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Fifty Years Ago.

Who could imagine that this should be
The place where, in eighteen ninety-three
That white world-wonder of zrcii and
dome

Bhould shadow the nations, polychrome...
Here at the Fair was the prize conferred
On Ayer’s Pills, by the world preferred.

. Chicago-like, they a record show,
Bince they started—50 years ago.

Ayer’s Cathartic Pills

have, from the time of their
preparation, been a continucus
sucecess with the public. And
that means that Ayer’s Pilla
accomplish what is promised
for them; they cure where
others fail. It was fitting,
therefore, that the world-wide
popularity of these pills should
be recognized by the World’s
Fair medal of 1898 —a fact
which emphasizes the record:

S0 VYears of Cures.

For sale by E.T. Whitehead & Co.
Seotland Neck, N. C.
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. A, C. LIVERMON,

OFricE-(ver the Staton Building.

Office hours from 9 to 1 o’clock; 2 to
1 o'clock, p. m.

SCOTLAND NECK, N. C.

w A. DUNN,
[ ]

ATTORNEY-41-LAW,

Scotrraxp Neck, N. C.

Practices wherever his  rvices are

required.

n.\vm BELL,

Attorney at Law.
ENFIELD, N. C.

Practices in all the Courts of Hali-
fax and adjoining counties and in the
Bupreme and Federal Courts. Claims
collected in all parts of the State.

]]R. W.J. WARD,

Surgeon Dentist,

Exr¥reLp, N, C.

Office over Harrison’s Drus Store.’

ED“'ARD L. TRAVIS,

Attorney and Connselor at Law,
HALIFAX, N. C.
& oney Loaned on Farm Lands.

HOW’ARD ALSTON,

Attorney-at-Law,

LITTLETON, N. C.

Mc. M. FURGERSON.

ATTORNEY-at-LAW,

HALIFAX, N. C.
991y

PA[’L V. MATTHEWS,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW.

" Collection of Claims a epecialty.
12 2 1y ENFIELD, N. C.

BR.
i

C. A. WHITEHEAD,

[[UDSON'S ENGLISH KITGHEN,

187 Main 8t., NORFULK, VA.

Is the Leading Dining Room in the
City for Ladies and Gentiemen. BStrict
Iy & Temperance Place. All meals 35c.
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THE COMMONWEALTH

YOU WILL
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Business.

E. E. HILLIARD, Editor and Proprietor.

“EXCELSIOR” IS OUR MOTTO.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 81.00.
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Series---Vol. 2.

THE EDITOR'S LEISURE HOURS.

Points and Paragraphs of Things
Present, Past and Future.

Great Britian seems to be in danger
of getting into trouble over the prop-
osition to lend China $60,000,000 to
pay off the last instalment of the
Chinese indemnity to Japan. Let us
hope, in the cause of humanity and 1n
the interest of universal peace, that
there wiit be no war in the East.

The President and his Cabinet de
cided recently that this country shall
he reprezented by a warship at Habana.
For the first time since the insurrection
broke out in Cuba some three years
#go has this government a war-
ship at the port of Habana. The
steamehip Maine has been sent there
but it 1s claimed that the sending of
the ship is in no way hostile but done
through courtecnus relations.

There has been some advocacy of
moying the United States Military
Academy from Anpnapolis, Md., to
Newport News, Va., which has led the
the

necessity of a naval training school at

Richmona Dispateh to suggest

Hampton Roads.

There is surmise that peshaps there
may be needed an increase in the navy
and in consideration of this possibility,
the paper referred to thinks that we
A
great naval training school so located
that the men could be trained practi-
cally as well as theoretically, would

ought to have more trained men.

seem an easy soldtion as to how to supply
an increase of our naval forces that
should be intelligent and capable.

It is a fact much to be regretted
that many good people who are pretty
well educated pooriy show it 1n conver-
sation. So many persons get into the
habirof expressing themselves in a
loose, ungrammatical way that you can
with difficulty tell who is educated or
who 1s not.

It 1s inexcusable in persons who
know better to use “bad grammar,” as
it is incorrectly termed. If an expres-
sion or word is incorrect lt:)ught. not
to be called grammar at all. It is just
as easy to speak correvtly as incorrect-
ly, 1f one will be carefnl until the habit
of correct speaking is formed. Many
a tot from 1ts educated
mother to use incorrect words and
phrases which perhaps eling to it until
the young man or young woman of

after years shocks educated people by

learns

careless expressions.

