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OFF IN TREES.
GAME. TOURISTS

1.as shaped Forest Service
wies luward grazing, farming

wad  lOgELIE

which feed the muuntaiun lakes
e sorest Service also Is pro-
lecting Lhe walclsiitus vl al=

1
pol-|
'sort of cutting represents the
. e watersheas | harvesting of a c¢rop,
gy | exploitatiun 01 8 natural re-

tion of guality timber.

Recently loggers
their work on a tract which ran
(rom Wayah Crest aown o
wily Jonn Creek i the heart
of tne Nantahala forest. Mov-
ing tarough this tract (on fool
and by car), a casual ooserver
scarcely would be aware tlhat
the land has been logged. This

not the

source.
The sustained yleld program
mnsures

completed |

rous cities (Brevard, Marion|of tne Forest Service
i‘;l:: JU\I1:11111-r:;.mv111v are -ex-|the aalive peopig of 5teady\em‘-
amples) and industries like the  ployment and it a.l:-x:r insures
L Keusia and champion |thal heavy consumers of lu_gs
paper companies and the Enka | (like the pulp mills at (,.mt.uu.
syl LOPpOration. . |and Sylva) will have a suurce

it he Yuestion of Timber

|oI supply in the future
rhe Nantahala forest, besides !

Returns, 25 Per Cent

rapking high4n annual rainfall, The Forest Eervice returns
also s unique in the varie-|25% of the income from the
vy of native trees to be fouad | timber sales to the counties in

i wle coves and along Lhe|1ieu of taxes. In Graham coﬂ_n-
ridpes. A man making the trip'ty 72% of the forest land lies
e e Fleumont to e o,0uu- | within the Nantahala Nauuual
UL ptass o Lne ieanessee lne | Forest. During 1944 the timber
wai ubserve more different spe- |sales were large and Graham
civs 01 Liées Lnun he Wil 10d «1 | jounty iealized 16 cenls an acre

4 Lrip across all of Europe, from ‘ from this rebate. Last year the

wie olitsh Isles to Turkey. Nantahala paid an average of 6
wes Lile early lwsl’s wnen J.|cents an acre to the counties

Lt.wtil  Stone, now regional | jrom timber sales, about ihe

lesker for the 11 Southern gmount formerly realized In

swlwes, WAS assistant supervisor taxes.

o1 the Nantahala forest, the  Another 10% from timber sales

is used for the upkeep of
accounted for 50 to 60% of the|ihe 250 miles of Forest Secrvice-
veute ULl Uhese mountains, | maintained roads. These roads

In those years the biight was are heavily used by residents of
just reaching = the Nantahala the county.
country. Today all the chestnuts| e North Carolina, where; ac-
are dead. The blight was the cording to Regional Forester
most damaging blow ever struck | Stone, we are cutting 8% more
our mountain counties. Even to- | timber each year than we grow,
day the whitened trunks of dead | this sustained yield program 1s
chestnuts accounts for 18% of ' important. Without it we would
the commercial timper in the | continue to dip into our capital

wagnuicent Amerncan chestnut

mantahala forest,
Mr. Stone estimates that there

are ouu,0u0,000 board feel of saw |

logs in the forest today. He re-
ports that the growth is run-
ning along at an estimated 12,-
000,000 board r;:,ﬁ; each year.
The Forest Service policy is
Lo narvest Lhe timber crop as it
matures. However, since large
. Lagts m Lthe Nantahala are now
understocked, the service is lim-
iting the yearly cut to some-
thing like 7,000,000 feet. The
remainder (5,000,000 feet each
year) is reilnvested in forest
capital until the Nantahala
reaches full production. At the
time the annual growth will be
cut from the land as it matures.
1n 1944, when war demands
Heavy Wartimeé Cut
were heavy, almost 50 million
board feet of timber were cut
off the Nantahala forest alone.
Taoday the annual cut is run-
ning along at 30-40 thillion
board feet, about 7 million in
green timber and the remalnder
in dead chestnut.

