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BRITISH

Germans Hurl{Eorward 100,-
000 Mg\n on;-"a Nine Mile

Front
DESPERATE ASSAULTS
ARE VALIANTLY MET

With a Few Exceptions the
Allied Line Held its Ground.
American on Heights of the

Meuse.

The French lines have held below
Amiens and the Germans have been
iefeated with great losses in what
rorbably constituted their most des-

perate effort vet to break in and cut
off the communications of this impor-
tant base from the South.

Similarly to the East of Amiens the
British have maintained their stead-
izst defense and prevented the Ger-
mans from making any important
neadway here.

This battle, which raged vesterday
ad virtually all last night was fougpt
dag & line approximately 30 miles
soih of the Somme. Today, accord-
nz 1o unofficial dispatches, the Ger-
mans switched their attack to the
North of the .river .and engaged . the
Britizsh along a front of some 17 miles,
bir again were unable to make any
progress except a slight advance near
the river.

In tha great battle to the South of
the Somme the contending armies|
fough® with fluctuating fortunes, th}|
French giving some ‘groumd in the
northerly sector of:their battle area,
Sut closing the engagement with their
line not only standing where it was
along its Southerly course but even
advanced in one ‘or two_ sectors
where the Germans had been%iolently
thrown back.

{ of.the United States Army. They are

SAYS BARER' VST
WAS AN HSTORC ONE

Daily Mail Declares it \'Vil]:l
Leave Lasting Impression
Among Allies

London, April 5.—The recent visit
of Newton D. Baker, the American
Secretary of War, the Daily Mail
says, was an historic one and will
leave a lasting impression on Anglo-
Franco-American relationg, as it was
then decided that American regiments
should be brigaded with British and
French troops on the Western front.

Premier Lloyd-George, the Mail
says, acquainted Secretary Baker
with the situation, and expressed the
desire of the British government for

the immediate employment’ of the
American fighting forces. Segretary
Baker was much impressed and went

to France the next day and saw Gen-
eral Pershing.

“The American commander-in-chief,”
adds the Daily Mail, “in that spirit of
soldierly generosity and sportsman-
ship which e AT ~hini“in his
subsequent pronouncement to General
Foch, assented unhesitatingly. To,
General Pershing belongs the credij
of the prompt action of the scheme
now in effect.” v

In conclusion the Daily Mail says:

“It only remains to be said that the
American troops at the disposal of
General Foch are seasoned veterans

troops of the same hardy fibre as the
immortal British 500,000.”

CHARGED WITH ABDUCTION.

Judgment Was Withhela Until To-
morrow—Trlai Long Drawn Out. |
Considerable time was required|

As a whole the Entente line may
Ve considered, as the ‘French official
statement puts it, maintained in its
rntirety. So far as the German &~
i=rtive South of Amiens, the railway|
line to Clermont, is concerned, the!
stupendous German effort resulfed|
merely in the protection of the fight-
inz front a distance of probably not
more than 2,000 yards nearer to it,
rppnsite Castel, where the map shows |
the enemy still nearly three miles|
away from the railroad. |

The British fought

vesterday and |
last night, chiefly on their Southern
front bhetween the Luce and the
Somme, where the battlefront was a
rontinuous one, linking up with the
operation against the French. Here
the British were pressed back out of
# small salient that-has projected in
the neighbqrhood- of+;Warfusee-Aban-
court,- justs to the Nomth* .of Marcel-
~ave, and almost 'directly on a line
East of Amiens. This was the ogly
edvantage the Germans were able to
zzin in this whole sector, after hours
o almost constant -attackjng iq heavy
Toree” b

Thé British recedsion' was  slight
2nd the line they now’maintain runs
Ea=t+ nf Villers-Brittonneux, some
171-2 miles from the center of Amiens
znd about, nine miles from its out-
gkirte, Yo -

