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"\ NATION'S BIRTH.

o5 HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS AGO
THE REPUBLIC WAS BORN.

OUR FIRST CENTURY.

.1t will be celebrated by succeeding gen-
erations as the great anniversary festival. It
ought to be commemorated as the day of de-
jjyernnce by solemn aots of devotion to Al-
mighty God. Itought to be solemnized with
pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports,
guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, from
onc end of the eontinent to the other, from
this time forth forevermore.”—John Adams..

FIRE CRACKERS

FOR THE LION, * al

One hundred and ;w_e_:;ty__g_r@m agoyt- ¢

Lo .ly, cb the Fourth of July, 1776,
¢here was born-in the western world a
new Nation—the Republic of the Uni-
ted States.

Defiance to tyrants was emblazoned
in empyreal light upon her brow, and
Frecedom and Justice were the front-
lets between her eyes.

Monarchs, crowned with kingly dia-
dems, stood awed at the august mani-
festo, and at the solemn arraignment
of King George before the judgment
of mankind, and parliaments and cab-
inets started in dismay to their feet;
but the people as they descried the
eagle of Liberty spreading her wings
and soaring proudly aloft, breathed
freer and took stronger heart, as the
clear ring of her voice sounded through
the air, declaring, with grandly
rounded enunciation, that ‘‘all men
are created equal,”

REFUSING TRIBUTE.

Refusing to pay the tribute of taxa-
tion arbitrarily imposed upon them at
the point of the bayonet by the British
crown ; failing, too, to move the King
and his minisfers from their career of
haughty and reckless obstinacy, the
thirteen American colonies found them-
selves reduced to the alternative of
abject submission to their socalled
royal masters, or of armed resistance.

A FOURTH OF JULY PASTIME FOR ﬁNOLE SAM'S PRECOCIOUS “KIDS.”
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nection with Great Britain is and
ought to be dissolved.”

Upon this resolution there sprang
up at once an earnest and powerful
debate. It was opposed, prineipally,
on the ground that it was premature.

Some of the best and strongest ad-
vocates of colonial rights spcke and
voted against the motion, which at
last was adopted only by a vote of
seven States in its favor to six against.
Some of the delegates had not received
definite instructions from their con-
stituents, and others had been re-
quested to vote against it.

Its further consideration was accord-
ingly postponed until there was apros-/
pect of greater unanimity. On the
11th of June, therefore, a committee
was appointed to draft a formal Decla-
ration. .

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE.

This committee consisted of Benja-
min Franklin, John Adams, Thomas
Jefferson, Roger Sherman and Robert

-

R. Livingston. On the 28th of June
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RINGING THE LIBERTY BELL IN PHILADELPHIA, JULY 4, 1776.

Alrcady there had flashed throughout

the country the eleciric words of Pat-
rick Henry :

“Wemust fight! Anappeal to arms
und to the God of Hosts is all that is
leit-us, Irepeat it, sir, we must fight!”

And as the blood of [patriot hearts
bad now flowed freely and bravely at
Concord and Lexington and Bunker
Hill, Washington declared, in words
of solemn emphasis and characteristie
brr;vity :

“Nothing short of Independence, it
ippears to me, can possibly do.”

He also warmly approved and com-
ended Paine’s pamphlet, *‘Common
Sense,” written to thisend.

The sons of liberty shouted their re-
Spousive acelaim to this manly sum-
fons from the great American soldier
—Washington—and, like the sound of
Liany waters, the spirit of National in-
dependence which thus possessed the
beople came upon the Continental
Congress then in session in' the State
House at Ph+ 1 lelphis, Penn.

. ;2’8 RUSOLUTION. = '~

It was in this temple of freedom,
Wherein was sitting asnobleand august

& legislative body as the world ever

“aw, that Richard Henry Lee intro-
duced a resolution on the 7th of Jane,
1776, declaring: '

“That the United Colonies are and.

ought to be free and independent
Btates, and that' their politioal con

the committee made their report, and

had drawn up.

The first or orignal draft was penned
by Mr. Jefferson, Chairman of the
committee. On the 2d of July Con-
gress proceeded to.the serious con-
sideration of this momentous paper.
The discussion, as to the tome and
statements characterizing the docu-
ment, and the propriety of adopling
at that time a measure so decisive,
lasted for nearly three days, and was
extremely earnest.

1t was so powerfully opposed by
some of the members that Jefferson
compared the opposition fo ‘‘ceaseless
action of gravity, weighing upon us by
night and by day.” Its supporters,
however, were the leading minds, and
urged its adoption with masterly
eloguénce and ability.

