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£ only five 'om per guarter, payable at the

& where the paper is received.
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e consider them perfectly safe,
mea.ns of remitting fifty dollars

ie;lmred Letters, under the new

. sastem, which went into effect June 1st, are a

very | mm sending small sums of mo-

5 P. O.Itoney Orders cannot be easily

pw,wbepﬁdm stamps at the office
the letter is mailed, or it will be liable

Buy and
s both for posiage and registry, pul

: inﬁémoneymsd:edﬂa‘étdter in the presence of

talke his receipt for if. Letters
ﬁ'ny to us are at our risk.
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£ Ho Gld Paths” in Agriculture.
' ,recbmmended both the ashes of

3 and those of wood with shells,

vol

' inhis celebrated essays before the Christian

era. * Perhaps the supenor quality of
! the - tatdes 'of Bermuda is due to the
faet ~these volcanic ashes are there
“d@s'a manute, especially as the same

g ,\wbm lanted in our soil, produces
mﬁnﬁ'mr variety. Vlrgll was not
acquainted with the compesition of these
manures, nor their relation to the ashes of
-the plnnts that depend upon them specially,
“wﬂ plant food. ”  Tradition or ex-

1ee bas indicated the use of the same
voleanic ashes  in Bermuda, without a
of their composition, under the

name dMlm (evidently of Ttslian

in,) composed of soluble silicates like
 “swhich Virgil used as ma-

; 0

ll - nure 2,000 years since. The ashes of the

po'huto indicates the use of more soluble
,ﬂm afly ‘ofhier plant, to form its
1°0r.ving and the tuber yields ashes
s more soluble than any other plant.
sm of intuition, more likely than by
t, or more ptubghi-y,by observing
tﬁnm,, eyel rqent of certain
n to ashes, and the fact

that the pine tree naturally follows the oak,

| (which yields much more potash; leavmg,

however, a sufficiency to support 'the pine,

| the ashes of which yield only one per cent,)

we ultimately arrive at the rationale, coal
is substituted for wood and the cheapest
natural supplies of potash are substituted
for ashes, especially as the artificial supply

accout of its bulk, uncertainty with regard
to its purity advances with the price.

Bones ailthough a comparatively soluble
salt of lime, are now admitted to be worth
twice as much when only one tenth of their
weight is rendered soluble in water,
whereas, sand is insoluble in the strongest
acids, however finely powdered, neverthe-
less, it dissolves in pure water inproportion
as it is associated with alkaline bases, and
in this respect it is the same, whether we
call it pumicestone, as Virgil did, or Puz-
zolana, or wood ashes, or green 'sand or
Jersey marl.

The characteristic of ol ashes, is silicic
acid or common sand, that is more soluble
than that which constitutes ninety per
cent of the finest clay in proportion as it is
intimately associated with potash or some

¢ base.

If " Virgil’s ‘experience in ' agriculture
upon soil abonndp ing in‘potash rocks in-
dicated the use of ashes as ¢ manure, and

the subsequent experience in-Europe that

| the removal of faggots from the vineyards |

ruins the crops unless the ashes are restored,
even among the rocks, how much
more do we in labor and the use of
other expensive fertilizers on our alluyial
soils, unless we systematically restore
with clover its peculiar food as the most

especially as Dr. Voelcker has so abundant-
ly demonstrated to the satisfaction of all the
intelligent agricultural editors in America
and England, that even-the best * super-
phosphates n’ tadl utterly in ' producing
clover on some soil unless potash manures
are also applied.

cessful growers of choice wheat on the E.
Shore of Maryland, attributed his success
on a poor soil to leached ashes, which at
that time were abundant in Baltimore.
Now coal ig substituted for wood,and soda
or ‘‘concentrated lye,” is made directly
from sea salt, the refuse of which is worth-
less as & manure except sea plants, upon
the same principle that coal is concen-
trated wood and the * concentrated lye”
substituted fer both the ashes of wood
and sea plants. 8o also, we may have a

