i H P
SRS S S

VOh t=NO 28, e 0 (Y
:L, 3 syl # - " ¥y -. ‘

.29201":';1;%3«133*@

T e m—— - -
T —— . S i . T 3

e ; e .‘.I- , } 2 . . - E l- 4 ; -3 L
» - . i T L s 1 . Tt Rt : et z T < T —
P Sk ot BINTT state gomtzam of Tennessee till | trie c&bﬂnﬂm - line, to fire into Cp. Di *m-'“oﬁnhﬂmtwwm seriti the el ek W
SEC 7 55 f ﬂiON the condigiona gfovasaid ied with ; ﬁls men to obey orders. m-uﬂm Powmm#mmwmmy s IWNSI’RUGHON. Y
e fhu sty BVt ada b 4 {.ill.t.hnt e B wﬁrﬁmm%, with no better effect. '~ | wh fCo‘ll . 10 the committee on the Dis- £y ! : .
. vr m & [ T 10 repe n, shall be su = w. A4 _‘q { ; ' 55 Hiuig, o um i‘. ; B - = | £ I adr- of Gids- aivs - L
i, 1% O, S a 3?:' o 4 Y 221 ‘1umm§bywﬂ‘£d st volley. '_"Liﬂ%“r‘"'m:ﬂ flson introduced a resolation calling upon | X € Status of the Southern States-
= kS A e . i O mm |leaving Co. D’ >'ml., the men fired five or six | the sec wyofl,wﬂvfg:)m 9 @y «l rtid W i S
EI:ATM"NEWS 303ttt e Do 30 |OSRBSE A o0 2t (b . Nl generaly OPFICIAL COER
T“ : "YY A9 | The funeral of the late ex-governor Corwin A.Qi dlzyon{}:? know the men that fired the shots? | of volunteers now m_trpe service, where stationed, . .

. Beie -
rarkiie BN v

Debate on the Speeial Message.

ALL .f’ROPI fONAL Gom&oxs TO ;BE

. BT EE '. Ibw x :'-.F.

AN IMPORTANT RECONSTRUC-
TRON “BILLa e

Ty b ]

T levoan el | QOFFEE—dull; sales of 2,500 bags Rio on private |
It is very Stringent in Its)“Fua epomms ot i .
g bl aptiee ; : " .
Provisions. EREsES i‘gé?é'“'.??a :g; or refined.
&co' &c., &e. GOLD--146 5-3.

: [} Wasmrserow, Dee. {9-

There is much comment and speculatioh on
the brief and spicy debate in "the sépate to-day |.
on the reeeption of the special message of the
president, accompanied . by.reports from - Lieut.-
Gen. Grant and ex-Major-General Carl Schurg,
on the condition of affairs in the south, In, re-
gard to Senator Sumner's remarks (upon calling
for the reading of General Schurz’s report) that

took place this afternoon. Among
bearers were Chief Justice Chase,
General Grant, Hon. Wm. H.*
Johnson, Thaddets Stevens; snd other prominent
and distinguished indi
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the message was like the white-washing done by
Franklin' Pierce with regard to the atrocities in
Kausas, Senator Johnson expressed his aston-

ishment at such words from the senator from |appear below in the speeification, for mutiny at
«camp Hilten, last SBeptember, was held to-day, |

Massachusetts. He declared that there was no |
white-washing about it, for it was a fair and
clear statement of the facts called for by the sen-

ate. In reply, Mr. Doolittle hoped that the sen-

lify his remarks about the president's message
being & white-washing document. Mr. Sumner |
said : 1 have nothing to modify, nothing to
qualify, nothing to retract.”

suffer under illegal power, now there are éleven
Kausases suffering as only one suffered. , There-
fore, sir, as eleven are more than one, 80 is the

enormity of the days of Franklin Pierce.

Mr. Dixon thought the sufferings of Kansas or
the southern states had nothing te do with the
grave charge made by Senator Bufiner against |
the president. He (Mr., D) suppotied the presi-’

but because it was right,

to print the papers.

The bill regulating commerce between the sev-
eral states, which was rushed througe thée house
to-day under the operations of the previous ques-
tion, was opposed earuestly by representatives

Jno. L. Thomas, of Maryland, and A, J. Rogers, | being duly sworn, testified as follows :

of New Jersey. Both of these gentlemen insisted

that the interests which their respective states | name, rank, and official designation? 'A. Philip
had in this measure should be heard in the house. | Windman, Mdjor 37th U. 8. C. T.

