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EATED at he:r little desk in the

 sitting-room at the rear of their
afth-floor flat, -Aunt. Rachel wrote
vapidly, her lips tightly. compressed,
while Tod, hunched on the chair be-
side her, stared blankly across the
seep gulf of space separating their
rack windows from the flats on the
next street.

Tt did seem as though matters al-
ways went wrong with him somehow.
His mother had died when he was five
years old. Tod could remember her,
and, all of these six years he had
lived since, he had never seen an-
other woman like her; in fact, he
often wondered whether God ever
made another such mother.

Then—that happened—and after-
vards, it seemed as though daddy
joved him double so he was al-
inost as happy as ever, until the hor-
4ble day when poor daddy was
ought home on a stretcher.

That settled the big house in the
ceuntry. Now Aunt Rachel had come
to ¥ve in New York in a little fiat,
where a boy must walk on his tip-toes,
ang never holler nor dance nor any-
ing. _

After Uncle Jack had kissed Acnt
Rsehel and Tod good-bye, he started
gt west, and ever since moncy had

. come avery month from him to pay
the rent and buy food and things.
_ K seemed as though Uncle Jack was
th:re now—just outside the window,
gazing, with his kind, wistfyl smile,
wtraight into Tod’s face. Uncle Jack’s
eyes were exactly like daddy’s. How
he missed him! Of course, Aunt
Rachel was awful good to him, only
the couldn’t always understand.

She had finished her letter and was
speeking to him.

“Tod,” she said, in her slow, quiet
way, “it’s only fair that I should read
you just whet I’'m telling Uncle Jack
about this sad matter.” _
. “My Dear Brother: Tod has hope-
‘essly disgraced himself and us. Our
neighbor, Mrs. Wentworth, has just
deen here to see me, with her young
son, Richard. Such a pair of black
ayss as that boy has! His face is a
sight! And this is the brutal work
af our boy. '

“You can imagine how I felt when,
cernered by our questions. Tod afl-
mitted that he had ‘knocked ,Dick
¢:wn three times and a half,” but
denied that he had, struck the boy
Thile down. —He concluded by impu-
dently* explaining, ‘I licked him the
Lest T could, and did it fair.’

“Anything more than this I have
neen unable to get out of Tod. His
Atubborness is an entirely new trait.
i don’t know what to make of it.
. “One thing is positive. I cannot
e accountable—even for the son of
lImr beloved brother Frank—when the
c¥ not only involves himself and me
With our neighbors, but, wo

still |

=

is a erisis, which, for the sake of Tod's
own future, must be met. Tod says,
‘I'm willing te take whatever’s com-
ing to me from Uncle Jack.’ Please
let me hear from you, and tell me
exactly what is to be dome.

“Yoftr distracted and affectionate

sister. _
“RACHEL.”
She paused after the last words.
Tears were brimming over Tod’s eye-
Jids and rolling down his cheeks;
but his eyes were blinking bravely up
at her, and his tense mouth showed
no sign of surrender.
“Is that letter a perfectly true
statement, Tod?” inquired Aunt
Rachel, judicially.
“Yes,” Tod replied slowly, with
gloomy candor, “yes, I guess it’s all
true.”
“One last opportunity you shall
have,” said Aunt Rachel. “Teod, be-
fore this letter goes off, I ask you
azain: are you sorry?”
“I’m sorry you're sorry; but—but
I ain’t sorry I licked him.”
~ Aunt Rachel heaved a deep high.
“Ars you willing to go to Mrs.
Wentworth and apologize to her and
Richard?” :
The line of Tod’s mouth grew
thinner. He gritted his teeth.
“Nope!” _
“Very well,” said Aunt Rachel,
“that settles it. Now, take the letter
and mail it. You see, in spite of
everything, I still trust you.”
Then he went into the little station-
ery store and asked for a postal card.
“You’ll find pen and ink over there

address the card here,” volunteered
the man.
Laboriously,
scrawling.
“Dear Uncle Jack: I aintasbadas
Ant Rachel thinks. hears wat I can
not tell her. Dick Wentworth he sed
to me your ant is a pickl face sowr
old made. I sed to him shes bin a
good ant to me & you ar a liar.
Korse I new that ment a fite but I
could not think of any other word that
was troo. then the fellas all yelled
smash him Dick soke him hard. that
wats the matter with his eyes.
“your sorrying &

neffew
“7OD BARRET.”
It seemed a weary time to Aunt
Rachel before Uncle Jack’s reply
came. When she had glanced quickly
through it, she droppe

qu . succeeded in

what your uncle replies,” she said. -
Tod gazed at Her, hungrily. \

“%ets me at defiance. I fael that this

at that little desk if you want to}

effekshunit |

d it upon the

got th
‘ought to have had his
too.”

