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Her Line Is Climbing Family Trees

1
By PAQUITA FINE

child was always named for the

While her husband was in ser-

Summer Chorus
Sings Tuesday

‘' The University of North Caro-
lina ' Summer Session Chorus will
present its first concert of the
summer Tuesday evening at 8
in Hill Hall auditorium. The chorus

Mrs. Memory Aldridge Lester father and the first daughter for vice in World War I, Mrs. Lester ;slo:xtr;ﬁerwt!:e isdlgzc:mlle:fr eC:?r;ﬁ
who describes herself as “a born the mother. So if come took a position with the YWCA sence as Head of the Department
city slicker and social butterfly,” ,AaCross this name any and at the hostess house at Camp

is scarcely the type you would
expect to find jumping ditches
and roaming over a. deserted,
weed - and - vine - infested back\
* woods farm in search of old fam-
ily cemeteries. Yet, this is ex-
actly what she does, and it does-
n't matter if it's blazing - hot,
freezing cold, or raining. Dress-
ed in boots and raincoat, and
- armed with an umbrella, a fork™
_ed stick (for snakes), a notepad
and a pencil, she has been dis-
covered more than once down
on her hands and knees digging
away at a partially buried old
tombstone, or seated crosslegged
on a folded newspaper as she
copies down the barely decipher-
able inscription on a crudely en-
graved stone for information
needed to complete a family
bloodline in her genealogical re-
search for southern archives and
family historians.
Known widely as an expert gen-
ealogist and the author of seven
volumes of genealogical research
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alogists is also fruitful.
“Tracking down a family line
is like working on a gigantic and
fascinating crossword or jig-saw
puzzle,” she said. “When I sud-
denly uncover some bit of infor-
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into place, I get so excited I
can't sleep. I send wires and
make telephone calls like mad.”

There is a purpose in Mrs. Les.
ter's ‘“‘madness.” Since many
court records were burned or
lost during the Civil War, her
research often provides missing
links of information for histori-
ans, and it has even been known
to benefit heirs seeking to estab-
lish their rights to estates.

“It's really not so difficult to
trace a family once you get a
lead,” she said. “One of the
secrets you have to know is that
in the old days the first male

Shop Next

et a date to set the.gen®glion,
it can lead you forward or back-
ward."””

Like many others who took up
genealogy as a_hobby, Mrs, Les-
ter became interested in this
field when she decided to trace
-down her own family tree. This
interest was intensified after she
joined the: DAR.

Her grandfather Aldridge, who
lived to be 98 and had known all
four of his. own grandparents,
was a storehouse of information,
Their question-and-answer con-
test began when he was 79 and
continued, with a lot of ‘‘dad-
blames,” until his death.

“Climbing one's own family
tree can be both fun and embar-
rassing, depending on the limb
you're investigating,” she said.
“For instance, there was my bel-
ligerent great-grandfather who
ran afoul of the law for street
fighting in, Tennessee.” She also
knows one high and mighty fam-
ily who boasts proudly of an an-

man who told her about the old
Turrentine family cemetery in
Orange, County. “It's way out
in the country. south of Rouge-
mont,” she said, “and it goes
back to the first settlers. It was

_crude rocks with names that
were divided in the oldest man-
ner — probably by some black-
smith since there weren’t many
stone cutters around then—and
dates that went back to 1717.
From stones like these, you can
get ages and know what to work
on since this gives you a genera-
tion.” From this lead, Mrs. Les-
ter helped trace the family to
A. D. Turrentine, Durham golf
champion, and the late Dr. Sam
B. Turrentine, former president
of Greensboro Collece and a
trustee of Duke University,
Mrs. Lester believes curiosity
is reason enough to want a family
line traced—but more impgrtant,
sinee individuals make history,
records of individuals are import-
ant to history. This is the valu-
able by-product of digging up in-
formation on one’s forebears.
A native of Trinity, Alabama,

years to a new parish, “usually
in the middle of a school year,”
she recalled.-

She met her future husband,
Robert MacDonald Lester, when
.she was 12 and he was almost

trousers,” she said. “We didn’t
like each other at all, but later,
when I was going to Athens Col-
lege and he was going to Vander-
bilt University we rode the same
train often, and things were dif-
ferent.”

