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L'Ve a shy stnrtl.-- t tEn - she
In tii vj 1 taiafe f.t the '.vc, 1 ;

He)- - viuFt eys in ,v t t .rjiri-- :

fc'eenu 1 f:r r,h . I -. in :r of the skKr;
In b- -r Kite Fan 1:, ,: bluebells t

Tra.- - : J Lreat i: in sft c al'-n- t

H- -r o i I t;-- . t.a .r w !.: j. ris sb'Avin
II' r checks J ik s glowing,
A: 1 all her ci.ii ii.r:- nee.

Guide, Ji'J, prot-et- or a. id defense.

What st'r:-.- b-- r? A beavy tread
Ti th-- J mi nil-'- , nn-h'-'- o eihe'eJ
I'y sua fi c;;. 1 l.etv-- s an 1 v.l-- mt lxuguJ,
A'i-- v. bat f Ii- ivt ii ki-!- i ie allows.
AT day s .v t h";ni Is Fad l.c !

Til - fur-- : each. ij f !''! leV.ra
Of bird--- , bee, bi.si;c-ri.- i winds and over
The nearer fit Ids of gr.-.- s end clover
Came l:i,' tin; cow-- l cil- - s'fiing through,
As violets tint the du-- k and dew.

A tranin cr.m-- s en! th j.inf-!eav.- .-j swoo
ti'i.u Her Lenoath bis naked t el;
IIcjs ps wiAljbnnry, outlawed, tierce.
His lm- - r I eyi s ib gi, 1 s eyes pierce;
Hut sonieti.iu ; in th- - ir t nd r libt
Cb c::s bid iialf- - sa vage in o I, despite
The lawless, h spt rate w.u! within
Taat Keldoiii tt' p- - f.t soil or sin;
He move; usid-- si:e pas-o- s by,
Saved by the p..u-- r of purity.

Maiy A. I)fj.is !j ii i'ran!r Leslie's

with an cr.ger und-.tton- i 1 Lis voice,
Wi.tehing her i; ce close 'v.

"It wou'? .tlrr.vst cf course, if
tut Zip, y.ji if.v-- j no ri ;ht to ask such
question-,- ' ih-- a- -. 3 we red, looking up
-- Lv v aid blu.hin-r- .

' Vi-.-'!- yu nee in't 1 e inea-- y aao-.- t

l.ir.. I v.. ul.F.'t hurt B n Button 1 y
in - th ai ht or wor 1, i:i :eh ioi t aa e

i.E life,'' r plie i Zip, with aa cutLt.-t- .

ness v.-i- E him.
"I w..s only jaki-iir- , Z:p. But y- u

fen to be aw.'u ly in earnest and sol-en- .n

this evu;.:ng. "What is ai'.irg ycu,
ary Way i '

"Xo-hin- g much, cn'y I have ma le tin

my ii.ind to go twaj," answeied Zi; ,

bj .king a-- i 1 e. .

"Go awiy?"
Ye

"Yv'here are ycu goingi"
"Anywhere. It makes no difference,

so I get away.'"'
"And ain't you coming back?''
"Some day, maybe, if ever I get to

be cf any account to myself or anybody
else."

"Ycu arc of some account now, Zip,
and you had better stay right where
you are.''

"No; 1'vo made up my mind to go,
an 1 I am sure it i3 the b ,t thing that
could happen for us all around, so I 11

stick to it,' ' said Zip,
Melinda was looking out of tho win-

dow. When she saw a man comin ; up
the lane toward tho house, and recog-
nized in the comer Ben Button, a shad-
ow of annoyance flitted over Iter face.

Zip had been watching Melinda; and
when he saw tho slight frown on her
face, ha too, glanced cut, and sceiug
who was coming he rose to his feet,

ready to depart, saying: "I'll call in

again beforo I leave and teU you ail

good by. Good evening."
Melinda glanced reproachfully after

the retreating Zip. There was a sus-

picion of tears ia her eyes, and a little
quiver around her mouth, as she mur-

mured to herself : "Foolish Z'pl He is

going away because he thinks I am go-

ing to marry that hateful Ben Button,
and is jea'otn. But I can't make him

sec, and I won't ask him to stay. I'll
die first. There."