“Sure

quit!”’

to the disappointing letter:

“My Dear Sis: I dc_;n"l: think Tod's
’

tn von and tha baw.

unt Rach

**Can you lasso?’* murmured Tod

stubborn; but since you tell me he
won't talk, it follows that you haven’t
heard both sides. Now, it wouldn’t
surprise me if that little scamp who
e beautiful pair of black eyes
nose smashed

thing !’ burst in Ted, with
fervor, his eyes shining; ‘“but he

Aunt Rachel gazed at him desper-
ately for half a minute then turned

«] have to be in New York the end
of this morth on important business.

desk, exclaiming in gshocked tones:
“QOh, that terrible west! 1t makes|I hope, before my return here, to be;
people absolutely heartlesst This is{able to settle Tod—who seems to

be your worst problem—once for al
“Meantime, Jove and good wishes

:

“Your affectionate brether,
JACK.™
“There!” said Aunt Rachel, deter-
mined to make at least one point.
“I told you he would be severe. No-
tice what he says: he will settle you,
Tod, once for all!”- ~ _
At length Uncle Jack came, ac-
companied by a small traveling trunk.

Jack, when the breathless greetings
were over, “make yourself useful, and
unpack that trunk for me.” . °

“By myself?” gasped Tod, incredul-
ously. - _ :

“Sure! Aren't you big and ugly
enough to take things out of a box?
Get busy, while I talk to Aunt
Rachel.”
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“Here, you Tod!” laughed Uncle|SP

child unpeck your trunk, Jack?” in-
quired Aunt Rachel nervously.
“Sure! I want to talk with you.
I'm full of news.”

“But—but, are fhere any guns and
things in it ” L
“One of the finest six-shooters Colt
ever made—but it’s not loaded; I
just brought it along to get some
extra parts.” -
«What's thig, Uncle Jack?” Tod
had come to the bottom of the trunk
where there lay a long, curiously
braided rope.. B

«That? It's a lariai—a lasso, you
know.” - -
“Can you lesso?” murmured Tod,

with awe, as pictures of galloping
cowboys with whirling lariats floated
through his wondering mind. e
“Oh, I'm some larist tosser by this
time,” admitted Uncle Jack modestly.
“Come up here on the roof, and I'l
show you how I can tie you in a
bundle while you run.”
The next morning they were all up
extra early, because Uncle Jack had
to go downtown on that “important
business” about which he had written.
While Uncle Jack was downtown,
Tod took th~ lariat into the sitting-
roora and t..ed to lasso the chairs.
Finally, he left it on the floor; and,
seating himself at the window in his
favorite posture, h® gazed thought-
fully into the big well of space be-
tween the blocks %f high houses.- _
Suddenly, he became aware that a
man's face, directly on a level with
his own, was smiling into his from the
heart of that space.
Just midway between the two
gh telegraph pole
each yard; but it
telegraph wires. To
metal pulleys were
attached with a double clothes line,
so that the tenants could hang their
clothes on the line and haul them
out of their back windows into ﬂ}a
big space to dry on wash days. Big
gpikes were driven on alternate sides
of each pole. - It was up these spikes
that the man had climbed.
“Hey, therel—yor ic :
thing!” yelled Tod, pointing to a
metal pulley hanging on one of the
ikes. :
“0Oh, L don
plained the man, as he

was planted in
wasn't used for
each pole strong,

t .some-

't want that one,” ex-

continued with-
out a stop, and hu;riedly disappeared.

“It’s a dandy pulley all the same!”
thought Tod 'admiringly. 3
Uncle Jack’s lariat would just fit it!
If 1 had ithl' c?u]d rig up a_fine
hanling machine.’

