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Congress Asked To Clean Out

Corruption’ In Its Own Halls

Four Airmen Freed:

Congress has been asked to
clean out the corruption in its
own halls as well as in the Ad-
ministration.

Twe Democratic Senators and
& newspaper joined in the request
for a Congressional housecleaning.

Sen. Mike Monroney (D., Okla.)
said that members of Congress
should be prohibited from inter-
fering in tax cases pending before
tt- Bureau of Internal Revenue.

. mroney also said that legis-
lato. . who try to help get Recon-
struction Finance Corporation
(RFC) loans for their friends
should be willing to have those
facts made public,

Boykin Involved

Congressional hearings have
shown that Rep. Frank Boykin
(D., Ala.) has been involved both
in tax cases and RFC loan mat-
ters.

The name of Sen. Styles Bridges
(R, N. H.), who has been in the
Senate longer than any other Re-
publican, has come .up in connec-
tion with tax scandals.

Sen. Estes Kefauver (D., Tenn.)
proposed that Congress set up a
Commission on Ethics in Govern-
ment -to help establish higher
moral standards for all govern-
ment officials, including Congress-
men,

Wants Publiciay

Kefauver also suggested that
the names of all persons, includ-
ing Congressmen, who roceive__
fees for helping people get gov- |
ernment loans or favors shoula
be made public.

Said the Madison, Wis., Capital |
Times: |

“Even though the congreSsional |
investigating committee has done

|
|

U. S. Pays Ransom

The cold war got hot. Unele
Sam yas forced to pay $120,000
in ransom to the Commuhist re-
gime in Hungary for the release
of four American fliers who were
forced down behind the Iron Cur-
'$ain and convicted at a phony
trial on trumped-up charges of
espionage. There were cries in
Congress of “not one cent for
tribute,” but Uncle Sam is not
as tough as his traditions. The
government decided to pay the
“fines” assessed against the fliers
to avoid having them sent off to
jails .from which they might nev-
er emerge,

Was the decision wise? There
were varying reactions. True,
America might be written off in
some quarters as an easy mark.
But far more important, the whole
incident proved to the world that
to America human life is more
important than dollars—proved it
in a way inecalcuably more effec-
tive than tons of propaganda.

The hot war got cold. The De-
cember 27 deadline eame and
went without a truce, but nego-
tiations for an armistice were still
continuing as this edition went
to press. As yet, there had been
no formal action on extending the
deadline for another 15 or 80
days, as reports from informed
quarters indicated might happen.

UN  delegates hinted there
might be a possibility of agree-
ment on the over-all exchange of
prisoners, for which the Comse

their best o cover it up, it ls'W4, | munists had pressed but. only

coming increasingly obvious MI
ton in Washington is in Conmu;
itself, o« 2

|

Congressional Pressure |
“Congressmen have been un-
ing their office to put pressure
on government agencies having |
dealings with business firms and
individuals. . .
“It has become crystal clear'
that corruption in Washington
will never be rooted out unless
some means can be found for ex-
posing the corruption that ex- |
ists in the halls of Congress.” , |

DOMINICANS FREE SEAMEN

Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Re-
public — Christmas pardons were
granted five Cuban seamen im-
prisoped by the Dominican Re-'
publie,

The seamen were . sentenced
after the Dominican naval
had captured the merchant be
“Quetzal.” TRy

The capture was by
the Inter-American Regional Or-
ganization of Workers (ORIT) an
act of piracy without precedent
in modern inter-American history.

The condemnation of the Dom-
inican Republic was issued by the
executive board of ORIT meeting
in Washington. ORIT acted on
request of various trade union or-
organizations from all over Latin'
America. The board said in part:

“The detention and the subse-
<quent sentencing of the crew, the
members of which had signed on
rthe ‘Quetzal’ as professional sail-
.ors, has aroused the indignation
+of the democratic labor movement
not only because it constitutes a
flagrant violation of international,

|

after full explanation regarding
the source of much of the corrup- 'the fate of 50,000 men claimed |

s prisoners in Red propaganda
but missing from the official ros-
ter of prisoners handed to the
Allied conferees. No formal
answer came from the Commun-
ists, but word got out that they
might reply the 50,000 had died
from wounds, disease and the

} rigors of climate,

SENATOR HUMPHREY ASKS
CAMPAIGN CASH BE PROBED

+ Sen. Hubert Humphrey chal-
langed his fellow members of
Congress to “tell the people the
sorry truth” about who pays the
bills to elect them.