Most of the timber is logged |

by mountain people (a resull
ot a policy to it forest use into
the local economy) and ‘it is
logged on a selective basis. Be-
fore a tract is cut over, trained
foresters mark the mature Lrees
and they also mark the cull

| instead of living off the annual
income produced by our forests,
| But the program of' the United
States Forest Service is only a
| short skip in the right direction,
| There are 18 million acres of
| commercial forest land in North
Carolina. Of this only one mil-
|lion acres are in -aational tor-
ests. The state, counties and
| munieipalities own some and the
rest (about 16.5 million acres)
is privately owned.
Of the privately owned for-
est roughly 10 milion acres are
on small farms. Until the in-
dividual farmer can be educated
to use his forest land properly
and to treat trees as a crop,
North Carolina is likely to con-
tinue dipping into its capital
reserve. Mr, Stone says that this
educational problem ls the big-
gest headache faced by the For-
est Service in the South today.
The Game and Fish Crops
The game and fish produced
in the forests also are consid-
ered crops and are harvested
each year. There are 1,290 miles
of trout and bass streams on
the Nantahala National Forest.
Each year these are stocked and
opened to the public on specifi-
ed days. Last year 12,768 fisher-
men worked the waters of the
Pisgah National Forest. In the
Nantahala the number was
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Trail”
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smaliéf [1,580) but 1% of the
flshermen in the Nantahala

| made limit catches agalnst only
|6% for the Pisgah.
1

to permit the maximum produc-

Working with the North Car-
blina Wildlife Resources com-
mission, the Forest Service helps
maaage four areas on the Nan-
tahala
Indian, Wayah Bald and San-
leelian), where sJdnud DUl
are held for black bear, wiid
boar and deer. The lorest also
provides some racoon, ‘possum
and fox hunting, and there is
Lhe basis for some excelient fu-
ture gunning for grouse.

Except for bear—20 were tak-
eén 0if the Banteetiah manuge-
ment area last year— most of
the hunting is in the stage
where stocks are being rebuilt.

These streams and game areas
along with the ALCOA and 1VA
lakes providé an important at-
traction for tourists,

It Is difficult to evaluate the
watershed management work of
tne Forest Service in lerms o.
dollars and cents. It is even
more difficull to guess at tne
part played by the Nantahala
and Pisgah National Forests in
our tourist industry. But witi-
out question those forests are
bringing many millions ol dol-
lars’ worth of tourist business
Lo this state each year,

The forests, along with the
Qualla reservation and the
Smoky Mountain National Park,
embrace aa area of something
| like four milllon acres (not all
publicly owned, of course) and
this area contalns some of the

(Fires Creek, Standing

hardwodlds In 5§  Holitherh
highlands is lofkted oh the Joyee
Hilmer Memorial Forest, a part
of the Nantahala, in Graham

eounty. This 3,840-4cre area was
selected -affer a nationwide
search and in 1936 it was set
aside In remembrance of tne
man who wrote “Trees.”

| The Joyce Kllmer forest can
| be reached by car but the to:-
est itself must be traveled cn
|foot. There are 20 miles of
|tralls. It is a place floored In
fern and laurel and rhododren-
dron, where trees drive upward
in 170-foot columns and fliter
the sun until the light is as soft
as forest murmurs, Yellow pop-
lars six feet through ‘shoulder
dark hemlocks almost as large
along the creeks and, on the
cupped sides of the coves.
Except for the Joyce Kilmer
tract—a memorial to man and
to a time which has escaped us
—the Nantahala forest does not
have an ldle acre. Mr. Renshaw
land his stalf of rangers have
put the forest to work. They ar
puilding up the spc.ige-like soil
cover which protects the water-
sheds; they are raismg annual
crops of timber and of fish and
game, too; and they are rezu
lating the harvesting of th.sc
_crops in such a way that the

“
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finest mountain scenery m wie

Eastern United States. Moreover, '

the area 1Is within relatively
easy reach (200 miles) of some
13,000,000 people. It oirers a
summer climate vastly superior
to that found in the surround-
ing iiatlands.

Tourists are aware of the
highly publicized Smoky Moun-
tain Park, but not many vis-
itors appreciate the recreational
resources of the national lor-
ests. Certainly from the stand-
point of accessibility the Nanta-
hala and Pisgah forests oiler
more than the Smoky Mountain
Park. There is one major road
through the park while the two
ipresis are threaded by 11 im-
portant U. 8. highways.

