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; How Will You Vote?
FECAUSE North Carolina and Macon County
usnally o Democratic, this week’s Democratre
primary is of major si:;nii'ic:mcc;_fur. the ch_ances
arce. those who are nominated Saturday will be
elected next fall,

That places a heavy responsibility upon the in-
dividual Democratic voter. It is a heavy respon-
sibility, whether he is balloting for the nominees
for members of the county board of education and
the county’s representative, or for a governor or a
L. S. senator—and whom we nominate for t}}e
county board of education and for representative 1s
perhaps even more important to the pquple:_ of Ma-
con County than who wins the nomination for
covernor or senator.

And it is a responsibility the individual Demo-
cratic voter cannot evade—even if he stays away
irom the polls, he hasn’t dodged his respu'nsihilit}‘.
for failure to vote, in any election, really is a vote
against good government.

There is only one question to be decided in each
of the primary contests: '

Which candidate is best fitted for the office?

Some of us will vote for a candidate because he
once did us, or some of our kin, a favor. But what
does that have to do with his qualifications for of-
fice? Your neighbor probably has done you favors,
but does that fit him for public office?

Some of us will vote for a candidate because he
has a pleasing personality. Being able to make
people like you is a great asset to anyone, but a man
may casily have personality and have no character,
or ability.

And some of us will vote for a candidate because
the leaders in our community have passed the word
down that he or she is the one to vote for. The
views of the leaders certainly are worth listening
to, and considering. But if we swallow them, hook,
line, and sinker, without using our own judgment,
we aren’t doing a very intelligeny job of voting.
As\a matter ‘of fact, American democracy will last
only so long as the vast majority of voters get all
the facts available, and then do their own thinking.

By what yardstick, then, can a voter judge a
candidate?
Isn't the first qualification of all character? If a

man or woman doesn’t have that, what he thinks
or savs doesn't mean anything.

Next, the consciéntious voter will want to know
what a candidate stands for, what his views are,
what his policies in office will be—his past record
usually is the best index to this. '

Finally, there is the question of a candidate’s abil-
ity—his natural capabilities, his training, and his
experience.

Those are the only standards that count.

To judge a candidate by these standards is hard
for the average voter, very hard. But good govern-
ment, like everything else worth-while in life, is
something that doesn’'t come without effort.

Bouquet

Our manners to Mrs, Lee Guffey and Miss Amy
Henderson, teachers in the Franklin school, for the
unusually fine program given by their first graders
at last week’s meeting of the Franklin Parent-
Teacher association.

The average parent who has as many as two or
three children is inclined to look with a certain awe
upon any adult who has the temerity even to get
in the same room with a crowd of six-year olds.
That awe grows when the adult actually keeps all
those noisy, wriggling voungsters quiet and still.
And when, with some 55 in her room, she teaches
them something, the performance, to persons accus-
tomed to six-year olds, verges on the miraculous.

Miss Henderson and Mrs. Guffey did more than
that. Somehow, sometime, they trained these young-
sters—and it's an important part of their educa-
tion—for last week's ' appealing program; they
managed, too, to give each of the more than 100
children some part in it, ;
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CALLS FOR ACTION
People of Macon:

I redd the hometown papeéer each week from beginning to
end, and especially our school proolems. I say “our" because
&l problems of Macon wil always be part mine.

We started about fifteen years ago talking of consolidating
our schools, but for the progress we have made, it still wil
-take forty more years; and, to run the schools we do have, we
must thank the government through W. P. A,

Our first move after the war was to vote bonds, which was.
a good move, but only about hali big enough. Have the peaple
forgotten the valuation last year of Macon County property?
#end do we then realize we have the lowest tax rate of any
other part of the country; all because we haven't bullt any
in 50 many years?

