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John P. Frey,

new title .of president emeritus of
the AFL Metal Trades depart-
ment " when the annual conven-
tion begins September 14, 1950,
at Houston, Texas. This is the
story):

| Nashington. — On Thursday,
{May 4, the resignation of John
P. Frey as president of the Metal
Trades department was received
and accepted by the Executive
Council of the department, at its
meeting in Philadelphia.

This resignation was
with great reluctance by the
council, but it did not come as
any surprise. Mr. Frey had in-
timated on various occasions his
desire to retire from active serv-
ice in the trade union movement,
te be able to devote more time to
special aspects of it.

John Frey was born on Feb.
24y 1871, in Mankato, Minn. Re-
versing the general trend of “Ge
West Young Man,” John went
east and on May 10 of 1896 was
initiated inte the Molders Union
No. 5, Warcester, Maas.

Those were the days when
trade unionism, outside of those
who were a part ef it was not
too popular.

On July 1, 1896, Jobn became
president of the local umion of
Molders, and a ‘delegate to the
Worcester Central Labor Coun-
cil.- His force was soom recog-
nized in the Central Labor Un-
ion. In 1899 he became the dele-
gate from his loeal union to the
convention eof the Massachusetts
State Federation of Labor, and at
that time was elected as one of
the vice presidents.

In 1903, John was elected as
editor of The Molders’ Journal. It
was during this editoership that
The Molders’ Journal beeame rec-
ognized by the entire trade union
movement, by economists, and by
students of history as being a
moving force in the progress of
the trade union movement and as
making a great contribution to
the understanding of the phildso-
phy of the trade umion move-
ment.

In addition to the duties as ed-
itor, John remained as an organ-
izer, and was in charge of strikes
supported by the International
Union. He was also one of the
negotiators with the Foundry-
men. Again during this period,
the evils of the injunction, the
vellow-dog contract and their ef-
fect upon union organization and
the rights of the human being
became increasingly apparent.

In 1924 John was placed in
complete charge of all organizing
activities for the International
Union.

That Johm Frey's career and
experiences in the trade umon
itor he was also an author, hav-
ing written several books which
received wide acclaim.

His first book was titled, “An
American Molder in Europe,”
based upon his own experiences
gained as a result of a visit to
many KEuropean countries, His
second, published in 1922, was
entitled, “The Labor Injunction.”
This book played a great part im
making the trade unions of Amer-
ica aware of the evils of the in-

received

£8
2§
z
;

£
ey

i
113
:

-

j\metlon and aided in the trade|

A Pioneer

In A. F. of 1. Movement

(John P. Frey will hold the

widespread in industry, and fur-
ther served as material for the
study of the Industrial Relations
commission,

The Goveinment Deflense agen-
cies had indicated intentions to
institute scientific management
systems in their facilities. It was
as a result of the Hoxie commit-
tee's study and findings and the
resuitant testimony before Sen-
ate and House Committees on La-

use of scientific management pro-
posals in defense facilites were
adopted. These studies clearly
demonstrated the menace of the
speed-up, stretch-out and other
engineering proposals, which
made an automaton of the indi-
vidual, rather than a human be-
ing.

John was chosen on several oe-
casions to represent ‘either the
American Federation of Labor, or
the United States on missions to
Europe. He served as a f{rater-
nal delegate te the British Trade
Union Congress in 1909, He was
secretary of the first labor mis-
sion, appointed by President Wil-
son from the United States to
Allied countries in 1918. He ac-
companied President Gompers to
Europe in 1918 in support of the
over-all was effort. He attended
the 1921 and 1924 comventions of
the Pan-American Federation of
Labor, representing the AFL. In
1927 he was a labor advisor te
the American Delegation of the
International Labor Eeonomic
Conference in Geneva Switzer-
land. :

John became recognized as .a
national figure in the trade un-
ion movement with his election
to the American Federation of
Labor convention in 1901; a dele-
rateship to which he was regu-
iarly elected, with two years’ ex-
:eption, through 1949, He served
ns secretary of the Committee on
Resolutions .of the AFL conven-
tion, continually from 1508
through 1924, In 1934 he again
became secyetary of the Commit-
tee on Resolutions and served
through 1949, Few men in the
union movement have made their
influence felt in AFL conventions
as much as has John Frey. He
was a close personal friend and
confidante of President
Gompers for a great many years.

The city of Norwood, Ohie,
where he made his home after

leaving Worcester to become part|

of the international family of the
Molders, honored him by making
him president of the Board of
Education, in which capacity he
served from 1917 through 1921,

Also, during this period of
residence in the State of Ohio, he
became president of the Ohio
State Federtion of Labor
1924 through 1928,

that the federation
the Anti-Yellow Dog Contract
bill and served as a pattern for
other State Federations of Labor
to follow. The Ohio law was in-
corporated in its entirety, in the

Norris-LaGuardia Anti-injunetion
bill.
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Don’t let the excitement of a good
strike make you forget that burn-
ing match!

committee of the Judicmry on
Interlocking Corporation  Diree-
torates. Following the recom-
mendations of this committee, the
Pecora Committee was created by
the United States Senate, whose
findings resulted in the passage
by Congress of most necessary
regulatory legislation’ on monop-

olies and trusts,

For many years John Frey had
been calling to the attention of
the trade union movement, the
Federal government and all with-
n reach, the infiltration of Com-
munists into the trade union

mittees on the infiltration of
Communists into the trade union
movement and into the wvarious
Federal government departments,
supporting this lestimony with
voluminous records and docu-
ments, i S

He further called to the na-
tion's attention the possibilities
of Communists occupying key po-
sitions in the Department of
State, and the Army and Navy.

President Frey was responsible
for many  other legislative pro-
posals, some of which were en-
acted into law, and others which
were rejected. The Frey Amend-
ment to the National Labor Re-
lations Act prevented the ques-
tioning of a trade union contract
after such contraet had been in
existence for three months or
more. This legislation saved
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movement and Federal depart-
ments.
In 1988 he submitted testi-'

mony before congressional com-'

many organizations great sums agreements, which brought *"
of money in not having to defend [one agreement more m
valid contracts in effect. ) than have ever been covered im

The work of President Frey in|the United States under one
being responsible for the Master |agreement, is epoch-making im
Shipbuilding and Ship Repair|American industrial relations. -
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