The bill, however, passed without debate or
amendment.
will be the prevention of a per capita tax being
levied by any railroad or corporation in any state
on the passengers or travel of any other state,
should it hecome a law.

It is given out from an excellent quarter that
in all of the southern states where regular gov-
ernors have been elected, the provisional govern-
orgs will be immediately withdrawn, and their
successors duly inaugurated, as in the case of
Alabama.

To an oxperienced observer-the appeararice of
things on the republitan side indicates what Jack
Falstaff denominated a state of general ** dissolu-
tion and thaw,” looking to & diyision on the main
question, unless the radicals abate their haughty
pretentidns, p
. Mr. Raymond took notes to reply to old Thad’s
speech, the views of which have over and over
been voted down in the house when presented in
the form of resolutions, during the war. Old
Thad looks the master more than ever, and is
constantly run to by his adherents., Mr. Ray-
mond is very closely observant, and appears to
be very determined. He is much consulted.—
Mr. Washburue, of Illingis, does not appear to be
in the leading strings of Mr. Stevens. One of
the joint committee in the case of the southern
states, who was radical last session, is decidedly
conservative naw. ,

The Republican breaks ground this evening
against General Grant. It has also, by ndirec-
tion-in the nature of speeial pleading, doneso to
the administration. - k. )

The postmaster general will cause the remains
of Mr, Corwin:to, be transmitted directly to Ohio,
accompanied by some of his old intimate person-
al friends. The Ohio delegation, with other con-
gressmen, and othiers who were friends of the de-
ceased, had a meeting to-day at the capitol con-
cerning the subject of his demise, and funeral
speeches were made by Chief Justice Chase, Sen-
ator Sherman, Davis, of Kentucky, Schenck, Sec-
retary BSeward, and Johnson, of Maryland. A
committee was appointed to make arrangements
for the funeral. 7% "

RBOONSTRUCTION. e %y

The bill introduced into the house by Mr. Ash-
lev. of Ohio, to reconstruct the southern states,
is Tore stringent Tn its provisiens than dny for a
similar ebjeet heretofore ﬂe ted.: At provides,
among othér things, for the appointment of pro-
visional governors, with marshals and district at-
torneys, for the temporary discharge of civil du-
lies. !

The inhabitants of each state, irrespective of*
race or color, are to: be enrolled, and if a ma-

jority take the oath to support the constitution
of the United States, the governor shall, by pro-
clamation, invite the loyal people to- elect dele-
« gates to a convention to re-establish a state gov-
ernment. :

The delegates are required to take and sub-
seribe the oath of allegiance, and no person can
thus serve or vote who has held or exercised any
civil or military office under the rebel usurpa-
tion, or voluntarily borne arms against the United
States. - Both the cath to support the constitu-
tion of the United SBtates and the oath of allegi-
ance are to be administered to voters.

The  constitution formed must be republican,
and not repugnant to the constitution of the-
United States and the declaration of independ-
ence; and it must provide that involuntary servi-
tude is forever prqhibited ;. that no confederate
state or municipal debt shall ever be recognized
or paid ; that perfect toleration of religion® shall

be secured, and that no inhabitant shall ever be |

molested in person ‘or property on account of his’
or her mode of religious worship, and that no
person shall enter upon any office within the gift
of the people until he shall have first taken the
oath to support the constitution of the United
States, and an oath to maintain the perpetual
union of the states; This covenant is 1o be per-
petual. . i ry

If the constitution shall come up to these and
other requirements, ) a.copy shall be sent to the
president of the United States.” who, after ob-
taining the consent of cungress,

‘before the general court martial now in session
‘here. ' Beveral witnesdes were called, but the whole
ator from Massachusetts would withdraw or qua- | tegtimony -given is -entirely too voluminous for
publication here, and we shall merely therefore
present to our readers the facts elicited on the
examibation of Maj. Philip Windman, who was
In former days there was but one Kansas to |in command of the regiment at the time that the
mautiny occurred. The statements of Maj. Wind-
uan, &5 & general thing, cover the whole ground
enormity of the present time more than the |of the testimony elicited from the other witnesses.
We quote frem the trial as follows :—

uel Alderman, James Fisher, George Smallwood,
dent’s policy, not because it was the president’s, | Anthan Eagles, Thomas Gorse, privates Co. D.
Senator Sumner, How- | 37th U. 8: C. T., did leave the ranks of their com- | P,
ever, explained that he did not mean to question | pany and take part in a mutiny, resulting in the
the truth of the president, his remark applying | shooting to death of 1st Lt. James M. Mellon, Co.
more to the Schurz document, it was understood. | G: 87th U. 8. C. T: "This at camp Hilton, N. C,,
The debate ended by the adoption of the metion | on the 23d day of September, 18656.

pleaded as follows :

The effect of the bill, g is said, | know their countenances.