On that part of the battlefront run-
Ninz Eastward from Montdidier the
Freneh gave mo ground, but on the
rfontrary drove in about midway Dbe-
Tween Montdidier and . Lassigny, and
faptired the greater—part of Epinette
wrod, North of Orvillers-Sorel. They
I'#1d this ground against several coun-
"1 attacks. Their success here was
natrhed on the front North of Mont-
didier by their seizure from the Ger-
'irns of Staignan farm; Southeast ol
litivesnes, which they: likewigé” held
#gainst all agsaults. )

Annther sector of the long fighting
Jont from the,North Sea to Switzer.
%l has been taken- dver by -Ameri-
“'n 1roops and it is announced they

>

0% hold positions on the heights of.
e Meyse, South of Verdun.™ Thig po-
‘lHon Is almost directly ‘North-aof the
cferican sector Northwest of Toul,
“’d has not been the scene of , any
farked activity recently., It ‘joins
.“ Verdun battlefield”on the South.
'® enemy” already has rafded a lis-
JUne post on the newksegtor, but
“ lziders. were not ableto advange

her in the face of strong Ameri-
o7 Attllery fire. . y 7
; 'r'-"rnmem, troops in Finland are
AT e O

1 to have oecupied the- -Edstern

P4t of Tammerfors, -North of Hel-

-
a

fr -
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f| Motormey, - E..Long,  who

this morning for hearing the evidence

'§n the case charging Phoebe Wilder, |ger from his home and led him barc-
:COIOTBd, with abduction, tried before!foot through the streets waving an

Justice John J. Furlong. Judgment
was withheld until tomorrow and the
most the magistrate can do is send

the defendant on to Superior Court.|Prager from the crowd and 'place'dlpregbyterian churches.

for probable cause. Action against!

D FREN
ROOPS SUBJECTED
TO HEAVY ATTACKS

MAN LYNCHEDEOR
UTTERING ALECED
ISLOYAL REMARKS

Mob of 1llineis Miners Takes
Prisoner from Officers and
Hang Him

PRAYED IN GERMAN
BEFORE HIS DEATH

Was Charged With Making
Remarks Derogatory to
President Wilson—More

Lynchings Feared

Collinsville, Ills., April 5.—Kneeling
with -his arins ecrossed, - Robert P.]
Prager, who was lynched by a mob
last night at midnight for alleged dis-
loyal utterances, prayed in German
for three minutes before he was
strung up, it was learned today.

Prager was a coal miner and yes
terday at Marysville, Ills.,, in an ad-

dres to the miners on Socialism, Is
sald to have made remarks deroga-

tory to President Wilson. Miner:;
there became angry and when they
threatened to do him bodily harm he
escaped to Collinsville, his home.
Some of the miners, however, follow-
ed him, collected a crowd, took Pra-

American flag.
The police,

fearing violence, took

him in the city hall., Later a large|

TUMBER COMPANIES T0 |

STOP UNFAR PRACTES

EET

s CORPORATION WILL

-

Commission

Washington, April 5.—The Federal
Trade Commission today ordereg 97
Ilnmber companies in the West to de- |

sist from unfair methods of competi-'

" BUILD SHIPS HER

RS KINSKS T SUFFERS

W. Boyce, a Minneapolis detective.
Procuring by bad faith o» subter-
fuge of information intended only for
bona dJide customers of mail order!
houses, furnishing to Platt B. Walker. |
of Minneapolis, Minn., publisher of
“The Mississippi Valley Lumber
Man.” of names of persons selling to
mail order concerns to enable him to
interfere with the free. purchase of
supplies by those concerns, the em-|
ployment of Boyce to obtain the bus-|

iness secrets of mail order firms and Night
the following of mail order salesmen! s s g

Three Blocks in Wholesale
District Wiped Out Last

-

)
e

Chairman Hurlev. Makes Offi-

FIVAL PREPARATIONS ~ | e e 08
FOR BOND CAVPAGN _

‘Sale of the Third Liberty Bond!

ming_ton'é_‘Spléction

VEN CONCRETE
TANKERS ORDERED

Shipping Boart;l Will Build

day Three Small and Four Larg= _’

to embarrass them in their business| Kuansas City, Mo., April 5—The fire

dealings, were forb i <! ; 4
s bgy thesrcomﬁfisis‘igﬁn in the fu | which last night -destroyed about

Walker and The Lumber Man P“b_:three city blocks in the wholesale aad
lishing Company receéntly signed a manufacturing district in the west-

stipulation of facts in cases against ern section, entailing a heavy finar-|

them and an order was entered re-
quiring them to cease and desist
from the practices complained of.

