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A Letter About North Carolina
Conditions Just as Applicable
in Texas, Alabama. or Any
Other State |

(Judge Winston -in Progressive
- Farmer.)

The statistics of production,
of wealth, and of other matters
relating to farms in North Caro-
lina, are of great interest. | They

are especially suggestive in this
season of low-priced cotton. In
nearly every particular the cot-
ton producing counties of North
Carolina are less successful than.
in those counties where n¢ cot

ton is raised. The cotton counties
have fewer horses, cattle, hogs
and other domestic and' farm
animals per 1,000 acres than do
the average of the counties in
North Carolina.

There must be some funda-
mental reason for this condition
Naturally those counties are un-
usually productive; any crop of
any value will grow in them.
Usually they have fine range
for stock and especially for cat-
tle and  hogs. The great
swamp areas of eastern North
Carolina are the finest pastur-
age for ammals to be found in
the Staté. “An. =it
thrive in thém the yéar around.
Why, then, do we have fewer
animals, so essential to lpccess-
ful farming in these favored lo-
calities?

I cannot speak authorita-
tively for any other county, but
Y am quite sure I can give the

'I’

reason applicable to all, bhased
on the conditions in’ | Bertie
county. There can be no per-

manent improvement of agri-
cultural conditions where every
dollar of money erop goes to buy
meat and bread for man and
corn and forage for beast. We
buy more of these things than
we raise. Why?

Two causes are responsible
for this condition: First, easy,
credit, the time merchant, and
the tenent system; second, ab-
sentee landlordism. 1

In fact, both of these causes
may be classed as one. Under
our system of working, there
can be no permanent improve-
ment of lands. Farms go to
ruin under any tenant system.

In Bertie county we bave the
time merchant and absentee
landlord combined in one. In
this county and in many others
I have personal knowledge of
merchants in town who rent
thousands of aé¢res of land and
then sub-let to hundreds of
small tenants. Their brlly pur-
pose isto create trade for the
store.  The statistics of land
rented and sub-rented | in this
way would startle yoq. Ido
not give them for fear of inac-
curacy. . Under this syqtem the
real landlord, the man who
comes in contact with the  real
renter, is the merchant. He
has noTeason for wanting lands
improved; for wanting more
stock in proportion to ulation.
He is interested in the la.rgest
cotton erop his tenant can raise
and has encouraged a store:

m#&mm of taxation.
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aat M’ resolve that

count larger than tha
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er, excelient erop,
trading. Whenever a pinch
comes we have both parties in’
the lurch; the merchant who!
gets all that is sold and yet is’
not paid: the tenant who has'
given up his all and has not paid |
out. There has been no dis-

honesty on either hand. But
there has been a false sntuatlon,

a pervergion of the basic princi- ‘old, ghg oy

ple of farm life.

I have also been mterested in
our study of the enormous
amount of waste land in North
Carolina; lands that could easily
be reduced to a state of great
productiveness, Of course, there
can be but.one remedy for this
situation and that is more peo-

ple; and by more people I mean|:

a greater number or greater in-
teiligence and activity on the
part of those here |

Absentee landlordism cursed
“‘the fairest land on earth’’—
Ireland. The rents went from
the land into distant hands. We
may vzell consider it, as itis now
in vogue in this State.

Two ways of dealing with our
lands ocecur to me. Qur waste
lands should be acquired by the
State; either by purchase or by
enactment. That will give the
State control of thejr disposition.
The sale of these lands to de
sirable settlers upon long time
and at a small rate of interest
can be easily brought about by
Tax.  va-
cant land ‘sueh a8 sum™ W
make it unprofitable to own it;
and at once reduce its taxpaying
value when sold for actual set-
tlement. The same method
might be applied to the taxa-
tion of lands that are rented un-
der the system I have referred
to. Why not increase the tax-
ation on lands that are rented
by the owners to those who are
simply speculating, renting for
the purpose of sub-renting and
selling goods on time? ,

The legislator who gives
these questions the proper study
and passes a bill through our
next General Assembly will do
the cotton counties a lasting
aervice; by reducing the farm
to a state of real agriculture;
not speculatmn

