Sec. 466 P. L. & R
U. 8. POSTAGE PAID

Charlotte,

N. C.

Permit No. 628

Subsecription Price $2.00 Per Year

Editor's Note: The following is a summary of the year's news
highlights in both the A.F.L. and C.1.O, starting with September,

1952 SUMMARY

BY LABOR PRESS ASSOCIATED

SEPTEMBER: The AFL convention, for the first time in history,
; endorsed a presidential candidate, Democratic Nominee Adlai Steven-
son. The convention acted after hearing both Stevenson and Eiun-_
hower, LLPE Director McDevitt urged the delegates to put political

action ahead of everything but emergency union work until after the |

November election,

The convention also: re-elected Green and other top officers,
renewed its unity bid to the CIO and UMW, and called for effective
price controls, rent controls where necessary, public housing, extension
of social security, federal FEPC and national health insurance.
Meeting prior to the convention were the AFL Metal Trades, Building
Trades and Union Label Departments and the International Labor
Press of America which presented 30 plaques to outstanding AFL
publications,

Added to the list of unions indorsing Stevenson and Sparkman
were the AFL Machinists, CIO 0il Workers, CIO Rubber Workers,
California AFL, CIO Amalgamated Clothing Workers, CIO Textile
Workers, CI0 Woodworkers and CIO Paperworkers.

A strike of 38,000 IAM members at Lockheed and Douglas air-
craft plants in California was called off Sept. 20 at the request of
President Truman. Negotiations were moved to Washington for White
House and federal mediation assistance. ;

A soft coal strike was averted when Lewis signed contracts with
Northern and Southern coal operators calling for a $1.90 a day wage
hike and 10-cent a ton increase in welfare fund payments. Hard coal
operators agreed to a 20-cent & ton increase in welfare payments,
with a wage raise to be settled after coal negotiations, UMW’s
millionth medical benefit check paid :I
the birth of twin sons of a West
AFL’s unity call by a propesal for a effect immediate
unity.

Westinghouse settled with IUE for wage boosts
cents an hour for 45,000 employes, but General Elgetric refused to
make an acceptable offer for its 71,000 employes, represented by IUE.
A strike against GE set for Sept. 20 was canceled to allow for a meet-
ing of the IUE-GE conference board which had power to set a new
strike date, :

Eastern railroads finally granted the union shop to 17 non-oper-
ating rail unions. Settlement of 58 grievances, some two years old,
canceled strike action against the New York Central Railroad by the
Engineers, Conductors and Firemen. An increase in the cost of living
for the sixth straight month brought a 2-cent an hour pay incréase
for 1,250,000 rail workers. i

UAW-CIO asked General Motors to revise the wage secales and
minimum pension provided in the B-year contract increases which
runs until 1955. UAW. also won Wage Stabilization Board approval
of substantial increases at three North American aviation plants, on
the ground that aircraft pay should equal that in the auto industry.
A $1 million damage suit was filed by UAW against International
Harvester for violation of the vacation clause of the Melrose Park,
1il., contract. A contract granting a full union shop and 10-cent an hour
wage hike ended a strike of 18,000 URW members against Goodrich.

The NLRB asked the US Supreme Court ‘to overrule a lower
court ruling which would force union to cross picket lines or
be fired. David Cole, veteran arbiter, Cyrus Ching as head
of the Federal Mediation Service. Harry Bridges’ 1950 perjury con-
viction and deportation order was upheld by a federal appeals court
in San m. : .

Eisenhower and Taft, labor’s No. 1 enemy, made up after con-
ference at Columbia University and Taft announced that he and Ike
see eye-to-eye on Taft-Hartley. Stevenson, in his Labor Day address
in Detroit and in his speéch at the AFL convention, called for repeal
of T-H.

The ITU started publication in Charleston, W. Va.,, of Labor's
Daily, only daily labor newspaper in the US. SIU opened the first
union-owned and operated night club in Brooklyn. The New Jersey
CIO won a 10-year fight for on-the-job voter registration at ‘several
large industrial plants in Middlesex County, but GOP election officials
blocked attempts to extend in-plant.registration to other counties.

OCTOBER: Political action was the theme of the month. Stevenson

additional endorsements from the AFL Teamsters, United Mine
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MR. GOMPERS

Samuel Gompers, a founder and
first president of the AFL. He
held the AFL's top pest for 37
years until his death in 1924.

Sam Gompers
Million Dollar
Executive Type

WASHINGTON (LPA) — The
man could have had a guarantee
of a million dollars in 10 years
as president of an insurance com-
pany. He could have held high
“m;h. He could have
seen the $50,000-a-year head of a
* But Samuel Gompers, f.
and for 37 years president of the
American Federation of Labor,
tirhed down all such offers, a
little baffled that anyone should
think he was interested in any
career other than the one he had
chosen. :

He gave his life so wholeheart-
edly to the union movement that,
as President Coolidge put it, “his
name was almost synonomous with
the cause he represented.” His
influence was so indelibly stamped
or the AFL that its policies
often were regarded to as “Gom-
persism.” He provided the indis-
pensible leadership that welded
the feeble, disorganized union
movement of the late 19th cen-
tury into a powerful labor fed-
eration that brought raised living
standards and new dignity to
working people.