Every age and generation ought {o
be an improvement on former ones,
and it as important to improve in speech
as anything else.

Let there be more care for correct|
language amongst those who konw
what 18 correct.

Negroes give irouble sometimes in
elections by crossing state lines. The
Washington Post recently sard : |

“ Across the boundary line between
Virginia and North Carolina the tobac-

e¢o working negroes pass back and
forth, and thus cause trouble for Rep-
resentative Swanson, of Virginia.

Mr. Swanson has a contested election
case on his hands, and the negroes who
wander in and out of his district are to
blame. Four years ago they were In
North Carolina, giving him 200 or 300
majority. The Democratic House de-
cided that they belonged in North Car-
olina, and allowed Seitle to keep his
seat. Two years ago they were back
in Virginia and Settle loat the district
by the same norrow margin. Swanson
got the certificate, despite the negroes,
but now 1t is claimed that the majority
was really against bhim. It is expected
that the committee will decide that the
negroes reaily belong in North Caro-
lina, and 1f this course is taken, Mr.
Swanson is safe in his seat. Even if
they should be allowed a residence in
Virginia, Mr. Swanson can show that
a large proportion of them did not
comply with the voting law—a num-

ber sufficiently large, it is said, to in-
gure Mr. Swanson’s retention of the
seat if their 1llegal votes are thrown

on ‘.l!‘
——— s

OUuR GRANDMOTRERS' REMEDY.

Cough medicine will not cure con-
sumption, but Dr. David’s Cough 8yrup
will cure the cough which, if neglected,

GREAT THOUGHT.

IT IS THE DBIVE-WHEEL OF
THE WORLD.

MAKES LIFE WORTH LIVING.

Some Rambling Thoughts.

BY “NEMO.”

(Copyrighted by Dawe & Tabor.)

A pimple by no means proclaims
approaching death.
ble ; another day, and it is gone. View-
ed with a microscope it is terrible
enough, but looked at from a fitting
distance it is lost to sight. Often it is
solely a sign of unhealthy skin in one
Thus also with
the startling murders that reach our
knowledge through
“press.” Awful are their details and
enormous seem their tendenciles as

One day it is yisi-

small spot, tkat is all.

a microscopic

they fill out columns of space to the
exclusion from our vision of all those
things that are progressiye and healthy.
Believe me, the powerful poisons in
to be found
in these fierce blotches, unsightly
There
more danger beneath the smooth skin

our National Jife are not

thongh they may seem. 18
of a fa[se civilization, where selfishness
ritles employers, and, in turn, domi-
nates the workers as well ; where men
lose sight of their obligations to one
another ; where purses breed pride and
where, beneath
sanctimonious professions lust rules

noverty breeds envy ;

rampant both within and without the
household ; where boys are not taught
to reverence womanhood, and where
girls are not taught to reverence them-
selves. Surface complaintsshow them-
selves and are treated ; chronic diseases
too often sap the strength until too
late. Against these let us be watchful,
instead of lifting up *“holy” hands in
horror at some wretched yielder to
anger.

=
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A sententious individual when asked
the time-old question, “Islife worth
living?” replied very aptly, “That de-
pends on the liver.” True enough!
whether you have in mind a person o-
an organ of the body.. So mark you,
before we go any lurther, that "in foud
there is both lile and death. The very
elements that strengthen us, and build
our tissues, begin to poison us unless
they are removed from .the body as
soon as their work is done, and in this
labor of removal, the organ mentioned
above does quiet, uncomplaining ser-
vice under great aggravation from some
ot us, unholy eaters of complex dishes.
So far as our bodily life 18 concerned,
the world is nothing but a wvast feed-
ing-erib, whereat we must linger, if we
would live, and whereby we are laying
up painful burdens to ourselves unless
we eat wisely and not too well. But
just as the child is diecontented with
creeping, after it once stands upright,
so the joys of the world of thought
make us sink to a secondary place in the
joys ot the world of foed, and the
“liver’s” estimate of life and its worth
is settled by the thoughts he has. If
he is satisfied with the thoughts of
others and lets them pass through his
brain lke water passes through an
open sluice-way—Ileaving nothing be-
hind except a high-water mark—it is
not astonishing that he finds life
empty. Thought, like food, must be
made to surrender to ns nourishment,
which thereupon becomes part ot our-

selves.
If he takes hold of the tkoughts of

times past,holds on to them as though
thought never moved, swears by the
knowledge he gained years ago, closes
his mind both against the gaining or
giving of new, progressive, helpful
ideas, little wonder that life seems like
the mocke~y of daylight to a blind
man. Thought like food must be con-
stantly added to and never retained
indefinitely without re-acting upon the
world we live in,—or we stagnate in
mind and become sluggish and ulti-
mately useless. ,

Or if he holds himself ready to be
stuffed with opinions quicker than he
can digest them—Ilike some unhappy
turkeys that 1 rememmber 1n my child-
hood as being periodically
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dered view ol the one life to the end of
which he is hastening.

