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FROM EACH OF US 
TO ALL OF YOU 

A NEW YEAR AND NEW ERA IS DAWNING. 
Much water has passed over the dam since the last New 

Year’s Day. Wars have been fought and wars have been 
won, all in a surprisingly short time. This newspaper has 
reference to the war in Europe and the war in the Orient. 
Now the terms of victory are being meted out to the van- 
quished on the scenes where the battles were fought. Ma..y 
of our warriors have returned home; yes, millions of them, 
but millions are yet to be discharged from the services of 
their country. Now the question arises ‘‘JHas this democratic 
principle for which our young manhoo<%and ,jroung woman- 
hood sacrificed so much to defend made" the necessary 
preparations to receive them aq they should be received?” * 

Hie answer is an emphatic nNo!” if they are to make their 
decisions by what they see and hear in this land which went 
“all out” to provide them with the weapons of war. Inertia 
seems to prevail—indecisions, confusion, bickering, industrial 
warfare—appear to have the wheels of progress stuck deeply 
In the mud. Jobs must be provided for all of these boys and 
girls, men and women who have survived the fields of hattle 
—and this is the solemn duty of every American—to do his 
or her part toward seeing to it that our veterans are made 
comfortable upon their return to these golden shores. 

One large industrialist has been so unthoughtful as to ask 
the workers of this land to increase 4he standard work week 
from 40 to 45 hours, while thousands of the war plant work- 
ers have been forced into idleness, and millions of veterans 
have been and are being discharged to regain their stations 
in the economy of the country. This industrialist has had 
considerable applause for his “horse and buggy days” sug- 
gestion from those who would impose industrial slavery on 
the nation’8 labor, but The Journal feels confident that the 
returning vets and the sane-thinking employers of America 
who feel close to their employes will not take favorably to 
any such plan as that asked for by the gent from Detroit. No 
one desires to see the return of the perilous depression days, 
therefore all of our people must be happily employed. 

The Charlotte Labor Journal predicts that before many 
more weeks have passed public opinion will have become! 
crystallized to' the extent that positive action will be demand- J ed for rehabilitating all our returning veterans and war plant 
workers who gave their all to win—when the whole world 
was dark and gloomy—and winning looked so far away. 

And where must this action start? It must start in the 
heart of the citizenry in every city, village and hamlet in 
America! 

When Americans cannot buy white shirts, hose, coal and 
other necessities of life something is radically wrong and 
every American has a right to know the reasons why. 

When inflation comes upon us—and prices increase as they 
have increased during the past several years, despite efforts 
to curb it, wages necessarily must be increased. If increasing 
wages is not in the cards, then prices must go down in order 
that wage earners may survive hardships. Labor and Man- 
agement must take each other into confidence and together 
work out the problems facing them in a sensible manner, for 
truly both must work in accord in order that the greatness 
of our country and our democratic way of life may survive 
and continue to be a pattern for the other nations of the 
earth. 

So, knowing Americans as we think we know them, we 
believe that the time is fast approaching when all this mess 
will begin to untangle and the greatest era in the history of 
the nation will come into being. 

CONGRESSMAN JOE ERVIN 
Charlotte and all of this congressional district was sad- 

dened this week upon learning of the death of Congressman 
Joe Ervin at his home in Washington on Christmas Day. 

'Mr. Ervin was named to this high office in the last election 
and had served about a year of his term. After going to the 
Nation’s Capital he had become very active for his constit- 
uency and had already set the mark for a bright future for 
himself as a national figure. It must have been hard work, 
coupled with an accident which he only recently experienced 
which caused him to end his life while in his prime. This 
misfortune makes it all the harder for his family and friends. 
The body was brought hack to his native State and burial 
took place in the family plot in his home town, Morganton. 

—___ 

THE NEW YEAR 
_ 

By WILLIAM GREEN 
President, American Federatio nof Labor 

It is labor’s determination to make 1946 the year of oppor- 
tunity for America and the postwar world. 