. The truth was that a serious thought
had at last come to Zip. lie was in

love, and lie knew it. He bal looked
at bim-el- f as in a looking-glas- s, and
found out his own worthlcssnoss. Mere
than that, he had cLtermimed to go
away, change his habits of shiftless-ne-- s,

and become a useful man and
citiz n. He would not ask Melinda
for her love until ho had made him-

self worthy of it. If, however, in
the meantime somo other man Ben
Button perhaps stepped ia ahead of

him, why, he would still be tho gainer
by an ambition for higher things
which, ia an indirect way, would bo
a gift from Melinda.

That evening, Ben Button asked
Melinda to become his wife; but she
was in no mood to answer him, then,
for Zip's fooli-- h determination to go
away troubled her in no small degree.
She knew, too, that her mother fa-

vored Ben above any one else, and
that she would be grieved if Ben re-

ceived a curt refusal, so she told him
she weuld have an answer ready for
him when he should call again, and
Ben v. as happy.

D.iy3 passed away. They were days
of hope to Ben, days of doubt and ir
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Lt Low Prices!

VfVibitijj
V UliiLiUVj Farms For Mi

I X

HALIFAX COUNTY !

Tho Best Piace In
RN CAROLINA.

Ail Situated Ia the Divide

B:tweon The

mmU AND TAR RIVER.

HEAIh THE TOWN OF

SCOTLAND NECK,

IN

Th d rmost r--f oral Com-

munity in the State.

AND IN

1 Most mill Seclioa

- East of the Mountains.

FAUM NO. 1.

Four hundred :u-tr-
. two anH one-hal- f

ni'le.-- s from the beautihd town of
Neck. About two hundred a- ics

in e',Fiui"ii. One go. d Dv.ebing
Hou-e- . cue go...T(Fi;i IFei-e- , and other

oat-lea- : Good en-har- and good
Water. Loiatioll ilc-'l'abl- e.

PRICE 64,500.

FA KM NO. 0.

Two hue had .c cl.t y !; aria s.

b.v i :.,(! ore h ill' liiib-- fi m i

T rk One hundred and tv.eaty-ilv- e

tc.ts iii ( ulti vati'iii. Good lw l.ing
! b U'-- : and g- wa't-r-

PRICE $2,730.

FA KM No. :;.

h'.mdie.i acr t v. o no; fi'oni

d Xs ck. Eighty a r - Fitfch
1. !, (b. ,il Dwi-llin- joine i. r ii us a

i. and l v.ai r.

PRICE $2 500.

AL-- O.

) S'or-'-hoU-eS- , l i I! I) .'. e Fi

. in '..: t . of Sou-- n i N k.

...' WHin- - (l.er. -! aie ave are a w t

; i u i tot; i: i .ct:-e- of Co.n. cot- -

: v.!a :t. o.t, peanuts held p- -
,

tat a: T vce t .Fles cf ail K:".'!'5.

'!;!;e' ".) i in the of

S tl. .v'-!-- . Method iht, Unpti.-- t t r.d

,.,,.! aa la Primitive Laptl-ch.- nh

:..::. th loWi i. toetlur with two cf the
o'.l -t ii 'U!a:i- ar-- I

1 female in t; -- tat-, in:. he ih --

the !. i-- -:i .. - ? .;:. i m

Ciroli'i'i. i ite ; ;oi t tf
ih ;.i-n- t f an T iaill :.::d a .r:u::'-j-

c' ry wiT a.on :et-- mu h . t -

of ov.-id:- prop' rty f. t.. -

it v.

At-.- and all the properly ! - rl'.c 1

. v.-- . '
1 eiht for one-foart- h a--

.hi. :; :..'.ch :iine as deslr-.- oa th-- re- -

-- Aiti.y To- -

W. L DUNN,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
.SCOTLAND NECK, N. C.

Pr;:c".irH when-ve- r his services are
retiir. I. feLLMv.

