 1 and Traxe
It 1y for nt 4 14 n
I wa rested ! L
dwarf fi 1 you mer
oned and have bougl !
pie, peach, ! plur
pear. Now | want dwarf flow
ering shi Will you please
tell me wi I can find in
iwarf shrut " Mrs. C.W. B
neiny NG

There are many dwarf flow

ering shrubs which we do not

plant as widely we should

Dwarf deutzia in both pink
and white are¢ gorgeous little
gshrubs which bloom just after
azaleas and muke as great a
show. You can get these from
State Bros. Nursery, Louisi-

ana, Mo.

loving care. I would like a
horse that would grow old with

me. My Sealed bid is $24.03,
but maybe by the time you
open the bids I have earned

some more money I can pay a
little higher.
Sincerely Yours
Karen ‘Ann McGuire
P. S. My place is called Bram-
ble Hill.”

The book is finely illustrated
with pictures of Karen Ann
and her new horse and a repro-
duction of her letter to the bank
and a drawing of Nashua by
her.

Miss Caffrey is to be com-
mended for this delightful
book.

Perhaps we need more books

o

Letter to Editor e S
I Like Chapel Hill

Tuesday, December 18, 1956

i) o
We thank you fc = e v =
he f 1 CItY you gave — H, Bl"y Arthur = V:.M_v
n aper. Our bazaar was T -
a gre ess. We have r;“ Dr. Ed Hedgpeth was telling about the popular
ey ¢ ; s . 4“1 n Henry Merritt, a colored campus emplove of several
a 1 for cemetery i el S e 3
el e T decades ago, being about one of the most polite people
W <t reach $£700.00 h(' ever kn(““*
We fe < was largely While the good doctor was in school, his father
¢ 'r r':“l came to visit him and they espied Henry coming across
vl the campus. They called to him, and as he approached
he removed his hat and bowed.
neror “You're the most polite man I ever saw,” Dr. Hedg-
p peth quoted his father as saying to Henry. /
: i % Well, sir, T'll tell you,” Henry replied. “I found
out vears ago that good manners will get you places
v ¢ chilkeon that money won't.”

. * * x %

'_.1.:"»1\'};5 Add things I'd like to see and hear: Spike Jones
Simon and  djrecting the N. C. Smphony with Victor Borge as piano

;jl‘v.,' : e Mt soloist.
he author writes, “Never y i y 4
be f as thor€ been a me- Life is getting to be complicated around our house.
;:r‘;”.:.w ; rru ,';a:}.;ln'k“ For jn.:‘tunce. the other day the Missus carted our
s Dlay wherelh he Wit ax: four-year-old to Durham, and as they passed Ellis-Stone
plores one simple happening, CO. she called out the name of the place. Upon their re-
a day, or even an hour, and passing the store, Buba wanted to go buy some rocks.
:"(A“‘ DOUISUEEESL .8 i SO DIELE His association of stone and rocks didn’t dawn upon
M e e Beea, her until she got home.
same response in every writer, Then the other morning the delivervman had left
but Mr. Mosel is not prescrib-  the paper at the foot of the drive in the rain, and the
. “’-“’_r"‘j "‘;m“‘:fl Missus rvn'z;xr.kt:«i. “If he doesn’t put the paper on the
s joi l “:r’ a*  porch, we'll fire him.”
v ;A,,‘tr_‘,“‘,‘_,m'h R Whereupon Annis Lillian spoke up, “Yes, mama,
g his succe we'll get some matches and paper and burn him good.”
A : £ * “Not that,” the Missus tried to explain. “We meant
s : A we’ll discharge him.”
“What's discharge, mama?”’ she asked.
f: “l mean we’ll stop taking the paper.”
_ “We ain’t gonna set fire to him?”
‘ Pl sion ]";,g" #That ain't'nice, ig it ?”’
hotige 40 alevision “No. Say, Annis, what do you reckon you'll do in
Play} cwrig school today ?” Then, to me: “Got to get out of that one
come way or the other.” ‘
x * x i
\} I ‘, , ”'y' ,', gt not always necessary to speak your mind. Of-
et B Duttiis. Maw -Nous times it’s not worth speaking.

THE WEB AND THE ROCK. LSS S Bl

By Thom as Wolfe. $1.45. It takes a4 live fish to swim against the current, but
PHE PURITAN OLIGARCHY.  even 4 dead one can float with it

By Thomas Jefferson Wertgn * * % i ¥

baker. $0.95

THE DANCE OF LIFE. By The Blue Ridge Parkway is like a business man’s
Havelock Ellis. $0.95 life. It has its quick turns, up and downs, fears and
CHRIST STOPPED AT ABOLIL.  joys, and a beautiful memory of the entire trip.

By (s Levi, $0.95 * * * *
We don’t need an Eleventh Commandment, We
P tion of flue-cured to have ten too many already.
n Nor Carolina from * * * *
ne ¢ of 1956, forecast or 4 Y 2 s £ ¢
, , 183,625,000 pound We quite often get fhe 1dea that Some pdbli® re-

lations men prefer to promote bad causes for good sal-
aries than good causes for bad salaries.

I be 20 per cent below the

rdd 1 {ucetic n 19
proaduction 1n 1409,

Announcing A Special

CHRISTMAS SAL

on our famous Gontinental

- Pure Linen Braided
Rugs

Nationally Advertised NATIONAL
CARPETING

This Sale expires Monday, December 31st. Act
now for a once-a-year rug value.

$9§9_

regularly $12950

Other tanda

This Special Purchase brings you for the first available at specia
time a 9 x 12 size rug for .

Gome in Today and Select from Multi-Golored Combinations
and Solid Colors. Check these Qualities!

@® Mothproof! @ Fire Resistant!
% ‘Reversible! @® Mildewproof!

—OPEN UNTIL NINE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY—

422 W. Franklin Street -——