We are confident that we can solve our peacetime problems 
and establish in our own land a progressive economy which 
will provide jobs and security for all our people. 

We are hopeful that in the spirit of international co-opera- 
tion the United Nations will lead the world to an era of last- 
i «ace based upon justice to all nations. 

ese goals will never be attained by wishful thinking. 
They require careful planning, hard work and, above all, the 
same kind of fighting determination to overcome all obstacles 
which brought Us victory in the war. 

It is inconceivable that a nation which made such tremen- 
dous sacrifices to win a war for the preservation of its demo- 
cratic concepts should falter and hesitate to grapple with the 
far simpler problems of peace. 
/ It is unthinkable that the national unity which welded us 
together into an unconquerable power for military purposes, 
should crumble and disintegrate so soon. 

There is still a big job ahead of us. We must provide op- 
portunities for gainful employment for all our citizens who 
are ready, able and needful of work. That applies especially 
to the returning veterans. 

We must build homes for millions of our people, including 
ex-servicemen, who now lack a decent place to live. 

We must create markets here at home for the tremendous 
flow of factory and farm products which will be produced 
as soon as reconversion is completed. 

We must provide by law a full measure of social security < 

for the American people so that the fear of poverty, the dan- 
ger of destitution in old age and the risks of illness without 
proper medical care can be banished in our land. 

The period of readjustment to a peacetime basis must not 
be unnecessarily prolonged. The uncertainties and the lack 
of confidence which grow out of the failure to develop and 
'only clear-cut and intelligent national policies must not be 
allowed to create panic and depression. 

The American Federation of Labor is convinced that its 
program for obtaining higher standards of living for all 
workers is vital to the economic welfare of our country. We 
believe that full employment at high wages is a vital first 
step toward creating the purchasing power that provides fuel 
for our gigantic industrial and agricultural productive ma- 
chine. 

At the same time, the American Federation of Labor will 
gird all its forces and rally all the friends of labor everywhere 
in the coming year to resist and defeat any attempt to under- 
mine the basic freedoms of the trade union movement and 
the millions of American workers who look to it for protec- 
tion. i 

In the hope and anticipation that the great promise of the 
future will be fulfilled, I extend to all Americans best wishes 
for a happy and prosperous and peaceful New Year. 
•— —.... 

OFF THE BEAM 1 
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This Way Out 
Daughter: Dad, what was the idea of walking through 

the living room last night with that box of breakfast food in 
your hand? You embarrassed me terribly in front of my 
new boy friend. 

Father: It was just a hint, my darling, that it was about 
time for him to leave. a 

• * 

Nice Work 
Friend: You s.ny you were a dental sergeant I never 

heard of that job in the army. 
Veteran:* I drilled teeth. 

* • 

Sweet Dreams 
Brown: Do you still wake yourself up with your sroring? 
Smithers: No, I fixed that. I sleep with my heac in an- 

other room now. 
• * 

Marital Bliss 
Wifey: My cooking is going to be different from now on. 

Hubby: Why? 
Wifey: I just learned you are supposed to add water to 

those dehydrated foods. 
• • ..»> 

Close Shave 
Slim: What makes you so happy? I thought you just 

told me you were best man at your girl’s wedding. 
Jim: That’s right. I’m happy I was only best man. 

LABOR—U. S. A. | 
JUNIOR UNION 

BY ANNABEL LEE GLENN 
Junior Union Editor of American 

Federation ist 
Yhi* is the time of year when 

children get first consideration in 
America. The Christmas season 

is their special season. This year, 
American children should enjoy a 

really merry Christmas because 
they have- earned it. 

During the war the boys and 
girls of our country showed their 
patriotism by action. The way 
they worked in the important con- 

servation drives, their purchases 
of War Stamps and Bonds and their 
eagerness to help in various civic 
and community activities deserves 
a big hand. 