concentrated substitute for wood ashes,
yielding not only seven fold mere potash,
but more seluble phosphates and slhcates,
which can be diluted to any extent on the
Jarm with lime, and thus reduplicate its
value and double the area within which 1t
is now restricted by freightage and haul-
ing. While farmers receive three dollars
for wheat, or even half that amount, they
might pay 50 per cent margin, on fertilizers
over the cost of crude material, but now
.that wheat is 25 per cent. below the cost

and much more on seaboard, every
neighborhood will manufacture its fertili-
zers, and means must be provided, where-
by this will be practicable. - The only al-
ternatives are a resort to the old system of
Cato and Virgil which have been endorsed
by more than two mxlienmums, using ashes
or some their of cheap substitutes, and de-
pend on'clover as a source of ammonia as
suggested by Dr. Voelcker, or on the ether
hand diminish the relative cost of packages,
freight, &c., &c., by doubling. the usual
per cent. of the essential elements in all
fertilizers, a8 it can be easily demonstrated
that 86 cent. of soluble phosphate of
Iime at gm 00 per ton, is cheaper thanten
per cent. at $50 per ton, and that the lat-
ter may be made for half the price extem-
poraneously by the farmer. .
o Davip STEAvART, M: \D.
Port Penn, Delaware J anuary 28 18’2‘0
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co:;loumtwn with canstm hnd;e %a dso
as e‘dusty powder
as follow '*‘ ,ﬁm%ﬂcklmeﬁror

fails and becomes relatwely worthless en

economical preparation for the cereal crops, |

I understand that ome -of the mostSue- | P

ofits production even in our Western States,.

N. B. —The most. economlcal apphca-‘
tion of the unslacked ashés of wood, is in-

eight mc.hes thmk throw upon t.‘ne bentre

of the layar of lunn one or more bucketa
of water, and when, slacked . then dump a

barrel of ashes tnereon—now heap up the |
quick lime adding a bucket full of water

for every bushel.. When cold preserve it
in a sharp heap under cover or in barrels
filling ea-ch by s shovel full from the cen-
tre and sides of the pile alternately, and
allowing one bushel of ashes to each bar-
rel of lime, For the destruction
of all fungi, and especially rust in Wheat,
a top dressing for clover, grass, or corn
one bushel lime thus combined, is
worth any 10 bushels as a manure, ‘and
may thus not only economize time but eke
out the usual scanty supply of wood ashes
on the farm and double its efficiency.—
See Georg. 8347-350. and 358—D. 8§, in
Planter and Farmer.

o

Wheat and Chess.

‘In the Chicago Advance of Jan. 27th,
A. 8. Fuller is represented as having said
that “as a scientist he should say that it
is impossible for wheat to turn into chess,
but as the farmer he teels like saying that

he does not know.” 8o it seems that this
mooted question is no nearer being séttled

now than it was 50 er more years ago.—'

Of a hundred persons asked to give their
opinions, probably as many would say yes
as no to it, but I much doubt, if any one
of them could give a Teason satistactory
even to his own mind, why he gives one

answer rather than the other, while some, -

with the writer quoted above, would
frankly say, “The thing is lmpoaslble, or,
“We dontknow wi Agfor myself, T de-
cline to—but no matter to what—that I

will keep to myself, or leave it to be im-
ferred, if it Can be from the' tollowing
curious Jact

A friend of mine, in Champaxgn connty,'
Illinois, while harvesting his wheat, found
a single head twith chess in it. 1t seemed - as
if the wheat had made an effort—so to ex-

press it—to turp into chess, and ‘had but|

artially succeeded. 1t wassuch an anom-
aly, that he took it to the house and' Jaid
it away for safe keeping. He may, or
may nét, have it yet. Thereis no mistake
about the fact. To be certain that what
I saw was actully so, I took the head into
my hands,—for it seemed to me it could
hardly be possible—and turned it' round
and round, till all doubt was removed by
seeing agam both wheat and chess in it.—
Of the latter there were seven seéds and
only seven by actual count, standing on
small ‘stems beyond the geneml level of

‘the head.—W. C. B., Iroquois Co,,Ill, in

Western Rural.