John Adams, Jofferson asserts, was
ssthe Colossus in that debate,” and
“fought fearlessly for every word of
it.” The bond which was formed be-
tween those two great men on this oo-
casion seems never to have been com-
‘pletely severed, both of them finally
expiring, .with a sort of poetic justice,
on the fiftieth anniversary of the act
which constituted their chief glory.
Well and truly 'did the mighty
| patriot Adams characterize this event
as the most memorsble epoch in the

| together in the foremoon all business

presented the Declaration which they.

“I am apt to believe,” said he, *‘that
it will be oelebrated 'by succeeding
generations as the\great anniversary
festival. It ought tolbe'commemorated
as the day of deliwerance, by solemn
acts of devotion to Almighty God. It
ought to be solemmntized with pomp
and parade, with shows, games, sports,
guons, bells, bomfires 'and illumina-
tions from one end of 'this.continent
to the other, from|thisttime forth for-
evermore !”

The result h&s‘loqmlledlthe great
patriot’s wishes. 'Traditibn gives a
dramatic effect to its announcement.
It was known thromghout the city
that the great event was/to be de-
termined that\day by thellust formal
acts ; but the closed dboors of Coungress
excluded the populace'from witnessing
the august assembily orits proceedings,
though thousandsiof snxious citizens
had gathered arcund the bailding
eager to hear the'words of National
destiny soon fo be officially pro-
claimed. '

From the hour when Congress came

was suspended throughout the eity,
and the old bellman steadily remained
at his post inithe steeple, prepared to
sound forth tojthe waiting multitudes
the expected glad tidings.
He had even stationed a boy at the
door of the hall below, to give im-
mediate signal of the turn of events,
APT INSCRIPTION,
This bell, manufactured in England,
bore upon its ample curve the now
prophetic inscripkion, “Proclaim
liberty throughout all the land unto
all the inhabitants thereof."”
Hours passed on, and fear began to
take theplace of hope in many a heart;
even the venerable and always cheerful
bellman was overheard - in his despon-
dent soliloquy :
“They will never do it! they will
never do it 1" '
Finally, at about 2 o'clock in the
afternoon, the door of the mysterious
hall swung open, and a voice ex-
claimed :

“‘Passed ! —it has passed I”

The word was caught up by ten
thousand glad mouths, apd the watch-
boy now clapped his hands and
shouted, “Ring! Ring!”' Seizing the
iron tongune of the bell in which he
had long felt such a professional pride,
the electrified old patriot rung forth
such a joyous peal as was never heard
before, nor ceased to hurl it backward
and forward till every voice joined in
its notes of gladness and trinmph,

The roar of cannon, and illumina-
tions from every house and hilltop,
added to these demonstrations of uni-
versal rejoicing.

WIDESPREAD EXULTATION,

And this was the type of that exul-
tation which everywhere manifested
itself, as the news spread with light-
ning rapidity from city to city and
from State to State. Every American
patriot regarded the declaration by
Congress as the noble performance of
an aot which had become inevitable;
and the paper itself as the complete
vindication of America before the bar
of public opinion throughout the
world.

When it was read by the magistrates
and other functionaries in the eities
and towns of the whole Nation, it was
greeted with shouts, bonfires and pro-
cessions. It was read to the troops,
drawn up under arms, and to the con-
grégations in churches by ministers
from the pulpit.

Washington, hailed the declaration
with joy. It is true, it was but a for-
mal recognition of a state of things
which had long existed, but it put an
end to all those temporizing hopes of |

military action of the country. Onm
the 9th-o! July, therefore, Washington
caused it to be read at 6 o’clock in the
evening, at the head of each brigade
“w‘um.

will serve as a fresh incéntive to every

}officer and soldier to act with fidelity
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WASHINGTON'S COMMENT,
“The General hopes,” said he in
orders, ‘‘that this important event

nd courage, as knowing that now the
of our ; and that he is now in the
service of the State possessed of suf-
flcient power to reward his merit aad
advance him to the highest honors of
a freg oonn\ry." ;
The treops listened to the reading
of this with eager attention, and at
its close broke forth in tumujtuous
applause.
The excitable populace of New York
were not content with the ringing of
bells and the other ususl manifesta-
tions of public joy. There was a leaden
equestrian stafue ofjGeorge the Third
in Bowling Green, in front of the fort,
Around -this kingly efligy the ex-
cfted! multitude, surging hither and
thither, unitedly gathered, and, pull-
ing it down to the ground. broke it
into fragments, whioch fragments were
afterward conveniently molded into
bullets and made to do service against
His Majesty’s troops.
Some of the soldiers and officers of
the American army baving joined in
this proceeding, Washington censured
it, as having much the appearance of
a riot anda want of diseipline, and
the army was ordered to abstain, in
the future, from all irregularities of
the kind.

