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/kmerican Cab &
Service Co.

1161 W. Fronklin Ave.
Phone 6391

GASTONIA, N. C.

GREETINGS

€. D. A. STORE

609 South Ockland
. Phone 5-4987
m". Nt c-

GREETINGS
Hoosier Scale Shop
Seles and Service
1508 East Ozark
Phone 9791
GASTONIA, M. C.

e -
Presc
Delivery

Free Fast City

Ed. C. Adams, Prop.
_Zrli w. Mc;n’:;:.
GASTONIA, N. C.

| Rankin & Armstrong
. QUALITY FURNITURE

""One of the Oldest—
Established Over 40 Years”

124 S. Mariette Sa.
Phone 5-0611
GASTONIA, N. C.

Saunders
Dry Cleaning Co.

319 E. Franklin Ave.
Tel. 54012

GASTONIA, N. C.

Smith’s Cut Rate
Drug Stores
Prescription Speciolists
157 W. Main Ave.
121 W. Mein Ave.
Tel. 5-2354 of 5-2191
GASTONIA, N. C.

0. Glean Siroupe

GENERAL BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

111 Oakdale Phone 5-3822
GASTONIA, N. C

S -

GREETINGS
Terminal Restaurant

Alwoys Ready to Serve You
141 W, Froanklin Ave.

Phone 5-0206
GASTONIA, N. C.

(Approved by the General Board
of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United
States of America and issued
through the Department of the
Church and Economie Life.)
“You Are All Brothren . . .

You Heve One Fother”

The health of any society de-
pends upon the well-being of the
members of all of its groups. Every
segment of society is important,
Efficient and honest work is neces-

| sary for our economy. But our com-

mon responsibility does mnot end
there. In a highly industrialized
society, it is not a luxury but a
Christian and practical necessity
to help the sick and the crippled,
assist the needy aged, and care for
the young. Neglect of large groups
of people who cannot fully help
themselves weakens the sense of
community and violates a principle
from which our society draws its
strength.

" We believe that Christianity pro-
vides sound and sure principles as
guides to action; it gives a sense
of direction and creates a will to
work together. The American peo-
ple have common' basic aims. As
productive efficiency increases,
there are more goods and services
to share and costs of production
are lowered. As workers’ purchas-
ing power expands, management
finds larger markets. And we all,

|ms consumers, benefit by this co-

operation,

Furthermore, if equitable solu-
tions to the common problems of
employers and their employees are
mutuaily sought in good faith they
can be found. Thousands of labor
contracts are negotiated by union
and management representatives
each year without bitterness or
strikes, and with regard for the
publie interest. Unfortunately these
settlements are rarely featured in
the newspapers, while strikes are
headlined. Fair settlements arrived
at through free and honest bar-
gaining by men of good will open
the way to a better economic and
social life for all people. Leaders
of labor and management know
that the progress of American in-
dustry depends largely upon their
ability to co-operate for the com-
mon good. This is the road for free
men of enlightened consciences to
follow. Christianity may ask for
more, but can ask for no less. Since
God is our Father, we must ever
strive to work together as brothers.
Since the first Labor Sunday
Message was issued nearly forty
years ago, the economic status of
workers has been raised, produe-

democratic way of life strength-
ened. During this period the at-
mosphere of public opinion has
changed. Increasing numbers of
workers have exercised the freedom
to decide for themselves whether
to organize and have dealt with
employers through representatives
of their own choice. This freedom
of workers has been endorsed and
the important social contribution
of the labor movement recognized
by almost évery branch of the
Christian Church. During the past
years working men and women
have made unprecedented gains;
the years ahead offer new oppor-
tunities but also enlarged responsi-
bility for labor to join with man-
igement, farmers, consumers, and
ither groups in working for the
:ommon good,

On this Labor Day it is fitting
hat the National Council of
Churches recognize the many Chris-
dian laymen who have worked to
whieve these benefits for them-
selyes and their fellow men. We
join in mourning the loss of Wil-
liam Green and Philip Murray,
outstanding Christian laymen in
organized labor. Leadership in the
labor movement should be increas-
ingly appreciated by the people of
sur chwrches as an ifmportant
Christian vocation.

