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ptack Was Made Shortly Af-
.er Midnight Lasting a

Few Minutes

E
O\VEN PERSONS HURT

The U-Boat Fired 30 Rounds
.od Disappeared—Attack
Vas Responded to by
Shore Batteries

tondon, Feb. 16.—A sgbmarine bom-

_ded Dover early this morning,. it

' ofﬁciali_v announced. The submarine
< fired on from the shore and ceas-
the pombardment after some 30

ands had been fired. 'There were

. than a dozen casualties and only
isht damage. i =

e official statement reads:

fire was opened upon Dover by an

ey submarine abou.t 12:10 o'clock |
ws morningf the firing continuing |
ves of four minutes. ~-The shore bat- |
brie: replied and the enemy ceased
we after dischargind -about 30 rounds.
whe casualties were: Killed, one
hild: injured, three men, one woman
.i three children, Slight damage
. caused house preperty.”

(gses have not been infrequent of
berman submarines bobbing up off the
est gnd shelling shore points.\ Yar-
bouth, for instance was thus “bom-
arded on January 14. It is not often,
ywever, that the U-boats have cared
b take chances with such a well de-
mded town as is Dover, the most
mportant port in Southeasterh Eng-
id, opposite Calais, on the straits
{ Dover, across which flows a econ-
it stream of war traffic between
ngland and France.

It was only yvesterday that a power-
il squadron of German destroyers
ude a sudden raid in the. straits of
per and sank eight British small
raft out on a submarine chase.

\ONTO PRESENT ~~
DATA TO IRIGOYEN

Buenos Aires, Feb. 16.—Dr. Romaulo
, Naon, ambassador to the United
lates, will be received by President
rgoyen next Tuesday and will pre-
elt to the executive data on inter-
petional affairs affecting Argentina
bich he received in Washington.

Dr. Naon said today he probably
ould return to Washington early in
farch, but his friends declare this
il not be settled definfiitely until
ter the conference with the Presi-
et who still holds the ambassador’s
tignation. It is generally believed
e ambassador’s return to Washing-
m depends solely on whether this
puntry will follow the United States
il the war or at least break diplo-
palic relations with Germany, the
mbassador being said to be deter-
filed not to continue to represent
Argentina as a neutral.

MAN DESTROYERS
ESCAPED INJURY

Be_riin, Feb. 16.—Via London. The
‘mralty today made the following
flouncement : s

On the night of February 14 our
600 boats under command of Cap-
0 Zineck made a surpr'lse( attack
frong forces guarding the English
4ltel between Calais and Dover, on
North, and Cape Gris-Nez and Fol-
SO0 on the South. A large guard
% lumerous armed fishing steam-
¥ a1d several motor vessels were
reed to give battle, the largest part
em being destroyed.

Ur torpedo boats suffered no los-
©0r damage. All returned.”

.iaiff_a‘?mem from the British ad-
o - cflerday sald seven drifters
:. Gpe trawler had ben sunk by Ger-
m.éfftﬁl'?}'er.‘j which returned to the
b “'C before they could be en-

“ABOARD CLERKS
GRANTED A RAISE

Sar
l“;»nannah. Ga., Feb. 16.—R. L. Pat-
'hnérgf Ef{vannah. a clerk for the
0 in T Line railway, who has
b reprpf-“hi_nmoq for several days
b Brmf'm”‘mg his local section ot
g . foodl of Railway Clerks,
qugr—: chief of the local council
: ;}di that a new working agree-
Nirgq g Peen made by which the
Re ';‘iaf‘fle to give the clerks a
3'510u1'-;“l" Increase in pay and to
br, - CODstitute a working day.
Savagy gﬂ{nf‘ahinz like 100 clerks
: dffected by the order.
_‘__\___-‘———_-____

h‘e:-['arfav“" of Referendum.
e New Oﬁ?s Feb. 16.—Directors of
ey anmu:aﬂ% Association of Com-
in 00 nNced today they had vot-
MUyey,, o O e referendum being
6 0f 1o the Chamber of Com-
e by United States on wheth-
S L01] °S¢ Interests of this coun-

e

ol {ipr;‘m’y on a trade -war
TH20r after the war. Y

| ottr armies becomes

WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINZ

The Little Glb_up Who Spiit‘
Off From Regulars Get.
Many Recruits

Regular Socialists Drop to Sec-
ond Place in Power and
The Radicals Climb to
Third Position

