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Sure! "Twas Big Day
For “Umbrella Mike”

By DAN SMYTH, _
Chicage Correspondent of AFL
News Service ;

CHICAGO.—In the robust life
of Michael J. Boyle, May 27,
1950, was a greater day even
than the historic date in 1919
when all the bridges in Chicago
went up in the air to win the
electrician’s strike.

Newspapers in these parts al-
ways call him “Umbrella Mike,”
although it was never essential
to his costume, like Neville Cham-
berlain’s. He probably has bad
more fun being a umion organ-
izer than anybody else in the la-
bor movement.

On May 27 he was one of 33
elderly men honored by Local
134 of the AFL \ Internstional
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers for maintaining membership
continuously in good standing in
the union since the date it was
chartered, 50 years ago.
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Mike Boyle joined" the old
Brotherhood of Electrical Me-
chanics in 1895, five years be-
fore it was chartered as Local
134 The only living member of
older standing is the local’s pres-
ident, Charles M. Paulsen, ini-
tiated August 10, 1892,
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