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Depreciated Currency of An
' Future For American

Unappreciated . People—The
Capital in The Land of

The Awakening Bear

«“The Russian army is well supplied ten years old}):
with hate.” Such was the statement of ardently patriotic ruled by a family

Imagine a people

Sven Hedin, the tamous Swedish au-|of another nation—the ex-Czar Nich-

thor, made a few months after the
N ing, shoes,|half-German Catharine and her Ger-

they had|man consort Peter; his wife, the ex-
Practically all

European war began.‘ Cloth
food, guns, ammunition;
none of these. ~

also were Germans by direct descent.

Czarina, a Hessian.

“It was the custom of the Russianof the high officials of .the government

battalions to charge the

enemy'also were Germans by direct decent,

trenches in four ranks. The first rank {Sturmer, lately the chief power in the

was armed with guns.
of that rank fell the
picked up the guns,

second

",

arm themselves—";
ticeable quaver in the voice of

his unhappy fellow countrymen.
Such was the condition of the Rusa-
sian Arymy tut a little over a month
ago. The condition of the Russian
people may well be surmised; the

character of the government respon-

sible for such wanton sacrifice may be
estimated.

“The population of Petrograd, -in-
censed by the complete disorganization
of transport services and alimenta-
tien, had been irritated for a long
time against the government and had
become restless.” So runs the mild
account permitted to reach Sayville,
via Berlin, on the 15th of March.

“Alimentation,” as an euphemism
for “starvation,”” and the gentleness
of the world “irritate” are worthy of
a more subtle diplomacy than Berlin
hag yet displayed. In any event it is
evident that the irritation must have
bpeen somewhat aggravated by sub-
sequent events; for it would seem im-
possible that mere irritation could de-
throne an autocrat and depose a gov-
ernment.

Hundreds for Fifty-three.

During the last three vears the
whole history of Russian finance has
been influenced by the insidious- in-
trigues at work within the court circle
at Petrograd. The sudden and start-
ling shift of the balance of trade be-
tween this countryv and Russia might
well have accounted for a consider-
able depression in the wvalue of the
Russian ruble; but scarcely any eco-
nomic condition, however favorable,
could have counterbalanced the ever-
present suspicion that there was some-
thing very rotten in the state of Ro-
manoff, and the natural mistrust and
timidity by such an uncertain situa-
tion.

For thirty-two months now, or ever
-since that fateful month of August
in 1914, the Russian ruble has steadily
depreciated from its par value of 51.46
—its normal value being fifty-one and

—

forty-six hundredths cents in Ameri-| . ST
. fmanecing cgnditions were unusually

can money—until in the middle of

¢ . March it reaehed its -éxtreme dow re-»]

cord of 27.70. In short, a hundred dol-
.Jars worth of Russian rubles could
then have been bought for about fifty-
three dollars in American gold. Since
then there has been a very slight rise.

To any one interested in the invest-
ment of capital in foreign countries!
the present situation in Russia offers
a fascinating study. What influence
"the recent revolution will have upon
"the nation cannot yet be estimated; in
a republican community such as the
‘United States everyone is, of course,
“inclined to take an optimistic view
of any overthrow of despotism, It is
;a.gainst such excess of optimism that
Samuel McRoberts, vice-president of

" “the National City bank, warns Amer-

‘ica in a recent statement. “There is
.the danger,” says Mr. McRoberts,
l' “that American investors will get

such a rosy impression of the pre-
_, sent situation in Russia and of the
, brogresg which has been made to-
“ward the achievement of a republic
. as to be utterly surprised if any of
_ the usual obstacleg in a governmental
transformation manifest themselves.”
Pomegranates and Sealskin.

The really vital point in any con-
sideration of Russia as a present or
» future field for investment is not Rus-
sia as influenced by the revolution
but Russia itself. Again Mr. Me-
: Roberts emphasizes this ‘point by
saying: “Optimism on the future of
. investments in Russia and in Russian
bonds was not based on faith in the
+ future of any one dynasty or of any
one form of government, but on the
- conviction that nothing can prove a
permanent obstacle to, the ultimate
destiny of the country”. And in order
.to understand Russia it is necessary
to know something of the history and
the people of the greatest of all world

/ nations.