LOCAL INTELLICENCE.

Comrt Martial,

The trial of six colored soldiers, whose names

TEHARGE—MUTINY.
Specification : In this-that Manuel Davis, Sam-

" To which charge and specification the accused
To specification. Not guilty.

To charge. Not Guilty.

Maj. Windman, a witness for the “presecution,

Question by Judge Advocate—What is your

Q. Do you know the prisoners? A. Yessir, I
Q. Where were you on the 23d September
last? A. At campt Hilton, near Wilmington.

Q. What duty were you performing ?
manding 37th U. B. C. T.

Q. Please state to the court all you know of a
mutiny that occurred in the camp of the 87th U.
8..C. T., on the afternoon ef the 82d: September
last? A. On the aftornoon of the 28d Beptem-
ber, 1865, an enlisted man of Co. D. discharged
his gun in- the company’s streets, which being
against orders, myself and the officer gof the day,
Lieut. James Mellon proceeded to, the spot for
the purpose of arresting the offender. After
sending to the quarters of the company we found
the gan which had just been discharged in one
of the tents. The men outside, about half do-
zen at the time, refused to give any informatjon
on the mnatter. I then ordered the whole -
pany in line, and the man whose gun I had found
tostep to the front, but with no result. I then gave
the command to the company to present arms,
and ordered them to remain in that porition
until further prders. I then went to my quar-
ters and was shortly recalied by Lieut Mellon,
who informed me that the company had broken
ranks.~ Iproceeded to the company’s street and
ordered the men once more to fall in ranks, but
instead of obeying my orders they loaded their
guns, and one man replied, “if we have to die,
we might as well die now.” After this I ordered
Co. A. to load their pieces, and took command
of them myself, and marched them to the spot
for the purpose of arresting the mutineers. Af-
ter chasing private Ben. MecLeod of Co. E. back
to Co. D., I met the men of Co. D., and on see-
ing me they brought up their guns and fired a
volley at ‘me and Lieut, Mellon, killing the lat-
ter, and an enlisted man of Co. A. -

Q. What was the name of the man who said
that if he bad to die he might as well die at once?
A. I cannot give his name; he is not among the
prisoners on trial. 1
Q. Do yourecognize any of the prisoners on tria
as being any of the mutineers? A. I recognize
Samuel Alderman as being one of them.

Q. Do you recognize gy of the prisoners as
the ones that fired the volley 2 A. 1 de not.

Q. What company do the prisoners belong to?
' A. Company D.

Q. How many men were in company D when
they fell into line? A. T counted thirteen.

Q. Are the ners present any of those wh
fell into line? | Yes, sir, :

Q. Do you recognize all of the prisoners -
sent asEmong those that Tell'in 7" A. T do, éx-
cept six sick men thas took no part in the mu-
tiny." " : bl .

Q. Were there any others who participated in
the mutiny; from other companies; except Ben.
McLeod 1 A. I did nat seeany: other.

Q. At What time in' the day did this occur?
A. Between four and five o'clock in the evening.

Q. Did the prisoners remain in camp; that
night? I do not know; they were all present at
evening roll call at nine o’clock.

Question' by the Court—Are you sure that the
prisoners were with the party that fired on you
and Lieutenant Mellon 7 A. I cannot say that
‘they all were. :

Question by Judge Advocate—Do you recog-
nize either of them as being among the party
that fired on you? .A. I do not; it has been too
long since it took place.

Question by Court—How many shots were fired
in the first volley, when Lt. Mellon was killed ?
A. About six or eight. :

Q. Look at the prisoners and ‘see if you can
recognize any one as having done any particular
act of mutiny. A. Except breaking ranks, I do
pnot recognize any one present. .