New York, Feb. 16.—The radical
Socialist- movement in Germany, the
growing strength of which was shown
by the persistency of the political
strike in January and February, is
also gaining decided ground among
the political leaders of German Social
Democracy. The little group of rad-
ical Socialists in the Reichstag under
the leadership of Haase, Ledebour
and Bernstein, who split off from the
caucus organizaiion of the regular or
Scheidemann Socialists, on the Issue

of voting funds for the war, and form-
ed an independent organization, 'has
now grown by continued defections
from the moderate wing to a strength
entitling it to a second member on
the principal Reichstag committee.
The additional representation is gain-
ed at the expense of the regular So-
cialist organization which at the be-
ginning of the war was the largest
party in the Reichstag, but which has
now fallen to second rank behind the
Cutholic centre. Four Socialist mem-
bers of the Reichstag, Brandes, Dr,
Erdmann, Huettmann and Jaeckel,
went over to the radicals at the be-
ginning of the year..

Recent elections at Leipzic brought
18 radical Socialists into . the city
council. The regular Socialists se-
cured only six places. The Radical
Socialists who thus formeéd the third
stm?m party in the . council de-
m . @E I1— -
th:?r'ﬁ&’of ihe‘#ﬂmm,.
but the non-Socialist aldermeéen to

. whom the Radical Seclalists are ana-

thema, united with the -Regular So-

cialists to give this office to one of}

six moderate - Social Democrats,
whereupon the Radical Socialists re-
fused to participate in the organiza-
tion of the council. -

Leipzic is one of the strongholds
of the radical Socialists, their prin-
cipal newspaper organ, The eLipzig
Volks Zeitung, being published there.

Th'e radicals have been badly off so
far ‘as press is concernmed, the Vor-
waerts and other important Socialist
organs having been retatned by the
regular party organization.

Editors of the radical school have
been discharged wholesale from the
party organs. '

The government of Dr. Michaelis
was largely responsible for the
boom of the radical jalist organi-
zation. The charges against Haase,
Dittmann and Vogtherr, of the radical
Socialist group in the Reichstag , of
inspiring and abetting the alleged
mutiny in the navy last summer,
launched in the Reichstag in the au-
fumn by Chancellor Michaelis in an
effort to save his administration, did
not complete the discredit of the
radical group as expected. They
really helped the radicals among the
non-Soclalist parties and the public
at large since it was known that the
government had early informed the
party leaders in the Reichstag that
there were no grounds for a prosecu-
tion.

The transparent attempt of Mich-
aelis to rally support in the Reichstag
on a jingo issue resulted in the down-
fall of Michaelis and in securing for
the radical Socialists the standing of
a serious political party, which their
methods had earlier shaken. They
are opposed to all votes of gredit for
the war and for an immediate stop-
page of fighting, and have, unlike the
regular Socialists, persisted in the
original Socialist attitude of opposi-
tion to the monarchial system.

MANY LEAVE CAMP
LEE WITHOUT CONSENT

Petersburg, Va., Feb. 16.—One hun-
dred and fifteen soldiers from this
State were absent without leave or in
desertion from .Camp Lee on Febru-
ary 1, according to a statemagt given
out today by Brigadier General Lloyd
M. ‘Brett, ig _cofimand of the canton-
ment, who .urges all State and Fed-
eral officers to do all they can in be-
half of having the men return.

