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Every man and woman Berti-v :
County knows when and why we have
a Christmas day.n We are a God fear )
ing and & Bible readmg peop I com: {
ply with your requeat :and give you:
some thoughtl on the wordn Chnst-
mas Day”’ :

The word Chnutmas is co posed of
two words, Christ ‘and mass Christ-
mass. The word mass is taken frem
the Latin language. It‘ is pow the
common name for the celebration of
the Lord’s supper in Roman | Catholic
Churches. It is easily seen,_t_hak “whrist
mass’’ is therefore a religiols cere-
mony. in memory of the birth of Christ,
the celebration of his nativity.

The first celebration of ther birth of
Jesus, honorjng his birthday, is of
doubtful origin. Itis 1mposs:bla tofix
with exactness, the date of the ear-
liest Lhrlstmaa “Of coursd the day
on which our Lord was boq‘n is not
xnown., A record that records it
would be priceless and most sacred.

By the Eastern church the plfc"th day
of January was held in commemora-
tion of the birth of our Saviour. Many
of your older readers will  racall that
January sixth ‘‘Old Christmé.s Day”’
was much favored by the old j)-up!e of |*
half a century age. Our colqred peo
ple in the days of slavery wene partial

o “Old Christmas® When 1 was a
child I remember, old colored " peaple;
on old Christmas night going out” to
watch the C‘ltt]e ‘praying’. They claim
ed that on this night the catgle kneei’eu 2

in prayer.
Some writers place the foanal cele—
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of ruch celebrations are found in Sa- , 5 ly feel thnt as he .pen
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reign of a Roman Emporor-Diocletian |and:you will feel the real Chmt{nu
and while Le was holdiag his.| court at Spirit. : :
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multitude of Christians asse'{nbled in
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that city and we >re celebrating the . PR PE A
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2}?thered and - all of them 'p rished in _ e/ Bt G T et ; memories. As I think S:fﬂ::“{h”;::
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For centuries there was a want of ) i . s o PR A SR o o e ‘;0:::30::““ to me :::?da l;appy ream
informity in the time of-obsemmg the ' e iR . oy s ST : T Yol my f:fh!::)re ;!ee;”his mthe 'm"
day among the early churched. Many : 2 - ol I f g : yme. 1 hear 'h;s ST m’nm: '
held the festival in January.i Others % = SRR 7 s - T Her face e lg’lo:" bﬁth" ﬂlé
celebrated it later, in. the spring time. : ; e N B T T A ~ 7 e love. The well filled Stﬁﬁklﬂ:
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fixed upon. Julius, a Bishop ;lof Rome
is credited with bringing this|about. |} :

It was not a mere casuél,ior arbi- | - S g A . AN 5 : Sy hom llervants ‘a8
trary, date that was agreed mpon. All| - ; 0 e R :: < e i B A door to cat.ch”"ld Ini
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of the renewed .ife and actlw y of the
powers of nature.. For, this reason the
date near the sglstice véas agreed upon | |
by the churches and made a : xed and
immoveable feast, for the celebiration of
Christ-mas, -the day of the death unto
sin and a mew birth into righteousness.
Of necessity the early Chris-tihna adap-
ted many of the .heathern !jsage_,_l_‘ of_
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our religious rntea and cerem

We have .customs conne
Christmas day of interest.
permit I would trace thém
custom of decorating churel es
holly and evergreens is a verv ‘sncient
one, Every home in Bertis county
should be so decorabed on hrutmu
Day.

Some times these customs have no
conformed to the uplrit of this sacred
day, When I was a small [boy the
mdin incident of ’bhriitm:s d‘ly. Jin |
Wmdaor, was the turn-out of B
nie Cooners” Rag-g—’luﬂi
dressed in every fantastic gar
masks on, or fséasbllckened ,ho rode |
the streets in solémn . Hlp-
pily the things that de n




