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ReV. S. L. MORGAN, HENDERSON/

eases, Don’ t Blame
Providence.

Mr. Editor: '
The article inclosed from The North
Carolina Health Bulletin by Rev. S. gL
Morgan of ‘Hendersen, N. C., !n 80
replete with sound sense. that | |ita
publication will perhaps remove the
scales from the eyes of many ho
have unjustly. charged Providence
with deaths caused by -their own neg-
lect of sanitdry conditions and wvipla-
tions of the laws of health. 1 agree
with the divine, that it is slandeiing
God to accuse him of "‘taking away’’
those who killed themselves 'by neg-
lect of their health. In my opinion
it is a fearfal sin. k]
J. H. ETHERIDGE.

Last summer a prominent young at-
torney—one of the most popular young
Christian men of our town, died of
typhoid fever, His death made a
deep impression on all the community.
The people packed the church at the
funeral service. His pastor in| his
tender prayer referred to the event
in the usual manner as a ' mysterious
dispensation - of providence,’”’ 'and
doubtless most of those in the great
congregation 0 regarded it. I did
not. -
At the same time two other promi-
nent young people of the town were
critically ill from typhoid. A great
warehouse meeting was in progress in
the town. One thousand people g day
were in attendance. The entire pom-
munity was stirred over these ¢uea
of gsicknesa m nmi
the wareﬁou;;a%riy‘r was
the sick, that God would rebukb the
fever and raise up the sick. Onge or
more I led the prayer and asked  God
not only teo raise up the sick but! also
to touch the minds and hearts and
consciences of the people and move
them to clean up the city and remove
the known causes of sickness and
death. 1 fancied that the latier|peti:
tion sounded on the ears of most of
those who followed me as strange, if
not improper. 'Such a prayer is not
conventional. I dare say it i8 not
orthodox in the popular mind.

Then another typhoid sufferer, a
fine young woman in my | own
church, succumbed to the dmen&e I
went with the family to burry her

from the Baptist church in a nearby! .

town. The leader of the choir hand-
ed me the list of hymns to be uled in
the service, One of :them was, |'‘Thy
Will Be Done.”’ I said to him:| “'In
some circumstances I can sing that
very heartily, but not in such a case
as this. We have learned that ordi.
narily God does not will deaths from
typhoid.”’ - He rether agreed wnﬁh me.
We sang something else. .

Was 1 right—or a cold bpretlc’
Were theae deaths necessary? =Wer~e
they ~'‘mysterious_ dispensations - of
vrovidence?’”’ To- say so seems to be
slandering providence. To imply in
the funeral service that one believes
this is both to wrong God #@nd id.per-.
petuate an error. I am not implying
that sickness or death is not | some-
times, or even ofter, according/to the
divine will---""a dispensation of | provi- |
dence,’”” but that theology i'Which
holds that all  sickness| and
death are decreed by God g
needs reconstruction. Ministe
to be much more discriminating in
their prayers and their counsel touch-/
ing "‘submission to the divine vﬁﬂl.”

Well established facts about health
and disease are needed by many to
explode traditional notions o ! provi-
dence. A few will suffice] One
begs pardon for mqntioningi thom--
Suck facts have become' so fam
Science has aimost banished f
earth certain diseases ﬂmt wer
thought to be sconrges of

;___.
LI

9

A eonerete lnstance or so from our
_North Carolina Health Balletin wi'l
be illuminating. In 1898, the United
States mobilized 12,000 men in Florida
for- four months,

480 deaths. In 1911, agsain the Uni-
ted States mobilized 12,000 men in
'Texas for four months, and there were
among them only two cases of typhoid
and no deaths. In 1818 14 again the
United States mobilized 12,000 men

this time there was not even a single
case of typhoid. Inour entire army
of 90,000 in 1913, there were only|
three cases of typhoid, and it was
clear that two of these cases were
'contracted before entering the ranks. |

Enforced sanitation and vaccina-
tion have almost completely - banished
the disease from the army, Any
commuuity  acting together can do
the same. It seems therefore akin to
blasphemy to put into the funeral ot
& typhoid victim an intimation that
God has struck down once whom His
mercy has taught how to keep: in
health and in His service. Expert
authority declares that about 60,000
persors die annually in the United
States of preventable diseases, 20,
000 of these in our own State. Each
one of these should be made the oec-
casion of prayer, mnot to have grace
to submit to the divine will, but to
have a conscience keenly alive to
sin of letting people suffer and
needlessly. i

Some time ago a sobbing mother
pointed to her darling child in the little

God’s will,
in charge told me later with a show
of lmpntaence ‘that thu mnther killed

rra y I henlthy adult..
What I have said in general is aot
to be taken to heart by individuals.
Most'of us have dear ones who have
died of preventable diseases. Are we
guilty? Perhaps not. We may cur-
selves take every possible precaution,
but unless the law requires our neigh-
bors to clean up we may die ag a
result of their disregard of sanitary
laws. The public is beginning to
think clearly on this subject. Our
own county and town jointiy' have
employed an all-time health officer,
and are supporting him with up-to-
date sanitary ordindnces. It is a frank
effort to relieve proyidence of the re-
sponsibility that rightly belongs to anj|
enlightened community.
Our religion has abundant comfort
to offer, but we have no warrant for
neglecting the known preventives- of
sickness and death, and then hiding
behind God’s providence.