V. H. KtTCHSN,

Attorney and Counselor at Law,

SCOTLAND NECK, N. C,
Comer Main and Tenth

-- ;rt-. i.viv.

T. E. WHITAKER,

Attorney and Counselor at Law,

SCOTLAND NECK, N. C,
T'r; tii ( s . .( rcvc r his .services are
jilii'l i.

( '.; i W. II. Kile' will appear v, ith
I; iii a !i (a V.

UAViD BELL,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
JIN FIELD, X. C.

I'r.icti'- - i:i ;i 1 tin-- Courts of Halifax
a i :t i t ,;r .. unties u;ni in the Sn-pr- -

me : 1 !'eier il Com!-- . Claims n,-- !

('! in all parts of the State.

mm l. rmi
ATTORNEY AT LAW,

II A 1.1 FAX, N. C

( I I Tax a i.l : i linino C'Hi;i- -

ti: s C !
k a : i' j; s n a !e in a ii p :rt s of t he

State. ly.
V.'. II. I say, A. e'. : i.ico; f;:k, K. !:axmm

'A . i ! .a. lb-rid- . r:. - ''! n.

in. ZoIIlGoffer & Ransom,

A "i T O R 11 V d AT v AW,
v, ELDOX, x. c.

ATTORNEY AT LAV,
ENFIELD, X. C,

Fi 'i !':.- s ii t )ie Cou (s of Halifax and.
;, i ! 'i : i !!;' oi nitl ' ies.

All !tiiin.; will reeeive pr anpt atten-- l
:5

THiiiVSS N. HILL,

ATYGilPJEY AT LAW,
HALIFAX, N. C.,

rrae:t4-e- in Halifax atel adjoin 5

on:. t; s, ami the T ; ral atd Sui're.a
Courts. :)-- S Iv.

L xJ ;
j-- ' i L? S. uLrsti,

Attorney and Counselor at Law,

HALIFAX, X. C.
!'.: 'hi rever Lis cs are re-;'i:-

d. Special attention to c..!'cetiou
( !a i e.. I: 1 "j I v.

3 M 5 U h hi 4 '.1

Js 32. LH Vlf I1L.NUL,
DEALER IN

Grain, Mill-Fee-
d, Hay, Clovei

And Grass Seeds,

IMPEOVID FAUM IMPLEMENTS
A SPECIALTY.

(all aad aiiiiie. I: c H;irro.v am
r. e.r.d ( I v: a model

of IV: fe'-- t ion.

SCOTLAND NECK, N. C.
-

I. J. M:iORCJlR,
KH H'.F)ND, VA.,

Lumber Commission Merchant,

'Ee- - jc;-o!!- ' l ami p.'.onipr attentioi
I ' :!'. of Ltmili. r. Shiiiirh...
i.a'a-- , Fi.'. j.i!il-ly- .

TilOs: iu ihVGLI-V- ,

V. ILMiXGTOX, X. C.

Co ii, Moalasaes, Salt,
Genuine German Kainit and Koya Sco-

tia Land PlasteF.
J?-Quotaft:.-

eaS on App.leatlo.i.
febll-ly- .

lis V 'is I iU t .;-!-
. tar . Not naioiu'

t!v .v t r.f :t!V.'::-- pm;;!-'--
; !s u i,i-!- lj

i.:. - T !1 cf He:'; i; t .'an I :oi ai(-- i

ov Cie ? 'pi'.iau t lie v.eik' ia
tn :: ' h.-i- r I'.i iiL.T.t;: ;.; oisO ean nO
t.. s :'. Iter sex. oa:,r or oli; v.o ppeei.d