We in the American Federation 
of Labor particularly appreciate 
the response of young people to 
the nation’s needs because for the 
past 15 years we have tried to 
stimulate their interest in serious 
matters through the Junior Union 
section of the American Federm- 
tionist. 

You’d be surprised to know the 
intelligent and co-operative atti- 
tude shown by the children of 
trade union members in every ef- 
fort to improve their home life, 

< 

their communities and our coun- 

try as a whole. 

They realize that when a trade 
uoinist asks for higher wages, 
when he demands safety regula- 
tions at his place of work, or joins 
with his fellow workmen for any 
other reform, his motives are not 
entirely selfish. He is also trying 
to protect his family and the fam- 
ilies of all other workers. 

In the trade union movement a 

wage earner’s family has first 
place, and his ability to care for 
those dependent upon him has been 
one of the guiding principles be- 
hind every move for social and in- 
dustrial advancement. 

Because the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has accepted its re- 

sponsibility toward the young peo- 
ple we have had constant improve- 
ment in our child labor laws and 
school attendance records. Most 
of the sick end out of work bene- 
fits and other social security meas- 
ures have been brought about by 
the unremitting efforts of trade 
union men and women in their de- 
sire to provide a high standard of 
living and education, of safety and 
well-being for their children. 

Above all, trade unionists teach 
their boys and girls that American 
fredom and democracy is their 
greatest heritage. 

SEASONAL SPURT 
BRINGS MORE JOBS 

" 111 1 

Washington, D. C. — Total em- 

ployment in the United States, ex- 

clusive of agriculture workers, in- 
creased 413,000 last month to a 
total of 35,620,000, the Depart- 
ment of Labor reported. 

All major industries reported 
employment gains. In trade es- 
tablishment alone, reflecting pre*- 
Christmas preparations, 226,000 
workers were added to the pay-! 
rolls; The number of government 
employes dropped 134,000, chiefly 
because of dismissals in the War 
and Navy Departments. 

Despite the lay-off of 90,000 em- j 
ployes in aircraft and ship build- 
ing, the total of actual production 
workers in factories increased 27,- 
000 between October and Novem- 
ber. 

UNEMPLOYMENT NOW 
HIT8 CtHER STATES 

Washington, D. C.—A trend !n-' 
dicating that unemployment is 
spreading away from some former 
war production areas to other 
states was reported by the Social 
Security Board. 

In a report based on compensa-l 
tion claims, the board said that 
on a national basis the ratio of 
claims to jobs covered by insurance 
remained virtually unchanged from 
September 29 to November 24, 
when it was 6.7. per cent. 

“But behind this picture of uni- 
formity in nation-wide industrial 
unemployment,” the board said, 
“there have been marked changes 
in insurance claims loads in the 
various states.” 

TENANTS SUE O’DANIEL 
TO HALT EVICTIONS 

WASHINGTON, D. C.^Senator 
"Pappy” O’Daniel of Texas, the 
avowed enemy of organised labor, i 
who has accumulated enough 
wealth to buy a big apartment 
building in the nation’s capital, is. 
having a hard time evicting some 
of the tenants. 

Located back of the Supreme 
Court, the structure has 14 gen- 
erous-sized apartments, but O’- 
Daniel insists he needs the entire 
building as a “dwelling” for him- 
self and his family. 

He ordered the tenants to move 
out last July. Eleven have since 
left, but three others are suing in 
Washington's specmlriandlord and 
tenant court .against the eviction, 
declaring they have no other place 
to go to. 

AFL TOBACCO WORKERS 
UNION WALLOPS 

DISTRICT 191 TO 3 

Richmond, Va.— (SLPA)—Em- 
ployes of the Tobacco By-Products 
and Chemical Corporation voted j 
last, week in an NLRB election for 
the Tobacco Workers International 
Union, AFL, as bargaining agency. 
District 50, United Mine Workers, 
was on the ballot with the AFL 
Union, but that was about all. The 
AFL won by a vote of 101 to Dis- 
trict 60’s 8 votes. 