At Athens College, Memory
Aldridge played tennis and var-
sity basketball, and ran. relays
on the track team. She was bus.
iness manager of the yearbook,
editor of the college newspaper,
president of the George Elliott
Literary Society, and member of
the glee club and the dramatic
society. Later, she attended the
University of Alabama, where
she was a member of Kappa Del-
ta sorority. She received her
AB degree and graduated cum
laude in a class of over 100,
which was predominantly male.

In 1915 she married Robert
Lester, who was then principal
of the high school in Covington,
Tenn. It was in Covington that
Mrs. Lester taught history and
organized girls’ athletics, She
coached a basketball team that
was a champion in West Tennes-
see for two years.

‘Wheeler, Macon, Ga. Becatise
of her excellent work, she was
promoted to a more responsible
job as-assistant director at Camp
Morrison, Norfolk, Va.

After the war, the Lesters re-
sumed civilian life at Covington,
Tenn., where Dr. Lester became
superintendent of schools. Their
son, Robert Jr., was born dur-
ing this period.

In 1921 the Lesters moved to
New York where Dr. Lester was
to work on his Ph.D. in English
at Columbia University. He was
a member of the English facul-
ty these until he joined the Car-
negie Corporation, where he re-
mained until his retirement a
few years ago. While the Les-
ters were in New York, Mrs.
Lester took graduate work. She
was subsequently librarian of the
graduate English library at Col-

-umbia, and after some years she

was also in charge of the class-

" ics library. With a staff of four,

she held this. position for 10

last year,

In 1949 she was offered the
position of associate editor of a
new magazine, “The Southerner.”
As a roving editor she did a top-
notch job in public relations. She

living in Dixie, articles which she
describes-as ‘“‘a sort of civilian
Ernie Pyle travelogue.”

At the present time Mrs. Les-

ter is interested in securing a
portrait of the Earl of Hills-
borough, (of the family of Wills
Hills), for whom the town of
Hillsboro was named. As chair-
man of the Hillsborough His-
torical Society, Mrs. Lester feels
that the securing of such a por-
trait is a fitting project for Or-
ange County in celebration of the
N. C. Tercentenary. “The new
courthouse would be the place
where th. -ortrait could be seen
by sightsc..s of historical Hills-
boro and {ill the blank wall be-
hind the judge’s bench,” she
said. “There are precedents for
the hanging of a portrait in a
courthouse when the-building was
named for the man; consequently
there will be no danger of adding
other portraits to the walls.”

Mrs. Lester has turned a hobby
—tracing family lines — into a
valuable service for many com-
munities and states. She is an
acknowledged expert in the field
by heads of state archives.
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LA SERTOMANS — New officers of
the Chapel Hill La Sertoma Club were
installed at’a joint meeting with’ the
Tar Heel Sertoma Club last Tuesduy.
From left are Louise Council, presi--

‘ -

dent; Mildred Colville, treasurer; Mar--
garet Haskell,
Jones, first vice president. Jane Houck,
second vice president, was absent when
the picture was made, y

secretary; and Helen

Lilacs Like Deep, Rich Soil

to bloom but only one rather
weak bloom has appeared.
Lilacs prefer a deep rich soil
and one -that is not too acid. I
suggested that she have her soil
tested and use enough lime to

Also, that she fertilize the plants
with a good general purpose fer-
tilizer such as an 8-8-8.
Generally speaking, lilacs
seem to grow better in the up-
per Piedmont and mountains than
in the lower Piedmont and east-
ern ‘Carolina. They do especially
well in ‘‘limestone country.”
Another lady was worried about
a nice azalea (Indica) plant
which was not growing as it
should. I stopped by to see this
plant. 1t was healthy enough but

was rather flat-topped as the

pointed shovel and a little ex-
tra care.