Question by Judge Advocate—Do you recog-
nize the prisoners as bei
loaded their pieces ?. A. T would recognize one,
bat he  is not present. 2 3

Question by Court—Did all the men-that were
in line take part in the six sick

exce pt the
men ¥ AL ltbmlolﬂ;mu the ' affair

shall by
mation recognize the government as uum
This act is not 1o operate as a recognition of a

tiéalacdy bengfit the differen

A. Com- |.

the party that |

Question by (ourt—Are yon sure the men who
ﬂr:)dblildmba ’toeo.‘h'? :zhl aml,” A, "0

. Did the men .who were participate at
tiy 1 A Thaj,%,mmm
m, but three or four of -them fell

Q. Do you know when t.hmmm!em arrest-
ed? A. They were'arrésted next morning.
Q. Did the sick men have guns? - No sir:-sbme-

of them were ‘able to/stand from the ef-
fects of fever., - oot i :
Question by tho..;ﬁonrt.——The one mian that

you could recognize; but -who. is not here, and
the six sick men who took no part.in. the firing,
were they all the men who fell -into ' line? A,
They were all the men in ecamp -ot_;-‘aompnny D,
and all that fell imto line. = ¥
Question by J ‘Advocate—Did you prefer
the charges in-this case? A. T did." .
chg: Do you ug;:;lqc; of having preferred. the
ﬂrﬂw it the men named in the specifica-
tion? A, Ido. | y ety :
Q. Do you redoliect that the men named in
ihe specification | took an active part in the
mutiny? A. I da.
Question by Court—Did you get the names of
the men who feél} into line in company D? A. I
did not get the names at that time, but Had the
whole of company D marched down to my quar-
ters next morning,and then got the names.
Question by J -Adyocat>—The men whose
names . you got neXxt morning as having partici-
g:t_eﬁ'in the mutiny did you recognize them as
ing the same ones that fell into line? A. Ire-
cognized them all, | ! .

Q. Did _ygqyd:om; anys«iof the men next
morning who were drawn up in front of your
quarteis as being - men that'fired the volley
when Lieutenant Mellon was killed? A. I did
not. AT v _
Questions by accused—None.

‘ - <
A New PosTAL ARRANGEMENT.—A money
order office, in connection with the post office
here now, will be established at this place on the
first of the ensuing month and year. This new
office, although comparatively an old institution
among the northern !states, is a new thing in the
south, and, therefore, but little understood by
the people. The object is to afford greater post-
al facilities for the fransmission of small Sums
of money by mail, and while a new source of re-
venue i3 added to the department, funds can be

transmitted at a very cheap commission, the
rates never exceeding, in any instance, one per
cents, which, at the hefore-the-war valuation of
specie, was the average price of exchange at this
lace on New York. This arrangement will par-
t newspapers through-
out the country, as small sums of money for ad-
vertising, &c., can be transmitted from one party
to anothey with bat a trifling expense, and in the
most perfect secutitv.| The madus operandiis this:
the party wishing tu {ciui can, upon application
to the proper officer at the post office, purchase
an order upon another office at the point to which
the remittance is to be gsent. This order can then
be sent by mail, and the party in-whose favor it
is drawn can get it cashed athis own post office,
without additional expense. It will require some
time, however, for the perfection of this new ar-
rangement in the south, as the postal facilities at
this time are far from being complete. For the
present it is propesed to establish but two of
these money order offices in the state, and these
two will be at Wilmington and at Newbern. The
following are the rates of commission charged
for these money orders:

Anp order not exceeding $10-.......c.vvannnn 10e¢.
Over 810 and not exceeding $20.............15¢.
Over $20 and up to $80- +« - oo veviinen e, 20c.

No single order issued for less than ome dollar,
or for‘more than thirty dollars. Parties desiring
to remit larger sums must obtain additional
money orders. National currency will be the
only kind of funds received or paid.

Erecrion.—At_a meeting of Co. A., tempora-
ry force, held yeserday at the court bouse, the
following names were proposed by 1st Lt. J H_
Hill, commanding the company, and elected by
acclamation to the non-commissioned offices of
the company: James W. Lippitt 1st Sergt., W,
H. Northrop 2d do.; C. D. Myers 3d do.; E. B.
Dudley 4th do.; J. J. Whitehead 1st Corporal,

A. D. Lippitt 2d do.; F. G. Robinson 8rd do.
D. Pigott 4th do.

-
Tug Crosixg NigaT.—To-night will be the
last and closing night of the Festival at City Hall,
and we would recommend those who have not
yet called upon the ladies engaged there, to do
so this evening. The fair will close by selling at
anction, the remaining portions of the stoek on
hand, and those who are so fortunate as to have
little stockings awaiting their filling on Christmas
Eve x?ht, bad betier attend, as we believe that
gift articles, toys, &c., can be bought there very
cheaply to-night, - . , - :
M1ss Ipa Verxox.—This talented tragedienne
left Wilmington Wednesday evening . last, for
Petersburg, to fulfill an engagement of two weeks
at the Theatre in that city. She has emr best
wishes, and we doubt not, those of the communi-
ty also, for a full and complete success.
UxciLLEDp ror MEssiscrs.—The following Lel-
egrams remain in the telegraph office at this
place uncalled for :
8, W. Vick, W. R. Howle, John Hardy, Mr.
Leeds, Andrew G. Rosa.