We of the United States with our
usual star-spangled banner buoyancy,
have gotten into the habit of refer-
ring to our country as the greatest on
-the earth. Finally this is perhaps
true; but from the point of view of
size, of area, population, or the.extent

~ of natural resources we are coddling
ourselves in a pleasant delusion. Rus-
' sia, with her eight and a half million
square miles. could swallow up the
: whole continent of North America
| with a small slice of South America
_ thrown in for good measure. Russia,
with her one hundred and eighty mil-
r lions of people, has almost as many
! inhabitants as the whole western
; hemisphere. And the natural resour-
‘oes, in agriculture, in _timber, in
%metals, have been scraped on the sur-
, face. And picture a country with so
: wide a range of climate that among
~its exports are numbered pomegran-
‘ates, oranges and cotton; sealskin,
ermine, and the ivory tusks “of the
. pleistocene mammoth. .
The “Stolypin's Necktie” Regime.
That is a suggestion of the limitless
future of the Russian people. Now
'a world as to their past. Imagine a
people of a hundred and eighty mil-
-lions with one .hundred and twenty-
four millions—more people than live
in all Canada and the United States—
unable fo read or write (and these
figures do not include children under

i

When the men
rank

When the second
_ rank fell the third line were able to
there was a mno-
the
Russian now a professor in Yale Uni-
versity, when the other night he so
Jdescribed the bopeless gallantry of

ministry, with a distinetly German
name. Consider that the most in-
fluential individual in Russia was for
years an illiterate peasant from Si-
beria who masqueraded as a monk,
and whose religion had its roots in
the most wanton practices of emotion-
a1 degeneracy. Given such rulers,
their hands upheld by a felt-footed
legion of secret police over whom
practically no restraint was placed;
|given a premier such as Stolypin who
'used the hangman’s noose 8o fre-
quently that his victims were genially
pointed out as having received the
decoration of “Stolypin’s necktie”;
given Siberia askhe penalty for felony
or political intrigue, and the ste=l
knotted knout as sentence for the
slightest misdemeanor; and finally giv-
en a people so proud in tradition and
so sensitive to disgrace that a whip-
ping received by the head of a peas-
ant family meant that that man could
never face the world again but must
perforce seek his only surcease in
suicide, and it may be a little more
possible to understand the plight of
the Russian millions.

That ig the past of the Russian peo-
ple, a past that America has been abie
to know nothing of, even through the
small seepage of native literature—
and most of that garbled—that has
found its way to the American reader.
A melancholy, passive, fatalistic peo-
ple? “More like Americans than any
people in Europe,” is Mr. McRoberts
observation.

Less Than Our Debt Per Capita.

But what of the safety of future in-
vestment in Russian enterprise; what
of the present market afforded in the
purchase of Russian rubles?

The TUnited- States is

This, together with the present debt)
of the country of one billion dollarsl{
will impose a tax of about $80 on every!
individual. Russia has so far borrow-
ed about ten billions. Together with|
her present debt of about three bil- |
liong every Russian will be indebted
to the extent of about $72.22. So, man
for man, Russia after nearly t.l:lr.c:e|
vears of war will not be quite so deep-,
ly involved as the United States, with
active war still ahead.

Add to this the recollection that

sognd in this=toumtry immediately at«_q
ter the Civil War notwithstanding th
fact that the Boer capita debt was
then just about $100. Russia, if neces-
sary, can borrow .about five billions
more — or half again as much as has
already been secured—before the per|
capita debt will equal that of our fa-
thers.
Forest Bigger Than Texas

To the average American the com-
parative figures recently given out by |
Ivan Narodny, vice-president of the
Russian-American-Asiatic corporation,
may well prove surprising. In timber
lands Russia leads the world, a single
forest in Siberia being larger than
the State of Texas. Wheat, oats,
barley, rye;
duces in greater quantity than this
couniry. The total amount of Russian
cattle, sheep, pigs, horses, and other
domestic animals is larger than that
of any other country; while the value
of the catch of fish is greater by two
than that of any other nation. '

Never looked upon as anything of
an industrial nation it is pevertheless
true that Russia’'s flour production
leads the world, while in textile manu-