General Brett says the government
has heretofore:been very tolerant in
its treatmenf of the men .who have
violated théir duty to their coumntry
in the pregent crisis by
themselves from their commands. He
has been informed that relatives and
friends have caused some soldiers to
remajn away from camp. _

“Desertion in time of war is punish-
able by death,” General Brett asserts,
“and although capital punishment has

not yet been inflicted upon any sol-||

dier, it most assuredly will be in.the

when the discipline of
course of time whe el e e

absenting |

GERMAN DESTROYERS

Under Cover of Darkness
. They Got Among Trawl- -
ers and Wrought Havoe

Dover, Feb. 16.—The weather was
thick and the night was very dark
when the Ger an destroyers dashed
upon British. patrol vessels in the

Strait of Dover early Friday morning
and sank eight of them. The patrol
vessels, being equipped only fith light
armament for anti-submarine work,

{did.- not have a chance once the Ger-

mans got among them.

The risk thus taken is shared by

great numbers of trawlers and drift-
ers, operating in all weather and at
all hours. Yet the proportion of Joss-
es has been remarkably small.
- On 1’.9‘ latest occasion, the ecrews
bore themselves with the same cool--
ness and courage that drifter men
have shown in innumerable instances,
In one noteworthy incident, a drifter
wag shelled at close quarters by two
German destroyers whose 30 pound
shells kflled all of the crew except
two and set the drifter afire. The
two survivory seeing their craft
ablaze and UPelieving it would sink
launched a boat. They had not rowed
far when they saw the vessel was
still afloat and the enemy retiring.
They returned, put out the fire and
brought the drifter to port.

GERMAN COMMISSION
IGNORED BY RUSSIANS

Amsterdam, Feb. 16.—Complaint is
made in a semi-official note received
here from Berlin that the German
commission in Petrograd is experienc-
i constantly increasing dfficulties.

nversation of members of the com-
mission with the Russian leaders is
impossible, it is said, because the Rus?
Slan asuthorities, especally Premer
Lenine and Foreign Minister Trotzky,
declare they are pre-occupied® with
othér urgent business and make num-
erous excuseg to retard the discus-

sions.
“After. the grave incidents of the

last few days,” the-not “eadds. “the
Russian government - has- abregated
the recent. decision regarding mifll-
tary and civilian prisoners of war,

e q#stion seriously

&1
[for-the Germancommission

in Petrograd.”

Clearing House Condition.

*+ New York, Feb. 16.—The actual
condition of clearing house banks and
trust companies for the week (five
days) shows that they hold $29,251,200
reserve in excess of legal require-
ments. his is a decrease of $60,064,-
089 from last week.

NO BIG MOVEMENT
" 'OF PARADE TROOPS

- ‘Washington, Feb. 16 —Rallway
freight congestion on Eastern lines,
and the necessity of moving the last
contingent of the National Army, will
prevent any extensive movement of
soldiers to cities for parades on
Washington’s birthday, Director Gen-
eral McAdoo explained today.
Thousands of passenger cars and
locomotives will be required for the
ovement” of the last contingent of
he National Army to training camps,
beginning February 23, and these now
are being assembled in all parts of
the country. In some localities where
congestion is not serious thoop move-
ments for parade purposes Wwill be
possible, particularly when camps are
located only a few miles from cities
The director general is eager to pro-
vide for such -movements wherever
possible and will instruct regional
directors to make every effort to
transport the troops unless the move-
ment of more vital supplies would be

hampered.

GENERAL KALEDINES
IS REPORTED DEAD

Washington, Feb. 16.—The Ameir-
can consul at Tiflis today transmit-
ted an unconfirmed report that Gen-
eral Kaledines, the Cossack leader in
the Ukraine, who resisted the ambi-
tions of the Bolsheviki had sudden!y
dropped out of sight and now is said

to be dead.