'Fivég minutes later Aunt Rflchel

roble

| grawn the line taut as a rope-walker’s

“1 believe

) '
“Look, Aunt Rachel! Ain’t ‘that
a peach? And it's mine, too!”
With his -legs- locked around the
pole as he had seen the man do it,
Tod waved the pulley triumphantly
toward her, and laughed gleefully into
her face from the spot where the re-
pairer had smiled into his.
Aunt Rachel clutched desperately
at her throat with- both hands, for
she felt dizzy and faint.- Then, lean-
ing out of the -window, she gasped
agonizingly:
“Tod! “ Come down out of that, this
instant!” .
There was something in her tragic
eyes and tone that somehow compelled
obedience.
Tod untwisted his legs, glanced at
the sheer height and at Aunt Rachel’s
stricken face, then lost his halance
and fell—head downward.
Aunt Rachel uttered one blood-
curdling shriek, and covered her face
with her hands. :
A moment before, though she didn’t
know .it, somebody had opened the
front-door of the flat and entered the
&orridor. It was Uncle Jack. With
him came the gasman.
While the gasman was registering
the meter, with Uncle Jack standing

from Aunt Rachel's pallid lips.
Both men dashed into the sitting-
room; a_xtxg;_ when Aunt Rachel dared
to peep thromgh her fingers, the two
were standing besides her, while Tod,
hanging upside down from one of the
big splkes, providentially caught by
the upper of his right shoe, mtaz—

i “the

ing in blank astonishmens
sitting-room window." *

“Hang on, kid!” gasped the gak-
man. ~Then he turned tp Uncle Jack.
“Maybe I can shinney the pole before
he falls!” he cried. ‘

As though with-a single movement,
Uncle Jack grabbed the lariat and
slammed up the sash of the window.
“Keep still!” he roared, in a voice
which , impressed upon the boy the
necessity for instant obedience.

QOutward and upward the lariat-loop
shot—aup, up, till it dropped neatly
over the top of the pole.

- In.another instant Uncle Jack had

Able, and with a deft movement
lashed it firmly to the strong, steel
ladder of the fire escape. Then it
seenied as if he must have dived head
first. Swaying from side to side—
like a suit of clothes floating from
‘& wash-line in & breeze—he was com-
ing hand over hand—lickety-split!—
along thé lariat bridge.
His ‘eyes were glued. on
ing tan shoes; Wt Tod’s were fixed,

for there was something in the shie s’
of those flashing eyes that made Tod i
happy. ' But, just as he was thir
this, he heard the reunding of; the
stout shoe-upper, and felt his, im-j=
prisoned foot go free. He kuew th
his body was turning some kind

wild circle in the air—a.rom? nother:

spike which went rippingly” throughs&
the back of his jacket, staying his fa
for one more fleeting moment. -
just as the gasman came plungit
down the yard below to: the fook ¢
the pole, ;
around the waist in a grip
crushed the breath out of his be
and a second later Uncle Jack h
reached the ground with his prize.

window-sill. But Uncle Jack sprin-
klad cold water in her face, and shes
soon came to. !

at the door, the awful scream broke|-

the gleam-
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Tod felt himself - seized

-

§
*
A

Man and boy hurried upstairs to &
find Aunt Rachel in a heap by. theis

I

-
.

Then Uncle Jack took the gas
out on the landing, and gave
something out of that thick, wes
wallet. RERAEA S
But, while he was thanking. him
Aunt Rachel suddenly realized ' thas
she had again lost sight of thelh y.
First, she glanced out of the wir
thern, wild with fresh anxiety, 1
through the flat. But Tod was of
in the next room, cuddled up in i
wardrobe, his head jammed 4§
something soft which he was p#
with tender affection.- It was’
Jack’s big, felt sombrero.7. ,f
“Well, I never!” gasped_ A
Rachel. “I—I believe you tWo
actually in love with each oth
Tod gazed up at her in unab
silence. . ia s P
“Well, don’t you him; .
Rachel?” . s
. “Why, yes, of course, but-—but
don’t worship him!” : 3
Just thex Uncle Jack came in, ar
they all weat back into the sittin
room. o= ¢ L T
“Well  Rachel,” said.Uncle Jacks
“it’s an overl" : &
“Yes, thank heaven!” groaned Auntsy
Rachel. - A < e
“Qh” said Uncle Jack, “I7de
mean that! I mean the down
arrangement. I've been mighty |
cessful out west, my dear, and &
a grand go of thc cattle busiz
I've just closed a deal by whichd
a big ranch of my own. We'll hay $
swing things into shape pretty %
to move.”* ' kRt
Aunt Rachel gazod at him in horrore:
“I—1 .don’t wunderstsnd)” shes
stammered. . S e
“Why,” said Uncle Jack, la
e
settle. problem s
forever: .You and tfe' Y
west with me.  I'll ‘make
ranchman of him as ever walked
two legs, and you'll keep house
both of us.” = oz o
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love
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$Ara warn peslls maine bn Tt thad

- ——

fascinated; upon Uncle Jick's face,

4

l  Casright, The Pasple’s Hmw '

-