GREAT JOY IN BOSTON,
In Boston, that citadel of radieal
insubordination to “His Majesty,”
the public joy knew no bounds, and/
even the British prisoners were cour-
teously summoned to witness the spirit
with which a brave people,
to be free, dare to defy the British
throne. On the seventeenth day of
July, the British officers on parole
received each a card from the Gov-

ernor, requesting the honor of said
officer’s attendance in the town hall,

As rumors were pretty well afloat,
however, touching the decided steps
that had been taken at Philadelphia,
the officers were not without a sus-
picion as to the purport of the meet-
ing, and hesitated fora while as to the
consistency of giving the sanction of
their presence to a proceeding which
they could notbut regard as traitor-
ous.

Curiosity, however, got the better
of these scrnples, and it was resolved,
after a brief consultation, that the ia-
vitation ought to be accepted.

On entering the hall the King's of-
ficers found it occupied by “‘rebel-
lious” functionaries, military, civil
and ecolesiastical, and among whom
the same good humor and excitement
prevailed as among the throng out of
doors, ~ The British officials were re-
ceived with great frankness and cor-
diality, and were allotted such stations
as enabled them to witness the whole
eeremony.

Exactly as the clock struck one,
Colonel Crafts, who occupied the chair,
rose, and, silence being obtained,read
aloud the declarstion, whioch an-
nounced to the world that the tie of
allegiance, whioch had so long held
Britain and her North Americaa col-
ounies together, was forever separated.
This being finished, the gentlemen
stood up, and such, repesting the
words ss they were spoken by an ol-
fioer, swore to uphold, st the saeri-
floo of his life, the rights of his coun-
tzy. - :
Meanwhile the town clerk read from
a balcony the solemn declaration to
the collected multitude, at the close

tion was read to the assembled multi-
tudes, amid the greatest rejoicings,
public addresses, military and civie
processions, bands of musie, firing of

cannon and kindred demonstrations
of popular tavor.

In all the colonies, indeed, the dee-

Mﬂonﬂhﬂdu&om‘

away of the old world and the birth of
the new,

Origin of “The Star Spangled Baaner,” |

There is little in the history of all
literature more interesting than the
narrative of the ciroumstanoces under
which “The Star Spangled Baaner™
was written, Often after the bom-
bardment of Fort MoHeary, Francis
Scott Koy himsell, with great anims-
tion, desaribed his feelings that mem-
orable night, and how he wrote that
song. His heart was siok]with anx.’
iety.

He commenced tho verses.on the
deck, in the fervor of the moment, in
the dim light of the September morn-
ing when he saw the British soldiers
hastening to their ships, and when he
csught a glimpse of the flag which he
had watched for so anxiounaly from the
first faint gleam of dawn, Ho had »
letter in his pocket, and upon the
back of this he jotted down the open-
ing lines and some brie! memoranda
of the current of his thoughts, He
relied also a good deal upon his moem-
ory.

| In the small boat which conveyed

him to shore he completed the poem,
and that night he wrote it ont as i
now stands, at the hotel at whisch be
stopped in Baltimore. Next morning
he showed the verses to Judge Nishol-
son, who was greatly pleased with
them, and took them ot once to the
office of the Baltimore American, and
had thom printed for general circula-
tion.

The poem was set up by Samuel
Sands, an apprentice in the Baltimare
American office, who up to a few years
ago was still living in Baltimore
County &t » wvenerable age, but in
fairly good health, with mind and
memory clear, for many years having
taken great interest in the peaceful
pursuit of agriculture.

Willie Touched OR th: Bicyele.

““Where's my bicycle?" ssked papa
on the murning of the Fourth, as he
came out iuto the yard.

“Boo-hoo 11 d-don'd know,” mid

Willie. “It wont off a little while
ago.”
“Went off! Where? ’

“Boo-hoo!—1 d-doa't ‘know. 1
{-fu-filled the roomatio tire with pow-
der an’ touched & m-match to it, an'—
“h-hoo-ab-hoo! =it went sway,"—
Harper's Bazar.

Woulda’t Pop,
I wish." sald she, as by the pack
ot they did stop, .
“That dear George, were ke these
squiba,
For then pechaps you'd pop.™

Ready for the owrth,

of which & shout begau in the hall and
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