ATTEMPT MADE TO

'cial loss, was of incendiary origin,
tJames E. Marvin, fire warden, said

!today. He added, however, that no
clue had been found to establish the
theory definitely. He placed the loss

WRECK TROOP TRAIN 2t between $2.000,000 and $2,500,000.

Representativs of the insurance in-
Toledo. Ohio, April 5.—Discovering ig?teoxrc:eguresaz?soté%go.the 933321-30"5}
a tie spiked across the Baltimore and the larger warehouses in the vicinity
Ohio track, 10 miles south of Toledo, of the fire contained food and those
near Perrysburg, last evening, Grace'inclined toward a plot theory used
Doyle, 20, a. count shool teacher, that fact to prove their claim that
at Roachtown, rar ¢k, enemy agens may have been respon-

dowm the tra
removed her coat and with it flagged gsjble for the fire.
a train, approaching rapidly. l
It was a freight, followed closely by !concerns were destroyed. The strue-
a heavy troop train. It took the tures themselves were mainly of mi-
freight crew 25 minutes to remove por value, it was said, but the con-
the obstruction. tents of several were valuable.
Several troop trains had passed Six firmen were injured, none seri-
there within a few days and it was!ously, and Nicholas Stefel, 10 years
evident that the person who spiked !old, was ren over and killed by a fire-
the plank to the track had information | man’s motor car. .
that another was approaching. Feae The old Stor House, famous years
eral authorities have been notified. ago, when the union station was loca-
ted in the West Bottoms, was one of
the buildings destroyed.

Buildings occupied by 18 Dbusiness

REV. M. N. McIVER DEAD.

Aged Maxton Minister Passes Away BELIEVE CZERNIN IS
(Bpecial to The Dispatch.)
Maxton, N. C., April 5.—Rev. M. N.[
yesterday morning. | Zurich, April 5.—Austrian parlia-
M:. Mclver had retired from active | mentary circles believe negotiations
to that time was pastor of various | Wilson and Count Czeernin, the Aus-
He has been |tro-Hungarian. foreign minister. A

—Red Springs Man Dead. | TALK[NG WITH WI]_SON

Mclver died at his home here at 2:30
service many years since, but prior have been opened between President
He is telegram from Vienna to the Neueste

critically ill for sometime.

the Wilder woman was brought bY¥|poh gathered in fromt of the hall and furvived by a widow and eight chil- Nachrichten, of Munich, says:

Robert Walker, colored, who alleged |

and so testified that the woman in-|

fluenced his daughter, less than 14
years of age, to leave home. The lit-
tle girl swore on the stand that she
left home .hecause of the harsh treai-
ment she received at the hands of
her father and that she had not b&en
persuaded or coerced by the woman
to leave the family circle. She ex-
hibited a couple of scars which she
stated were inflicted by her father,
adding that he was not at all choice
about what. he struck her with when
she incurred his displeasure. The
defendant stated that she had been
employed in the Walker home for the
purpose of taking care of the chil-
dren:; that she did not like the neigh-
borhood and informed Walker that
she would have to give up these du-
ties unless he moved elsewhere; that
he did not move and that she left and
that she had nothing whatever to do
with the girl’s leaving.

TRUCK DAMAGED TROLLEY CAR,

Collision Occurred at Third and Kid-
der Streets Yesterday.

