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darkness. When he again' emérged'
from the gzloom of the forest into e SN
which the scattering trees led, he was! New Hulled
on the borders of the Pool's Rock | '
field, and stooping down, rubbed some- |
thing he ecarried in a dark beottle, and
walked unmolested into the yawning
i mouth of the reptile-hannted rock. } , =
With his powerful arm he rolled a | ]-L.""T RECEIVED. at Wew Qrieans
stone hefore the opening through which | ) Molasses and Martin’s Gfit-Edge Bat-
he had entered, and found himself | €7 4 go with it.
: u\lym: and rshul up in an immense cave. !
No ray of morn-or star-light pene | .. =
trated it. and the only soungl 1ha]tx:lis-| Very Fiue Large Red Apples,
turbed the awful stillness was the rush |
of the streamlet over the pebbles that ‘
surrounded the Rock. Yool soon kin-
dled a fire and its glare disclosed a bed
of straw in one corner, a pile of books
in another, on which wag carefully
thrown a guitar, and in another corner |
was a heap of provisions. :
Was he a coward. or a Tors— or did |
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(CHAPTER 111

The struggle for freedom waxed
hotter.  The Colonies were in need of
every strong arm and brave heart
within their boundaries. Winter was
coming on, and five years of war had
already told on the limited resources of
the rehels.

Dudley 1’0l had left Williamsho-
rough after cunouncing hiz intention
10 jflin Washineton's forees.  But no
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one i the village had heard of him-
since hiz departure. and none of the
wonnded soldiers  who had returned
home had zeen him in the ranks,

When the news of the battle of
Guilford Court Honse reached the vil-
lage. intense excitement prevailed, for
Bl weary and woinded messenger said

hat Capt. Norwood’s company had
wrne a conspicuons part in‘it, and that
when the young officer was last seen,
he was several vards incfront ol his
troops with the ensign i one hand aud
hi= sword in the other, fighting furi-
onslv. as he cheered his men onward.

Mary Easterling received this news

ith emotions _of mingled pride and
auxicty. During the long day she

Ewanitedd, fearing every moment to

of  her lovers death, and
]'H!!li]lf_{ as  often to hear that he
wits alivegand vietorions.  As the
eyrning X ne approached =he quictly
gtole from the house and went to the
church poreh where he had kept guard
the night before they had parted, -She
#it near. the pillar that hal} shielded her
that nigght from the wind as she held
his uspsket,—and - leaning her head
upon her hands, she prayed carpestly
for his safety. The shadows grew
langer, the bats whirled around the
cross-crowned belfry and the autuwmn
wind blew eolder and wilder as niglrt
;a,lalaru;u-lu-d, but she still sat motion-
lysz.  Now and then, a tear drop would
trickle down her clasped hands and the
prayer had hronght hut little peace, as
yet, to her.

She was suddenly startled by hear-
ing a stealthy step near her, and look-
ing-up she saw Dudley Pool standing
heside her.  He said, in low, ecauntious
Limes, :

“ Do not let me frighten you, Mary.
1 diave come to know if you have heard
the news."” -

=he ansivered cagerly :

| have heard. Were vou there?
1)id yon help to fight the battle 77

1 was not in the battle, but I can
tell you what you may not wish to hear.
Do you remember that T told you John
Norwood woulid he  killed—and”—he

écontinued speaking more loudly—*“that
“you would yet become my wife? Do
yoi remember, my pretty one ?”

‘With a paleness she could not con-
trel she ouLlly replied :

* If yon are really in the army—as
vou wizh me to helieve—thongh many
people doubt it— you may also be killed
belore the confliet is ended. 1 do not
creglit the report of John's probable
death, but if he was indeed shot ;down
ut the head of his troops 1 will be true
to him. Yon would never speak to
me again, if your unaided arm should
win my country's cause—op g¢e me un-
til 1 died—! 1

Jler voiee was hard and cold, and the_
- anjruish she felt betrayed itself in her

every tone.

* Suppose you could net prevent it!”
o said quietly.

1 could prevent, -it” shd answered
hanghtily, risthg to leave the porch.
“ 1 propose to cut thes interview short,
now, and I'will go and tell your ac-
qnuintances in the village that they can
find you inthe vicinity of St, John's.”

* Listen to me, Mary Easterling” he
cried out fiercely. "N

She sprang  toward the gate but
pansed when she noticed that he did

. uot go beyond the side of the building

that hid him from the street.

“ What would you say? she asked
turning around and Jooking at him,
composedly.

“1f yowdure to tell any one that yon
saw me here, I will come in the night
and'murder you.  There are only a few
old men left to protect the village and
I could defy -them.” he said in a hoarse
whisper.” ;

She guietly replied; :

“1 do mot fear you, Dudley Pool.

- JJohn would avenge my death if you

shonld dare to carry out your threat.
You know your own life would be
worth nothing when he should retfirn.”