-

Ashes for Fruit Trees. _

The Editor of The Horticulturist says:
“We have known quite a number of in-
stances—indeed, so often as to make it
quite a rule—that old orchards agparent-
ly dying out have beem brought back
again te fruitfulness by the liberal use of
wood-ashes, also stirring the soil. Potash is
the most 1mporta.mt element in the success-
ful growth of all kinds of fruit trees.
old gentleman told a club, not long ago,
that he had known a man to make and
preserve an orchard of apple trees in a
flourishing and productive condition, or-
iginally placed on very poor ground, by
sprinkling every year around each tree, fo
the circumference . of the extent of its
branches, half a bushel of ashes. We
consider this a very important item. ”

Protecting Sheep from Dogs.

A correspondent of the Scientific Ameri-
can says that his father, 4 promninent sheep
raiser, finding that the “bell wether” was
neveraitacked by dogs, conceived the idea
that the use of bells would tend to frighten

_away the muderous canines. Accordingly

he furnished fifteen or twenty sheep of .a
flock of a hundred with globular bella, the
gsize of an ordinary teacup.. Having seen
it practiced for several years successfully
our correspondent is eorta.m of its value,
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| of horsemen comming

.had left and the soldiers in
| their places. The red, white and blue
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BRICK POMEROY ON THE

WAR IN THE VALLEY,

How Wi ncll ester Changed
Hands Four Times in One
Day-=The Home of Mr. Ma-
son, <&e.

The following is an extract from “Brick”
Pomeroy’s letter from ‘Winchester, show-
ing how often and suddenly that town
changed hands during the war:

“One day it would be in possession of
the Northern troops.. - The next day these

. would be driven out, and the Southerners

hold the place. One day there were lively
times at Winchester.
flag had floated for several days, and was
floating at 4 o'clock in the morning.
With the early sunrise came long' lines of
armed men on horseback. There wds a
yell—a aurpnae—-down came the red and
white and at 7 o’clock up went the red,
white and blue, Northern soldiers quar-

| tered themselves here and there as 1if to

Soon there was to be seen a line
from the foot of
the mountains away off to the southeast.
And soon anether line of humapsity was
seen adyancing towards the place from
the northeast. Very soon after there was a
shock of contending ' armies, and those
who were finding quarters and places to
rest after the victory of the morning
hastened: out more rapidly than they
came. At 10 o'clock the soldiers in b!u]:
too

remain,

gray

came down from the ﬂag-staﬂ' over yonder,
again the breeze kissed the red and
the white, as it floated in triumph  where

all mig ht see.

t 2 o'clock in the afternoon there was

lying, just back from where ‘we are|

atandmg, a concentration of blue~clad men
on foot and on horse. Then came a few
thousand more Northern troops from the
northwest. [here was a yell, a charge, a
fight, and away back to the waters of the
Shenandoah were driven the Confederates.
And down came the red and the white,
and up went the national ‘emblem; the
flag of our country foreyer. Then there
was rejoicing along the Northern lines.
The wounded were cared for. Those who
were hungry were taking food, and the
victors thinking the war well- mgh over,
when back to Winchester, like devils who
had forgotten something, came the armies
of gray which, but a Tew hours before had
been flying to the east. They came as the
waves come when naviés are stranded; as
the winds come when forest are rended.
They came on foot sad on horse—rough
and rapid riding men, with that peculiar
yell which Northern troops knew meant
business. They came in this street, and
they came up that—through gardens., over
fences, through alleys, into and up streets,
down streets, and = across streets.
ran like water. Men who but an hour be-
fore were thinking of home, were lying all
about - here breathmg their last. Back
upon the hill where we stand, and back to
the fields beyond, were again driven the
troops from the North, leaving dead and
dying in the streets of the place, and all
about here. Then down came the stars
and stripes, and up, with a yell and a
shout, and a loud huzza of triumph, went
the ﬂag of the Cenfederacy, while the vic-
tors made ready for supper. And this was
one day during the war at Winehester !