Vast tracts of coa' and hundreds of
square miles of oil fields are among
'from the very natureRussia’s other as-
lsets. while in the value of gold pro-
duced Russia is second only to this
|country. All this development has
been, of course, in the face of the most
serious obstacles, not only from in-
ternal sources but from the very na-
ture of* the country, unsettled, wild,
almost unexplored as it is; with its
only ports during war time ice-bound
‘six months in the year.
Enter—The Movies,

The American investor who seeg in
Ithe opportunity of buying Russian
rubles at about 54 per cent. of their
par value a chance to make about 85
per cent. on his investment should, of
course, consider not only the unset-
tled condition of the government, the
possibility of a greatly prolonged dura-
ition of the war, and the probable fi-
nancial strength of Russia at its term-
ination; but he must also take into
consideration the fact that no t in a
single year of peace can the bala.ce
of Russia's trade with the TUniced
. States \be completely retrieved. In
the recent years when the Russian
ruble was worth its full par value of
a trifle over fifty-one cents, Russia’s
exports to the United States were al-
west equal to, and in one year—1913—
in excess of, her imports from this
country. _

It will certainly take some time to
re-establish the old trade relations
which prevailed before the war; not
even the United States settled its gov-

ernment secure in the saddle im-
mediately ‘after ‘our revolution. All
of these things take time. But when

once peace comes, wher once again
Russia is open to us, and the more
open in that it will be bound by the
ties of friendship and alliance; there
would appear to, be a wonderful field
open for the American investor.Even
now plans are being laid to take ad-
vantage of the welcome of the new
Russia; even now big business hag its
cqntuf-veremedi,eforeTAOIN
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all of these Russia pro-|

factures that country is a good third. ’

Uncle Jack Kn cked the ashes out

ever the banister and asserted his
rights as a true American citizen by
gitting with his feet higher than his
head. About that time little Tom

'a huge watermelon.
torteq Uncle Jake, *“yo’
know how to tech dis nigger’s heart,
for dis am a fine million, it sho’ Lord

is.”

darkey feel under obligations to him.
“Now for a story Uncle Jake,”
Tom.

“One time Mr. Turkey Buzzard he
in’ fer ole cholery hogs to die, so as
how he could knaw deir bones and he

'doins o’ de worl’ at large.”
| “He soon foun’ a Bee Hive an’ tho't
he jes’ take a peep in dar to see how

did he poke his bill into other folkses
business dan dem bees jes Kivered
him an’ dey run into hig fedders back-
eend fo’ most an’ law honey, dat Buz-
zard sho’ did flap his wings an’ cut
some kin’ o’ capers an’ he soon ’cided
dat dem wont no healthy diggins fer
a 'spectable Buzzard and he hir de
grit he did.” “You mean he hit the
air, don’t you Uncle Jake,” said Tom.
“Now look here” said the old darkey
lin an injured tome, “Is I tellin’ dis
story, or is yo’ tellin” it?”

“Go ahead” said Tom.” “Well den
dat Buzzard he flew on an’ on till he
foun' a bird’s nest away out on de end
of a long swingin® lim’ an’ so he light-
ed dar an’ de lim’ swung away down
wid him. an’ he soon diskivered dat
he dun foun’ a Bee-Martin’s nest an’
he 'gun to tell de Bee-Martin how on-
gentlemanly dem bees acted in his
presence an’ dat dey had stung him
{ so had dat his eyes wuz done stuck
out on stems an’ he- swore eternal
friendship to de Bee-Martin ef he'd jes
promis’ to feed dem little birdlets on
bees.” Now Bre'r Rabbit was close
'by gittin’ him a chaw of dis ole ‘Rab-
;bit terbacker an’ when he heard what
ide Buzzard tole de Bee-Martin he tuck
‘one good look at de disappearance o’
dat ole scavinger an’ he ject lack to
busted rite wide open an' laff so big
dat he los’ his chaw o' terbacker an’

|

- otal now quite geareq de Buzzard almost into spas-
cheerfully anticipating the floation of | modies an’' so de Buzzard flapped his
something like seven billion dollars.|whings and flew away an’ up went dat-

lim' and slung dem little Bee-Martins
eye fixed upon the East; even now one
of the largest and strongest financial
corporations in this country is plan-
ning to introduce into every Russian
town one of our greatest American

enterprises. Automobiles? Farm-
tractors?( Fountain pens? Rubber
heels? Chewing gum? Not at all.