“It would be a good idea if
every member of Congress were
required to go before an Investi-
gating committee and tell how
his campaign was financed,” the

n ta Democrat told report-

Far too much is spent on cam-
paigning. the Senator said. He
added that he suspected that
some campaign contributors “ex-
pect someting besides good gov-
ernment.”

With regard to Government tax
scandals, Sen. Humphrey held
that the tax laws passed by Con-l
gress “are the base from which
this corrruption springs.”

“If we're going to houseclean,
let's clean good,” he said. “Let’s
not just clean on top of the rug.
Let’s check on some of the big
stealing.”

laws and tax loopholes
through which $4 billion of
tential revenue

escape
«civil and commercial rights, bnt'ewry year to the benefit of “less

it threatens the

maintenance of peace in the Car-|and to the detriment of the
"

than 4 per cent” of the

|
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By BORIS SHISHKIN,
AFL Economist

(Excerpts from article in The
American Federationist)

In 1952 the American people

will bé making decisions.

future and the future of the
world.
Many of these decisions will be
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LIVING HAS CLIMBED TO AN
ALL-TIME RECORD

The cost of living has hit an-
other' new all-time high.

The Bureau of Laber Btatistics
(BLS) reported that on Novem-
ber 15 it cost the families of
working people 10.8 per cent more
to live than just before the Keo-
rean war began jin June, 1950.
The BLS Consumers Price In-
dex read 1886 in November., That
means the cost of living has in-
creased 88.6 per cent since 1935-
1939,

From October 15 to November
156 living costs increased six-tenths
of one per cent.

Since the Korean war started,
the cost of food went up 13.9 per
cent. That means you have to
spend sbout $1.14 today to get
the safhe amount of food you
could buy for $1 in June, 1950.
The cost of living continues to
reach wow peaks month wfter
month because Congress refused '
to control prices.

When Congress passed a phony
price control law last summer, it
guaranteed big profits for manu-
facturers, wholesalers and retail-
ers and high prices for the peo-
ple. i
A million and a quarter rail-
road workers, whose pay goes up
when the cost of living increases,
will receive 4-cents-an-hour wage
increases as a result of the latest

BLS REPORTS HIGH COST OF |

By FLOYD L. CARLISLE, JR.,
Pres. F. L. Carlisle, Inc.
(Pinch-hitting for Alexander 8.
Lipsett)

THE PEOPLE'S STAKE IN
ELECTRIC POWER
In what ways can the nation’s
water power resources be most
advantageously developed? How
can we best protect the public
interest and at the same time
safeguard the free enterprise
system, source of Americas
strength? The writer is a pub-
lic utilities specialist. His views,
while not necessarily those of
ILNS, deserve attention in view
of increasing unmion resistance
to the scope and certain phases
of the Federal power progam.
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met with heavy going.
It should be noted that this de-
velopment is completely wuncon-
nected with the controversial St
Lawrence Seaway and Power proj-
ect. It does not invelve naviga-
tion, reclamation, flood control,
or any other areas rightfully be-
longing to government.

nothing else.

Moreover these five utilities

What is the trouble, workers

1
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federal or state governments, has
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The first and the all-important
part of the decision that the
American people will have to
make in 1952 is to carry on the
defénse program. They must
make up their minds to accept

.{the cost, the hardships and saecri-

\fices that go with the defemse ef-
fort. Not until

get a decent place to live
and  scarcities prevent it from
buying essentials of living,

| The third and closely related
part of the decision is to keep in-
flation in check. Financial and
eredit policies of the government
iwill have to be devised to check
unnecessary business expansion,
to eurb a speculative rise in com-

to hold in check, the prices of
food. Policies to promote savings
and defer nonessential +~cnding
are no less important.

Commie Aim Is To Destroy
It should be remembered that

communism is to destroy our ee-
onomic system. The temptation
to let go of all irksome controls
will be very great. Especially
heavy will be the pressure to let
go in the first half of 1952, For
the full brunt of infl, "snary
pressure from increased defense
and military expenditures will not
be felt until the second half, when

ﬁm funds previously authorized

and appropriated for defense will
attain full flow in the form of
actual payments.

Try To Preserve Btrength

The fourth consideration to
which Americans will have to
give high priority also has to deo
with preserving the strength of

will ask. Why don't they go|their American commonwealth, It
ahead with their plans? Unfur-

is the imperative necessity to
make every possible provision,

1952 Jobs: Win War;
Build Strong U S
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to do with something vital to all
of us — America’s moral leader-
ship.
America’s decisive task is its
moral task. It is up to us in
America to unite the free world
in a crusade for human better-
ment. And it is up to labor te
lead the way.

PRICES, TAXES, HOUSING
AND T-H FACE CONGRESS
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