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THE RCDAD L.AW FOF{ .

An Act for the Wor kmg, Laying Out Re-|

pairing, lmproving
Public Roads nf

( The General Assembdly of North Car
- olina Do Enact.)

Sec. 1. That the Cormamissioners
of the County of Bertic be, and they
are nereby charged with the duty of
laying out, maintaining, draluing im-
proving -and the general mauagement
of all pnblic roads, cart ways, hi:;h
ways, bridges and feriries 1n said coua
ty, and that all authority over said
roads now conferred upon said board

{

Sec. 2. That the Treasurer of the
county shall be ex—officio treasurer jof
the road fund of said county, and for
tne faithful keeping and disbursing
of said fund the boad of said treasu-
rer shall be liable. All road tax,
either general or special levied by the
county or any township, and all other
moneys from whatever souice, belong
ing to the read fund of said county.
shall be paid into his hands, and he
shall pay all accounts against the
road fund, upon ordor to do so by

the board of county commissn:me,rrz:,L

and he'shall receive as compensation
for such payments one .and one- hali
per ceni of the amounts so paid . out

and disbursea.

’Seb, 3. Thé treasurer shail kéeé a
separate account of the road fund) of
the county and shall on the first Mon
day in December of each and every
year, and at any othel time when de

manded by the said board of commis |

sioners so-to do make to them a writ
ten report giving a statement of the
receipts and disbursemeats of fthe
road fuud during the preceding year,
which report together with that fo1
all ali other county expenses shall be
published in one newspaper ia the
town of Windsor, in such manner
and for such time as is now required
for the publication of such coanty
sStarements. '

Sec. 4. All accounts .aga:nst the
road fund of the connty shall be pre
sented to boarc -of county commis—
sioners in the same mancer that other
accounts are now presented, and be

proved and paid by them in the same}..
man-er, upon the warrant of Said“

board as 1s usual in the payment o:’
<couanty indebtedness,

Sec. 5. That
county commissioners shall have pow

er to employ and appoint all. ucb-

agents, servants. and laborers,_.

thair d:screnon are needed for the
purpose of carrysng out the pruvn-
sions of this act, and shall have au-

thority to cancel in such contract
antde with any  persoa. It shall also

have authority to require of any #u ch

person bond in any sum they may

for the faithful

name, condﬂglcd
perforiffince of ' the dutyes they mayy

lmpose.

Scc 5_3.&} iThat the County of
1 'divided into nine road
'undarnes of which

|

rtie
dis—

Thst the & _
may appoilflny and all .agents they
may see ﬂtﬁﬂw Tmfpﬂhe{s per—
vising the work on nid rods i . agy
of theuid tq:nshm&or roid ist u:ts
and AM*- county bers

the said bo::rﬂ of ;

_'.-litbne

and Draining of the

jertie County.

— -
——

chase all such jeams, wagons, mach:
nety, toois, implements and every
other thing needed by them for the
purpose of carrying out the provision
of this act, and all such property
shall belong to the county road fund
of Uertie; and when any of the same
is disposed of by said board of coun
ry commissioners, the proceeds there
of shall be placed to the credit of the
road fund of said county.

Sec, 6. The board ot county com
missioners shill nave power to let out
to responsible parties the keeping in
repair of any part of said roads, when
ever in their Ciscretion such course

seems wise, Such persons shal: enter
into a contract in writing with said

board of county commssicners; who
shall require sufficient bond in such
sum as they may name for the faith

ful carrying out of any such con-|

»

tract,

Sec. 7. That all persons confined
in county jail under final sentence
of the court for crime, or imprisoned
for the ncn payment of costs or fine
\ or under final judgement of any court
of said county, and all persons sen

‘tenced from said ~couaty to state's

prison for a term less than ten years,
shall be worked on the publi¢ roads
of said county or on the county farm
at Austiu, as the said boara of coun
ty commissioners mav direct;

tie county are authortzed to receive
from any other county in North Caro
lina any convicts senteneed to labor
on public rvads, upon such terms-as
may be mutually agreed on, and toat

pressly authorized and charged with
the duty of providing for the care
of and maintenance in comfortable
quarters of all prisoners committed
to their charge for such road duties,
and they may adopt all Such 1eason
able rules and regulations as the may
deem necessary for the conduct and
management of said prisoners not in—
conststant with the laws ot North Ca.