After the bonds were voted-do we all remember by what a
huge majority they carried? - they were just let alone. 1 see
now we are going to walt for some federal and state aid in
the future. »

I don't see where we will get any saving soon, as the money
our government has set aside recently to stop Russia is only
a drop in the bucket to what it will finally take, therefore,
creating still cheaper money and higher prices. .

‘ We could have built when we voted these bonds cheaper
than now, and do it just as cheap now as any time soon.

Let's study our board of education candidates. Let's pick
the young ones that have children coming along to educate.
Sometimes after a man gets his children grown-up he will
Just naturally vote in a@ way to save himself a few extra dol-
lars tax money. And this might work for our state candi-
dates, tor a man with a house full of children, it seems,
should have a hand in their education.

Let's start doing and stop talking about doing this. Or
let’s just forget the whole thing and say we are illiterate,
and continue to be so. '

Let's not fool ourselves. These are modern days. Nine-teriths
of the children get out of the county sooner or later: either
way you travel from Macon, you soon come to nice buildings
and play erounds and you can hear them say, “I wish we had
a school like that don't you, Daduy /" Then we w..cer why so
many of our children quit at luiween and sixteen years old.

Let's dress them up, get music in the school; having a band
makes the ball games better, and the children love such stuff.

WILEY CLARK.

Mount Dora, Fla.,
May 19, 1948.

—_—

| POETRY CORNER .

Conducted by

EDITH DEADERICK ERSKINE
Weaverville, N. C.

Sponsored by Asheville Branch, National League of American Pen Women
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THOUGHTS IN SPRING

When I die it will not matter

. What tomb covers me—

My spirit will 20 home to hills
Blue as infinity . . .

My spirit will go home to wind
Among my mountain pines;

To rain that drips from laurel leaves,
That after the shower shines

On a myriad green, green leaves and on
The fragrant blossoming

Of apple bough—on cedar bud,
And the mossy carpeting

Of certain dells . . . on the galax leaves
In the damp, dark pungent loam;

On the trees and the rocks and the waterfalls
Of the fair, fair hills of home . . .

When I die it will not matter
Where my tomb should be—

My spirit will go home to where
I long have longed to be.

—Bess Hinson Hines
Highlands, N. C., and California

(EDITOR'S NOTE: All contributions to this column must be
typewritten, on one side of paper only, and should be addressed
to Mrs. Edith Deaderick Erskine, Weaverville, N. C. As editor
of the column, Mrs. Erskine will have the sole and final de-
cision as to what contributions are to be published. Contributors
who wish their unpublished poems returned should inclose
stamped, self-addressed envelope.)
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Others’ Opinions ®

HENRY'S ELECTION AS BISHOP

The election of the Rev. M. George Henry of Charlotte as
pishop of the Protestant Episcopal diocese of Western North
Carolina comes as a distinctive honor to this young clergy-
man, now only in his thirty-eighth year.

All who have observed his brilllant career in the Episcopal
church will agree that the diocese could hardly have found
a man better qualified by temperament, general ability, and a
deep sense of spiritual values to conduct the affairs of a dio-
:oeaebeas diversified as that of Western North Carolina is known

As this is written, Mr. Henry has not decided whether he
will accept or not. But, whether he acepts or declines, his
parishioners will know that his choice 1s dictated by his sense
of duty, and they will concur in it, happily if he elects to stay
with them, with their best wishes if he feels that his duty lles
in the larger fleld.

In the four and a hnl! years that he has been in Charlotte,
his organizing ability has been amply demonstrated by the
growth of Christ church, which has multiplied its original
membership by seven, has built a temporary quonset hut that
was expected tq house the congregation for years to come but
is already so hopelessly outgrown that at the very moment
the news of Mr. Henry's election as bishop was received, the
congregation was voting to ralse $75,000 a year for each of the
next three years L0 erect a permanent bullding,

His spiritual leadership is evident at his morning prayer
services each Sunday, where the attendance is reguiarly far
above the average for churches of that size. Indeed it often
happens that every seat In the church is taken and late ar-
rivals must stand. The Sunday school has so expanded that
the tool-house has to be refitted for a classroom and other
classes must be held in the main church.