:.::.' r .;;nl. ('..(. : .1 1 net i: cie !; y.,i ar-- i

t'.i:;. .1 rt- - .. rut tliis our a ad ret-.- rn to'u. aal
--

.(f w !.l ! ye-.-
. S'.iM.u !:ir'ur ( ; re.it v.ihi

ti.'.poi-ou.r.- o :u. th t w:il sta-- t y-- hi
wht.-l- i r.l 1 il- jr ai la iii--r- ia ,

away, tb.ia ;; : ia e..--e ia tiie v. .. ai.
r j. i 1 outat Ires. Ad resj !'iue & Co.. Au.u.ta,

5b.Uie,

HSin ''"'" a:-- 1 tl-- - who realhhsH! S!!'!!!.n-'-!- ! " w,!l tiait v i ; U ;.!'.. 'a;-a- th wi 1

je ' t..k, : a ta li' it., (..,.-'i ue pi' tii-, ii iv l.i ari.i sur-- ' !,.- (.-;- e. .;;;-:-I-

uis .!; titanv b tve la aue ;,a i "e-- r(vi:i..k:n-,- ' several handiTd flellitrs a lae,;;, it u
;:sy !.;.(. (., ra ,k.. j ., t a .l lV;, , ;s ...r.:- -

l V, U'uO Wlilll! t(l WariC. Kll !.IT M'X V;or not ne.- -l M; we 1 u t "van".
'

f v .,'

new. No .1 .'.hiiuv-- le'ivm'-.-a- . ',V.jI'm aer. mii do It a wi-i- us anv one. WrV.'Vi
oaee tor fail r ii t! u! irs, wMl.-- v.--

'"f. Siniaoa & Co.. 1'ortisn.l. Ma'a- -

-'' lv.

l: 1 . : tar ted tue w..l., t j taw:
arc u ..1 .

'J ii-.- l 1 a. r ; o of c ".ch fell f rr.-h-i-

t th-- b.f -- i : th : well ar.il.i--
u it-- a L ": e 1 . v .

1 : ':. a r . i. ie ti'y
to dp; - tl:o :.:.:

A h.i-.- t ;.i 1 1. - '..c.ttoni cf the
wv.; r.a. :. T th c..r of th-- t.b v.

'Oil, B.ii, shcii i.ltve! S.1V0 h-- ! '

cried Mrs. Sp: -- tt.
"1 can't, Mr-- . S :.V.t. Tint reck in

the si To of t.."'..L.l will t.Tl ia di-

rectly," whh.e I B ::.

"Oh, invo le.r, E :.' I'll lower y u

down with the wh.-E.-.-- ; ami h .t you
cut again," plead.- i Mrs. Spratt.

'"Taint no use. Yh .t ro-:- k will turn
b'.e i i ia a still mo.iae 1 Ben.

Jut then Z p. viih hea 1 beat, c nvj
walking towat. i the houe. M:3

S; rutt saw l.im :,n 1 cu'le 1 out to him
excite ily: "Zip! Z;:! c e:r.c ipiic; and
save Me.inJa.''

Z'p heard and did net Esc a moment
in running to tho well.

He took ia the situation at o:c
With all spec 1 pnsw'.ie he unwound tho

rope from the wind I.a s, r.n-- ofter tell-

ing Mrs. Spratt ami Ben to stand r.-a-

to hoi-t- , went d v.m ia the well, hat; !

over hand, on the rpe.
The earth was fall rig, striking

tho bottom with a lmllow ouad, when
Zip with a lusty shout told them to
hoEt away.

Mcliad i was landed nhovo ground &i

lust, bleeding, bruised and uncoubciou-- .

The rope was lowcrel and just
asZ:p's hea l was above ground, the
large rock in tho side of the well and
masses of earth from l arena I crum-
bled ia, and fell with a sound a3 of
thunder to the bott in of the well.

It wa3 a narrow
Melinda was carriel to the house, and

a doctor was scat for. Before he ar-

rived, however, she regained conscious-

ness, and seeing Zip bending over her,
a glad smile lighted up her fair young
face, while she murmured, "Don t go
away, Zip. Don't go away."

Jm-- t then Mrs. Spratt, accompanied
by the doctor, entered the room and ap-

proached tho bed. When the good
mother saw the smile on her daughter's
face, and Z p bending lev above tho

pillow, glad tears came to her cyc3, and
her voice was low and tender.