What else of course but—the movios

of his corn-cob pipe, threw his feet

Brown entered bringing the old darkey
“Well, well” re-
show _ does

Tom had a habit of going to the
home of Uncle Jake to hear him tell
folk-lore stories and he would bring
some" little gift along to make the old

said

“Well if I mus’ I recken I mus' den,
so Tl tell vo’ some o’ de trials an’
tribulashuns of Mr. Turkey Buzzard.”
dun,got tired sittin’ on de fence wait-

shuck all de loose fedders out o’ his
whings an’ away he flew to watch de

de little fellers lived, an’ no sooner

AT RE By SRS INEASL

e e P E¢E PSS e+ P ¥ out dn’ da fell on de gro opel

* % . #|corpses an’ dat oledmdther Bee-Martin
o HEART-THROBS. #|jes got 80 mad at de Buzzard for mur-
Es . : & |derin’ dem pore little 'innocent dar-
L (By “Smiling Jonas.” % lins dat she :tuck ount after dat wan-
5 : - % |dering Buzzard an® sat on his back an’
G b bbb P P+ k&P P pecked him till he got clean out o’

sight an’ to dis-day da Bee-Martin
|will sho’ Lord¢ peck a Buzzard ebry
time he getg'a '‘tunity; “so mow Tom
jes watch "éem for yo'se€lf an’ see ef
I ain’t dun tole yo’ de Lor’s troof.”

one” said Tom as he darted out at.the
door.
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Free factory sites and other sights
coming in short order. So be it.

It has been a long time since Hil-
ton left Barbadoes and sailed up the
Cape Fear River and found the In-
dian Chief Watcoosa on Big Island and
just imagine his surprise when the
red-faced warrior made the palefaced
explorer a present of his two lovely
daughters. T have endeavored to tell
this story in verse and in the language
of James Larkin Pearson, I will say
that
“They may not be perfect in measure,
The rhyming may often be rough:
But still T have found it a pleasure
To write them and that is enough.”

Watcoosa.
On what is now “Big Island,
Upon the old Cape Fear;
|Watcoosa and his warriors
Lived on year after year.

In A. D. sixteen sixty three,
Along towards its close,
The Indian Chief Watcoosa
Met men from Barbadoes.

The Chief with forty warriors,
To make a grand display;
Came forth to meet the strangers
On one November day.

Watcoosa was the spokesman
And eloquent he grew;

But no one understood him
Except his dusky crew.

 While Captain Hilton listened,
With wonder in his eyes;

It came all unexpected,

A great but sad surprise.

The Chief’'s two lovely daughters,
With dark and flowing hair,
Were given Captain Hilton

And placed within Tis care.

‘He thought of Mrs. Hilton
And wondered what she'd do,
/1f those two charming maidens

Remained among his crew.

He gave the Chief a hatchet
And set the maidens free;
But promised four days later,
To take them out to sea.

Poor, foolish, dusky damsels,

For vears they watched and vearned;
But faithless Hilton left them:

And nevermore returned.

“Thanks Uncle Jake,” that’s a good.
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#| Emma McCaig, fourth grade student |*% Edward Koom{. and

& e B b P o b b b b P * ¥ |of our school, was the fortunate win-|® .

: . , ner of the girls’ first prize of $7.50 of- [ s o & & & -

We are very busy finishing up the foreq by the Ratary Club for the ten Plreea,,
work of the year and preparing a DIay |p.qt reasons why Wilmington ahould’ The Hemenway sciqq) Kiia /4

which
night. The story of the play is al
1vis.it made to Mother Goose by her!
‘daughter the Old Woman Who Lived
in a Shoe, with her large family of
!children and we like to sing the
Mother Goose rhymes as much as the
jsmaller children. We are very much
interesteqd in hearing the good reports
jof our friends concerning their gar-
dens and we enjoy telling about our
own equally as well. |

The Fourth grade, A, planted forty .
gaddens this spring and nineteen

from these gardens.

ITEMS OF INTEREST CONTRIBUTED BY PUPIIg
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is to be given next Tuesda}'.have free factory sites.

'busy ones for the entire student body
‘of
promotion card and
hard to get it.

did manner.
echool this spring than ever beforel
and very few rooms have had tardies;
recently.

