| WEATHER FORECAST.

Narih and South Carolina.—Partly
[ goudy ane colder tonight; probably
light frost in west and north. Wed-
ay, fair: colcer in east portion.
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Their [forces Forging AL:_‘JE
North and South of St. i

Quentin. 1

]

THE DESPERATE i
RESISTANCE. ;

- i

Of The Germans Before St.|
Quentin—French Cut Two!
Railway Lines to The City.
Hemiming in The Turks in!
Mesopotamia. l

|

|

Triving forward mnorth and south
of at, Quentin, heart of the Hinden-
ire Yine. thy

Allies have cut iwo of[
the four main railroads which feocl;
ihe city, while a third is well within:

i1 e hands of the~French, thei
niere<i in the tremendous bat-|
which ha:
nun Skmile front shifts to historic
S, Gurntin,

Grrmansz are making desper-
Couloody attempts to wrest
friin the Frepeh 1the Essigny-Denay
pliean 1o which General Nivelle's
gn: comviaand  the  southerm  ap-
prowelis 1o the eity, and render its
position, in the opiinon of military
Eriits, ane
il to the s=outh the French
] rged well to the west of St
Qiwin, hummering a great dent in
il line between that town

iThe advance of this
miles farther would give

=y
Leet it

nd LaFerys

IRIR AT 1

Fronch posscssion of the last di-
et rillroad  line between the two
I ps
south of LaFere the French troops

“Fwing in a great curve around

iore=15 of Coucy and St. Gobain,
1 formiidable natural barrier which
4 beiwean them and Laon,
';{M'frmn"“’ forfress on the Hinden-
e 1ing
teneral Nivelle has foreed a wedge
: forest, but about 10 miles of
Beisily - rimbered country must yet
e tonigiered before heg Teaches his
Bria
On 1l northern section of the great
bitle Tine the situation is somewhat
Wiseure, Nejther British nor German
ielel corimunications throw much
e on 1he operations here. Some
Iro, hns been made in the direc-
‘tmbrai by General Haig, but
‘atly the determined resistance
“ Germans has checked the Brit-
? “vancee along the whole Arras

SAOT

"‘{‘I-'
A0 ol (
annar

af +1

tho

) issue of the titanic strug-

Frener remains in doubt, the

for sensational possi-
far-oft Mesopotamia,

“ vltin of the Tigris five arm-

onverging on the Turks in

nl dealing o death blow to

e - ]
I pewer in the Eastern em-

lep S

o ] [4

diane nre advancing from
hpeo divigione, driving the
are thein, and have already
e Tarkish frontier at two

cnth General Maude, con-

Uopdad, is pressing forward
and the Diala rivers,

the posgibility of a deci-
over their encireling

rnily the only road of r9-|

' in the Turks is to the
hes are confronted with
wasles of the great des-

lvzireh-—according to mili-
an impassable barrier.

wrness of the official re-
FLaoandon,

rnd leaves, however, con-

tht n# to the precise na-,

ltuntion in this theatre.
Cipture Coucy-le-Chateaw,
dreh 27 —~The village of
i wan eaptured by the
n nitnck last night, the
nnounces, Further pros-

Frop.

dein the lower section nl'|

all of the northern part
vy held by the French.
ent follows:
by ¢ e, we continned
vress i the lower fores!

il 1l

Hucd on Puge Three,)

e
——

reach of the French guns. With La-|
inundated by the retreating! . .
it and two of its domimating; NO Submarme Slghted-——-Many

been raging for a week: -

of grave peril. !

the'

In the center of the curve

Constantinople, !

northern part of #
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INERICHN VESSEL
THIT HAZARDED
THE SUBMARINE

The First Armed American

Liner to Enter an Euro-
pean Port.

EXCITING PASSAGE
- OF THE ST. LOUIS.

Evidences of Mafine Disas- =
ters—Cqmplete Prep-
arations Aboard.
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GOVERNMENT STOPS FUR. %

Ao ale 2t

h

- THER DEMOBILIZATION. —>:-l
- i
% (By Associated Press.) ¥
¥ Washington, March 27.—Fur- -:-:-I
% ther demobilization of National 3!
%% Guard regiments now in the Fed- =
% eral service was suspended to- %
#* day by the War Department, ¥
The War Department did not 3|
explain the order, but it was un- 3¢
derstood that the units would be %

cial to the Evening Journal, from La

white people and nine negroes were in- noon of May 31 1916,

used in their respective stations
for police duty more than being
called into the service oi other %
guard regiments,

MANY KILLED BY
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ABAMA STORM:

Almost \Vii:)ed Small Town Off

The Map—Five Whites
Known to Be Dead.

