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Tue Queen'M Grief Death or the
Princess Alice French, Hun-- .

garian, Italian and Turk-
ish XevfK.

Darmstadt. Dec. 14. The Grand Duch
ess of Hesse Darmstadt, Princess Alice of

ngland, died at :30this mornim? of dioh- -
theria. She was in a state of uneonsrions- -
ness focm 2:3 until the time of her death.
The Grand Duchess wan the thin! child of
and second daughter of Queen Victoria.
She was born April 25, 1853. Her father,
late Prince Albert, died on Saturday, Dec.
14th, 1861. This is a remarkable coinci
dence.

Lo.voov. Dec. 14. The weather is cold
to-da- y. There is much snow in the north-
ern counties of England and various parts
of Europe.

Ihe Times financial article savs : Jo
nathan Wield, managing partner in the
private bank of J. and J. Fanton & Sons,
at Rochdale, whose suspension was an
nounced on the Jbth of .November last, -

lost three millions of the' bank's money
speculating on the stock exchange.

1 he high rate of the trench exchange
seems to be due partly to French grain op-
erations with the United States, partly to
the investment of the trench money in the
English bills and Treasury bonds, and partlv
to the purchasers of stock here.

Lo-xdo.- Dec. 14. The commercial
treaty between Austria and Germany has
been renewed for another year, and the
commercial treaty between Austria aud
Italy, is also likely to be renewed. Thus
the threatened custom wars arc averted,
and the new Swiss federal tariff, now under
consideration in the National Assembly is
said to be of a reactionary and protection-
ist character. The advalorm duties are
increase from 5 to 40 per cent., and specific
'duties are increased from 30 to 100 francos
per 100 kilogramns.

Versailles. Dec. 14. In the Chamber
of Deputies '

to-da-y, Count de Gontaul
Bison, questioned the government respect-
ing the treaty of Berlin. M. Waddington,
minister of foreign affairs, defended his
conduct at Congress, where he avoided com-
promising French neutrality or entering
upon any binding arrangement.

Loxdo.v, Dec. 14. When Sir Stafford
Northcote nave notice in the Commons,
yesterday, of a motion for the Parliament-
ary grant of money in aid of the dis-

tressed people . in Rhodope Mountains.
Mr. Anderson, Liberal, from Glasgow
remarking on the silence of the Opposition
leaders, gave notice of an amendment to
Sir Stafford Xorthcote:s bill, stating the
'inexpediency of devoting the tax-payer-

s'

money to the relief of the people in Tur-
key, when there was so much distress in
Great Britain.'

It is thought that Marquis Hartington
will' assume Mr. Anderson's place, in order
to make the opposition effectual and cause
the debate ori the whole question of the
Government's policy .with reference to
Turkey.

The blinds are drawn at Buckingham
palace, St. James palace and Marlborough
house, in consequence of the death of the
Princess Alice. The Priuce aud Princess
of Wales, Prince Leopold and Princess
Beatrice are at Windsor with the Queen,
and. Dean Stanley has gone there to spend
the anniversary of the prince consort's
death, though no memorial service is held
Telegrams from these places to-da- y state
that the castle flag is at half-mas- t. The
bells at the royal chapel and Eton college

"are tolling, and nearly all the houses, pub-
lic and private, in the royal borough, are
closed. It is understood that the Queen,
though greatly grieved by the news from
Darmstadt is not ill. All her majesty's
ministers and members of government
have sent expressions of sympathy.

Paris newspapers report that Count
SchouvalofFs accession to the office of
minister of the interior will inaugurate a
regime which shall give effect to the con-

stitution which the Czar instructed Count
Schouvaloff to draw up while at Livadia.

Constantinople, Dec. 14, Caratheodori
Pasha arrived here, and assumed the charge
of the foreign office.

Abdul Kerim and Redif Pashas, with
other-exile- officers, have been sent to
Rhodes. -

Pesth, Dec. 14. After a three days'
stormy debate, wherein M. Apponyi

the policy of the Govern-
ment, the Hungarian delegation has voted
by a large

...
majority for 20,000,000 florins

io-- n

Copenhagen, Dec. 14. The King has
ordered thit the marriage of Princess
Thyra to the Duke of Cumberland shall le
postponed uiitil after the funeral of Prin-
cess Alice.