LI

to remsin

L[_ A NAVAL BATTLE?
London, Feb. 16.—Belief that a
naval engagement has occurred is
expressed in a dispatch received in
Stockholm from Gothenburg and
forwarded by the correspondent of
the Morning Post. The dispatch
reports the recovery of a large
pumber of bodies of German sail-
ors who apparently belonged to a

warship.

Bothernburg is on the Western
coast of Sweden and is near the
Skagerrak, one of the bodies of
waters connecting the North .and
Baltfe seas and one neaerst the
North Sea. The North Sea in the
vicinity of the Skaggerrak has
been the sceun uf previous naval
+hgagements, the great battle of
“Jutland having been fought thers.

iy —ﬂr_??’:_‘,_
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ON AMERICAN SECTOR

For Three Hburs a Cloud of
- Poisonous%as Hovered

Deaths

Except on the American sector east
of - St. Mihiel -there has- been much
fighting activity on the Western front.
American positiofis have been subject-
ed to a bomb ment of .gas. shells
which lasted two:@oum and the Amer.

fean and enemy{hll_ ery and airmen
havé been more’ getive.

Theé poisonous.; es from the Ger-
man shells remafned over the Amer-
ican trenches three hours, but there
were ho ca.sualﬁ}u Large numbers
of enemy airmen sought to cross the
American lines But could make no
progress a ; the aerial and ar-
tillery defenses. .’ American gunners
have bombarded - the German rear
lines and com nuBications with goed
effect. ERY - .

With the Briti#sh and French arm-
ies, Friday, the @ay
vertised they wiml
passed more quiét :
days. On the ngrthern end the pa-
trolling, activity _.was light, but the
German artillery ‘“was more active
than usual in - Arras-Cambrai sec-
tor. French ity checked two
enemy ralds Chaume wood,
nartheast of and in  the

‘Woevre and the Wesges mountains
the. opposing batteries ) o
‘Fighting actigity ofithe Italian

were busy

E 35

remains light, .- .
That part 4 -

i

[}

and has little fear of a Garmui'

glon. The all-Russian central execu-

tive committee of Workmen’s and
Soldiers’ Councils has approved the
action of the Russian representatives
at Brest-Litovsk. Members of the
committee said the masses of Ger-
many and Austria would not permit
a further offensive against Russia by
their governments. No news dis-
patcheg from Petrograd have been re-
ceived in London for a week and it is
believed there that the Bolshevik cen-
corship has decided to suppress the
actlvities of correspondents.
Emperor Willlam has summoned the
heads of the German navy to impe-
rial headquarters for a conference,
and it is announced that Herr von
Payer, the Vice Chancellor, will make
an announcement shortly in the
Reichstag on the government’s future
submarine policy. The probable na-
ture of the announcement is not dis-
closed by German newspapers.
Evidence of a probable naval en-
gagement in the finding of a large
number of German sallors, apparent-
ly from warships, is reported from
Gothenburg, Sweden. Gothenburg is
near the Skaggerak, the vicinity of

which has been the scene of impor-|

tant naval battles.

WARSAW PEOPLE
SORE ON GERMANS

London, Feb., 16.—There is much
feeling against the Centrai Powers in
Warsaw, the capital of Russian Po-
land, and great excitement prevails
according to an Exchange Telegraph
dispatch from Copenhagen, The work-
men are s@id to b eplanning demon-
strations. The streets are being pa-
trolled by soldiers and poljcemen.

Much feeling has been #roused in
Russian Poland over th# Ukrainian
peace terms by which the province
Cholm, former contained in Poland,
was ceded to the Ukraine. A Stutt-
gart newspaper, according to a Zurich
dispatch Thursday, declared it was
reported in Berlin that the Polish
ministry at Warsaw had resigned in
protest against the peace terms.

A dispatch from Amsterdam Friday
reported a Berlin newspaper as say-
ing that the Polish members of the

Austrian parliament were embittered

against Austria because of the peace
arrangements. In addition to losing
Cholm. Poland was to be siripped of
Lodz and Dombrovitza and access to
the sea was refused the Poles.