>
Lost.—A lady Jlost last night, between the
porthern portion of the town and the City Hall,
a gold chain and walch attached. The locket
has two miniatures within it, one of a gentle-
man and one of a young boy. Itis peculiarly
valued on account of associations connected with
it, and a liberal reward will be paid the finder,
if left at the office, or with Rev. W. M. Young,
pastor First Baptist Church.

-~ 'BY MAIL.
THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS.

SENATE.
TorepAy, Dec. 1%

bow employed, &c. Adopted.
SMr. Lane, from the

among
for the loss of both feel.. Passed.

| amendment ‘as adapted and the resolution
assed &

{gressional district of Maryland, was fried before

i

Mr. Wilson offered a resolution calling upon
the secretary of war for a detailed statement of
the numerical strength of the regular army—the
pumber of officers and men, where s.ationed, and

committee on pensions, re-
ported a bill to amend a bill of last session so as
to include those ‘who "have ‘served in the navy

those entitled to $20 per month pension

‘Mr. Anthony, from the committee on printing,

how emlplggl’,! etc :
the”%&»‘nfnfnenﬁ of congress from Wednesday.
next to the 9th of mery, and n:&vr% Bt:i) amend
by rting Thursday instead of nesday,
nm‘im&i‘%f Jl'#;ai'y Yostead of. the 9th. The

Mr. Trambull gave notice of a bill to enlarge
the power of the freedmen’s ‘bureaun, so as to se-
cure freedom to all' persens within the United
States, and p-otect every individual in the'full
enjoyment of the rights "of peron and property
and furnish him the means of his ¥indication.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATINEL.

Mr. Farnsworth offered a preamble, that—
Whereas, In the month of May last, Benjamin
G. ngris, 2 representative. from the fifth con-

a very respectable and intelligent court mattial,
and convicted on the eharge and specification, (o
wit: a violation of the. fifty-fifth article of war,
to wit: with giving aid and comfort to the public
enemy and inciting them to continue the war
against the United States, deelaring sympathy
with the enemy and oppesition te the govern-
ment of the United States in its efforts to sup-
press the rebellion; all of which is inconsistent
with the oath taken as a member of this house ;
and whereas, it was proved &t such trial that said
Harris expressed his regret that the assassination
of President Lincoln came too late to be of any
use to the rebels, and at the same time declared
that Jefferson Davis was a great and good man ;
and whereas, the said court sentenced said Harris,
among other things, to be forever disqualified
from hereafter holding any office of homor, trust
or prpfit under the United States; and whereas,
such sentence was approved by the president of
the United States; therefore,

Resolaed, That the commitiee of elections be in-
structed to inquire into the facts of the case, and
report the same to the house, together with such
action as they may recommend; and to aid such
investigation they have power to send for perseons
and papers.

The resolution was passed—yeas 127, nays 21.
Mr. Washburne, of Illinois, from the committee
on commerce, reported a bill declaring every rail-
road worked by steam shall have the right to
carry passengers, mails, freight, and government
supplies from one state to another and receive
compensation therefor.

Mr. O'Neil, of Pennsylvania, wanted the bill
referred to the committée on the judiciary, as it
involved important legal{uestions, but after some
debate the bill was passed. ’

Mr. Washburne, of Illinois, reported an amend-
ment to Phe rules, providing for a new commit-
tee, namely : On mines and mining.

A message was received from the senate, an-
nouncing the passage of the house resolution,
with an amendment, s to adjourn over from
Thursday next to the third of January.

The house non-concurred in the amendment,
and asked a committee of conference.

Mr. Wilson, from the committee on the judicia-
ry, reported back the bill proposing an amend-
ment to prohibit the payment of the rebel debt.
Mr. Rogers opposed so much of the bill as pro-
hibited any state from paying debts, but agreed
to that part which prohibited the United States
from paying the rebel debt.