“Bear One Ancther's Burdens'
We are grateful to God for the

in the United States which has de-
veloped under conditions of free-
rdom. But these favorable circum-
| stances eall for more than grati-
tude in word of feeling. They sum-
mon Christians to a deep sense of
(humility and an ccrnest commits
{ment to share with people as
| worthy as ourselves who are less

LABOR DAY GREETINGS
ALEXANDER MACHINECO., INC. |

1414 West Franklin Avg.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA

tivity increased, hours shortened, |tively good in spite of the contine-
real wages increased, working con- [ing problem of inflation. Significant
ditions improved, the economic well | progress has been made in recent
being of the nation lifted, and the | Years in the field of race relations,
Mthummymrulu“m““'h

generally high level of well-being

Tabor Sundy Hewngens

fortunate. We know that some mil-

forces threaten freedom. Enlight-
ened men and women of labor were
among the first to see the evil and
danger of both fascism and Soviet
communism and have long and ef-
fectively opposed them. Through
the leadership which the American
labor movément, together with that
of many other important segments
of our society, has given to the
cause of world freedom, all our
freedoms have been made more se-
cure. -

In working for civil rights, in-
creased production, job opportuni-
ties, adequate wages, social respon-
sibility, and a free world communi-
ty we are working for each other,
for ourselves, and for God who
seeks to realize His purpose of jus-
tice and freedom in the affairs of
men. Toward the achievement of
these aims, all groups in our na-
tion are interdependent, and we are
bound together in the need and
purpose to promote our common
freedoms. Freedom to worship and
to speak according to the dictates
of one's conscience is inseparable
from freedom of the mind and
freedom to work under conditions
which the worker has had a part
in determining. A threat to one
freedom is a threat to all freedoms.

Labor-Management
Partnerships Are
Desirable Goals

By REv. R. A. McGowaN, Director
Social Action Department
National Catholic Welfare

Conference

Labor Day, 1953, is an occasion

for qualified grgtitude and for

guarded and realistic optmism.

Genuine, if limited progress has

been registered in recent years.

More people are gainfully employed

than at any other time in the his-

tory of the United States. More
employees than ever before are now

unions. The standard of living bf
most of the working people is rela-

Wmmmmmm
welfare

indications that even greater pro-
gress can be expected within the
foreseeable future.

For these and other recent ad-
vances in the field of social justice
we can be very thankful. Never-
theless, we are still faced with a
number of serious economic prob-
lems, thoughtful consideration of
which will serve to put us on our
guard against the deadly virus of
complacency.

Unsolved Problems

The first and by far the most
serious of these problems has to
do with our ability to avoid the
chaos and disaster of another major
depression if and when the ecold
war, through the mercy of God,
eventually comes to an end. So
long as this problem remains un-
solved, our country cannot afford
to be complacent about the condi-
tion of its economic health. At the
present time we are operating,
simultaneously, two fabulously suc-
cessful systems of production—one
for the implements of war and an-
other for the necessities and lux-
uries of civilian life.

It would be presumptuous on the
part of the American people and
their . elected representatives to
minimize or underestimate the dif-
ficulty of maintaining full employ-
ment if and when war production
is severely curtailed. This is not
an insolyble problem, but its solu-
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The basic reason for gratitude
and optimism on Labor Day, 1953,
is the fact that mére of us than
ever before in the history of the
United States are beginning to
mthlnpgmmdﬁe-w
lationship between the personal
dignity of the individual on the one
hand and the brotherhood of man
on the other. The basic reason for

%ﬂdmﬂn
minimum stan of frugal com-
fort for all its citizens.
International Responsibilities

our growing reluctance as a nation
to come to the economie, as opposed
to the purely military, assistance
of less favored nations. Some of
our impoverished allies in the cold
war are beginning to suspect, per-
haps with a certain degree of at
least superficial justification, that
we attach too much importance,
relatively, to bombers and LbLattle-
ships, too little to tractors and hy-
brid corn and elementary sanitary
improvements for the disadvantag-
ed people of the so-called under-
developed areas. Let us hope and
pray that the American people will

dition of charity and generosity.
We owe it to ourselves and to the
rest of the world to be as generous
as possible in administering the
abundant riches which Almighty
God has temporarily placed in our
trust as stewards of His posses-
sions and almoners of His gracious
bounty.