TOBACCO WORKERS BEING 
LAID OFF BY AMERICAN 

DURHAM, N. C.—The Ameri- 
can -Tobacco company is reducing, 
its working force by the wholesale 
method, some 500 workers having 
been let out on the streets at the 
end of last week. Both Lucky 
Strike and Chesterfield manufac- 
turers here are rapidly curtailing 
wartime operations to peacetime 
schedules. It is believed that at 
least one thousand men and women 

will become jobless through cur- 

tailment of the cigarette factories 
in this city alone. 

17 AFL UNIONS TINDER 
TESTIMONIAL TO RAMSPECK 

" 11 i 

(Continued from Page 1) 

unions sponsoring the testimonial 
dinner. 

This scroll expressed the appre- 
ciation of the groups — many of 

them government employes’ associ- 
ations — for Ramspeck’s “out- 

standing services.” ^ 

McCormack. House Speaker 
Sam Rayburn, Democrat of Texas, 
and others, including Ramspeck 
himself, cited the need for higher 
pay for members of Congress. 

Ramspeck accepted also a gift 
program containing a $1,000 Vic- 
tory Bond, bought by the sponsor- 
ing unions, and a scroll from Lo- 
cal 4, of the Bookbinders Union. 

RIGHT TO SCAN BOOKS 
VITAL IN PAY CASES 

(Continued From Page 1) 
poses of granting subpoena power 
to the fact-finding boards. I trust 
that the Congress, which is the 
only body authorised to grant 
such power, will do so quickly. 

“In view of the public interest 
involved, it would be highly unfor- 
tunate if any party to a dispute 
should refuse to co-operate with a 

fact-finding board.” 

State of North Carolina, 
County of Mecklenburg. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
Eugene Dowd, Plaintiff, vs. Hasel 

Dowd, Defendant.—Service By 
Publication Notice. 
The defendant, Haxel Dowd, 

will take notice that an action en- 
titled as above has been com- 
menced in the Superior Court of 
Mecklenburg County,. North Caro- 
lina, to dissolve the bonds of mat- 
rimony now existing between the 
plaintiff and the defendant on the 
grounds that the plaintiff and the 
defendant have been separated for 
two years according to law, and 
said defendant will further take 
notice that she is required to ap- 
pear at the office of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Mecklenburg 
County on the 10th day of Jan- 
uary, 1946, and anwer or demur to 
the complaint in said action, or 

plaintiff will apply to the Court 
for the relief demanded in said 
complaint. 

This the 13th day of December, 
1945. 

MARY S. POYTHRESS, 
Assistant Clerk of the Su- 
perior Court. 

'Dec. 13,20,27;Jan.3) 
EXECUTRIX’S NOTICE 

Having qualified as Exeauftix of 
the Estate of W. L. Clark, de- 
ceased, late of Mecklenburg Coun- 
ty, North Carolina, this is to notify 
all persons having claims against 
the estate of said deceased to ex- 
hibit them to the undersigned at 
214 Johnston Building, Charlotte. 
N. C„ on or before the 10th, day of 
December, 1946, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recov- 

ery. All persons indebted to said 
estate will please make immediate 
l»ayment. 

This the 10th day of December, 
1945. 
EMMA SCHOOEFIELD CLARK. 

Executrix of Estate of W. L. 
Clark, 214 Johnston Building. 

(Dec. 13,20,27(Jan.3) \ 

State of North Carolina, 
County of Mecklenburg. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
Glenn Thomason, Plaintiff, vs. 