The amendment resolution was passed—149
yeas to 11 nays.

BY TELEGRAPH.

CONGRESS.

A Bill Calling for Information
in Regard to Jeff’ Davis.

SENATE CNMMITTEE ON RE-
CONSTRUCTION.

A NEGRU PROTEST AGAINST

THE ADMISSION OF THE
TENNESSEE MEMBERS.

A Petition Asking for Snfifrage
for the Colored Citizens of the
District of Celumbia.

AN I PORTANT RESOLUTION
TOUCHING THE CONDI-
TION OF AFFAIRS
IN MEXICO.

THE CONSERVATIVES V8. THE RADICALS,
&e., &e., &e.,

Wasuiverow, Dec. 21,
In the senate Mr. Howard introduced a resolu-
tion calling on the president to inform the senate
upon what charges Jefferson Davis is confined
and why he is not brought to trial. :
The following senate committee on reconstruc-
tion has been annonnced: Fessenden, Grimes
Harris, Howard, Johnson and Williams.
Mr. Sumner presented & Ppetition from colored
citizens of Tennessee, protesting against the re-
ception of the Tennessee delegation until the re-
cognition of the rights of the colored people of
that state. Also a petition from white citizens of
the District of Columbia asking an extension of
the right of suffrage to the eolored citizens.
In the house Mr. Hubbard of Connecticut of-
fered a resolution asserting that the United States
should never recognize any government imposed
on any nation on this continent by the arms of
any European power. Referred to the commit-
tee on foreign relations.
Mr. Fincke of Ohio made a speech against the
radicals, denying the theory of Mr. Stevens, that
the southern states were conquered territory. He
conhamned any scheme looking to an interference
with the right of suffrage, which should be en-
joyed by the south. ‘
Mr. Raymond also /took issue with Mr, Ste-
vens, denying that the south was to be consider-
ed as having been a belligerent power, He de-
clqug himself opposed to confiscation acts,
which he said were not only oppressive but un-

mybetwepqthetwomﬁom.

lon fell, I left Co. D, and went

s ook | TP e e el G i Y
place ; T eannot onle particular. navy vegister for the use o 6
ﬂrgsa.t@.whatm done after the velley was| Mr, Grimes, moved to amend, by striking oul
that kifled Lt. Mellon? A, After Lt. Mel- | 3,000 and inserting 1,500. Amendment adepted
up to Co. H, and | and resolution passed.

q.lled,upw selution for |

or assumed in her name or bebalf, in aid of the

debt, as they were all guilty of incwrring it; and

| United States.

christian, and " was disposed {0 do everything
that a patriot should do to restore peace and har-

The secretary of state has addressed a similar

ExecuTiveE DEPARTMENT,

To His Ezcellency Governor
My Dear 8ir: I received, two weeks since, a
telegram from the Hon. W. H, SBeward, Secretary
of state, in Treldtion to the repudiation of our
war debl, in the following words: “Upon re-
flection, South Carolina would not care to come
again into the councils of the Union encumbered
and charged with debts and obligations which
had been assumed in her name in a vain attempt
to subvert it. The president trusts she will lose
no time inimaking an effective organic declara-
tion, disavowing all debts and obligations made

rebellion. The president awaits further events
in South Carolina with deep interest.”

In reply to this dispatch, I stated that it was
impracticable now to make any such organic de-
claration, as our state convention had been dis-
solved, by my advice, after having done all that
the president had requested to be done, and that
I was opposed to keeping a revolutionary body,
like that of the convention, in existence longer
than absolute necessity required it.

I further stated that our war debt was a very
small one, and could not be separated from the
ordinary expenses of the state; that South Car-
olina had been refunded by the Confederate States
a large portion of her expenditures on account of
the war, and that no one in this state had any
right to complain of being taxed to pay this

stated, moreover, that the estates of widows and
orphans had been invested in this debt, as the
safest investment which could be made for them, |
and that it would now be great injustice to this
innocent and helpless class to disavow the debt.
Yesterday I had the honor of receiving the fol-
lowiug communication from Mr. Seward through
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

the mail:
WasmiseToN, Nov. 30, 1865. }
To His Excellency B."F. Pérry, Provisional Governor
of the State of South Carolina :
Sir : I bave the honor to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your telegram of the 27th. inst., inform-
ing me that as the convention had been dis-
solved it was impossible to adopt the president’s
suggesiion to repudiate the insurgent debt, and
to inform you that while the objections which
you urge to the adoption of that proceeding are
of a serious nature, the president cannot refrain
from awaiting with interest an official expres-
sion upon that subject from the legislature.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant.
WM. H. SEWARD.
You will please lay this communication before
the legislature for their action in reference to the
official expression which the president is await-
ing with interest.
Your excellency’s most obedient servant,
B. F. PERRY, R
Provisional Governor of South Carolina.

