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:Mr. Charles W. shrnill}-

While 1 was busily engage
in official duty at Raleigh my
law partner wired me of the
death of: this excellent gent
man. It was a startling and
saddening telegram. For more
than thirty years Mr. Spruill a
I have been intimate friends.
He came to Bertie county upbn
his marriage to Miss Annie 'l‘i;l
lock December 17, 1874.
has lived with us since then.
He was born near Plymouth,
February 13, 1852. His father
was Frederick Spruill and his
mother was Mary ' E. C?x.
Thirty odd years ago Mr. Spruill
moved to the Indian Woods sec-
tion of Bertie county and thf’ere
he econducted a fine country
store and cultivated a magmﬁ-
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cent. farm.  : . He was>as uaeful a
citizen as Bertie county ever
had in it. He adopted the best
methods in his farming opera-
tions, He stocked his farm
with the highest grade anizlals
His reputation as a progressive
farmer was state-wide He was
President of the North Carqlma
Farmers Association. He |was
for many years a justice of] the
peace; fair and just. In _1898
he was elected chairman of the
Board of ' Commissioners of Ber-.
tie county. He voluntarily re-
tired a few years ago. Ebery

one felt that thé best interest|

of the county would be served
by him and there was universal
regret when he quit the Board.

He was a prominent member
of the State Good Road Con-
vention and largely to his wis-
dom and progressive words we
owe our present improved rdads.
Mr. and Mrs. Spruill kept ppen
house; where genuine hospitality
was dispensed. They raised a
large family of children, | ;

In politics Mr, Spruill | was
very active; attending the $tate
and District Conventions wthere
he was listened to wnth nfi-

dence by his fellow delegates.
It will be very difficult to |sup-
ply the place of this good citizen

and

in the political, business
social life of Bertie county. i
He was buried at his hon
Sunday last. I was xept
bedside of a very sick rel tlve.
else I should have pai
tribute to his memory with the
hundreds of others who atl: nded
his burial. Rew. B, 8.3 s Bérnes
conducted the ceremony, ass:st
ed by Rev. T. T. Speight -
It is very difficult to x rite of
the death of those who have

| made more drunkards,

.e.m:.m % Thie ey mm; uads | f
: ful life with a wife who trusted him
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We clip w_:thout ¢omment the fol-
lowing _from Cok  Fairbrother’s
"Everything:’’ - |

‘'Gossip has wrecked more homes,
ruined the |
chances of more young people, caused
the shedding of ' more tears than any

other, known vice of mankind. Women r

used to be called the gossipers and it}
was:once the practice of an enlight-
ened society to duck them. As they
‘went under the cold water thev real
ized somewhat of their meanness ani
it is said sometime they reformed.
They are tiresome ard vedious. They
glory in the downfall of a young man
or woman or any iapse on the part of
a business man. especially if the pergson
has heretofore borne a spotless repu-
tation. Their excuse was that they
had no other way to pass away the
time, but now with her club duties,

1 her church work, her social calls and

her home - and family, the ordinary
woman has enough to keep her out
of mischief, 8o that it is no longer a
legitimate excuse. In -fact women
bave advanced in this respect almost
more than in any one direction during
the past decade.

If we have scorn and harsh words
for a woman gossip where shall we
look for language strong enopgh to
condemn the most despisable of all
human wretches— the male gossip
 Bank failures have been charged to
' him; panics are his work and men who
are bravely and triumphantly living
down a dark past are broken and are
woree than murdered by his miserable
glee in making public some fact or
‘suspicion -he has “‘heard’’. Francis
'Jd. Heuny wat shot out in San Fran-
sco. during the progress of the graft

; prosecution, because he could not keep
‘in his own miserable carcass some-

. thing he had’ heard about a prospg

and it was a far greater disgrace to
the attorney that broke down that
man’s structure of life and scrumfle
his hopes, than the truth cold ever be,
no matter what his past record was.
When he shot Henny he did only what
any man under his circumstances
would have wanted to do, and after
the excitement of it all died away,
a good many thought and said Henny
got his, pity it was not fatal. The
'man had not courage to make another
effortand tne poor fellow killed him-
self the same day, thus proving” what
a tragedy it is when men must be the
one to spread t.he “news’’

First Community Building

‘ One of the first community build-
ings in this countrv was opened by the
Board of Trade at Washington County,
Pa., on October 24; 1914. The pur-
pose of the building is to furnish a
general meeting place for town and
country people and to bring them in
closer touch.