(Dy Associated Press.)
Montgomery, Ala., March 27.—A spe-

Pine, Ala., savs that five prominent

WILSON STILL HAS
OPEN MIND AS TO

AT IS NEEDED:

i
-

‘BELATED HONORS

T0 KAWL OFFIGE

Posthumons

Bravery of British Officer at
Battle of Jutland.

Recaonition of

(Iy Associated Press,)

London, March 27.—(Correspond-
ence of the Associated Press).—For
“most conspicuous bravery and devo-
tion to duty in the Battle of Jutland,”
a posthumous Victoria Cross has just

been awarded Commander Loftus Wil-|

liam .Jones. The London Gazette
states that the *“full facts have. only
now been ascertained.”

The official reports that on the after-
Commander

stantly killed in a sterm which prac-jJones, in the torpedo boat destroyer,

ticaliv swept the thriving littie town Shark, led a division of destroyers to' ,aq were discussed. Senator Hiteh-
attack the enemy battle eruiser squad- : '

of Peireyv from the map last night.

(By Assochited Press.)
London, March 26.—(Delayed by

Censor, from a Staff Correspondent of
the Associated Press).—The St. Louis,
the first passenger vessel carrying the
American flag to cross the Atlantie
since Germany’'s declaration of unre-
stricted submarine gestruction,
the first armed Amerzcan liner to en-
ter a European port since the war be-
gan, arrived this morning. She car-
ried a meagre number of passengers—
34, all told—but her holds were filled
(to capacity with non-contraband
| freight.

The St. Louis came through without

linterruption. No submarines were
sighted, nor were there at any time

boats were after the big liner.
of them’ saw the St. Louis they made
no attempt to destroy here, but kept
carefully away from the guns of the
lAmerican ship.

i But signs of war were not lacking
land the last three days aboard were
.anxious ones for passengers and crew
'alike. On Friday and again on Satur-
|dy, after the St. Louis entered the for-
ibidden zone, driftwood was passed—
| apparently parts of destroyed
-'boats. Yesterday a great field' of oil
was encountered. Vague rumors of
'the sinking of ships, either ahead of or
| near the St. Louiis, increased this

i'nervouss tension.

and |

any indications that German undersea ;
1f any

life .

“rhiere Several persons

The known dead are:

J. M. Middlebrooks, prominent farm- Shark’s bridge, disabling the steering’ gjtyation with th> President.

er; Mrs. J. M. Middlebrooks,
Bandy, school teacher, Ethel Bandy,
his daughter: Bob Jager, well-known
farmer. Every building in the town,

pot, three churches and the school,
were carried away.

The storm swept practically all the K wounded in the leg, Jones went aft to| turther preparedness moves.

crops between Providence and Petrey

were injured

ron. In this attack a shell hit the

Tom jgear and shortly afterwards another ward he outlined the following three

I shell disabled the main engine.
{ The eommanding officer of another
destroyer, seeing the Shark’'s plight,

|offered assistance, but was warned
|away by Commander Jones. Although

help connect and man the after-wheel.

crew had-been blown away and the

and tore down buildings in Providencezlf'.,\manwhile. the foregastie gun with its
I

and considerable livestock killed.
The storm continued in a north-

easterly direction and did damage at;went to the midship and only remain-|

Shady Grove and Ansley, in Pike coun-
ty.
Relief parties have gone to
scene from LaPine and Luverne.
Petrey had a population of about

250,

I

SHOE PRICES
NOT YET AT TOP.

(By associated I’ress.)

New York, March 27.
tive commiitee of the National Shoe
Dealers’ Association announces that
cloth as a substitute for leather will
be more generally used during the
coming season. Cloth uppers will ap-
pear in a bewildering variety of col-
ors. The association has decided to
appoint a committee to instruct buy-
ers relative to proper combinations of
colors.

“The crest of the wave of high shoe
prices has almost been reached,” said
A. K. Geuting, secretary and treasurer
of the executive commitiee. “By next
fag?i should say, a shoe costing $5
today, will sell for about $6 or $6.50.

MUST MEET AL
 ALLIES DEMANDS

|  For three days and nights, the cap-- Until That is Done Blockade

itain did not leave the bridge and never
'in her 22 years of existence has the
{ American ship been driven so furious-

!

"

ly as she was from the time she pass-]

jed into the zone until she was picked
jup by a pilot.