"You can ki.33 her Zip, if ycu waY t
to,' she said.

Zip did "want to'' and kissel Melin-

da on her smiling lips
Then Mrs. Spratt put her arms around

Zip's neck and kissed him too, and told
him that he must leave the room while
the doctor attended to Melinda's hurts,
which upon examination prove I to lo
mere bruises after ah.

Ben hung around tin hoii-- for a

while, but when he saw that he was
left out in the cold by everybody, even
by Mrs. Spratt, he thought it best to go.

The Name of (Hadsloao. ;

"I saw Mr. Gladstone once at a gar- -

den party, vhero he was lionized to an '

extent that is unknown in America,"
writes Biakely II. 11 in the Xew York
Sun. "Everywhere he went, droves of

peoplo followed him. When he began
a conversation with any one, all the sur- -

rounding crowd stretched forwatd as if
their lives depended upon hearing every
word he uttered. Ia power or out, up ;

or down, successful or unsuccessful,
Gladstone is the one prominent and

majestic figure among his countrymen
to-da- y. To say that he is the foremost
man in England is to put it very mildly.
He is of so much importance that tho
mention of Gladstone's name among a

group of sombre Britons in a railroad

carriage, smoking room, or club in any
part of the kingdom, will set the crowd

m a fashion wonderful to behold.
The name is a flaming menace and a

terror to stupiuity and silence. I havo

often amused myself, when traveling
through England, by fimply uttering
his name and observing the results. It
was enough to set the most taciturn of

fellow travelers in a transport of volu-

bility; and the result was always a long
lecture on political events brought to a

close by violent attacks on tho grand
old man, stigmatizing him as every-

thing that was vile and treacherous, or

else a long eulogy cf the most glowing
and exalte 1 nature."

In the Mexican Congress.
Whole sessions, says W. E. Curtis,

pass away with nothing but-'crm-

business, such as receiving cemmunica-tion- s

from the executives cf tho statca,
or petitions from the people which aro

rarely acted on. Occasionally a bill is

passed lut it passes almost as a matter
of course, some of the memben giving
a delicate little wave of the hand to the

Secretary as he calls their names by

siht, others merely smiling at hi in,
some paying no attention whatever to
him, but none of them taking the trou-

ble to open their mouths or rise, a3 tho
rule3 require. Weeks and months pass
away without a speech cf any kind or
even a point of order.

Would Get over it.
"Tommy," said his penurious uncle,

"how would you feel if I wero to givo
you a nickel? '

"I think," replied Tommy, "that I
would feel a little faint at first."- -

Life.

SASH, BLINDS

DOORS,

AND

utasr Building Materia

FKop

IVIIITIillL'ltST & WX

MANUFACTURERS,

RiOHMONDj VIRGINIA.
1 1 v.

LOTOEH SHELDON:

H0BF01K, VS.,
Di ah r In

WINDOWS, BOOBS.

lilinds, Mouldings, Brackets,
Str.ir RTil3 Newels, Wood

Mantles Slato Min-tle- s,

Building Hard-- v

arc, Tin
Shingles,

PAINTS, OILS,
Window Glass, Cut Giasa,
Ceylond Giass-Varnisbes- , Plas
tcr Paper, Sheeting Paper,
Roofing Paper, Windows, Doors

and Screens.
S 'p.

'. ly.

THt HAXALL CRENSHAW CO
,

- IMALL MILLS,

RICHMOND VIRGINIA.

ll "BYRB-ISLAN- D

Patent Roller Family Flour,
And all other :.Ta--

FLOUR
ALSO-

COM L k HILL FEED
1 7 1 V

ISG7. 1888.
TELEPHONE 385.

M. DAFFROH.
Mannf D : i.-- .:

J?.(( ,,.;
a Gov. i ,. ,r S r' c j' . a.rv !'- -

j. 1;. j; !;, - i ".

F.fr. i.ti, -'- r-t.

RSCHfVIOND, - - VA.