NO EXPLOSION ON
- BATTLESHIP UTAH

Washington, Feb. 16.—The death of
Lieutenant Commander Robert O:
Bausch, who died in the naval hospi-
tal at Norfolk, Va., /Thursday, from
a fractured skull received from fall-

ing through an open hatch on the

battleship Utah, to which he wag at-
tached, resulted in reports that an
explosion had occurred on the Utah.
Naval officials today declared there
had been no explosion on the Utah.

Baush was 33 years old and
‘eavear & widaw @i Dallag, Taxas. »
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- END THE STRME

lantic Coast Threatened
With a Tie Up

MANAGERS WANT TO-_

Shipping Board Believes %
Trouble Can Be
Several Thousand
Workers Out

GRANT WAGE INCREASE.

Washington, Feb. 16.—The Ship-’
ping Board’s wage adjustment,
board today .agreed on an increase
in wages, definite working condi-
tions and overtime pay for all
shipyard werkers in the so-called
Delaware yards, eomprising about
60 per cent. of ship workers on the
Atlantic. coast. It does not include
the striking carpenters, but is ex-
pected to affect their strike.

Many of the striking carpenters,
however, despite the advice of their
union officials, have signified their
intention of acc:apting the award.
The strikers in the New York dis-
trict have not done so, but it is
hoped they will.

The new wage scale is not so
high as the Pacific coast rate, nor
as high as the New York strikers
demand, but it will be the mogel
for settlement in other districts on
the South Atlantic and Gulf coasts.

Washington, Feb. 16.—President Wil-
{lson is preparing to take some action
to. end the strikes in - Atlantic coast
shipyards which threaten tg .tie ‘up
& large part of the shi “building in-

pa ¢ 5 » I e i‘ :

dusiry of the Bast. S
appeal to. the President

toda¥y de-
manding immediate" assyrances
higher wages and closéd shop d¢ondi-
ditions. ] '

‘Chairman Hurley of the $h pping
Board took up the situation again to-
day in conference with General Man-
ager Piez of the Emergeney Fleet
Corporation; V. Everit Macy, chair-
man of the Shipbuild ng Wage Ad-
Justment Board and Acting Secre-
tary Roosevelt, of the Navy.

Managers of ship yards in the New
York district and at Baltimore where
the carpenters are on tsrike, have
asked the Shipping Board to let them
fight the strikes, declaring the time
has come for the issue to be settled.
Thus far Chairman Hurley has refus-
ed to permit this holding that the
troubles can be sgettled by other
means,

Shipping Board officials today said
that heads of other unions engasged
in shipbuilding had given assurance
‘hat the relatéd irades would not be
called out in a sympathetic strike. The
other unions have agreed to leave all
differences to the adjustment board.

Appeal to President.

New York, Feb. 16.—An appeal di-
rect to President Wilson to inter-
vene in the strike of shipyard work-
ers engaged on government contracts
will be announced by officials of the
organization here this nforning*

Approximately fifty per cent. of the
shipyard workers in the New York
district are on tsrike todayv, according
to claims made by the brotherhood fo-
ficials.

The strike would spread from New
York to other cities along the At-
lantic coast, they said, unless wage
demands were granted. The number
of men out here was declared to be
between 7,000 and 8,000,

The appeal to the President, it was
gsaid. would suggest a compromise
gimilar to that which was =ffected
last October between the government
and navy yard carpenters who were
ihen threatening to strike.

At that time the navy yard work-
ers wanted $6.60 a-day, similar to
{he wage which ship yard workers are
receiving on the Pacific coast today.

Secretary Danieis and Assistant
Secretary Roosave't called the heads
+f the carpenters’ union to coaference
at Washington, it was/ said, and an
agreement was reached  fixing an
eight-hour day, a wage of $4.88, a five
per cent. bonus under. certain condi
tions and two weeks vacation and all
holidays with pay—equivalent in all
to $5.90 a day.