Twenty-five dollars or more damage

was done a tPolley car on the Sunset

4t was in -collision with the delivery
truck of the Wilmington Furniture
Company, officlals of the company
gstated this morning. The collision
occurred at Third and Kidder streets,
rand the—beller was that the Mheavy
sand of that section caused the motor
truck to skid into the car, which was
moving at a low rate of speed, hav-
ing: just stopped .to take on 3 passen-
ger. The street car-was in chargetoé

X ! _ .
“that tha trugk did not stop and that
it was fully a half block away by
the time he got out of his car.

singfors; and which has been the cen-
‘ter of much fighting recently.. One
thousand prisoners and some war ma-
terial were taken from the rebels. ) It
is ‘reported both sided are showing
much bitterness. The rebels, or Red
Guards, are accused of terrible atroc-
ities by their oppomnents, the Wl}ite
‘Guarde, who are charged with similar
acts bx evis . b o

‘feet and allowed to hang.

Park line yesterday afternoon when-

{Germans have

+vi mob action.

demanded the man. Mayor J. H. Sie |
gel counselled calmness but the police |
force of four was overpowered and
Prager was found in the basement of
the hall hiding beneath a pile of til-
ing. He was dragged down the
street and beyond the cit ylimits, the
crowd threatening to shoot if the of |
ficers approached. l

One mile west of the city the rope |
by which Prager had been led was
thrown over a limb of a tree. He was |
asked if he -had anything to say. His
answer. was to drop to his knees and!
with arms crossed to pray in German
for three minutes. Without anotherr
word he was pulled into the air 10
The maob

then dispersed. |
The police said that Prager, while
in their custody had stated he was a!
registered enemy alien, that he was|
born in Germany, but that he had
taken out his first naturalization pa-!
pers and had hoped to become an|
American citizen. -
Collinsville is 12 miles east of St.
Louis and is in that section of South-
western Illinois that of late has been
active against disloyalists,
1 " More Lynchings Feared.
Washington, April 5—Until the
Federal government is given power
to punish persons making disloyal ut-
terances, Department of Justice offi-
cials fear more lynchings such as
that of Robert P. Prager, a German,
at. Collinsville, Ills., last night. This
was. the first report reaching here of
such extreme mob violence to a Ger-
man, although officials who have ob-
gerved the general feeling against |
feared such occur- |

|

{

rences.. _ e g RS
-q"'l‘-héi'—'goverﬁni'ént Has né--authority
to take action” against. the lynchers.
Officials of the Department of Justice
deplored the act and expressed the
hope that State or local authoritias
would speedily punish:the lynchers.
At the same time, it was pointed
out that as soon as Congress passges
the pending bill making it a Federal
offense to speak or write obviously|
disloyal criticism of the United States
in the war, the governmeht can pun-,
ish thees acts and reduce the dang-:t

dren, none of whom are resident in| “Count Czernin’s speech has creat.
Maxton, except Mrs. R, L. McLeod. ed a profound impression in Austrian
Mr. Hector Brown, of near Red parliamentary circles, where it is be-
Springs, died at the Mapleshade ho- lieved that communications have
tel here at about the same hour, 2:30. been opened between Count Czernin
He had been to Charlotte for treat- and President Wilson which already
ment and was on his way home, stop- have reached further than Ccunt
ping over here for the day. In !he Czernin’s speech shows.”
afternoon he went to his room and
was found later unconscious ' Every
assistance possible was furnished by
the hotel management, but without
avalil.

GROWING IN INTEREST.

Large Congregation Heard Rev. J. A,
Taylor Last Night.

Maxton's contribution to the camps| Despite the inclement weather the
continues to increase, Abraham mnqslattendance at the First Christian
Howard Hasty and Murdoch Taylor church last night was very gratifying
leaving for Columbia this week. and the masterly serinon delivered by

Capt. J. C. Everett recelved news Rev. J. A. Taylor was hegrd with
a few days since that his son, Lieut.hnten%‘e interest. Taking™for his sub-
Frank G. Everett, had arrived some-|iect. “The Whole Bible,” II Timothy,
where in France. The Captain 15-2.:15, he held the--elose--attention of
proud of his two-starred service flag, |NiS congregation throughout. Mr.