It is thought that makes life worth
living. Many ot my readers will not
be able to agree with me at once, but
later we shall. Right thoughts make
right acts and right acts make life
worth the struggle ot seeing it through.
Very few of us stop to reckon the in-
fluence of thought on the world. Every
improvement of nature, every artificial
change in the surface of the earth, is
the result of thought taking shape in
the brain of one man or generations of
Every political privilege, every
fight for conquest over enemies outside

men.

or within ourselves is the outcome of
thought ; every betterment of men’s
conditions onward from the cave-dwell-
ers to our modern comforts has first
taken form in some man’s mind ; every
straining upward of the race towards
morals or towards God is Thought!
Thonght!! Thought!!!

Great is thought and happy are they
who give it full play. They joy to fol-
low others until =ome pinnacle iz
reached, and then fearlessly they leap
upward yet higher, finding 1 thought
and its materializations
to light ot life 1o ali
sibilitiea.

the bringing
its grandest pos
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A MOTHER'S MEMRIES.

I have no royal store of wealth,
My treasure fills but one emall chest ;
Yet when 1 lift its lingering lid
My soul is then with sweetnessblest ;

For there’s a lock of silky hair
Shining so bright with sunny gleams—
More rich to me than all the gold
That lies in beds of Afric’s streams.

And there I see a single curl

That round my very heart entwines—
More precious than the dazzling gems
That sparkle from the dusky mines.

And all around, the tiny clothes

With colors faint and faded lie;
Yet more to me than Grient stufis
Or richest hues from Syrian dye.

And underneatb the broken toys
Bereft of all their pristine bloom,
But yalued more than curio quaint
From antique shrine or rifled tomb.

For, oh ! these trifles are to me

Far more than any treasure train ;
Through them I waken memory
And have my children back again.

The Sait Habit.

Journal of Hygiene.

The use of salt as a condiment is s0
general and so universally belheved in
as necessary that we rarely hear a word
against its excessive nse, but there are
a multitude of persons who eat far too
much salt—eat it on eyerv thing, on
meat, fish, potatoes, melons, in butter,
on tomatoes, turnips and equash, in
bread and on a host of foeds too num-
erous to mention. To so great an ex-
tent is it used that no food is relished

which has not a salty taste, and this
nides more or less the real taste, which
is often very delicate. Now, the s-
mount of salt required in the system is
comparatively small,and 1f the diet has
been rightly compounded very little 18
pecessary. Some gy so far as to dis-
card its use altogetber, but whether this
is wise or not we will not here consider.
What are some of the evils of the ex-
cessive use of salt? They are to par-
alyze the nerves of taste, or to prevent
them 8o they cannot ebjoy anything
which has not a éa.lt.y flavor, and 1n ad-
dition there is a direct tax on both the
skin and kidneys in removing it Irom
the blood. Whether the ekin is harm-
ed by this tax we do not know. Possibly
it is uot greatly injured, yet we know
that few people possess a healthy skin ;
but it Is now px:etty well settled thatan
excessive use of salt does overtax the
kidneys in its removal, and that the
great number of cases of derangement
and disease of these organs is due to
this use. It takes only a little time
to learn to enjoy many kinds of food
without salt, and we advise our readers
and others tolook into this matter and
to try and diminish the use of this con-
diment so far as possible. We believe
they will be better for it.

A few months ago, Mr. Bryon Every,
of -Woodstock. Mich., was badly afflict-
od with rheumatism. His right leg
was swollen the full length, causing
him great suffering. He was advised
to try Chamberlain’s Pain Balm. The
first b of it he im considera-

bly and ¢t
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THE SOUTH CAN STAND NOW.
No More About Slaves.

Charlotte Observer.