Linda Lou Thomason, Defendant 
—Service By Publication No- 
tice. 
The defendant, Linda Lou Thom- 

ason, will takf notice that an ac- 
tion entitled as above has been 
commenced in the Superior Court 
of Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina, to dissolve the bonds of 
matrimony now existing between 
the plaintiff and the defendant on 
the grounds that the plaintiff and 
the defendant have been separated 
for two years according to law, and 
said defendant will further take1 
notice that she is required to ap- 
pear at the office of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Mecklenburg 
County on the 10th day of Janu- 
ary, 1940, and answer or demur to 
the complaint in said action, or 

plaintiff will apply to the Court' 

for the relief demanded in aaid 
complaint. 

This the 13th day of December, 
1946. 

MARY S. POYTHRESS, 
Assistant Clerk of the 
Superior Court. 

(Dec. 13,20,27; Jan.3) 

North Carolina, 
Mecklenburg County. , 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT: 
Jessie Stanley, Plaintiff, vs. SaMe 

Irene Stanley, .Defendant.- -try_d j)„ IT 11?., r“ 
J3y ru Dvicioon 

lej% 'will take notice babas 

raenced in the Snpesier Quart of 
Modklenhusg Ceanty, North C 
Una, to dissolve the bonds of 
rimony now existing between 
plaintiff and defendant oa Urn 
grounds of two years’ separation 
aceordinr to law, and aaid defend- 
ant will further take notice that 
she is required to appear at the of- 
fice of the Clerk of the Superior 
Court of Mecklenburg County an 
the 3rd day of January, 1946, and 
answer or demur to the complaint 
in said action, or plaintiff will ap- 
ply to the Court for the relief de- 
manded in said complaint. 

This the 6th day of December, 
1946. 

J. LESTER WOLFE, 
Clerk of Superior Coot. 

(Doc. 6. 13, 20, 27) 
'North Carolina, 
Mecklenburg County: 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
Mrs. Pauline Watson, Plaintiff, va. 

Leighton Watson, Defendant 
Service by Publication Notice. 
The defendant, Leighton Watson, 

will take notice that an action en- 
titled as above has been com- 
menced in tiie Superior Court ,«f 
Mecklenburg County, North Gmw- 
iina, to dissolve the bonds of mat- 
rimony now existing between fln 
said plaintiff and defendant an the 
grounds of tyro years’ separation 
according to law, 

And said defendant will further 
take notice that he is required to 
appear at the Office of the Clerk 
of the Superior Court of Mecklen- 
burg County on the 3rd day «f 
January, 1946, and answer or de- 
mur to the complaint in —Id no- 
tion, or plaintiff will apply to w 
Court for the relief demanded in 
the said complaint. 

This the 6th day of December, 
1946. 

MARY S. PAYTHRESS, 
Assistant Clerk of Superior 
Court. 

(Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27) 
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New and Reconditioned 
PIANOS 

/ ■* y » 

For the best value in NEW er 
reconditioned pianos, seleet 
yours from our stock of nearly 
100 instruments. Setinway, 
Mathushek, Winter, Howard, 
and many others. Prices Is 
suit everyone. 

ANDREWS MUSIC CO. 
“Our 51st Year*’ 

“Steinway Headquarters" 
231 North Try on Street 

DeVONDE 
Synthetic Cleaners, Dyers 

Hatters, Farriers 
Seven Points W hy We Are One 

of the South’s Leading 
Synthetic Cleaners 

1. Restores original freshness 
and sparkle. 

2. Removes carefully all dirt, 
dust and grease. 

3. Harmless to the gsest deli- 
cate of fabrics. 

4. Odorless, thorough cleaning. 
5. Garments stay dean longer. 
6. Press retained longer. 
7. Reduces wardrobe upkeep. 

DeVONDE 
(’.11 3-5125 304 N. Trjo. ». 

Martin’s Department Store 
RELIABLE MERCHANDISE ALWAYS 

AT LOW PRICES 
? * 

Shop cdt WUudin'A and 
SHOES-CLOTHING—FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 

AT CORNER TRADE AMD COLLEGE B 
v r 
it 