Such a compromise now in favor of
the shipyvard workers would be ac
ceptable, it was declared. N

William L. Hutcheson, president of
the brotherhood said »is appesal to
President Wilson today would ask the
President to persuade Chairman Hun
ley, of the Shipping Board, to formu-
late a memorial, t0 be presented to
ship carpemrters throughout the “coun-.
try, setting forth ‘a minimum wage
which the government might be will
ing to pay. .

Brotherhood leaders today assertcd
there were about 5,000 carpenters idle
here, owing to scarcity of material. in

FIGHT TO A FINISH|

(correspondent
fcombing of men from protected oceu- |

inity where 1,000 carpenters. joiners

‘with the exception that the ranks of

1
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and Business Man Following Recent Trip

to Wilmington.

‘Point for Ship Building—Article by New York Author - #§ |

to the South Atlantic ports.

been. Better far to see present

visit to Wilmington confirmed

will soon come into her own.

European and South American
vided present opportunities are

HAS PUT GERMANY
2 b S . ki i Ty

e

,.'Jl' ; Feb. 16.—Ofticial
W s opinioh ._6;! Boisheviki
Foreign Minister Tyotzky's decision
for no war and still no peace with Ger-
many is that Trotzky, whetler know-
ing it or not, has placed Germany in
a military and diplomatic predica-
ment, '

Movements of German troops from
the Russian’ front have been stopped,
and it is believed by military men
here that no further withdrawal of
forces can be made until Berlin de-
cided on a policy toward the Bolshe-
viki. Such officlal reports as have
been received do not say clearly
whether the demobilization of Russian
troops has been continued, but they
do indicate a reorganization of ' the
Red Guard.

Germany by repudiating the non-
annexation policy, officials here think,
has wkiened the breach with the So-
cialists who cry for peace. They also |
think Germapy will be forced to go/|
to the aid of the Ukrainiang if the
Bolsheviki attack them.

NOTABLE IMPROVEMENT
IN BRITISH LABOR

| London,- Feb. 16.--Notable improve-
\nent in the last two or thre weeks
'in what he calls “the comb-out at-
mosphere” is remarked by the laher

Ini lhmctlcal dream of this country to build up a greal
merchamt marine and to retain its rightful place first in the
world's commerce, Wilmington is to play an important role§
| The international situation and conditions brought about i
this country by the war have directed the eyes of the nation ¥ §
fact W | 1
that many of these seaports, with wonderful natural advant« &8 [*| &
ages, have been overlooked in.the past for one reason or i
another. It is useless now to go into reasons for what

. When Director'General McAdoo directed an inveatim‘
of the port of Wilmington with a view to ascertaining ite
facilities for the purpose of diverting shipments of freight
as to relieve the railroad congestion, he turned the eyes of the |
nation to Wilmington and drove the first important peg for il
the real recognition of the port. With established lines of &

transportation to coastwise points and frequent sailings to

the foundation for its share of world trade after the war

of Th Times. The |

pations under the Military Service bill
'is now in progress. \

Nevertheless, the correspondent
Bays, the past week is the first in
many months in which there has not
‘been a stoppage of work in any
part of the country in consequence of
grievances among the workers. More-
over, large numbers of young engi-
‘neers are coming voluntarily to the
recruiting offices and are not wait-
ing to be summoned.