Along the highways in the
Nantahala National Furest there
are nine picnic areas, one maj-
or camping place (with traller
space) and two (Arrowood Glade
and Cliffside Lake) combination
areas where swimming is avall-
able. The same sort o1 develop-
ment is found in the Pisgah
forest.

Ve scenle resources of the
Nantahala forest equal those
found any place in the South-
ern Appalacniaus, During Juae
and the front part of July the
laural, pink and purple rhodo-
dendron and azaleas wash the
mountains in progressive waves
of color. Then, along about Oc-
tober, the hardwoods take fire
with the first frosts and the
Cowees, tnie Nantahaths, e
Balsams, the Snowbirds and the
Cheouhs are a rouiug, s..o.d-
hazed blaze of color.
The Nantahala gorge (place
of the noonday sun in Chelio-
kee lzgend), the Shooting Creek

vista, the view from Wayah
Bald, the many white water
falls—Dry Falls, Bridal Veil,

Cullasaja Falls—and the mile-
after-mile of twisting moun-
tain roads (try the Winding
Stairs) open up a lush, unpe-
lievably green mountain coun-
try which is delightiul to per-
sons accustomed to corn and
cotton for vegetation,
If you prefer the back coun-
try, away from the car window
sight-seers, then the Nantahala
(or the Pisgah) will serve you
well. For long waikers there is
the Appalachian Trail, which
runs from Mount Oglethorpe in
Georgia north some 2,050 miles
to Mount Katahdin in Maine.
And the Appalachian Trail is
just one link in the 320-mile
system of horse and footpaths
which thread the forest.
The finest tract of virgin cove

WATCHES

Elgin, Bu'ova's

and Parkers

DIAMONDS

Keepsake and Columbia
well known national
makers

SILVERWARE

1847 ROGERS and

Community brands

JEWELERY

Rings, Bracelets,
Necklacesses,
Tie Sets,
Cigarette Lighters,
Watch Bands, and etc

Grover Jamison
Jeweler

Stock

Opens
October 1

There's no easier way to
SAVE
Ask us for detalls

MACON ZOUNTY
BUILDING & LOAN
Au?ciation
Bank of Franklin Bldg.

']

yield s & pérpetual yield.

The primary resources O0f
Western North Carolina are the
Same as they were 25 years ago.

The difference is that crack |

professional  men like E. W.
Renshaw and ‘Herbert BStone
have helped the folks in our

mountain counties to use these |

resources wisely.

Talk to men like Floyd Gril- |

fin, Graham county's super.:a-
tendent of schools, or weunar
Jones, editor of Macon Count;".
Franklin Press, and you wil
learn that the bustiing o Rob-
binsville and the brisk busmness

iy QDS
_ lake G&ﬁ

| along the streets of Franklin
are a product of a stable econ-
omy bullt slowly on the wise use
of natural wealth,

DEXTER
WASHERS
FARMERS FCDERATION

Bryant Mutual
Burial Association
L]

Mdrest and Strongest
in Lthe County

CITY MARKET
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Good

Round Steak, Ib..............

Good :
Sirloin Steak, Ib............

Chuck
Roast, Ib.

Prime

Rib Rolled, Reast, Ib.....

69¢
69c
55¢
69c

Dressed Fryers and Hens
Veal - Lamb - Oysters
k.

We specialize in Pure Pork Sausage

CITY MARKET

Call Us

Phone 124

. OW BOY! THEY SAW A FISH
| AS LONG AS THIS SPADE
| DOWN AT THE LAKE

TERTANLY WE CAN FIX IT GOOD A5
NEW, BUT THINK OF THE TROUBLE
A

Te W THEY'D LET THE
nn#ﬁmﬂ oF

Ok C0- e

ADJUST THEIQ BRAKES BEFORE -
THE ACCIDENT HAPPENED
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%ﬁg/We’v: everything for
the tiny tot! Sacques,
blanksts, buntings . . .
all the necessities and
pretties to make baby
comfy and warm.

0 il

Come in today and
shop for baby here.
You'll find gifts ga-
lcre . . . layette es-
sentials . . . just
everything ' a mo- ”
ther and baby could
wish for.

THE CHILDREN'S SHOF
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