ALABAMA—THE STATE TURNED OVER TO THE
BTATE AUTHORITIES,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, }
WasaiNGgTON, Dec. 18.

To His Ezxcellency Lewis E. Parsons, Provisional

Governor of the State of Alabama, Montghmery,

Alabama,

Sir : The time has arrived when, in the judg-

ment of the president of the United States, the

care and conduct of the proper affairs of the

of Alabama may be committed to the con-

5[8%8
stithted authorities chosen by the people there-
of, without danger to the peace and safety of the

By direction of the president, therefore, you
are relieved from the trust which was heretofore’
reposed in you as provisional governor of tha
state of Alabama. Whenever the governor elect
shall have accepted and becomes qualified to the
discharge of the duties of the executive office,
you will transfer the papers and property of the
state now in your custody to his excellency the
governor elect. It gives me especial pleasure to
convey to you the president’s acknowledgment
of the fidelity, the loyally and the discretion
which have marked your administration.

You will please give me a reply signifying the
day on which the communication is received.

I have the honor to be your excellency's most

obedient servant,
W. H. SEWARD.

MR, SEWARD TO THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA.
DEPARTMENT ON STATE,

WasaingToN. D. C., Dec. 18, 1865, }
Sir—By direction of the president, I have the
honor herewith to transmit to you a copy of a
communieation which has been addressed to his
excellency, Lewis E. Parsons, late provisional
governor of Alabama, whereby he has been re-
lieved of the trust heretofore reposed in him, and

sion the papers and property relating to those
trusts,
I have the honor to fender you the co-opera-
tion of the government of the United States,
whenever it may be found necessary, in effecting
the early restoration and the permanent pros-
perity of the state over which you have been
called to preside.
I have the honor to be, with greai respect,
your most obedient servant,
WM. H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

THE RADICAL PROGRAMME.

NO ADMISSION OF SOUTHERN STATES
WITHOUT ELECTIONS ON THE BASIS
OF POPULATION.,

MR. RAYMOND TO REPLY.

Secretary MeCulloeh’s Contrae-
tion Policy Endorsed.

&c.. &e., &c.
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WasmINeTON, Dec, 18.
The radical ball opened in the house of repre-
sentatives this afternoon, in committee of the
whole, on the usual reference of the president’s
message fo the standing commiitees. Mr. Thad-
deus Stevens, in a speeeh of nearly an hour's
daration, laid down the most ultra programme,
even out-Heroding his famous Lancaster speech
made in SBeptember. ' He .was [listened to with
marked attention by the crowded galleries and
the members of the honse, the latter crowding
around the speaker, while a goodly proportion
of the senators were also present. :
Mr. Stevens read his carefully prepared manu-

tion that the states lately at war with the

states or conquersed | after

argument that
were

preme court and international law, the

than

southern state legis!
as illegal and delusive,

motion

directed to deliver into your excellency’s posses- |

script. He started oat with the broad declara-

ov-
ernment were not in the union, and that if they

were admitted again they must come in as new |

through temtmnlmnd?l;zn. He elaborated the
the so-called confederate states |

and that during the war, ac- |p
cording to the decisions of the United States su-

tive parties “stood in the same relation’ to each
other as if they were separate nations.” Having

states should then repudiate 3 ﬂ S Wb
lately forced upon’ them;' i#“would be right and

jll!ﬁ- » ;

He proceeded to assume that ghould
control the freedmen, for if left to-.take care of
hemselves their present condition would be worse
bonﬁ or the horrers of Andersonville.
He made light of the ratification of the constitu-
tional amendment abo