Berlin. Dec. 14. The symptoms of Mr.
Bayard Taylor, American Minister, about
whose condition fears have been felt, are
believed le have taken a turn for the bet-
ter, but he is. very weak.

Rome, Dec. 14. Sisrnor Cairoli, who
was yesterday requested by the King to
form a new Cabinet, has declined.

Lynching iu Florida.
Jacksonville, Fla., Dec. 14. About

a month since a mill at Mount Conic, Co-
lumbia county, was set on fire by four ne-

groes. The superinteudent of the mill ex
tinguished the flames before much damage
was done. While the superintendent was
absent from his house, the negroes entered
it and beat his wife severely and compelled
her to show them where her husband's
money was. I hey obtained SJOO. TUe
men were arrested next day and confessed
the crime, and were committed to jail in
Lake City. About a week since the jail
was burned and the men removed to the
Court House. This morning at 3 o'clock,
thirty or forty disguised men overpower-
ed the guard and took the prisoners out
into the streets in front of the Baptist
church, hot two dead and mertally injured
the third. The other escaped and has since
given himself up to the authorities.

Jlore Embezzlement.
Philadelphia, Dec. 14. George W.

II untzirfger, of a coal com-

pany, was discharged thu morning, by
Judge E. L. Cook, from a charge of mis-

applying the moneys of the company, bat
was "at once ' taken before a magistrate
upon the criminal charge oi emoezzung
$8,243,896 belonging to that company in
1H76--7. He was held in bail.

It was telegraphed yesterday from
Columbia that (Jov. Hampton's condition
was decidedly better. This somewhat re-

lieves the anxiety of his legion of friends.

Nl'. LIGHT.

Of India's 7,531 miles if railroad H0
have double tracks.

A 1 nine snows are more numerous this
season than tor many years..

May Fiske's British Blondes having been
censured in Montreal for their scantness of
clothing, she retorted that their dress was
in harmony with the low-neck- ed order of
the Vice-Reg- al court. j

A German paper says that! the names of
generals connected with the most brilliant
French victories are (Jennan. There are
also very many German names among the
officers of the French army of the present
day. I

The Plymouth Democrat says it has
een demonstrated that "fiat money won't

run a newspaper." "What the de'il will
it run ?" asks the Indianpolis Journal.
It will run out, son, it will run out, obser-
ves the Burlington Ifawkeye.

Philadelphia Times : Congressman-elec- t

Wellborn, of Texas, has a majority of
about thirty-on- e thousand already, and two
counties of the district yet to hear from

joenaior uiame will soon be making a
speech in favor of two members from that
district, in order to make thincrs even, for
'there is liut one Congressional district in
Maine that can cast a total vote as large
us the lexas man's majority.

m r

NOTES OKTII ( AKOMMAX.

The charier of Davidson College is to be
amended.

Raymond was dined by the Mayor of
Charloile Friday.

Raleigh is now offering pools on the
Senatorial election.

Large accessions are reported iijt
'

the Ra
leigh colored churches.

There irteen baptisms at the
Kvou (liranvilie) Baptist revival.

' Mr.. Robinson's illness caused the delay
in the issue of Winston Leader.

Concert for tho Orphan Asylum, at the
Deaf and Dumb Asylum, Raleigh, Thurs
day evening. s

The Governor has pardoned Charles
McAllister, a McDowell convict in the
State Prison.

Mr. Robert D. Osborne, son of the late
Judge Osborne, died in the Lunatic Asy
bun Friday, aged 34.

George Williams and Ed. Williams, res
pectively of Ldjrecombe and Cumberland
counties, discharged from the Penitenti
ary.

The Oxford Free Lance enters this
week on its third volume. We are glad
to hear that its business and prospects arc
nattering.

A Baltimore gentleman kindly furnished
the Presbyterian ladies of Y uson with
Christmas goods to be sold for the purpose
of helping to build a church, says the
Advance.

The residence of Mr. James R. Bell at
Harlow's, Carteret county, says the New- -

bern Nut shell, was burned, Monday night
A traveller waked the family, just in time
for them to escape.