In the general meeting room on the
first floor are telephone facilities, mag-
azine and writing tables, sets of all
available Farmers’ Bulletiné. The Ex-
periment Station Bulletine of the
State, and blanks upon which applica-
tion may be made for those desired
by individuals. Another large room
on the first floor is suitable for lunch-
eons, illustrated lectures, and Ilocal
lectures, and local corn shows, apple
shows, demonstration meetings, ete.

On the second floor are two large
rest rooms for women: Those in
charge of the enterprise hope to be
able to employ 8 woman attendant and

for small children of visiting shoppers..

'ﬂnbuﬂdbm contains offices - for
| the board and agricultural barean.

Buk of the building is a hitching
: with ample space for 50
tenms, with a brick walk to the build-}

ing. ~Country people can hiteh their

~etc,, _l_lnd

been your friends and ienta

without seeming extravag
I speak the simple truth 1

say that in every rohﬁyn

teams, bm their wrapl, arrange ap-.

ty.
provide her with facilities for caring s

-urroundo:l wit

narrative, de

fear and @ relentless crusade of club|
.and heel agamst @ Rroup of creatures
of great’ econm____ wvalue, .and,. wnth
few exceptions, absolutely 'harmiess,
says an- artrc-. h; the Philadelphia
Record &

One hundrer.lr ind e!even dis tmct
species of snakes occar in the United |
States, which enly 17 are dangerous |
to .man. Thlrteen of the latter are
rattlesnakes, genus Crotalus. with .an
unmistakable muk of identification,
the tail ending im;ﬂ rattle. The four
remaining dangr____l 48 - species comprise
the copperhead and water moccasino,
genus ancnutrodnu *ﬂd two small bril-
liantly . colored: ﬁ;rnl snakes, genus
elaps. The ran%nf the water moe-.
casin and coral snikes does not ex-
tend farther no:tb&'lhtn the Carolinas,
leaving locdlly aql; the ' banded or
timber rattler (crotalu
the copperhead (ane
tortrix) to be consie ered in the llp;ht
of dannerous reptiles,

The economicé ﬁao to the farmer
of most of our. nn,' tes is of great’ im-
portance, and an @xamination of the
stomach contents of a few wantonly
killed specimens MH soon convince
an intelligent person of the force of
thie plea for thf"ﬁ,;grqtecuon of ' our
snake friends. The ence of large
numbers of ang gnu fields of grow-
iog crops or s ' containing
grain at once i B an abundance
of destroying ro 8, upon which the
snakes feed ¥¢ uely, putting to
shame the feelﬂe :‘h of the family
cat, T
At a conserva

‘propagate their kind the mult. at the
lowest calculation would be as follows:
If 80 of the 160 rats survived and
bred they would Taise three litters of
six young each, totalling .1,440.
Granting that one-half of these young
reach maturity and raise one litter of
8ix their first year, it would mean an
increase of 4,320, making a giand
total of over 5,000 . injurious rodents
accounted for by one shake in a slng]e
year.

The pomonous rattler and copper-
head are never found close to the
habitation of man, and their appear-
ance easily «istinguishes them from
their harm'ess ilies.

The sh. e ol the reptile’s head is no
sure indication of its character, as is
the ~unno.a belief. ‘The pit vipers,
erotu... ¢ snakes (so named on account
of the presence of an orifice betweeu
the eye and nostril,
rattlesnakes, together with the e¢op-
perhead and water moccasin. They
all haye heads distinct from the body,
put deadly coral snakes have all the
outward appearance of bemg harm-
less.

The hoghosed snake,
platyrhinus, is & good example of this
mimicry of the venomous snake, and
has hittle chance for existence when
it erosses man’s path. - Of ugly and
sinister - appearance, when cornered
they flatten the -head and hiss in a}
threatening manner, 'but soon feign|
death, rolling over on their backs and
remaining 80 unnl the danger nas
passed. They cannot be induced to
bite by any amount of tormenting:
This is greatly feared and is called
by many formidable names, such as
spreading adder, death adder;, blow
‘adder, sand vlpar, a.ccording to loenli

!

The most mtnnesting of our loenl

serpents is the King, or ehal.q lnake, :
‘ophibolus gentulus. This beautiful rep- | D
tile is a powerful conatnctor lnd can- | U
nibalistic, feeding on all  manner et in
‘They are |
hnmne to the venom of the rattler or |

snakes as well as rodents,

copperhead and will kill and dqvqur
all of these snakes | tluy ‘encounter.