- Eighty-seven times during the war did
property change hands in this place. . It

was indeed the scene and in the frack of

contending armies,. A few rods back of
where we stand was a _fort occupied by
G-eneral Milroy, who, when he took pes-
session thereof, gave it out as a public an-
nouncement, that he should remain in pos-

-gession here till hell froze over; the rebel-
lion ended; and hisarmy made rich from

Mmted |

tha pluader. : One'day
phqg?LMwmmmﬁﬁngq

The Confederate

Blood

.eham ot
‘the rubbish we found an old spo«
cating, no matter who Imght llsve zbeyll

‘here, But.ler wasnot!

the pictures, the elegant bedstelds,_ hairs

sofas, and all the furniture he could day -

his hands on, from gutter ' to ' cellar, and"
shipped the same to his home in the Norﬁ
or elsewhere, at the expense of the Govern- .
ment. Tt did not seem by this' time- ﬂ!ﬂ
be intended to remain here till the -
moniom should become a skatmg-pon‘ﬁ'.
Hardly had he dispatched the property.
thus confiscated to a distant home,
there came along a few regiments of
And, worst of all, they came in the mgﬂ’t‘;
Some of them crawled up behind, and.
reached the top of this little hill, ju& in .
front of ns. ' A few more planteda battery"
with far-reaching guns on the spurof the"
mountains over to the left. A few mtﬁ'e
took quarters just bebind the city, <

ing up behind the feuces, the hou-es, the:
hedges, and the trees, clear to the wery

pickets who were guardlng Mﬂm!, fi}l 1

fort, and his pro erty
who had taken t

And_then

they lie. Not a whlaper—nnt
was heard. The fires and
fort could be seen dlstlncﬂy. Hem
there a little fire marked - where « e
and pickets stood guarding these: whn
slept, that they might not be surprised.
Up goesa rocket away up ¢ 1o 4b
right! A red, fiery, bursting rocket aw:
ap towards the clouds.. Ina. . minute

the watch up goes another from ‘over * be- ' |

yond the town. And before the one Bfg‘h
rising from the left Land  died .out,.
went anol:har from beyond that .little.
just in-frent. of us. - - So much for athcm
curacy of timekeepers, and the' mgum‘ﬂr
of military movements when pontions #
to be taken. A% 3
And then there wasachugeandu
The shelle from those far reaching |
dropped down about the fort, intbti& oﬂ;
over it, and around if, bnmh.p ¥
tering. dmh on all sides. And Ger
Milroy went out before he e ecte:
He followed toward Har
pianos and farniture he had Bent,
And once more the gray coated: ha
for their homes took posaeaswn of ~Win-

chester. i A ) o
But the story of the fighting, the bat- |
tles, and the changing of hands herewonld |

occupy page after page, so we willnot en- -
deavor to relate further. - Just in front of -

us is a pile of bricks and stones throwtt
into a cellar; weeds growing héers and ..

there, mnrkmg the spot where - onee . w.n 3

the abode of wealth. This was *
now a place of ruins. Looking™ dmﬁ:
upon this pile of debris, rain-washed snd,
stormbeaten, one would hardly

that bet a few years ago here was tm

residence in this part of the
That here stood a magnificent manﬁot
where night after a night wealth and

fashion did congregate; lamps iIln_mingt-_.,;'_ '

ing parlor, drawing room, and library, as
the wit, wealth, and worth of the plaoe
here assembled enjoying themiselves' at
whist Eartles, hstemng to music, of thp-,
ping their feet as do merry, hgﬁ
dancers.

You have all heard of Slidell aad !h-b
son, the Southern Senators, who went

abroad during the early part of the war. ;.
Whed"

Well, this is where Mason lived. ‘Wh
the Northern troops took poaelesaiﬁ .8
learned that this was Mason’s honse;
that was his ice-house; that his. Kk
was just over there, and that his e
house was just over yonder," ,th
short work of “Selms.” They"
into and took possession at. once..
was worth stealing they stole.. .What Was
worth sending ‘home they sent; and fo-
take revenge upon Southern men thny Jeft
not so much as oné foot 6f wall upon. f-hﬁn
other, . ' We found here a few. olcl
and old boot-soles, war.ped
dried from ; pieces of glase
ware, and a few necks and.
e bottles; and kicki

T
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g:: sces remsined very -
quiet—quiet as cats about to sprhg did "
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