The correspondent while not ad-
mitting that all trouble has been re-
moved., says that events show that re-
cent sweeping accusations of dis-
loyally against the workers in the
engineering shops were unfounded.

throughout the country there were
51,000 carpenterg idle who had been
employed on cantonments and who
eould be turned imta shipbuilding
werkers with only a liitle train'ng.
These estimates were given out, it
was -stated, to show that there was
plenty of labor avhilable for carrying
out the government’s shipbuilding
program if higher wages were paid.
Unchanged in Baltimore.
Baltimore, Feb. 16.—The situation
at the shipyards in Baltimore and vi-

and caulkers, are on strike, was de-
clared to be unchanged this morning,

the strikers had been increased by
the walkout of 20 carpenters at the
yards of Coastwise Shipbuilding Coni-
pany. These men did not report
for work under.orders of their union
eaders. it was said. Th ecaulkers
went omt’ yesterday in sympathy" wi'.'li

‘addition to the strikers; and thatJ

Pglm “carpenters.

By Leon M. Green,

Well Known New Yori; Author.

There is no denying the

bt B
A
|

activities and the bright futus ‘.'-

my opinion that Wilming

>

ite |

$ii

ports, Wilmington alrudyhd

grasped. e
No nation has ever been great ihs

cient Tyre sent her boats amon&
then known ports of the world fo

did not have a merchant marine. Afi= I

we wers ahead of other nations fx )
ownership of vessels, - With the logh"
of this prestige, notw ' e
strides in building an export business:
we could not capture the trade of cap
tain countries. But all this is beim
changed today, The United States {8

'S

that is in store for Wilmington and her sister ports. A recens il

mage in trade. And so down. the agesl |

'& '

building a giant merchant g
Again we will take our place at
head of the column. In 1917 ther as

a gain of 1,765 ships in spite.o

vessels of American ownership t
were sunk by the Huns., Of this te
tal gain 107 were seized enemy vess
sels. There were actually taken over,

requisitioned and added to the mers §

~hant marine a total of 1834 vessels.

Lieducting from 1his the 69 boats da- 4l

stroyed leaves a net gain of 1,765 ves 1 Al

sels. The British lost 1,033 vessels
in the same period. =
According to information furni

January 19 at Washington there are &

70 contractors building wooden -shi

27 firms building steel vessels’ an
four engaged in the construction |
composite vessels. Eighty-one
vessels were under contract of
December 17, 58 composjte and
wood hulls. Many steel vessels are in
the course of construction. There wi

be necessary this year 7,500,000 tohs 4

J‘.

of shipping to transport 1,500,000 m R
to France., There are various &8 F
mates of the amount of t®*inage that
can be completed this year. It is ese
timated that there is available 4,000~
000 tons, hence it will be necesary
build 3,500,000 tons more of ve

to transpert our troops to F

Lloyd-George estimates ‘that ° thf§
amount and a little more can be‘come
pleted, a big shipbuilding expert ese
timates that only 3,000,000 tons
be completed while some Senate met

bers have stated, according to 4kl

patches from Washington, that on e
the present contracts and those to D&
let only 2,500,000 tons can’' be complefe®
ed during 1918. Whatever the figurgs
the need—the immediate need-
building ships, particularly steel
pels, is urgent, ] ' ;

T am gratified to see that attentiec
has been directed to Wilm
a proper location for the building
xteel ships for the government. .
Hurley’s. visit will no doubt impresss
him with the fact that Wilmington has

| every facility needed for a shipbul

o

ing plant for the construction of ste
vessels, _ 5
Wilmington has the water, the siteg,
the transportation facilities and is 2;
ficiently large centre industrially.
solve the labor question. and. abo
everything else, Wilmington has
climate. The climate is a most

2 ;:!ﬂ.
Cal 1

at:

=

o

portant factor in shipbuilding and ume *

doubtedly it would have been bettef
had arrangements been made at the
outset of the shipbuilding program &

build more ships in the South by res«

son of the fact that the workmen are

not confronted with the sévere coldih

of the Northern sections. Wilm
is second to no part of the country '
fo am ;

in health conditions, according
official repo

" The fact t ‘other cities :
State of North Carolina are “pulljsy
for Wilmington is a good sign. ‘Fhs
recent dispatches from Wilmingt
uho’w that the other cities recog:

P .

(Continued on Page 'Phrqg)( g 7

9.