" Sec. 8. Tbat,,for the pnrpose of
this act the ageats of said board and
all persons employed by them are
authorized to ester upon any lands
of any personsgin Bertie connty for
the purpose of making all rccessary
surveys, changes of road, loeating
roads, draining roads and otherwise
sarrying out fhe provisions of this
act, and the said board ts authorized
to determine| upon tne width of all
roads in said county, not to exceed
40 feet wide/and for the 'purpose of
carrying ou the provisions. _of this
act the offigers and emplovebs of said
board dre fauthorized to enter upon
any-unculfivated lands near to or ad
joining sz .d roads. to cut and cany
away timper, eéxcept trees or groves
on impra d land, planted or left for
‘ornanea or shade, to dig, and to car
ry away| any gravel, sand, clay or
hich may be necesuty to
construoft, improve or  repair ‘said-
road, abd to eater upon any lands
adjoinfig or lying near the ioad in

d Latts

the road as herein provided: for, or

| than five nor more than ten dollars

'same per diem_ pow yeopi

pro—:
vided, that the commissioners of Ber[llc road whenever in their judgment

said board of commissioners are ex—|

the clerk may appeai as aforesaid to

order [to make draias or ditches
1‘uu: ameu ‘may be necessary | ev
bett _".._onhc_md-.dm?

provements tbereon as the nature of
the case and tbe publ:c geod  will
permit, and any owher or occupant;
of such land or any ‘other person who,
shall interfere with  the working of

stop np any drain berein provided
for shall be gulty of a misdemeanor
and upon conwctnon fined not less

or be imprisoned at work on the puo
lic roads of the county or at the Co.
Farm not less than ten nor more
than twenty days for each and every
offence.

- Sec. 9, That it shall be the duty
of the county cemmissioners to pay
to the owner of lands for any timbez,
stone, gravel, sand cor clay taken
theretrom, such reasonable amounts
as may be agreed upon by the said
GwDer Or Supervisor ¢r person taking
said material, upon account for same
to be pres:nted to and approved by
the board of county commissioners.

Sec. 10. That for the purpose of
car:.yirg out the provisions of -this
act the board of Jcounty commission
ers of *Bertie county is expressly
authorized to continue in Session as
many days aster the first Monday in
every month as they may deem prop
er, and they shall repeive therefor the
ived by them
or hereafter allowed by law Tfor ser
vicz as connty commissioner,

Se¢. 11. That the said commis!
sioners are expressly authorized to re

locate or change.any part of any pub

such relocation or change ‘will prove
advantageous to tne public travel.
aod that when any person or persons
on whose land a new road or part
thereof is to be located, claims dam
ages therefor, and the said board of
commissioners cannot agree upob |
the amcunt to be, paid him; he or|
they may file their petition before ihe
clerk of the superior court of Bertue
county, asking the assigoment of dam
ages, which shall be a special pro
ceeding conducted under the same
rules and regulations «nd in the same
manner now prescribed for other
special proceedings with the right of
jury trial upou appeal from tue final
order of the clertk. No sum for ben
efit shall be deducted from the price
of the land actually taken from said
owner and sueh owuner upon diasstis
faction with the final  judzemenpt of.

the superior court of Bertie county at
a‘term tme, where all questions of
law and fact filed in said ;proceeding J
nay be heard and determined by a
jury, if a jury trial be demanded.

Sec. -12. That all persops and em—
ployees appointed by virtue of this
act or to whom dvties are assigned|
under this-act. who shall fail to make |
complete returns within the time re

quired, or who shall otherwise fail to|

of county commissiohets leivmg at

{

shall forfeit and pay 1o the road ftnd

s

{the county comuiissioners as said

| ditches or drain.s into any such 10ad
or h:ggway. ana any such person,

way, tokeep it up m good mndhiou

at his or their own expeme, and ‘they

shall coostruct and keep in I'eplll' Lthed;_':.—" c

approaches 10 said biidges in a man-|

ner accepteble to the county commis
s oners, Any person or corporation |
who shall fail to perform the duties
imposed by this section, having been
warnad by thr chairman of the board

his-residence or the residence of his
 agent, or having been nofified verbal |
Iv ' by said chmrman, and having fail-
ed to pertnrm said duties acoeptable
to the boara of county commissioners
shall be guil'y of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction shall be fined not |

less than five nor more, than fitty dol-
lal"o ;