: grade students carred off first honors
families have already had vegetables and will be awarded the prize offered
We wanted to v gorosis

of
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 duced into its curriey
rta_ctlcs and drill of 1}
]prmcipal as Drill y

The 7 nat o g
Everyone wants a. boys are catching oy 4,

i ! jvery quickly e ang
is working ver oz '
g y The Hemenway schoal e

.apnoun(}e that Lthree out of

|8ix prizes for the factopy mi‘m. b
{sons were won by the chijde.,
school. The other thre. gLl L R
to other schools in 1oy o

the banner school. Tj, \\:r'm..‘:h ¥ig
prizes were as follows: :
Joe Stone; Leroy Plyler wooond o'
Bernice McDonald, Ihn-.!’, 0 =0 b,
Stone is a member of M. |"l.| Josey
grade, LeRoy Plyler oAy

Int

Hum 1y,
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The coming two weeks will be very

army wy

astor gy

the school.

Our attendance keeps up in a splen-
Fewer pupils have left

Prizes yoo

contest for
the Fourth

In the ticket selling
‘Alice in Wonderland”

of The
First, g2

have school gardens on the vacant]
land opposite the school building which
was offered us by Mr. Trask but were,
unable to get it fenced ig.

We were delightfully entertained;
by Mr. Wallace Tuttle, a member of,
the Red Path Chautaugqua Company,
|nn Tuesday. Following is a list of
|

the grades having no tardies: First,
grades—Niss Borden, seven weeks;
Miss Williams, four weeks; Migs
(Riley, four wekks; Miss Cameron,
three weeks.
Eleanor Harriss,

four weeks;

Miss IEssie Harriss, four weeks;[
Fourth grade, Miss Julia Faison, four,
weeks.

A ROYAL VISITOR

the headline. The writer of

'Brooklyn gardner.

line should look up the records. There:n-lentg for co-operation bc_-tw-e_en the was out of the question in the case|the Arctic and attained
are scores of big-timers ahead of the, United States and her allies in \

a ripple on the social surface were it
the Duke of the Abruzzi.

Second grades—Miss, and are bound together by pleasant
Miss! memories of the visits paid by the
Kate Faison, four weeks; Third gr‘ade,IDuke'tO this city in days gone Dby.

Washington remembers the Duke as!
a thoroughly good fellow,
i abundance of savoir faire, an adven-

turer in the highest sense ‘of the|Yarborough's room have heen Sl00ss
word, and, in short, an Italian edition|ful so far in piling up a “Ny 7.0,
of the American rough rider, who felt record for thirty consceutive wet,

n!'|h.

iin highly
FOR WASHINGTON  ne sat at the Roosevelt fireside on

]the occasion of his previous visgits to

! mf* of the high-spirited American
lwar, and the securing of an Ameri- And thus the intermational romance before.

IS ¢ 1m

!Mrs. Brock's room, :nluul'ti:n“m!""'
Donald is a member of \
LeGwin's Eli:‘,’ltth grade, \Mr
Moor, president of the Rotary
presented the prizes in m‘.'“
checks to the winners oy Wedneeh
morning. The principul, on ],..Ial.h‘,.v
the school, thanked Prosjgey, "}"
Moore for the opportuniiy 1h‘» Rots
Club extendeqd to the schuool 1o m
the prizes. iy

On Thursday morning v, 0
Rehder visited the school .-”H'[‘,',. ,,,J_‘l‘
the moving picture camorg ;,ll‘i'.'g"..:
pictures of the school and I"ii'|”lll
'also the building. T

Miss VonGlahn's

€rnice .

liss Ky

can loan for Italy.