Locoln's Gentyshury - Speect

(Address of the Dedieation of Gettys-
- burg Cemetery, Nov. 19, 1863.)
Fourscore and seven years ago eour
fathers brought fourth upon this con-
tinent a8 new nation, conceived in .lib-

erty, and dedicated to the proposition!-

that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great
civil war, testing whether that nation,
or any nation so conceived and so ded-
icated, can long endure. We are met
on a great battlefield of that war.
We are met to dedicate a portion of it |
as the final resting place of those whe
here gave their lives that that ®*nation
might live. It is altogether fitting
and proper that we should do this.

But in a larger sense we can not
dedicate we can not consecrate, we,
can not hallow this ground. The braye
men, living and dead, who struggled
here have consecrated it far above
our ,power to add or ‘detract. The|.
world will little note nor long remem-
ber whsat we say here, but it ‘can
never forget what they did here. It
is for us, the living, rather to be ded-
icated . here to unfinished work that
they have thus farso nobly carried on.
It is rather for us to be here dedicated
to the great task remaifing before us;
that from these honored dead we take
incressed devotion to the cause for
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were spent with her youngest
daughter, Mrs. Emma Williams,
who cared for her in the best
possible manner---soothed her
cares and administered to her
wants with generous kindness
and loving sympathy.

Her funeral services were
conducted by Rev: S. B. Barnes
and her body laid to rest by the
side of her husband at their old
homestead.

Old age serene and bright,
And lovely as a lapland night,
Shall lead to thy grave,

Her life was well spent in the
gervice of mankind and her
Master, and now she is . resting
from-her labors, - She has cross-
ed over the great River to rest
in the shade under the tree of

life.
S. B. Apams,

- Henry-Kelley

Mr, Charles Lee Henry of Colerain,
N. C.. and Miss Clio Elizabeth Kelley

. of Cypress, Nansemond county, Va.,

were united in marriage yesterday
afternoon in the parlor of the Monti-
ceilo hotel, Dr. Calvin S. Blackwell
officiating. Only a few friends and
members of the bride’s family wit-
nessing the ceremony. After an ex-
tensive trip south, ‘Tampa, Fla., being
the objective point, Mr. and Mrs.
Henery will reside at Colerain, N. C.
where Mr. Henery is sn active and
prosperous busiyess man,---Norfolk
Paper '

‘The manv friends of Mr, Henry will
read above with much interest,
‘and they extend to him many falici:
tations. Mr. Henry is widely known
in the Chowan river section of our
‘county where he is a prominent resi-
dent nndolm of the countys best
citizens. The Ledger joins his many
friends throughout the county in the
wish that his married life will be long
and happy, Mrs. Henry, or Miss Kel

{ey, as is her maiden name, isalao.
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know that your ll’l’h ‘battle ‘will  some |
day destroy them, and that you will]
reach outieagerily for the strength of
truth? . Is today the day for you to
make & fresh_ start? As long as you
are able to stand in your owp shoes'it |
is never too late to start your life|
over again. All youneed is a bold}
heart. If I have a keen mind, a story
body and a good character there is no
spot in this nation where vou can't get
g flying start---always  provided you
have.a bold heart. A bold heart
means you have not lost hope. Good
character as an aid to a fresh start,
this was thoroughly understood by &
Conneeticutt mill owner who failed in}
business at the age of seventy six
@ rs. The old yankee sold every-
thing he owned and paid all his delts
dollars for dollars, ' When asked why
he had sacrificed everything the old
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Conttihnzd

Will Baker Dead -

Mr. Will Bnhr. son pf Mr, Billio
Baker of near Colerain, died last week.
He was only sick one week, was 1aken
ill on Wednesday before; Pneumonis
set in and the end came the Tuesday
following. Mr. Billie Bakor is one of |
the county’s best citizens, hothuq.
of the late Geo. W, Baker of Lewis-
ton, and Mr, Raleigh Baker of Ahos |
kie. - Young Mr. Baker was a mot
many good qualities and his |
death m a shock to tln eomrunity.
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