Sec. 15. All 1ailroads and incorpo
rated companies ehall each keep at|
their own expense all bridges on cr
over highways or public roads, or
roads pot publig but used as neigh- !
borhood rcads, and all crossiugs
which they haye severally made it
necessary to bé,bailt or made in es-
tablishing theu- zespec'.we roads, and |
upou failuie to do so shall be gu'lty
of a misdemeinor and fined at the |
discretion of the superior court, and

$25, for each tcn days they shall fail |
ta perform the duties of -this mion

Sec, 16. It gha]_[ b‘e the' a'ntj"*" |

roads progress from ttme to time, o |
cause to be set up along the highways
and pnblic thoroughfare of sald coun
ty substantial mile posts, on which
shall_be indicated the distance from
the county seat, and at important
crossings and forks on said highways
and roads said commissioners shall
cause to be erected guide boards on
which shall be indicated the import-
ant places to which each road leads !
and the distance from the same, and
if any person shall willully demolish |
throw down, alter or deface any such
post or gulde board he shall be guilty
of misdcmeancr and upon canviction
thereof fined not exceeding $25. and
eosts or imprisoned not more than 30
days and sentenced to work on said
public roads.

Sec. 17. It shall be un‘awml for
any person, corpoiation or firm to ob
struct the drainage of any public|®
road or highway iu any manher, or
empty the water from any of ‘the

:.—_‘..

r0ads of said cownship or 'rqd '

‘the puhﬁe Gi' tﬂh
‘with the 1 ‘ot

any
I;!l’ornfns- to nniaa
tions shall be guilty of 3
lor and upon conviction t}

not cxccgd-iag ﬁ“r,*“u.' : . :'. ea
license to use said road ﬂiy
voked by said board, 3]

* Sec, 19. It shall be'thu mﬂﬁé}) y
chaiuun of the board of com 0
ers to sue for all pcntﬂiu
under this act, lll'd to pay tl ov
to the county treunta for tbé
fit of the road tnnd !

'7r -

Sec. zo, Tl’ut tbe board of mm f
commissioners for Benie oolml? agb
hereby authofized to lezy at the June
session of their b’bard tgn'ﬂm-, ,
public road pmnom a tax not to;ﬂz;
ceed twenty cents on. thamlmr.m
dallars worth of property lnd % 3
cents on the polls, and the ck
of the board of county coﬁm
 shall place the ‘same on m
‘of the current year to be iucl
{and cullected with the mnuul
and it shan be thadhty of tlu

otber speoial tam and psy wq
tee treasurer of §the cotnty w
place the amount collzcted ﬁH

towiTsHip oF read district to Nr :
of salcl towaship. or xoad dldng ar

r‘ ""'

trict and not otherwise.

Sc-.c. 21, That when io apy tm* =
shlp in the ccunty a pemlonu ( :-.’-E.i 3
sented to the board of couaty \,@ - T
missioners signed by a mujmtpf "
thie qualified voters of said township
asking rhat a special tax he .
for road _puaposes, the. sald '

"
L -‘ ____

ular meel]ng in June levv in Sueh e
township, such addiional epecialtax '
as they may bave been requmd
levy for the beneﬁt ot the md func
ot that township, not to exceed fen
cents on the oue hnndl'ed dﬂl‘ﬁ\
uation of propesty alld thirty. ¢ Dt
on the polls: said tax to be 1
and ‘coliected as pmvided iﬁr

tovmshnp or rond dutrtct Ior*
said taxes were eollected. ‘and th
tremrer ol’ the com:ty M ‘keep

firm or corporation so'offerding shall i

be guilty of a misdemeanor, and for
every five days after notice, slnll

neglect or refuse to remedy such of. t

fence, shall pay a penalty of 35

~

Sec. 18, It shall be unhwful‘foz

any person or corpuratlon which: shaﬂ :
have been granted lwenu to erect |

poles’or -mes  along the mln of n‘r,_-_- -,_ -j_

dischaige the duties imposed by this | GNP
act, M pe guﬂty of 2 misdemeanor | %

Sec; :3 Theboardofmntvm? 4
missioners are ﬂM"ﬁi‘n‘m = . B

ity to lay out ferries and suthis

themctmafbndﬂeihm"
theyseeﬁt. -