Mr. Daniel McKinnon, an aged gentle-
man of Carver's Creek, Cumberland county,
uieu last cuntiay morning, lie nau sus
tained injuries a few days previous by be
ing run over by a man on horseback.

Wisbimr to settle the bickerings and dis
putes that have existed among them, and
which have militated against their pros
perity, the Cherokee Indians have agreed
to hold a general council at Quallatown,
Jackson county, for the election of a chief
and other officers on the 19th inst. They
have large claims against the Government,
we learn by the Asheville Citizen, which
could be realized if they would stop
quarrelling.

Charlotte Observe); 14th : The leadiug
case before the court yesterday was that of

. R. lommey vs. the Spartanburg &

Asheville Railroad, for the appointment of
a receiver. His Honor Judge Dick order-
ed a decree to be filed appointing Col. Jas.
Anderson receiver, fixing his bond at $30.-'OO- O,

and directing that the road be com-
pleted to' Henderson villc. provided, in the
opinion of the receiver, the work can be
done at a cost not exceeding 33,000.

Charlotte Observer: Receipts of the
Richmond, Danville & Piedmont Railroad
for the year ending September 30th, 1878,

942,385 9$;. expenses. $661,438 90; sur-
plus earnings, $310,947 08 to which add
interest en investments, 47,992 33 mak-
ing the total net revenue of the R., D. &

T. Co. for the year, 8358,930 41. Total
net revenues from all the lines of the com-

pany, $518,599 23; interest and rental
paip and due by the company, $591,435 CO,

or an excess of expenses and liabilities
over earnings. &c, on all lines of the com-

pany of 72.836 37.

A FE.IRFI L DISASTER AT SEA.

The Wreck of the Steamer Na-

tional oil Cieorgetowu Har
All Hands Supposed

to be Lost.
A correspondent ef the News and Cou-

rier, writing from Georgetown under date
of the 11th, gives an account of the loss of
the steamer National, on Santee Bar, in
the gale of Tuesday last. The National
was wrecked while attempting to make the
passage from Santee to Georgetown. All
ou board, consisting of seven persons, are
believed to have been drowned. The crew
consisted &f : Captain, David S. Steele;
mate, Arthur A, Smith; engineer, Robert
W. Tilton; fireman, Wash. Heyward; stew-
ard, Fred. Dunmore, colored, and two col-
ored deck hands, whose names are not
known.
. The Georgetown Times and Comet says
it is reported that three passengers who

If tvn boanl a,so shared the same fate.
from'8 i6 so tlie Passencrs must have been
knel Santec as the ill fated steamer is
San? 10 haVe gone fr0Bi CnarIest to
corrT0' and according to the report of our
sw!P.ad1,ent had take n a cargo of navalat the place.
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dee H--tf JACKSON A BELLS

are
.Messrs. rinKnev Meadow and Milliitrtoo
Blalock.

The two ger.t!c.c received thnsrerwa
internal injuries, and we understand thphysicians in attendance express much Tear
as to their recovery Mr. Jam TVilUr-so- o

had his sboaldcr-bUd- e dudocattsl anj
.nrssrs. AUfusunc r rawer ad Tbonus
Keagan were badly hurt. Nearlr all theparties were leading members of the Bj-tis- t

Church acd prominent ritin .r 'ti. .

section of the county. There is. conse-
quently, a great deal of feehog manifested
on the subject, aud much anxiety e xurcs-- d

i

tiemen.
It is said that the scaffolding had only

been erected with a view of holding eight
jersons, and the con scjneat OTcrc'rowdmir
it was an act of the greatest imprudence.
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' Christmas Presents.
I HAVE OX HAND A FINK AS.SOKT-me- nt

of CHILDREN'." CLOTHE., hi h

nice lor Christmas prebeuU. Call Tore thej

areallwll. A new lot of

Tine Orercoats Jt Keceived.

A. SHMER'rf, the Oothk-r-,

dec 15 tf Market ttreet.

YOU CAN BIT A BOTTLE Of

Speer's Port Grape Wine,
FROM

JAMES C. MUSD3, Dkcocit-t- ,

3rd St., oppoeite City Hall.
I retcrtptions compounded atfall hours, uat

OH SIGHT. dec

Hair, Tooth & Nail Brushes,
An elegaut aaaortuieot juit recelTed.