In view of these and other prob-
lems confronting our beloved eoun-
try in this period of continuing
crisis there is room today for grat-
itude, surely, but there is also room
for humility and penitence and a
firm resolve to change for the bet-
ter with the ever-present and
never-failing assistance of the
grace of God.

Error of Individuelism

There was a time in the history
of this country when many prop-
erty owners and workers regarded
their personal rights as absolute.
In economic life—as contrasted
with domestic life, which at that
time was more directly influenced
by Christian morality—they acted
as though they were alone in God's
universe or as though they and
their  neighbors were meant to be
enemies one of another. This was
utterly false in theory and trag-
ically harmful in practice.

Thanks be to God, we are slowly
getting over that way of thinking
and acting in the field of economics.
The right to own property and the
right to secure an adequate income
from ownership, and the right to
work and secure an adequate in-
come from ownership, and the right
to work and secure an adequate
income from personal
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humility and penitence is that not
enough of us havé turned our backs
once and for all on the theory of
individualism which exaggerated
personal rights and prerogatives
beyond all reason, at the expense
of human brotherhood.

This is a very serious matter.
For several hundred years the
dominant emphasis in the
life of the so-called Western world
was placed, exaggeratedly, on per-
sonal rights and pe strength
at the expense of human brother-
hood. Similarly, in the larger field
of political and economic action, the
dominant emphasis was placed on
national rights and national
strength at the expenle of interna-
tional brotherhood. One might leg-
itimately substitute here for per-
sonal strength and national

strength the more theologically aec-

tion will require the greatest pos-
sible measure of intelligent and un- |
selfish _cooperation. There is e\rery!
{reason to anticipate that our na-|
{ tional economy will continue to im-
{prove under peabtetime conditions.
{ The history of the United States

'clearly demonstrates that our peo- |
' ple have a genius for adapting and |
| applying the techniques of wartime
production to peaceful purposes.

- Neither can we afford to be com-
placent about the fact that so many
families live so poorlyfin the weal-
| thiest country in the history of the
{human race. Surely a pation which
can do as much as ours dis doing at
‘the present time—and very prop-
erly so—to resist Communist ag-
' gression in the Far East and to
| prepare itself and other countries

curate words persomal pride and
greed and national pride and greea.

The fearful crisis of this gener-
ation arises, on the one hand, from
our own failure in ‘the Western
world to complete the urgent task
of combining in practice personal
and national rights with personal
brotherhood and internation al

brotherhood, and, on the other hand,
from the ruthless and absolute re-

ty and national worth by aggres-

sive totalitarian governments. We
are reaping the bitter fruits of the

one error M -y 'm . i
ates the ;mmg‘%l:::

individual without » £
rights of others and without regarc

'agminst possible Communist

for the rights of the community
e

- sion in other parts of the world is the race, the class, or the nation— !

Closely related to this problem is |

jection or denial ‘m ﬂlﬂ- :

two great errors of our time. The |
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atomic war, let us place our
in the mercy and goodness
and confidently go

our own house in
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and as a practical means of ful-
filling their mutual responsibilitics
to society as a whole. The fault is
on both sides. The chief fault of
some in management has been that
of opposing or hampering wuwnion
organizing, opposing adequate Rg-
islation for the protection of the
working people, and of not taking
enough initiative in fostering mew
methods of labor-management co-
operation. On the other hand, the
fault of some in the labor move-
ment has been one of apathy and
indifference in face of the need for

- S

with the encouragement of gov-
ernment, to establish industry-wide

. juninterruptedly in the right direc-

[ tion.

' Happily, we have aiready begun
to advance towards the desired
‘goal. There is already a greater
degree of effective labor-manage-
ment cooperation in the United
States than is generally recognized.
The process of growth is relatively
slow and sometimes rather dis-
heartening. Nevertheless there is
no reason to be unduly pessimistic
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GASTONIA BRUSH COMPANY

TEXTILE BRUSHES
Smd&l-iuslﬂ“:: Phene 5-2422
: \ Gastonia, N. C.

Phone 5271

| General Mill Supplies and

Hardware
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