JOHN ROBERTSON'S
SHOE SHOP fi RESTAURANT.

Open at Al! Hours.
Sa'i-;.ic'- i :i d '

Ci.r:.-- r Ninth a:.d Main r. -;

GOTLAND NECK, - - N. C.
! 0-- 1 v

MURIGAL INSTRUMENTS,

PIANOS A!D 0RG4HS.
All a--r itiad- - cf M

le i; all promptly IjiI d.

7 e 1 1 Se ilmd Neck. N (J.

Ulo u.iatUai am! lpfpt. ( ur4
i : . ' a i , t o (

, - ';.. X ' . . ; b
. U..- .. :. .. . . I t .

- aa i t:. ..:
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stH!L I I u i I Kl V.

; . - '. . v :..!:'. ITtb I

:
. , ' . i I . ! r I

'

i i 1 : : ! . . '. o ii - I y ur
. i'.'.- I : 1 a, ; : t v. .1 n

' . 1 t-
- Oil

1 : . , ; , .. v.air
,. ; f 1 ;...-...- be Wk,

. 1 1 '.lid r
... .. ; f. .in., n:-- t..

,.1..;' 1 a . Had ae ,

ad '.! to Alif
I, is. ... t . r ! I .
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! ,, V a ' n ... a . - ! by a "'.iii.
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viiiiLi;s.ii: iiiiraiiSTS,

)FFFK- - IN

Paints, Oils, Dyes, Varnishes.

o ,1 , . I'f..-a;-t!- F.e-at- 1.

No. iHa. rii.ii' St.. iC II If MOM, Va.

MOND

LoSiiL & MM WfirtS.

F ,1 -l I i "

liSlll'E E1IGIIS

BaMe-rs- Hsavv Machinery.

Richmond, - Va

T7 M I' ' ! ! i!
it. T. T T.1 :

Tftsrnrrnn ? CO II

! onissioa an I Proiu Merchants,

Ill - I a. Ml. - Ih- V.i.

. - , j , .a,,; . ? i.- i ' a Gi . ti
"

w ,
.

j ,;. . . K,r, (I'.mn.
'. 'ie- I ' !i ' ofI a r i

: ; .. A - "f
.,,:.!,,. 1:1! f 'V

'3ffles 0'Rourke'

r.1n;b!c TlonumentG,

HEADSTONES, TOMBS,

riLi i:tr., ictc.

All Iviinlrf t

'Mnp won? K?BGlu6 !

ALL ORDERS

PROMPTLY FILL EI ,
- AND -

ive. i 05 aai 167 Hast Cbrch Stn.j.

Norf IU, Virginia.
:,0 ly.

THE RIVALS.

i:y joiin r. sjol.vndeh.

' Now that vj nuderstand each other
let u- - shske h siids auel be fricuda."

"'lhaL's it."
Th'ir hands met in a firm rasp.
They looked iato e;:cU other's faces,

ono with a merry twinkle in his eye anel

a broad smile ever his j a vial featuie;:
the other, vvitii a jrlanco long drawn
oat, grave at el solemn, that seemed to
ca-- a shadow of gloom on everything
about the scene.

''You'd do your best, and Til do my
besT. That's v. hit we've agreed on,
ain't it, Zip Tif.ans?"

' That's it, Ben Button, ard which-
ever of via3, the other shall bear no
ill wi'l? '

"Jtut so, Zip."
"And everything except murder 3hall

be cjunted fair."
"Eh?"
"And murder, too. if ycu are willing

to take the consequences."
"Say, Zip, hold ot; ! '

"So if I should 3 ut you out of my
way riht here,"' continued Zip without
seeming to notice the interruption, and
drawing a small pistol out of his boot-

leg as he spoke, "and it would ncv.rbo
found out on me, why it would bo al

right."
"But, Zip, say "

"Or if I were found out," Zip still
continued, raising the pEtol higher and
higher till it pointed straight for Bens
hreast, "and I were willing to take all
thi risk to get clear, which I think I
am ready to do, why that, too, would
be all right."