TOILET ARTICLES in ereat Yarlrty at LOW
PRICED. Cod Liver Oil, Porooa Flaatcr,
Slraraofi' Lirer Medieine, Patent Medicine
in great variety; Mixed PaJnU.GlaM, Oil,

J For aale low at
GREEN Si FLANKER'S, Vrvg&U,

dec 11 tf MarkU trevt.

Ruling and Binding.
Those" in nefd of work in thls
line would do well to obtain &gure (rm as
before firing order elsewhere.

Book rebound in beat polhlo manner
reaaonahle rate.

Qfldinjs promptly and neaflj execute!.

JACKSON BELL,

'l,' H--
tf Printer and Binder.

New York. Dec. 14. In the Whalen-Sherida- n

suit to-da- y Mr. Beckwith. coun-
sel for Sheridan, argued General Butler's
point as t the admission of documentary
evidence relating to the Kellona plantation
lease. The counsel related at leogth the
situation in Louisiana when General Sher-
idan was there, and held that under tie
reconstruction acts the General had sole
contrel of the autonomy of the State. He
had power to turn out governors and all
civil officers and appoint persons of his
own- - sole choice. These acts were recog-
nized as valid by every branch of the gov-

ernment and if they were not valid thon
Congress was not the legal representative
body and even his honor, if appointed and
confirmed since 1868, had --no right to
sit upon the bench'.

Printing Off! re Partly Burned.
Cleavkland. O.. Dec. 14. At an early

hour this morning Short & Formau's job
printing and stationery establishment was
badly damaged by fire. This is said to be
tne largest establishment ot the kind in
the West.

The loss on the stock of Short A: For-

mau's job sprinting establishment is esti--

matee at &30.000: loss on uuildinjr. ma
chinery, etc., 82.000, fully covered by in

surance.

Punished for Deadly Assault on a
Colored Democrat.

Norfolk, Va., Dec. 14' At niton,
Hertford countv, N. C fn the 12th, Sam
uel Jacob and Elbert Gatling, colored,
were tried in the Inferior Court for assault
and battery with intent to kill Marcus
Williams, colored, for voting for Hon. J.
J. Yeates, Democratic candidate for Con
gress. The "prisoners were found guilty,
and sentenced to six rears in the State
penitentiary.

Hampton Dceidedljr Better
Columbia, S. C. Dec. 14. Direct and

positive information from (Jov. Hampton,
this morning, represents him as still im-

proving. He passed a comfortable night,
anil is regarded bv those in attendance as
decidedly better.

Columsi. , Dec. 14. The reports from
Gov. Hampton are still favorable, aBd the
statement is authorized by his physicians
that he is constantly improving.

Reprieving, Jlolly Jlaguires.
Harrisbuk, Pa., Dec. 14. Governor

Ilartranft to-da- y reprieved the condemned.
Molly Maguires James McDonnel and
Charles Sharpe, who were to have been
executed on the 18th inst. at Mauch
Chunck. The respite delays their execu-
tion until January 14, and it is based on
a communication sent to the Governor by
Judge Dreher, who sentenced the men.

Light House Posssihly Destroyed.
Ellsworth, Me., Dec. 14th. The light

at Mt. Desert Rock has not been seen
since Tuesday night. It is feared that the
light house has been desjroved and all in
it lost.

Serving a "Writ.
Halifax, N. S., Dec. 14. A writ of

attachment has been served on Thos. Cof-
fer k Co.. shipbuilders on the Clyde river,
in Shelbourne county, N. S....

Auditor's Keport for 1H7H.
Hauiyh Observer.

--It is a complete statement of the funds
of the State, with detailed statements and
tabular exhibits of the receipts and dis-

bursements - of the Public Treasury of
North Carolina during the fiscal year end-

ing September 30th, 1878.
It appears that about 2,000 has been

saved to the State under the new arrange-
ment of allowing Sheriffs to deposit their
taxes in certain convenient banks and save
the expense of travelling to the State cap-
ital

The total aggregate value of lands, town
property, horses, mules, cattle, farming
utensils, money in hand and on deposit,
solvent credits, fec. in 1874 was $143,723,-81- 3.