From what we hear from the dlocese of Western North
Carolina, it needs a man of precisely these organizing and
spiritual qualities for its bishop, and that, no doubt, was the
reason for his election.

Charlotte churches have furnished more than their share of
Episcopal bishops. The names of Bishop Cheshire, Bishop
Penick, Bishop Walker, and Bishop Jackson come immediately
to mind, and a Charlotte that has come to know and love M.
George Henry will agree that, if he accepts, he will be a dis-
tinguished addition to that distinguished company.

His church, of course, will hope that he declines, but that,
they know, s a matter between Mr, Henry and his consclence
when he has entered into his closet and shut the door.

| —Charlotte Observer,

The wisest must agree to some unreasonable things, that
reasonable ones of more consequence may be obtained,
~Benjamin Franklin,
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LEGAL ADVERTIMING
ADMINISTRATOR'S NOTICE
Having qualified as adminis-

trator of Clara Roper, deceased

late of Macon County, N. C., thi
is to notify all persons having
claims against the estate of saic

| deceased to exhibit them to th.

undersigned on or before the
26 day of April, 1949 or this
notice will be plead in bar of
their recovery. All persons in-
debted to said estate will please
make immediate settlement.
This 26 day of April, 1948.
LYMAN ROPER,
Administrato,
A29 -6tp—J3 3

ADMINISTRATOR'S NOTICE
Having gqualified as adminis-
trator of John H. Dalton, de-
ceased, late of Macon County,
N. C., this is to notify all per-
sons having claims against the
estate of said deceased to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 11 day of May,
1949, or this notice wilk be plead
in bar of their recovery. All
persons indebted to said estate
will please make immediate set-
tlement.
This 11 day of May, 1948.
LON J. DALTON,
Administrator

MI13—6tp—J17

ADMINISTRATOR'S NOTICE

" Having qualified as adminis-
trator of T. C. Childers, de-

ceabed, late of Macon OCounty,
N. C., this is to notify all per-
sons having claims against the
estate of sald deceased to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 15 day of May,
1949 or this notice will be plead
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sqns indebted Lo sald estate will
please make immediale settle-
ment.
This 15 day of May, 1948.
J. R. CHILDERS,

'Administralor

M20--6tec—J24

NORTH CAROLINA
MACON COUNTY:

Under and by virtue of the
power of sale vested In the
undersigned trustee by deed of
trust executed by Charles Wiz-
gins and wife, Dovie E. Wiggins,
on April 10, 1946, the same be-
Ing recorded at the office of
the Register of Deeds for Ma-
con County, North Carolina, in
Mortgage Book No. 36, Page 163,
said deed of trust having been
executed to secure certain in-
debtedness therein set forth,
and default In the payment of
said indebtedness having been
made, I will on Monday, June
21, 1948, at 12 o'clock noon, at
the Courthouse door in Frank-
lin, North Carolina, sell to the
highest bidder for cash the fol-
lowing described land:

BEGINNING at a black gum
near the road in the South
boundary line of Erastus Car-
penter land, runs thence N.
43 W 20 poles to an old cor-
ner; thence N. 55 Deg. W. 34
poles to an old corner; then
N. 70 Deg. W. 36 poles to a
white oak; thence 8 6 Deg.
W. 54 poles to an old corner
on top of the ridge; thence
S. 19 Deg. W. 20 poles loc a
large Chestnut oak, an old
corner; thence S. 80 Deg. E.
62 poles to a whitg oak on the
bank of the road; thence with
the meanders of said road as
follows: N. 14 W. 15 poles, N.
52 E. 25 poles to a white oak;
thence 8. 11 poles to a
white oak; thence N. 11 poles
to the beginning containing
25 acres.

This the 17th day of May,
1948.

R. 8. JONES, Trustee

M20—4tc—J10
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