"LTello, Ben, where arc you going? '

shouted Zip, as the former turned and
ran down tho roal at whataeemed to be
almost breakneck speed, frequently
casting scared and anxioiu glance3 be-

hind him.

Ben, however, did cot : top to answer,
but kept straight on until he was lost to

sight in a bead in the roal, while Zip,
bonding almott doublo with laughter,
sent peal after peal of merriment ring-

ing out on the balmy evening air.
"O; all the chickens ia Christendom

Bea Button takes the worml'' cried Zip,
a broad grin still on his face, as ho a:so
turned and walked away.

Zip Tifkins, full of life, fun and frol-

ic, had for tho last few weeks Lcen

p'.aying rival to Ben Button in the af-

fections of .Ieliuda Spratt. Ban was

seriously ia love with Melinda ; Mclin-da'- s

young heart was fond of Zip, and

Zip, homeless, careless, fun-lovin- g rover
that he was, had nevei a thought that
reached into the future for aa hour.

Ben and Zip had met ia the road ac-

cidentally. Ben was on his way to the
Spratt homestead to lay further siege to
Melinda' s heart.

For the last few days Ben had had
but one thought, and that was how to

get rid oi Zip as a rival. So, when ho
met Zip, ho pleaded from the fullness
of his heart and in tho most persuasive
language he could command, that Zip
woulel relinquish all claim to McTiuda' s

heart and hand.
Zip, in pure fun, feigned love also,

and with well-asum- cd earnestaoss tried
ia turn to prevail upon Ben to with-
draw from tho race. Neither, however,
would give in. As a last restrt they
finally agreed that each should in a fr.ir,
friendly way, bo permitted to plead his
own cause with Melinda, and lot her
decide.

"With Zip, so far, it was only a good
joke, and as such he had made the mot
of it, as his been seen.

Ben Button with regularity spent two
evenings of tho waek at the Spratt domi-
cile. With Melinda ho made very slow,
if any, progress into favor; with Mrs.

Spratt, however, he won golden opin-
ions and stood ia high grsce.

Since tho compact between Ben and
Zip the latter had visited Melinda but
once, and then she had, ia a very shy
and sweet way, teasingly upbraided him
for having tried to tako the life of her
constant admirer, Bea Button.

"And would it break your heart, Me-

linda, if ho were to die?" asked Zip,

resolution to Melinda, and busy days for
hand and thought with Zip.

The decisive evening came at last,
and Ben was on hand with his usual
clockwork regularity to receive what he

fully expected to be a favorable answer
to his suit

It had been a rainy day, but the sun
had broken through tho clou Is in the
evening, and was sotting bright and

clear, casting its last rays upon Mrs.

Spratt, Melinda and Ben Button, as

they sat on the west gallery of tho
house.

"I declare, Melinda," said Mr3. Spratt
suddenly, "if them welldiggcrs haven't
gono o and forgot to shut the gap ia
the fence around the well."

"And there is Biossie's calf in the
yard now and going straight for the
well. I'll go and hut up tho gap,
mother; you sit still," said Melinda, as
Mrs. Spratt was about to rise.

Melinda ran toward the well, heading
the calf oil at the same time. She was
about to close the gap in the fence,
when her eyes fell upon tho wide open-

ing in the ground. She hesitated a mo-mea- t,

then entered the gap, and ap-

proached the well cautiously. On the
brink, she peered over and looked into
the-dept- below. She was about to
withdraw again; but the ground urd.r
her feet gave way, and with a loud
scream she was hurled to tho bottom of
the well.

Mrs. Spratt and Ben saw what hap-
pened, for their eye3 had fondly follow-
ed Melinda ia her every movement, and
they now rushed to tho scene of the
catastrophe.

Stepping carefully upon some planks
that wero lying r.cross the opening of
the well, they peered into tho abyss be-

low them. There was no sound except
of crumbling earth and pebbles falling
from the sides of the well. Tha earth
was loose from tho rain during the day,
and the break where Malindahad fallen
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