While in 1877 it was 146,370,493 a
gain of $2,046,680. -

The number of acres of land listed for
Jaxation has decreased 796,370 acres, and
fallen off in value $2,214,288 for the same
years. For the same years the value of
town property has increased from $16,652,-.13- 1

to $17,413,340. The number of horses
has increased 13,263, th e value has de- -

creased 1,043,843, owing no doubt, to the
general shrinkage in nearly all values.
Mules increased in number 13,070, and de-

creased in value $327.5 "1. Goats have
gained rapidly and multiplied to the extent
of 7,455 over the number known to be in
the State in 1874. 'I he numerical increase
in cattle is only 14.039, and the money loss
in value $151,406. This is a sorry show-
ing for what ought to be oue of the great-
est interests. .

There are 89,391 more hogs in the State
than there were in 1874, and what is sur- -

prising to us is that, despite the low price
of meat, there is an increased valuation
amounting to $182,143. Sheep growing
has made some progress, and in the very
teeth of the dogs, the flocks have grown
larger, and we have 88 335 more head than
we had four years ago, and $7,762 worth
more than we then had. The value of
farming utensils has nearly doubled, show-
ing a net gain of $5,688,680. Money on
hand and on deposit has decreased by half.
Solvent credits have been growing steadily,
and now exhibit an increase of a fourth,
while other personal property shows a fall
ing off in value of about one titbe.
The stock of the State in incorporat
ed companies has increased from
$590,521 worth to $698,258, and her
railroad franchises that were worth only
$564,981 iii 1874 amounted to $889,591 in
1877 As we understand it the rate of
taxation has been annually lowered until
it is by n means oppressive, and although
we have made no startling progress in the
term of four years embraced in the above
comparison, we have not lost ground, but
in times of panics, business depression and
financial distress, have substantially im-

proved. It is enough to give us heart to
go Draveiy on, ana u nope lor oeuer nau
more prosperous times.

At the stockholders rueetiag of the
Richmond, Danville & Piedmont Railroad.
held in Richmond Wednesday the directors
anp pmcers were

EARLY AND MIDNIGHT REPORTS.
r

THE FEDERAL CAPITAL.

Congre, the Executive Depart
ment and OiMtriet Court.

Washixoto.v, Deo. 13. Sk.vatk The
Senate Committee for the investiga-
tion of the omission of the Hot Springs
clause from the last session's appropriation
bill heard, to-da-v. the evidence of lion.
Kenneth Rayner, Solicitor of the Treasu
ry, and htilson' llutcbins. editor ol the

ashington 1'oht, who was called by sen
ator Conover, to prove the malicious na--

ture of Benson 8 accusations. Both testi
fied that Benson had assured them of
Conover's guilt, and that he had evidence
which would put the latter in the peniten-
tiary.

In the absence of two or three, other
witnesses, who had. been summoned, but
failed to appear, the committee adjourned.

Ihc Committee of Ways and Means
heard, to-da- y, the committee from the New
York Chamber of Commerce, m support
of Fernando Wood's Hpus$ bill, givjng
importers the same 'rights claimed by the
Government, ,as regards the subsequent
adjustment and correction of errors in the
imposition anu oi customs du-
ties; Assistant Secietary French and
Mr. James, chief of the customs division of
the treasury

.
department,

.
were also heard

- il 'l Mlin opposmon to me 0111.

r urther consideration of: the subject was
postponed until next week, when Assistant
Secretary French and Mr. James will fur
nish the committee with written opinions
upon the questions involved.

House 1 he House has passed Senate
bill authorizing the issueof certain duplicate
registered bonds " for the benett of the
Manhattan Savings Institution of New
York.

The House has resumed the considera
tion of. the bill for the distribution of the
Geneva reward.

I he House Committee on Appropria
tions this morning agreed to recommend
the passage by the House of the special
deficiency bill, appropriating $450,000' re
quired for the continuance of the present
railway postal car service throughout the
current fiscal year. The committee
also completed the Indian appropriation
bill. Also the income bin, appropriating,
in the aggregate, $4,710,000, which is but
$oi less than the existing law

Judge Durham was authorized to report
an amendment to the Senate bill providing
for the purchase' by the United States
Government of the Freedman's Bank,1 and,
appropriating, for that purpose, $275,000,

The House amendment reduces the sum
to $155,000.