; | Taylor used a chart for illustrative
1ford tertained :

th?s;ugv:efk“ﬁbelatgno? of Mr. and Mre, |DUrPOSES, taking up the study of the

Hoetor Austin, Maxton's latest bride 0Old and New Testament, and showing

and groom,

the relation of the New Testament
to the life ofsthe individual.

Another chart sermon will be deliv-
ered tonight and the minister’s sub
jeet will be “The Place of the Dis-
ciple in the Religious World.” The
song service starts at 8 o’clock and

Germans Concentrate Troops.
London, April 5—The Germans
concentrated troops early this morn-
ing near Albert, the war office an-|
nounces. British artillery took them

the value of each separate book and |

Issue Will Start Satur- ‘
|
|

| Washington, April 5.—Final prepar-
ations were being rushed today for .

\

'the opening tomorrow of the zale can Oll Trade

|campaign of the Third Liberty Loan. ; .l

| Directors of the drive announcea \X’ashmgton, Apnl 5.—Se-

|that 40|000 of the bonds alread}' had lection Of Wilmington. N. C-'

been turned out by the Bureau of . .
 Engraving and Printing and it was'as the site of one Of the Shlp-

lestimated that 100,000 will be realv|ping Board's new concrete
/by tomorrow. Hereafter the bonds!
will leave the presses at the rate of
500,000 to supply demands for ecash ncuanced tOday by ghairmaﬂ
sales and immediate delivery.
Legislation necessary for floating
the loan was completed . yesterday The E,rjnergeni_':y Flect ZCOT'
(When the House accéfted minor Sen- poration will build the new:
ate amendments to the bill authoriz-' -
ing the Jissuance of aditional bonds yar
rand President Wilson approved the The Shipping B
,measure. ;

Tankers to Be Used in Mexi-

ship yards was definitely an-

'Hurley.

d- which has ‘three ways.

oard is so well

. pleased with a concrcete ship

Announcement of the complete plan| |, . . .
for the new loan was made earlier ;n JUSt built for it on the Pacific

the day by the Treasury Department. coast thaf it intends to enlarge
considerably the concrete

East Watha Unit Raised Large Sum Shlp bu1]dmg program. . Con-
Last Friday Night. crete ships can be built in less

(Special to The Dispatch.) ti .
' time than can w
Watha, April 4—The Bast Watha| T8 ood or steel

Red Cross unit gave a very enjoyable Vessels.

entertainment last Friday night, S :
March 29, at the —Hall schoolhouse, Chairman Hlﬂ'le}' told the

which was beautifully decorated for . i i
ih6 Sesaalti. y iSenalte commerce committee
children rendered a today that three smal] oMt

RED CROSS ENTERTAINMENT.

The school
short program in a very creditable|
manner. Those = deserving special crete tankers and four large
praise are: Little Miss Marion Flow- AT .
ers and Master William Hall, who concrete tankers will be built
sang, “The Little Soldier and the Red . . .
Cross Maid,” and also those taking @t Wllmmgton and they will

be used in the

part in the negro play connot be| Mexican oil *

complimented too highly ©¢n their|

splendid acting. 'trade. The yard can be built
The ladies and girls of the Red il

Cross unit, wearing veils, served Within 60 dayS. Mr. Hurley

cake, cream and oysters. A voting

said, and ship construction can
'begin immediately thereafter.

contest for the prettiest girl was held,
Miss Lilliam Hall being the -winner.
The large sum of $50.67 was raised.

{ It was learned here this afternoon
| that the government had accepted the
! offer of the site made by Wilmington
s : -for the proposed *Hh&se* hospital,- stat-
From Office to His Home. ing that the other Sites available for
Captain George W. Smith, day sor- shipbuilding and offered the goevrn-
geant at police headquarters,.was lak-| ment would not be“disturbed at this
en violently ill at headquarters short-|time. This,'[s takbn .in local gquar-
ly before noon, losing consciousness|ters {0 indicate that.,the government
and was carried to his hame, 615 | has other plans for the future and
South Second street, in the polica that Wilmington will be included in
emergency wagon in a critical. condi-' carrying out these plans.
tion. Dr. R. H. Slocum, acting| Local interests could add nothing to

TAKEN VIOLENTLY ILL.