The New England folks used to own
negro slaves. New England 1is too
cold for the negro blood. New Eng-
land sold her slaves to the southern
people, who lived in a climate that the
negro thrived in. Then the New Eng-
land and northern folks said it was
wicked and naughty to own slaves,
anyhow, and that the southern folks
must abolish slavery. The South

much of which she had bought from
the good Puritan people of the far
Northeast. The two sections quarrel-
ed and scrapped, and the South, along

pushed to the ropes, fell down, and
was put to sleep, with no more slaves
and no money in their place.

rabbed down and
got her eyes open and had her bruises

When she was

plastered, the South quit farming with
uegroes and went to making colton
fubriecs with white labor. Now the
New England folks had been dving the
cotton cloth making before and during
the lime that they were raising the
racket fecr The southern

negro slaves raised the raw cotton on

abolition.

white folks’ plantations, it was genl
to New England mills, made into cloth
and shipped back for both the white
folks and the black folks to wear. But
when the South found her negroes free
her houses burned, and her plantations
devastated, she decided to diversify
her long-continued occupation of agri-
culture. She grew cocton at her doors,
she had
wheels, she had a contented Anglo-
Saxon breed of while operatives, so she
dotted her recent battle-grounds with
mills, and went actively and earnestly
into cotton manufacture, and she suc-
ceeded beyond her expectations. She
discovered that she could successfully
compete with the New England folks,
who are tar away from the mills, and

water power to turn mill

have discontented, restless, foreigd im-

migrants or their descendants for la-
borers.

Now, in the course of some thity-
three years, the New England people
find themselyes hard pressed by the
southern cotton-mills. They find that
southern goods undersell their own
goods, of similar grade. They come
down to see us, we show them our
mills, and how we run things, and they

-go back hom_a, say 1t is our long hours

and non-striking working people that
give us the cinch, and forthwith reduce
the wages of their hands 10 per cent.

The scuthern folks have no kick to
make about this. But when a New
England congressman ftries to recure
congressional regulation of our south-
era working hours, we do kick. New
England, led by Massachusetts, is re-
sponsible more than any other secfion
of the north, perhaps, for weaning us
from our peaceful, listless, easy-going
farming life, on our wide-extending,
sun-kissed acres of cotton and corn, and
impelling us to hustle and get a hump
on us, to rance to the music of the
spindle and to double-quick into pros-
perity to the rattle of the shuttle. Let
New Epgland move her mills down
among us. We will welcome her. Bat
she must not intermeddle. The Ashe-
ville Gazette hits it off right when it
says:
Now if some statesman whose patroit-
ism covers this whole country hke a
blanket mortgage, will introduce a bill
in Congress to do away with the “mon-
opoly” of a temperate climate in the
South, which works the disadvantage
of New England, the hope may be enter-
tained of eradicating the discriminat-
ing conditions “that are now cramping
our manufacturing industries.” Con-
gressman Lovering’s bill introduced 1n
the House to place hours of labor under
national regulation, in order to do away
with discriminations 1n favor of the
South, 18 altogether too conservative.
It is merely temporizing with con-
ditions that should be viﬁlenﬂy over-
tbrown. No monopoly should be al-

LET US ALONE, PLEASE. g

kicked against abolishing her property, | 4

about the ninety-ninth 1ound, was|*®
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anyone,
A charges, our new 112 page Special
m%. containing Furniture, Draperies,
A Pictures, Boddin

samples are wanted, i
slamru. There is no reason
Sont. b Then Sou'can b
i ou

the mill. Drop n’nne m,

1 JULIUS HINES & SON,

Baltimore, Md.

Please mention this paper.

NO. 6

SEND YOUR ADVERTISEMENT IN Now,

R.E.L.PITT,

TARBORO, N. C.
BICYCLES OF ALL KINDS ON

HAND.

"

Iver Johnsons,
Pitsburg,

L& Specialty in repairing. Al parts

furnished for any bicvele manufac-
tured.

"LUMBING AND STEAM FITTING
AT LOWkEk>:1 1'1i"CES.
625 1v

AR

00d Seeds

T. W. WOOD & SONS,
SEEDSMEN, - - RICHMOND, VA.

THE LARGEST SEED HOUSE IN THE SOUTH.

and be compelled to rest the othe
eleyen months and 712 hours. The
Constitutin should be so amended that

no cotton factory should be nearer than
1,200 miles from cotton plantation.