The committee also decided to recom
mend the nonconcurrence in the Senate
amendments to the Military Academy
bill.

A bill of complaint against the Texas
Pacific Railway Company has been filed in
the District of Columbia iu the Supreme
Court by Reire Fayolle and thirty-nin- e

others, all citizens ol h ranee except Mr,
Hyde, of Vermont, in which in behalf of
themselves and of other owners-o- f land
grant bonds of Memphis El Pase and Pa
cific Railway Company. J hey pray tha
the Texas and Pacific' Railway Company
be restrained troni the transfer pr sale o
its stock or other property, and say they
are interested to the amount ot about three
hundred thousand dollarr., but have not re
ceived any dividend or payment thereon
and they pray for such further relief as the
nature f the case requires, and as shall be
agreeable to equity.

The House was addressed by Mr. Frjre
in favor ot the minority report, and Mr.
Stenger in support of the majority report
1 he bill then, passed over without action
to come up again on luesday.

ine senate -- oiu to regulate t lie presi
dential election, was taken from the Speak
ers table and referred to the committee on
that subject.

The House adjourned at 5:40.
Secretary Sherman has issued a circular

of instruction to-da-y with regard to the
resumption of specie payments on the 1st
January, in which after quoting the third
section of the resumption act, he states
that as an effect, the above section will re-

move all practical difference in the value
of coiu and United States lotes aftetkJan-uar- y

1st. Xo distinction will bqnade be- -

iweeu mem m Keeping ur seiwiuir uie au-- i

counts of public officers involving the tran
saction subsequent to that date. Matured
coupons of the United States aud checks
of the United States treasury for interest
on the principal public debt, legally paya-
ble in.eoin, will be paid in coin or nptes at
the option of the holder by the assistant
treasury of the United States at New
York city, or in notes by any other inde-
pendent treasury officer. Such registered
interest is legally payable in coin as is paid
on schedules, at other cities than New
York, will be paid to claimant directly in
notes if he so desires by the officer charged
with the payment of schedule, or in coin
by check on the assistant United States
treasurer at New York, any check or draft
hereafter drawn in payment of public obli-
gation legally payable in coin, will have
that fact plainly noted thereon. '

The Senate committee on appropria
tions will on Mouday report the naval ap-
propriation bill without material amend
ment, and the consular and diplomatic bill"
amended so as to conform precisely to the
present law and in disregard of the changes
proposed by the House.

Manslaughter.
Flemixotox, N. J., Dec. 1.4. The jury

in the Paterson murder trial have ren
dered a verdict of guilty of manslaughter
upon ground of provocation in the auui- -

turous conduct oi nis wne wiin iuon.
He has been sentenced to fifteen years in
the State prison. "

.

Pugilistic.
Baltimore, Dec 14. A sparriug match

with blackened gloves for a stake of five
hundred dollars, between Prof. William
Miller and Joe Goss, has been arranged to
take place in this city. December 19th.

Printers' Strike.
Augusta,. Ga.. Dec. 1,4. Seventeen

printers on the Chronicle struck to-da-y

for forty cents per thousand ems. Thirty
1 - If, 1 1... Uv ..;or.lcents was uuereu ic jjivpucn'.

FROM v aniii;to.
The Attorney Geuerai and Ihe

Maine Judgeship-Th- e KnialU
Bribery and Corruption
law The Action of

Chief Justice Waife
Xew York Cn-to- m

House Nom-
inations,

Ac.
Special Ditpatth to the Baltimore Smh.

Washington, Dcc 12 The following
statement was made to-d-ay by those Intt-mate- ,

personally and officially, with Attor
ney General Deveus : 1 he Attorney Gen-
eral, it is stated, was informed by the Pres-
ident that the appointment of Ignited
States circuit judge for the first district,
mde vacant Ly the death of Judge Shep-le- y,

was at his disposal. At the tame
time the President made no secret at all
of his earnest desire that Mr. Devens
should remain in the Cabinet, not only W-cau-

se

it would be agreeable to him (the
rresident) personally, but for public rea-
sons, the weight of which could not be
overestimated. For his own part, the At-
torney has at no time made concealment
of the fact that he is entirely satisfied
with his experience as a Cabinet officer,
and would be glad to return to the judici-
ary; but he has concluded to defer to the
wishes and views of others, aud has notified
the President that he may consider himself
at liberty to bestow the circuit judgeship on
another. It is further stated that although
the Maine Senators and members are very
anxious to secure the appointment fer a
citizen of that State, as the deceased Judge
was also a citizen of Maine, the probability
is that the appointment will be civen to
fudge Lowell, of the United States Dis
trict Court for Massachusetts.