‘Azaleas, rhododendrons, camel-
Jlias, blueberries and other plants
in this group are comparatively

shallow rooted and will not tot= feed on the grass roots., It will |

top of the ball should be set even
with the soil line and then mulch-
ed. The same is true for container
grown plants. Pine straw is bet- |
ter than leaves or peat because |
water penetrates more easily. 1
have given advice on this many
times but the question Kkeeps
popping up.

This is Japanese beetle time and
vou should eliminate them as
soon as they appear. The beetles
are shiny brown and ' green with
12 white spots. They are about

dane in the spring.

- terial is effective and safe.

The other method of control is
to treat your lawn with Chlor-
This ‘ma-
terial will kill the grubs which

cluding ants and white grubs,

of Music of Campbell College.

The . major work on_ this pro-
gram will be Schubert's-*‘Meri-
am’s Song of Triumph,” with Nelle
Kemp as guest soloist. Mrs. Kemp
has done outstanding work with
opera and oratorio groups on both
the west and eadst coasts. She was
for a time a singeér with the na-
tionally known Grass Roots Opera
Company. :

Other works will include Bach's
“Centata 118: O Jesu Christ,”
“Pater Noster’’ amd ‘‘Ave Maria"
by Igor Stravinsky, ‘‘Let Down
the Bars, O Death,” and ‘“The
Coolin’ " by Samuel Barber, and
a setting of Walt Whitman’s poem
“Out of the Cradle 'Endlessly
Rocki.ng“‘ by Norman Lockwood.

Accompanist for the chorus is
Robert Steelman of Kinston.

This concert is being sponsored
by the Music Department’s Tues-
day Evening Series and is free to
the public.

Rug Cleaning

apel Hill'’s Only Qualified
Rug Cleaner”

st

19th to Sept. 3rd).

and gift shop.

one-half inch-long. They spend '

JUhiteall Anfiques

GIFTS

‘ANT]Ql.’E LACQUER CABINET; Mahogany
Grandfather Clock. (Shop will be closed Aug.

Also several spacious rooms of 18th and 19th
century- furniture, china, old silver, and ob-
jects of art at Chapel Hill's original antique

1215 E. Franklin, Chapel Hill e 9:30 to 5:30 Daily
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Style Craft Exclusive!

Here is KYOTO . ...
casually - correct for

today’s easy, modern,
living. , . with an air
of quiet, interesting
good taste, Deep foam
cushions, Micarta
table tops and satin
finished frames of
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Why is our nose so stubby?

The VW doesn’t need a long front hood be:
couse the engine's in back of the car.

This gives you a couple of advontages over)
the long-nosed jobs.

Obviously, it makes for o shorter cor.

% |
So youfcon move in and out of traffic. And in : solid Rattan make
ond out of tight little parking spots. - is / roup { thlS 1 !
Your chances of denting a fender in the process b ne.w voghe § . g g fOl.' i fmc fumio
ore practically nil, too. Because the VW's short would fit perfectly into e 4 .Vl.ﬂ ‘
i :wgscji' lets you look right down your nose at the any one of 23 Chapel ture as ¢ v a8 I g

-The point is this: Everything on the VW is there' Hill homes.
for o reason. Including our changes.

Unless you've nosed around VWs for years,
you moy not be oware of things like our fully
synchromesh transmission. % .

Or our quieter, more powerful engine.

Or our 3,012 other inside improvements.

On the face of it, the VW looks the same;
underneath, it's changed.

Which is one reason the VW depreciates so OPE"
litle and stays in style year after year, :

Nose and all. " o ; WEEK MG“TS
TRIANGLE HOTQRS,_ Inc.

.with it, See it today!.

First one here is a lucky

~ our customers’ deposits rose

from $27 Million to over

- 453 Million, an increase of

lalmost 100%!- Loans made

\to customers more than

* oubled! Come grow with
. (Geatral Carolina Bank!

BANK A TRUST

including Wednesdays
COMPANY

; : ll Bivd. . . N
‘wwm AUTHOMIZED T'L 9 ‘ N"WH‘"BM m C
\ .‘ b, e o Saturdays til 6 Kenneth C. Royall, Jr.,, President
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