The journey was virtually without in-

cident until the war zone was reached.
Unusual precautions were taken as
‘goon as the liner passed the Ambrose
light, but as she neared the danger
|point even the life rafts and collaps-
{ible boats were made ready for im-
‘mediate use. Reflectors were strung
‘fore and aft and carbide lights were
|tied along the rails for use in event the
'St. lLouis became the victim of a tor-
pedo or gunfire.

When the St. Louis reached a Brit-
ish port this afternoon,

[atated that no submarine had been
'sighted.

| A government tender, carrving the
American consul general, admirality
'officials and immigration officers, met

| the liner.

PR X RN B X I X K N N R
1 % L]

% LOSSES FROM SUB WARFARE #*
4% — s

#* (Ry Assochated Press.)

% london, March 27.—Loasea of
# merchant vessels amounting to
# more than 420,000 tdgns thus far
# In Mareh have resulted from war
&% monsures of the contral powoers,
# Lord Charles Beresford sald in
# the House of Lords today,
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Will Not be Raised—Lim-
ited Food Supply.

(By Associated Press.)

London, March 27.—Although steps
have been taken to introduce a lim-
ited supply of foodstuffs into Greece,
the blockade against that country
will not be raised until the demunds
of the entente allies have been sat-
isfactorily executed, Lord Robert
Cecil, minister of blockade, told the
House of Commons today.

Replying to a question whether any
deaths by starvaiion had occurred in
Greece, owing to the shortage of food,
Lord Robert said there were reports
of two deaths in January, but the
British government had no official

passengers confirmation of this,

ASSIGNING TROOPS
TO THEIR STATIONS

(Ily Associated Press,)
Chicago, March 27.—The work of

% % % B assigning the various regiments and

battalions of the National Guard
called into the Federal service yes-
terday from the Middle West was be-

I Department.

|

Disposition of the troops I1s being
planned on data gathered by the War

Justilee. They will be assigned

guard important public works, indus-,

trinl plants, and Federal and railroad
property,

the‘!

The execu-:

befell the after-gun
then

i same fate soon

Cemmander Jones

rangd crew.
iiug gun and assisted in keeping it in
jaction.

All this time the Shark was subject-
.ed to very heavy fire from enemy light

'eruisers and destroyers at short range. |

I'The crew of the midship gun was re-
duced to three, of whom one soon was
| badly wounded. A few minutes later,
| Commander Jones was hit by a shell

!which took off his leg above the knee, |

[but he continued to give orders to the
{gun's crew, while a stoker improvised
a tourniquet around his thigh. No-
'ticing that the ensign was mot prop-
;er]y hoisted he gave orders that an-
~other be raised.

' Soon afterward, seeing that the ship
cculd not last much longer and that
'a German destrover was closing in,
‘he gave orders for the surviving mem-
ibers of the crew to put on life beits.
Almost immediately after giving this
|order the Sharp was struck by a tor-
pedo, and sank. “Commander Jones,”
stated the report in conclusion,” un-
fortunately was not among the few
survivors f{rom the Shark, who were

picked up by a neutral vessel in the |

night.”

HIODEN MACHINE
bUNa FOUND

' In Petrograd — Investigation
Into Illegal Acts of Former
Russian Ministers.

(By Assgociated I’ress.)

London, March 27.—A Reuter’s
, special from Petrograd says that a
! special commission has begun an in-
1\-'f-.«;tigation of illegal acts committed
| bv former ministers, heads of depart-
| ments and other oiticials of the old
regime. Abocut 600 machine guns
| have been found hidden in different
i parts of Petrograd.

At the first performance at the
'Marin Opera House since the revohu-
\ tion two members of the Duma execu-
|tiw~. committee addressed
ence from what was formerly the im-
perial box. Delegates of the workmen
and soldiers delivercd speeches from
| another box.

i According tu the

| Rasputin’s body bas
near Petrograd.

1 —

| TREMENDOUS DEMAND.
! FOR STEEL PRODUCTS.

i

.I (By Assoclated Press )
[ New York, March 27.—The tremen-
{ dous demand for steel prodycts was

Bourse QGazette,
been  burned

' ®un today by Major-@eneral Thomas, emphasized today when it was assert-
{ H. Barry, commander of the Central, o0 by trade authorities

that steel
mille had bookea 2,250,000 tons

‘rolled product thus far in March, The

| demand has como chiefly from Bhip-l

Department and the Department of ping, railroad and agricultural inter-
to ests, which are =aid to have taken are unable to compete with shippers

nearly 1,500,090 tons at advancing
prices, Export sales this month are
j estimated at 10 per cent. of the total.
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Debating What Steps He ‘\WillI

Seek at Hands of Congress
As to Germany.