Gompers was born into a pov-
erty-stricken neighborhood on
London’s crowded east side omn
January 27, 1850. At 10 he was
appprenticed to a cobbler, but he
didn't like the work and soon
switched to his father’s trade,
cigar-making. His family came
to America in 1863 and two years
later, at 15, Gompers got his first
union card in the cigar-makers

lis of work months.
His family almost starved. But
his wife Sophia, a tobaceo strip-
{per whom he had married when
he was 17, had a courage to
match her husband's. With four
children and a fifth coming, she
kept the family alive on a diet
that sometimes was no more than
soup made of water, flour, salt
and pepper. %3

‘In_his autobiography.
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MeBRIDE l, ILLIAM GREEN

| Third AFL President
John . ' “amknown” see-
ond president ot the AL who|Wm Green Held

defeated Samuel Gompers for the | e :
Top AFL Position

1894-97 term. Also second presi-
dent of the United Mine Workers,
.
Twenty-Eight Years
Washington—(LPA)—When the

be died in Arizona in 1917, where |
he went into the rinr-mahiazi
business and entered politics.
: AFL convention opens later this
month, it will be the first time in
28 years that the man wielding

AFL’s 2nd Chief
Little Known; |u: 1« wiliam Green, the hio

Was UMW Head

COLUMBUS, 0. (LPA)—A for- :
gotten *grave in this city is the |
final resting place of the “un-
known” second president of the
AFL.

News storiés "~ following the
death of Willlam" Green' iu"zin-

vember, 1962, des ‘a8
the second pry t of the AFL,
the only man other than the great
Samuel Gompers, who  bad held
that office. =

There is no disputing the fact
that Green succeeded Gompers to
the AFL presidency after the lat- |
ter's death in 1924. But 30 years
earlier, an Ohio miner held the
AFL's highest office for one year.
He served from 1894 to 1895 and
was the only man ever to defeat
Gompers for the AFL position.
The man was Jobn MecBride,
also second presidept of . the
United Mine Workers and at one
time a member of the Ohio legis-
lature.

When Gompers was re-elected
by the AFL in 1895, MecBride,
suffering from poor health, took
ks family to Phoenix, Ariz. One
of the first things he did after
arriving there was to engage a
contractor to build & home for
him. The contractor had never
before used union labor, but Me-
Bride insisted that his home be
an all-union job. It probably was
the first home in Pheonix built
on that basis, b

- Shortly after, McBride and a
man named Beavers formed a
partnership tomnufn__t-ndpu,
(Continued on Page 2)

to be a minister, but who became
AFL President instead.

His death on November 20,
1962, marked the end of long
years of devotion to the advance-
ment of the working man that
began when he entered the mines
as a breaker boy when he was 186.

Green gave up his plans to be-
cdme a minister' when poverty
forced him of school at 14
and into a job as a waterboy on
& railroad construction project.
But the personal qualities which
had turned him toward that pro-
fession shaped the principles he
followed throughout his life.

His hometown friends, labor as-
sqciates, public officials and busi-
ncssmen remember him as a mild-
mannered man whose method was
te eounsel the middle road rather
than extreme measures as he
worked to make a reality of his
vision of a better life for the
world’s little people.

Born March 3, 1870, into a
miner's family in Coshocton, Ohio,
Green joined the Coshocton Miners
Union—later to become Loecal 272
lof the United Mine Workers—at
the same time he joined his
father in the mines.

It wasn't long until he was

ings against the squalor of com-
pafly towns, wretched wages, and
primitive working conditions that
resulted in mine accidents that
maimed and .killed and left the
families of the vietims without
any means of livelihood. :
He was particularly incensed by
the use of the mine screen through
(Continued on Page §)

. Labor D:zy. Stat;mentf ]

By DAVID A. MORSE, Director-Genefal
. v

GENEVA.—On this Labor Day of 1953, the
rmﬂrhwhﬁnﬂmm

most a ng. 1 m" m“
ments and demonstrate amew their resolution
and continuing prosperity for themselves and their

But at the <ame time they will recognize that
not to be easily achieved—that its attainment will require
of effort, clearsightedness and a calm yet resolute
. the many difficuult problems
community must face and
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miner whose early ambition was |

raising his voice at union meet- }

Their sphere of
limited. The big threat to the

Peace, Freedom' And
Prospérity Goals Of

2
E=

3%

i

World F ree Labor

:f
§

:

4
%ﬁt?
s
i

f

]

g
£

%

]
i
?

i
;:
;!

%%
|

]
g

1
-
1
¢
;

g

|

i

e

4

11

‘

i
:
L
i..

i
E
:
§

i
;
:

|

[
|
4

]
¢

H

4
£
i

HH
pE3E

5
g

5§

o f

8
#

£s

“
by

i

b

Rg

|

il

d

if