Just o Word of Ghegr 1o Thosg Who
Have LI Ones Gone

Why do they come, ‘these little ones
that enter our homes by the gateway
of suffering, and that linger with us a
few months, uttering no words, smil-
ihg in mysterious silence, yet speaking
all the time of the purity and sweet-
'ness 'of Heaven? - Why must they
open the tenderest fountains of our
natures only to leave them so soon,
choked with the the bitter tears of
lon" :

such questions of the tortured heart;

but one ¢an say, in general, that these
little  temporary wanderers from a
coloatinl home come and go bec.aune of |
the great love of God. It is an ines-
timable blessing to have been the par-

|ént of a child that has the stamp of

Heaven ‘upon its brow, to hold it in
one’s arms, to minister to it, to gaze|
fondly . down into the little upturned
face, gnito rejoice in the unsullied|.

thouzhtﬂmtiu‘,“ﬂ_, ), B8 1
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casket and spoke of submitting to]
The Christian physician
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T:mber Sale. ;-"

Misses Addle and Kate Jenk-'
ins will give a recital in the
Woodmen Hall on Friday even-|"
ing Jupe 18th at 8:39 o’clock:
The entertmnment wxl} inelude
vocal and msmmental atid reci-|
The Misses Jenkins |,
come here under the auspices of
the  local ' Chowan Collegq
Alumm. and the Pproceeds of the |
entertainment will be ‘donated|
1to.  Chowan Coltege. These
young ladies are ‘daughters of |
Mr. W. E, Jenkins formerly of}
this place, and have been 'at-
tending Chowan College where|"
they received - imstruction
music and elocutlon. The ad-
mission will be 15 and 25 cents
with reserved seats 35 cents.
The baseball team has been
given a good start and aeveral‘
games have bheen p]ayed the
last being with Ahoskie result-
ing in a score of 8tolin h‘yor*
of ‘the locals. Several lﬁmeﬂn
have baah arrabged for the near
future. Host £t
' \' aglin on- ﬂw

New S&hool Bnildmg Blg' "

in{
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'_e"l"muﬁf-W?M- at Conaritss

their anxum.
hope that she mq ;
her fatmly and fnéng_-_

“Mr. Miltorn
mi‘t to the Cdunl;y 1
Week. N OE

Rev. R. ’L; D&m . prea
here on m'ohibltwu Mw
A large eongrmﬁon atta'
the services. S v

There will be hasabdtf_{,__
on July ﬁe fourth, | ts are|™®
being made to schf.-dnle twol|
games in the afternoon with ‘3

strong team. Annobncements |
will be made Tater - 5

-_‘..J‘!‘

l‘ne News Fm

- We are very zhd to hnvo me ok iy
fair weather again,  Crops are. dam |
) aged from so much rain. @ i

Mrs. A. E. Askew and littl’o hoy! T
Hartwell were called home last eélh
on account of the death of her b s |
Jittle ¢hild Edward n.nu;
*qﬂ:hthctmilx. AT Y

"Rev. M. P Dlﬂ: ﬁllqdhi-

Tax Anseisor of Wmasor wu,
here last week in: connecnon
with tax listing. . ;

Members of the local Tenms_-

Club are preparing to present a|

play here in a short while. They
will probably take it to Windsor
also.
Mr. H. L. Early made a busi-
ness trip to Windsor ]ast week.
Architects have ' submitted

building to be erected on the
gite bought for the Farm Life
School. The plans of the ar-
chitects and ‘the fund of the
Board however do not make con-
nectivn, S0 the Board will either
arrange for additional funds or
ask for bids on a less expensive
building. It is probable that}
more funds will be secured. and
the intention
building ready for the fall term.

Mr. R. J. Dunning has re-
turned from Florida where he

sold over 17000 acresof timber|

land for his company . involying
the sum of over $150.000. An
English syndicate bought the

of which will be used in ship- |!
building.

formerly Miss Freddie Burden
of this place, is visiting her pa-
rents, Mr. and Mrs. _W D. Bt:lr
den. -

Davis is ‘complete and Mr.
and his fmuly are now _
on eant Mnm straetp

| Ruby Waﬂ paned througb town Sun-

is to have thel

Mrs. W. P. Fuller ormmdaﬁ--

-uuyt.bolr liulb thm'yen’ d |
wuw. . "'I'"
Mr, Willie, Jenkins eal!od on Hiu |
Mildred Lassiter Sunday p. m. . A

Miss Melissa Tayloe has Tust re-|
turned from a visit to relatives.

Quite acrowd uttended ehnrcb at}
Canter Grove Sunday p, AEREE

Mr. and Hm. L. J. Godwin spent |
the week end with l!u, Godwins
parents Mr. and Mrs..J. P. Morris. =

Mr. R. A. Myers from Eure N. 'C. |
was at home last week to attend the
funeral of his nephew. .

Mre. 8. J. Britt of Merry Hiﬂ visi-.
ted her daughter Mrs. Grover Mym _
last week. ;
Miss Pearl Early and. little neice

| boy, §

'.'.o-

and mmmc
the mme of thi Lor

When the ﬁm of life is
When in nemm wien,’i
tlln o
day.
Mr, J. H. Lmlter wu in Anlan-
der Tuesday on business.
~ People are very busy in their cmpa
- We are glad to know it il mnch

e mc w b;w-«--au"";“"

warmer. - | _‘_~
T 4 uLarkspﬂ-” : PN A ; memb
News Frnm‘Near Pmllsvllle .5 T of th
We-are tosty 1o report Litta John- | record anda *

:oM%xellhuhommthapickM for|sor ;
-_.ﬂmlauttwom mwhhhm'eo;! |
ing recovery. . _

We, hnhthbb d min !or tho el
last mk, mm u__,npmy* row-|

The new home of Rev. M. P Mias