' HITCHCOCK DECLARES

E—

l THREE COURSES OPEN _
West Would Rather Not Have

Declaration as to War—|
- » I
President's Message to Con-

gress Not Completed.

N . (I}y Associated Press.)
l\\-a.v.hmgton. March 27.—President
I Wilson was represented today as stilll

| . A
; having an open mind on exactly what

| siteps he will recommend to Congress |
when it meets in special session nexi!
week, although the preponderance of |
official opinion is that he should ask!
for a declaration that a staie of war
exists between the United States and
Germany.

Prior to a cabinet meeting, at
which details of preparedness meas-

t coock, member of the

Senate foreign
\relatinns committee,

discussed the
After-

| courses, which he believed open

I to
t Congress:

Passage of a resolution endorsing
including the Atlantic Coast Line de-came between her and the enemy and | steps already taken by the Presidenfi

1'r0 place the United States in a state
of armed neutrality, and authorizing

Adoption of a resolution declaring
that . & -state- of warvevxisis- Between
the United States and Germany; and

Adoption cof a declaration of war
against Germany.

Senator Hitchecock said

|
there was

I

PRICE FIVE CENTS,

WELCONE EXTENIED
TETUNED ENGNEERS
Y THE POPULATON

ROADS OF SOUTH
AL30 ASK RAIGE
FREIGHT AATES

Along With Lines of The

Southwest They Join
Other Roads.

BECOME PARTIES
- TO THE PETITION.

Now Seek General Ad-
vance For Inter and In-

| undoubtedly sentiment

for taking the first of the three in-
stead of declaring war or declaring
that a state of war exists.

Other advisers of the President
faking the view that the best step is
a declaration that a state of war ex-
ists are examining precedents in or-
dartpo map out the best course to pur-
sue. ‘ ’

'1'he general expectation is that the
resolution adopted when the TUnited
States went to war with Mexico will
be followed closely in the present sit-
uation. That resolution recited re-
peated acts of aggression on the part
of Mexico against the United States.

The President is not expected to
put his message te Congress into
final shape until just before delivering
it.

Senator Hitchcock made it clear
ithat he went to the White House on
his own initiative.

The President will be ready to go
before Congress at the earliest possi-
ble time after it convenes.

(ING ALBERT
" UNDER FIRE

| While Aeroplaning Over The
German Lines For Obser-
vation Purposes.

(By Associated Press.)

London, March 27.—King Albert of
Belgium on March 18 made a long
airplane flight under fire over the fight-
ing front, according to na Metropole,
a newspaper published here. While
visiting a new flying ground the King
expressed a desire to act as an obser-
vation officer. Accordingly he ascend-
ed with the famous Belgian airman,
Captain Jacquet, at 8:15 p. m. Pre-
ceded by a squadron of fighting planes
the King flew over the whole Belgian
Yser front at a height of 3,000 to 6,000
feet. He made many observations and
took photographs with success.

German anti-aircraft guns kept up
a sustained fire, but no German air-
man ventured in the way of the
king’'s airplane. Subsequentily the
i king discussed his observations with
the general staff,

LOWER GRAIN RATES
; PETITIONED FOR.

(By Associated Press,)

Washington, March 27.—Memphis
Merchants Exchange today petitioned
the Inter-state Commerce Commission
to compel the railroads to grant lower
i freight rates on grain and grain-pro-
ducts from Memphis to Loaigiana
points.

The Exchange contends that be-
cause of high rates, Memphis shippers

and manufacturers at St. Louis, Kan-
lm City, Omaha and other cities along

in the West|

tra-State Rates.

(¥ Associated I’ress.)
[ Washington, March 27.—Railroads

of the south and southwest today
joined eastern and western lines in
requesting the Interstate Commerce
Commission to amend its rules so as

to permit a general advance in freight
rates.

Carriers in
try are now

all sections of the coun-
represented in applica-
tions looking to a general advance.

In opening the railroads’ presenta-
tion of the situation their spokesman
announced today that advances on in-
trastate as well as interstate rates will
be sought.

Fairfax Harrison, president of the
Southern railway, appeared for the
southern roads, and B. F. Bush, receiv-
er of the Missouri Pacific, for the
southwestern lines.

Hale Holden, president of the Chi-
cago, Burlington and Quinecy railway,
opened the argument for the western
recads. Mr. Holden based his applica-
tion for an increase in freight rates on
these grounds:

the Adamson law.

Increased wages to other employes,
some already granted, and others like-
ly to follow in the immediate future.

Increased cost of locomotive fuel.

Increased cost of materials.

Increases in prices of equipment.