*He will neyver return,”’ answered the
man Wit a triumphant laugh. *“He
was killed at Guilford Court House.
I'll grant he died like a heto—but you
will never be his wife, my fair lady. 7
will claim you yet! There is time
enough for that, however. ‘Promise
you will mention my visit here to no
one.”

“I do not make promises rashly, and
when I make them, I keep them.” s<aid
Mary, significangly.

_‘tIt can do you no earthly good to tell
It and, as Lama spy. it might do the

cange of Liberty harm, if you say that.
you saw me here,” he said, ina concilia-

tory tone.

Mary answered evasively,

“But they say you area deserter. and
no patriot ! 1 .

“They lie, 1 assure you. For' the
» promise ! he ex-
claimed, crouching closer into the
shadow of the protecting wall, as e
spoke. : "

Mary regarded him silently 3 moment
and =aid, 15

*1 do not believe one word you utter.
You acted dishopestly in addressing me
when you knew 1 was engaged to John.

Iam almost- convinced that you are

cither a coward or ‘'a Tory!”

““1 do not feel that John is killed,”
ul

she continued,

more hurriedly.
<hall hope

to see him until some one in

whom I have great confidence tells me

he is dead.”  As she finished s
she turned and walked
ward.

- . His face was white with rage, and |
- without attempting to follow her, he
kept in the shadow of the Church as
long as he could, and then ran antil

of
the

he reached a neighboring'
-trees, when his fo:g w:;n {uuilu::p

his passionate love for the heantiful !
village maiden eanse him to live in that |
isolated spot, antil the danger of warl
was over. encouraged. by the hope that |
her betrothed hushand would he killed
in the fary of the conflict? [

The hundred years that have, passed

i
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peaking
slowly home-

since that time. have never found an
answer to these questions. Perhaps
the mould ofa century covers the on ¥y
papers of lmportance  pertaining to
Pool's history in the dismal ecavern,
where, too, perhaps the quaint hooks of
are rlowly decaving and the broken
strings of the sweet-toned instrument
are touched only by the slimy =kin of
creeping reptiles. ‘

When the American cause was won,

ally, and then mysteriously disappeared.
When he died—a few Years afterward
—his will was fouud and he begueathed
to.“Mary, the true wife of Joha Nor-
wood, the sum of five hundred dollars in
gold” and left a letter for her, in which

Rock, and added, that if she had kaown
his reasons of refuzing to join the colo-
nial forces, she nfight not have ntterly
despised him. He never made these
reasons known! however., and Pool's
name has mo ploasanter associations
connected with it amone the honest
villagers, than the fearful Roek in
which he found a temporary refuge.

It may be, that =sometimes duving
the long avinter evenings, when John
and Mary sat together around the glow-
ing hearth. they reealled the coming of
the handsome stranger into their midst,
and remembered with feelings akin to
admiration the songs he would sing,
and the stories of wild adventure he
would relate.

And, when Mary would tell of her
lust iuterview with Pool on the poreh
of St. John's, she would forget to men-
tion the man’s fierce manner and words,
<0 great was her delighs in dwelling on

eventful evening.

For a note from her lover, in which
he itold her of his safetyand her conn-
try’s victory was handed to her, and
Dudley Pool's threats and strange
words were not thought of, long after-
wards. ' . :

Three generations of the descendants
of John and Mary Norwood have wor-
shiped in St. John’s Church, and they
have seldom passed its sacred portal
without bestowing a thonght on the
brave and trne man and ‘woman who
watched for the enemies of Liberty by
the light of the moon and stars that
shone down upon them a hindred years
ago.

THE *END.
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Pool returned to the villaze occasion- |

he told her of his lonely life in Pool’s |

the glad surprise that awaited her when |
she reached her mother’s house. on that
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O\' THE 16TH DAY OF SOVEMBEN,
IS96, aodd in the ity of RALEN:H,
the undersigned will commenes the putbld'.
cation of

OBSERVER,
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Democratic Newspaper.

Of lomg experience s thelr profossion
a8 editors, respectively of the Fayettesille
Onsexvex and the Wilmington Jorsx s,
lhl"“ do not effect 1o doula the sutind ficss
of the general judgment which assdzns
them ability 10 furnish 3 newspaper suitod
to the needs and adapted to the*tastes of
the people of North Carolina.  Differing
in polities in the olden time, there was
never & difference between the Ousrxy ey
and the JoUrnxal in zeal for the Interest.
and honor of North Carolina. To jrouste
the one, and to u and to the
will h fib}'ff af the OnaEnver now |

N be their high alm %0 desorve the
coufidence b’ carnest efforts to -
public weifare, first and foremont
Caroliua, next of all the South

" finally, and through these,
hole Unfon. They think that thi.
b the of

‘and \he dlemiseal of
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Dafly Olwerver, one yrar,
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