No branch ai uﬁlu'ti history is so
-weird and. taladeT

tnble ‘ignorance and |

superstition as ‘that dealing with|
| the serpents, the result being inbere_nt |

embrace all thenever bite oxeept
Bites by rattlesnakes of copperneads, | m
even where these reptiles ‘are numer- | com

‘ing for yam in capttvity,‘,tﬁéy
‘most mtarestiut study épeeitﬂmf
common varietv, eutaenia, lll'tﬂul‘
numerous in. Fairmount Park.’ €6
_ Their neamt relatives, th watér
snakea. genus trot)idonotﬁn

very numierous, and are 1fonnd in-

banks of creeks and ponds.
nearly always dark brown in color;

dexteritysin capturing their qunrry
The large brown water hnake, tropi:

poisonous moecasin,
‘piscivorus, owing nag-tlv

logs with tht deadly “'cottonmouth.”
‘The columbers or rat snakes are all -

powerful = constructors,

greatest economic value,

are large and handsome s;lkei,’ the |

ample. 'Thig vyariety is suppoagd
go as an advance guard of the dread-
ed rattlesnake and lead it to ufdty,
which is as ridiculous and fallacisus
as the oft-repeated tale of snakes
milking cows or awallowing their
young in time of danger. They are
often found in the same ratmu as |
the rattlers, which no donbt. gave. bu-t.h
to this mivth.

ing species, hut ho!drm
ground with the body,
gulfing process is accomplighed..
see these black meteors dart away
over rough ground with uxprua speed
is u starting sight, and one - hust be
quick mdeed to' capture them, Cor-
nered gthey fight viciously, but the
nendle-lik2 teeth are incapable of in-|
flicting anything but the mgpst super-
ficial wounds. These snakes, as well

young being hatched from eggs.

and unwarranted preJudxce. reqnim

| but little investigation, and once this _
is done a fascinating and int.eremng'gh,l. ﬂng.m ﬂp their & hool
field of study is unfolded' before the|, g
student of nature and keen ob-ervor. he

“Remember that snakes are never|
slimy, and that even the poisenous |

ous, are a great rarlty, and in the
Northern or middle States, if properly |

States. ___-"
Raymond L Ditmam. cuvator of |

reptiles of the New York ' Zoological

 Soeiety. fo whose miost comprehénuve

bork I refer all interested in the sub-!
ject, recently told writer | that |

ing value greater than theirdmw

each sheding of -the

Their sattitude toward man -is quite ! n ,

_ thmmn the!m rnadily han-

80 gied- s
fully stoned by the country boy, care o

numbers shunning themaselvea ﬂnngtﬁa s
‘They are

with tranaverses markings. They feod
on froga and fish" and show wondn!nl &

donotus toxispilotus, grows 'to great| oot T2
size. and is much- oonfnued with thel, ‘=
cistarodon etes

“the fact|{
that it is found: basking on the same |

and of th,g
feeding en- |7 e
tirely oo warm:-blobded animals. 'l‘hos g 5

pilot or mountain black snake co
lumber obsoletus being «a tgpleal x|
to}

The nommnn'__blick snnke hr rheor. shil

whih the en-
To | ;

as all the coluber-, are ovipprous, the

To strip the snake subject of its ers _' Lt I
roneous ideas, and to lay aside !dﬁltdl '

in - -aplf-defense. |

treated. of no great danger. the large, |.
dangérous snakes being confined to|
heterodon ’ the far Southarn ragion of tho Uhi’ted :

t.he dﬂlt. mtkieleq
reaintanca to di

pe taken to 'prpvm the
and mﬂerfng of =B |
‘same time an nﬁm:n'hm nf .J. a0, pt

air and h hlgh

and mu-led uduetlon in th
fmm tuborenlbsh. P

Thhb»qno of tha
of the whole year for
af Tar Heel boys

their lifs work are |

'L'hay m the glorv ot"

there are quantities of rattleanlko&on ture,
his own place which he does not allew | £5 '

killed, considering their rodent-destroy- | ; repia g

Araﬂersageeanndt be  told bjr"-. i D ?
#the number oJ butqna on l’te rttth.'*h

from three to five m_gpnpnﬂﬁ ﬂ T