Higher taxes.

to the interstate commission first be-

mission grant their petition there
would be less difficulty in obtaining
authority to increase intrastate rates
from the various State boards and
commissions, Such applications, he
said, would follow a ruling in the pres-
ent instance.

To meet inecreases in wages and
materials already effective, Mr. Bush

‘have to be made by the Southwestern
lines as followings::

Missouri Pacific, 18 per cent.;
Frisco, 20; Cotton Belt, 21.4; Mis-
souri, Kansas & Texas, 21, and Chi-
cago, Rock Island & Pacific, 18.9 per
cent, ’

Mr. Bush said that unless a gen-
eral advance in rates was granted
and unless State authorities co-oper-
ated in advancing intrastate rates,
the only alternative was government
ownership.

RUSSIAN ROYALTY
GIVE UP PROPERTY.

(By Associated Press.)
Petrograd (Via London), March 27.
—The grand dukes

to the provisional government today,
not only formally associate them-
gselves with the abdication of Grand
Duks Michael, but also turn over to
the new government their official
wealth, namely, their holdings of
crown lands and other state grants

the Mississippl and Missouri rivers. lheretol‘ore attaching to the station,

Tnereased wages to trainmen under!

Mr. Holden said the roads had comei

cause they felt that should the com-|

'told the commission advances would’

and the royal!
princes, in a joint telegram addressed |

i Parade Reviewed By Gover-
' nor Thos. W. Bickett From
Orton Balcony.

LUNCHEON TENDERED
BOYS AT THE ARMORY

Buildings Were Draped in
Flags and Patriotic Banners
Told Plainer Than Words
How Glad The City Was to
See Her Soldiers.

Wilmington turned out en masse
today at noon to welcome her re-
turnad soldier boys. Front street was
lined with happy-faced individuals,
who gave vent to their pent up feel-
ings 'm shouts and handclapping as

rront sircet to Market, and thence
te the Wilmington Light Infantry
armory, where a reception and lunch-
eon was tendered them,

The 1eception was a royal one.
the returned soldiers swung up the
city's principal thoroughfare to the
stirring music furnished by the Wil-
niington 'rum and Bugle Corps, it
was pla nly evident {o them that the
city was glad to have them back.
One could almost smell the alkali,
jand there was that atmosphere about
the boys that made it possible for one
to picture the rolling plains of Texas
 #nd the mountains in the distance.

i Old Glory occupied her place. The
proudest flag in all the world floated
‘majestically from the many buildings
"lining Front street, and urchins too
fsnwall to be out alone promenaded
, bromiscuously with the flag in their
hands. It was a sight that one will
not soon forget, for as the stiff wind
I tkar was blowing whipped Old Glory
rdgainst the buildings the full realiza-
| ticp of what the flag represents
t dawned forcibly on the minds of all.
l Frovidence was kind, for afte
| showering all morning Old Sol peeped
iout from behind a rifht in the clouds
and shed his benign smile down on
the glad scene. The cloudg lifted en-
tirely just before the parade started
at 12:20, and the whole city was
flooded with golden sunlight.

As the parade moved up Front
street it was cheered wildly by the
crowd. Governor Thomas W. Bickett
reviewed the grand spectacle from.
the upper balcony of the Orton hotel,
and the camera man was on the job,
busily grinding his machine and re-
cording the varying emotions of the
crowd.

The parade was led by Chief Mar-
shal Donald MacRae and his assist-
gams, with the Wilmington police
force coming next. The department
.made a sgplendid showing in its blue
uniferms. Then came the city offi-
lcials in machines, followed by the
| drum corps, the members dressed in
"linen dusters and Uncle Sam hats,
'with miniature flags waving from the
terowns. Just in advance of the drum
corps were three dusterclad men
|carrying a mammoth flag. The ban-
i ner, reading “Wilmington for Wil-
son,” was wildly cheered ag it moved
slowly up the street.

The Wilmington Light Infantry
made an excellent showing, it ocecu-
1 Pying a position just to the rear of
 the drum corps.

And then came the Engineers, led
by Captain George Gillette. Their
Fovation surpassed even the expecta-
i tions of the most optimistic.” Ag the
stern-faced boys moved up  the - street
cheering broke out all along the line.
The mounted members of the com-
pany came close on their heels and
the Texas ponies ridden by the boys
appeared to enjoy the ovation as much
as their riders. '

The young ladies in the garb of
Red Cross nurses occupied the next
:position, and they made a beautiful
]spectacle. Clad in white, they repre-
"sented in the fullest extent the min-
iistering angel of the battlefield. The
rear of the procession was brought
up by the veterans of the Civil War.
| They were transported in automo-
l (Continued From Page 8ix.)
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