Captain. George W. Smith Removed

|

‘health officer, was called and after a|the press report concerning decision

hurried examination was of the opin-|of the Shipping Board to locate one
ion that Captain Smith had suffered | of its proposed shipyvards for the
an attack of acute indigeslion. building of concrete ships .here, say-
Friends of the genial and obliging ing that they had no idea what site
day sergeant will learn of his illness|the government would decide upon for
with keen regret, for there is nnot a | its yard, and adding that there wers
better liked man on the forece, and| any number of splendidly located ones
all hope that he will be sufficiently|that could be had.

l

under its fire. In the neighborhood
of Bucquoy, and in the Scarpe Valley
there was active artillery fighting
during the night.

_ Expected to. Denounce Lynching.

Washington, April 5.—Atorney Gen-
eral Gregory took to the cabinet
meeting today a report of the lynch-
ing of a German, Robert P. Prager,
at Collinsville, Ills., last\night for dis-
cussion with President Wilson. The

government is expected to denounce|

the mob’s lawless act and to expvass

the hope that there will be no repefi-

tion elsewhere.

Two Suits Started.

Two suits were begun in Superior
Court today by the City of Wilming-
ton; one is against Ephriam Bishop
and wife and the . Cogperative

Building & Loan Association and the |

other was against James A. Rafcliff
and the Metropolitan#Trust Coopera-
tive Building & Loan Association.

! .

all are invited.

Open Thursday Nights.

Te Red Cross work rooms in Mur-
chison building are being kept open
each Thursday night, owing to the
stress of work. There were 65 ladies
present last night, who worked until
a late hour. The lights went out dur-
ing the storm, but the workers sat
there calmly until the lights were
fixed and then continued with their
work.

oo
Five Buildings Burned. :

Rochester, N. Y., April 5.—Fire gt
supposed incendiary origin early ‘thm
morning destroyed the five buildings
of the W. H. Osborne Company, can-
ning plant at Honeoye Falls, 20 miles
from this city, involving a loss of
$100,000. United States Marshal John

recovered to return to his duties in
the early future,

RECRUITS BADLY NEEDED.

Shipmasters and Various Tradesmen
Are In Big Demand.

The following was issued to the of-
ficers of the general recruiting serv-
ice vesterday afternoon from the of-
fice of Sergeant James B. Bradiord,
in charge of recruiting locally:

. “You are authorized to accept for
the 57th englneers (Inland Waters)
Laurel, Md., qualified and eligible ap-
plicants to be sent for enlistment to
the nearest recruit depot or post, en
route to the station of this organiza-
tion, or to he camp at Laurel, Md.

“The following classes of men are
needed: Master ship carpenters, ma-
rine gasoline engineers, hoisting en-

D..Lynn was notified by village offi-
endiary |

| cials that they beliaved an inc
| He will|

wag responsible for the fire.
order an investigation.

gineers, riggers, bargemen, ship car-
penters, steersmen, blacksmiths, sail-

]makera and teamsters.”

The posting of bulletins about noon
| by The Dispatch to the effect that.
| definite decision had been reached by .
\the Shipping Board to establish a
| yvard here almost took the breath of
| many, so overjoyved were they, and
one gentleman who is heart and -soul
|in the project and who has his every,
| thought and interest wrapped up in
the city was of the opinion that a
holiday should be declared, giving
everybody an opportunity to cele-
brate. :

An effort was made to determine
approximately how: many persons
woud be given employment, but with-
out success. The fact that the yard
is to be a three-way yard means that
three ships will be constructed at the
| same time, but becanse concrete ship-
| building is still in its infancy in this
country at léast no one was willing
to advise an opinion as to the number
of workers that will¥be employed, and .
Just what the ventwre will mean to
the city.- - -

-

L