THE SMALL'S CASE.

Several days ago, through his couucil,
Robert Smalls, the colored Congressman
from South Carolina, made application to
Chief Justice Waite for a writ of error in
his case to the Supreme Court of South
Carolina. Smalls was tried and convicted
iu the State courts on a charge of briberv
and corruption aud sentenced to imprison
ment in the penitentiarv. He made ai- -
plication to the State courts, under sec
tion 641 of the Revised Statutes for a re-

moval of the cause to the United States
Circuit Court. This application was de
nied, and hence the appeal to the Supreme
Court of the Lnited htates. Day before
yesterday it was announced that the
Chief Justice had refused to grant the
writ, and yesterday it was announced that
he had granted it Both these statements
were unauthorized. The Chief Justice
made up his decision to day, and directed
an order for the writ of error to be issued.
It is understood unofficially that the Chief
Sustice was not altogether clear as to the
propriety of granting the writ of error, as
it was not conclusively demonstrated that
the case came properly within the pro-
visions of section 641. But it has long
been the practice of the Justice of the
Supreme Court, as laid down by that emi
nent junest, the late Mr. Justice Nei
son. to give in sucu cases tna bene
fit of the doubt to the applicaut.
The writ as issued is not made
returnable until the next term of the
court, which does not begin until next Oc
tober. If proceedings should stop until
the return of the writ the effect would be
to leave Mr. Smalls undisturbed, in person
and in mind for twelve months. But it is
in the power of the authorities of South
Carolina, if so disposed, to reach a speedier
determination of the case by the Supreme
Court. In ex parte' Russell, reported in
Thirteenth Wallace, the Supreme Court
decided that a case made returnable at the
next term could be docketed at the present
term, on a motion to dismiss for want of
jurisdiction, or for frivolous appeal. This,
therefore, places it in the power of the
Attorney-Gener- al of South Carolina to
make a motion at once which will bring
the case before the court on its merits. -

THE NEW YORK NOMINATIONS.

As he has not definitely made up his
mind to fight the New York custom house
nominations, Senator ConkHng is using his
power, as chairman of the committee on
commerce, to delay action on them by tue
committee. Mr. Conkling's particular
friends arc now canvassing the Senate on
this subject, but they do not find the out-

look encouraging. It is not yet ascertained
that any of the democratic Senators who
acted with him last winter will sustain him
now, and there is no sign of weakening
among the republican Senators who voted
against him at that time.

PERSONAL.

The Hon. Geo. S. Houston, Senator-elec- t
from Alabama, was on the floor of the
Senate to-da- At first the doorkeeper
would nt let him in, and he had to send
for Senator Bailey to come out and identify
him. Gov. Houston was in the House of
Representatives twenty years ago, and was
a member of the House in which- - Senator
Whyte contested the seat held by the Hon.
J. Morrison Harris.

Terrible .Accident.
Oxford Frte Lanre.,

Mount' Zion church, located at Walnut
Grove in this county, was, on Monday last,
the scene of a most distressing accident by
which quite a number of persons were se-

riously injured, and it is feared two fatally.
It seems that the members of the church

and some of the neighbors had asseir bled
for the purpose of reshingling the roof of
the building which was in need of repairs.

An ordinary scaffolding had been erect-
ed upon which quite a large amount of
shingles had been thrown and on which
fifteen men were engaged at werk.

The platform on which they were stand-
ing was about on a level with the eaves of
the house between fifteen and twenty feet
from the ground.

All at once, without any premwtion of
danger, the rude structure collapsed,
bringing all its living freight to the groand
with frightful force. The shock of the
fall was so great, and such alarm existed,
that some ( the party working on the
roof lost their footing and. fell U the
earth.

Kearly all the number were wore cr Ies