Entertaining royal and other dis-
tinguished visitors from abroad has
become such a matter of course with
Washington that the visit of the
Duke of the Abruzzi would not cause

28Dy
!tngL

'y
lub,

[“r'l[l {0

the fact that the visitor is
For Wash-
ington and the Duke are old friends

not for

with an

roomn  ang y 4

congenial company when

—_—

was shattered. The Duke

!I""ﬂ.j;

Washington, D. C., May 5.—Having/| this country. I]rlim"’?lff to ;'“_" end of the varh op
scarcely recovered from the topsy-! And who has forgotten the roman- aftl;l' Jth ?);D “.I:m;'nl' and Miss Elkine
turviness into which the city was|tic story of how the Duke of the th-Wil': ni;‘”')‘hig'ifl}-"mm'h. years, beea
plunged by the recent visit of Gen-| Abruzzi wooed the then Miss Kath- Quilet- '%'dalf}- Hite,
eral Joffre, Arthur J. Balfour, M. Vi-ferine Elkins, daughter of the late | powever d{h'p'u ]!(_J,m_r this  romane
viani and other world notables, Wash-| Senator Elkins, of West Virginia, and | many SRR IIal s the Abruz;
ingion in eager expectancy is await-| one of the belles of Washington? For| he has distin I:iuh;-llmfh 0_fame, fon
ing the arrival of a guest of world-|a space of several years the rumors|iha fields of %Y 'm.f[-”mf'” n bolh
wide fame from acress the water, and | of an engagement between Miss El- In 1909 khﬂ" (“_]?1 Il‘f1m]n ,1’]111 *eionte
a royal guest to boot. The distin- kins and the Italian duke occupied a | ¢climbs and nbé:'r:'l':l'i o Rk
guished visitor now awaited is Prince| prominent place in the American |jlayas which ,;qt,”‘,“:;:}f] M Tl Hiny
Luigi, Duke of the Abruzzi. This!press. According to the stories print-| the third hieheot mo o L
royval nersonage, for he is the king of, ed at the time the Duke tried in vain | world. Broad pt-'.ﬁ-{].- mufurff'”. o
Italy’s cousin, and his own father!to obtain the consent of his royal rel-| g height 0} 2-1‘5..'}_\'\,!1“"[ Al
was once king of Spain, is coming'atives to his marriage with Miss Ei-| the Duke has '{r,'h"iq '(.,.-.].” o,
over at the head of an Ifalian mis- kins. The family remained obdurate.|the Arctic ol T o '.(I"i_':\"'”[""‘
sion having for its objoct the same’ Without their consent Miss EIkins | In 1897 he made an Gamorial Al
putrpose accomplished by the recent:could not become the Duchess 0f|S: Blias ”w‘gig."m.(:"“'r_"}_' Of Mount

“Wheat hits highest figures” says,K delegates from England and France, the Abruzzi, and it was equally cer- Hl[lnﬂ;.it 'o‘n the l:mn:ii-;p-v'llsm{h‘m
that | namely, the perfection of arrange- tain that a “left-handed” m'arriage]"rhrpé years later |t,'.|'j,,11;1'-n,‘.':.'

a point far

girl. ther north than had ever been roachd
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$200, the price you want t

any computation.

We Are
Open
at Night

solely by its intrinsic value.

is paid for before you know it.

We. have Columbia instruments that conform to every

1equirtment of cost or surrounding. Between $!5 and

o pay is met by an instrument

that gives you the money's worth, even if measured

Measured by its musical

quality and its capacity for bringing you “‘all the music
of all the world""’ the money value is multiplied beyond
And any Columbia Grafonola may

be purchased on terms so satisfactory that tiie instrument

You can buy any ma-

chine in the store on easy credit terms.

All the Music of all the world, and most of
the fun of it, too, is yours the moment
| you own Qa---

Columbia Grafonola!

A wor'd re:garding our service: Our stock of Columbia Grafonolas and Columbia Double-Disc Records is
all new. If-: will give us pleasure to play the instruments or records for you, whether you purchase or not, and
we will assist you in making selections, no matter how small the purchase.

Columbia Double-Disc Recoi'ds

Come in and let us play them for you.
NEW MAY RECORDS ON SALE NOW

Played on any instrument, are indeed a tone revelation to most people.

Green’s Drug Store

Columbia Double-Disc Records give you an unlimited
variety of music. Not only the voices of the great artists
of opera, in solo and concerted numbers; not only the
recordings of the world's greatest masters of the violin
and the piano; but the music of the great orchestrasand
bands, and of the soloists of those organizations and the
songs and humor of the stars of every stage—music for
your every mood &nd for every occasion that music
meets; music for the quiet family hour, for the cheer of

visitors, for the dance, for indoors or outdoors, at home

at the club, and in the school.

New Records
Every 20th
of the Month