Mr. Lovering’s bill is worthy of the
genius of a Kansass Congressman.
His folks forced us into the cotton
manufacturing, for which relief much’
thanks. We are grateful for their
kindness. But they must let us alone

ence by the government. States’ rights
are not all gome. No congress-
ional intermeddling with manufactures,

—
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“ARE WE DOING THE BEST
THAT EVER WE CAN?”

In the trials that come to every one’s
door,

Whether he’s rich or whether he’:
poor,

In the blessings that come through our
Father’s care,

Which help us our burdens and sor-

rows bear,

Whatever our lot, whether child or
man,

Are we doing the best that ever we
can?

Oh ! father as over life’s paths you go,

Whose eyes are on you, do you know?

Why, that boy is watehing whatever
you do;

He knows 1if your life is false or true,

To help that boy become a noble man,

Are you doing the best that eyer you

can?

Oh ! mother, you who Iin life’s mad

whirl,

Such influence hath o’er your boy and

girl,

Whose eyery word after many a year,

May come back to that child as a
memory dear,

When the girl's a woman, the boy a

man—

Are you doing the best that ever you
can?

And children, you who in the future
must take

Your place in lile’s struggle and he!p
to make

The world purer and better or deeper
in ®n,

Which side will you help a vieiory
win?

To grow up to be a pure woman Or
man—

Are you doing the best that ever you
can?

And, when at last holding our Father’s

and

We cl'Oll:S o'er the river at His com-

mand,

And receive from our Saviour the
plandit, “Well done.” )
The goiden harp the crown just
& Wull, ‘Dd
Then we'll know that for us, poor fal-
len man,
Jesus Chri=t is doing the best He ean.

—ollie Roberson Wiltshire.

BUCKLEN’S ARNICA SALVE.

The best saive in r}m world for Cuts
Bruises, Sores, Ulcers, Salt Rheum,
Fever Sores, Tetter, Chapped Hands,
Chilblains, Corns, and all Skin Erup-

tions, and Files, no
Db ammatond 1o |

rea s R L

pay nq R to give

- e ke

:,’ " ._w:-‘:‘- g

hencetorth. No paternalistic interfer-|
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THE PENNT IN CHURCE COL-
LECTIONS.

Such an Offering, Except From [The
Poor, 15 an Insult to God
and His Church.

“The important part which the penny
plays in the average church offering is
known to every one who has ever been
interested in church finances,” writes
Edward W. Bok in the February Ladies
Home Journal. *“And that it is a part
entirely out of proportion to the necessie
ties,is felt and realized by many a church
treasurer. Scores of jeople who could
afford to drop a nickel ora dime 1nto
the church offering, content themselves
by giving a penny. The feeling is
either that the smallest offering ‘will
d0,’ or the matter of church finances 18
not given any thought. There is a
failure to realize that a church is the
same as any other business institution,
and it must have money for its main-
tenance.

“There 18 such a thing as too
literal an Interpretativn of the phrase
that ‘rehigion is fice.” Of course, 1t is
free, and let us hope that 1t will always
be so in this country. But to make
religon free costs money—and this isn’t
an Irish bull, either. There are those
to whom more than ‘the widow’s mite’
given to the church would mean doing
without some absolute necessity of life.
The penny of such a one 1s the wmost
welcome gift to any church, the most
noble offering which any one can
make. But from those who can give
more than a penny, and who are giv-
ing only the penny, such an offering
18 an 1nsult to God and to His church,
and thesooner people see the matter
in this bard,true hght the better. I am
almost tempted to say that the great
majority of churches could, with per-
fect justice, rule out the penny from
their offerings. Were this done the
i nickle would be the prevailing offering,
and-to how few persons, when one stops
to consider the question, would such
'an offering be a bhardship or an 1m-
| possibility? A yearly offering of two
{dollnrs and sixty cents, calculating that

one attended church onceeach Sunday,
or twice, with one offering of five cents,
would galvanize the church finances of
this country.”
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Aver’s Cherry Pectoral is known by
ita works. Tha experience of halla
century proves that no other prepara-
tion of the kind stops coughing and
allays irrtation of the throat and bron-
chial tubes so promptly and effectually
as this. For sale by E.T. Whitehead
& Co.

Unlike most proprietary medicines,
the formulae of Dr. J. C, Ayer’s Sarsa-
parilla and other preparations are
cheerfully sent toany pbysician wbo
apphes for them. Hence the special
favor accorded these well-known

endard remedies by the World's Faie