“"::;'-; he e
upo

not a white man’s government, and ‘looked upon

Chief Justice Taney’s virtual declaration that it

was, as the most infamous doctrine of all; time!
He ad ded }.hat. it wias f(;:nnlfp t&n& the whole
question of restoration belongéd with oon‘n-' |gTress,
Mr. Raymond, of N. Y., took notes' the
speech, and at its conclusion rose to reply, but a
Emvaﬂed' that the committes of the whole
rise, and further debate was cut off.
Hon. B. G. Harris, of the fifth congressional
district of Maryland, appeared in the house to-
day, and resumed his seat, after taking - the iest
oath. No objection was made, as published ru-
mor anticipated. g
t.hGEMIILm wm:i an attentive Tatener ‘on
e floor o ouse during Mr. Stevens’ speech.
The house, by a very decided vote, to-day en-
dorsed Becretary McCulloch’s recommendations
in favor of contracting the currency. , =~
The housé committee on the judiciary agreed
this morning to report in favor of the passage by
congress of an amendment to prevent thie pay-
ment of the rebel debt.
The house bill for negro suffrage in this dis-
trict was, at the request of westein ‘members,
postponed till January 10. !
Mr. Bage, editor of the Lebanon (Ohio) Ster,
and son-in-law of Tom Corwin, will be here to-
morrow, to take charge of his remains. The
congressional delegation will meet in a body to
take notice on Mr, Corwin’s death.

4

A HORRIBLE ACCIDENT. -

A Terrible Explosion
at the Arsenal in
Washington.

NINE MEN KILLED.

Three Mortally Wounded.
&e,, &e., - e,

[From the National Republican, Dec. 18.}

This afternoon, at fifteen minutes before fwo
o’clock, a terrible explosion occurred at the Ar-
senal, which resulted in the death of nime men,
and three were fatally wounded. The explosion
took place in a small one-story frame building a
short distance from the first gate leadjng to the
Arsenal, and about one hundred yards to the left
of the main avenue leading to the Penitentiary
gate.
The building was used for emptying the am-
munition as it was taken from the boxes turned
in from the fortifications around the city, Butd
few boxes at one time were allowed jn the build-
ing, and as the powder was taken 'from them it
was placed in kegs and taken  from the baild-
ing.
At the time of the explosion two boxes, each
containing eight rounds,in all about forty pounds
of powder, and twenty-four pounds of loose pow-
der on the floor, was all in the building. e
the workmen were engaged in emptying the two
boxes the explosion took place, and the building
was blown in a thousand pieces, '
Ten men were employed in the building, under
Sergeant Flinn, whose names are as follows :
James A. Mahoney, Patrick Reardon, Marsland
Whiteley, John Crane, James Moran, Michael
McDermott, John Meehan, Martin Kyle, John
Fealey, and Peter McGarcerey. i '
Every one in the building was killed ex
Martin Kyle, who %s horribly burned, and
physicians say cannot live. ' -
Parts of nine bodies have been re¢covered from
the ruins, blown and mangled in the most ferri-
ble manner. )
Sergeant Flinn, who was in charge of the mag-
azine, was in the building and left about two min-
utes before the explosion. He reports that when
he left, the workmen were about to open the two
boxes, and it is supposed that the explosion must
have been caused by something as the boxes were
being opened. - ¥

Mr. James Lawler, the driver of the powder
wagon, was sitiing on his wagon a few feet froin
the building. He was horribly burped, and
hopes are entertained of his recovery. The
attached to the wagon was blown to pieces. Most
of the workmen in the building were men who
have been in the service, and their terms having
expired, they obtained work in the arsenal. The
greater portion of them have families residing in
the seventh ward, in the vicinity of the arsenal.
The scene after the explosion ecannot be de-
scribed—Ilegs, arms and portions of the body
were scattered over the ground. Pieces of tim-
ber from the building were scattered over the
ground for five hundred yards aroundw Of the
ten men employed in the building not one escap-
ed

Charles Lynn, a laborer employed about the
building, was near by, and was terribly wonnd-
ed. Dr. Elridge, of the 214th Pennsylvania, at-
tended him and says he cannot live, e
The alarm of fite was sounded by Officer
Wheeden, of the tenth precinct, from box Ne. 17,
and the engines were soon at the place.

t

Gessford, with the officers of the tenth precinet,
were also there and rendered all the assistance in
their power. 7 ' '
Col. Benton, the commandant at Arsenal,
wu.ntthe place a very short time -the ex-
plosion, and remained until all things were clear-
ed away. ' s gt e
Mayor Wallach was also present, '
The scene at the arsenal gate was truly heart-

rending. Fathers, methers, wives,
and daughters, were at the gate in
one wWho came out the names of those D
wounded. Their cries and s ‘coule
over the eity.

The

Honses k, windows
ground seemed to

was heard all
shake as if

Sy
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