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Who Is To Blame?

HO is to blame for the fact that one young
Macon County man out of every 25 of draft
age cannot even sign his name?

Who is to blame for the further fact that many
more of these Macon youths between the ages of
18 and 25 can do no more than sign their names—
that they can write nothing else, and can read not
at all?

Who is to blame for what these figures indi-
cate—that, if we have so many illiterates among
our young men, we must have 250 or 300, or pos-
sibly more, among adults of all ages in Macon
County?

Who is to blame for this shameful situation that
exists, not in China, or India, or some Pacific is-
Jand, but right here in Macon County?

It would be pleasant if we could point our fin-
gers at some one person or some one agency and |
say: “The blame lics there”. But it isn’t as simple |
as that. - |

' * S * i I

These young men have themselves, first of all,
to blame; because anybody who wants it can get
an education today. In most cases, a little energy,
a little ambition was all that was needed.

]

But if we are going to blame six-year olds—or
even eighteen-year olds—for lacking the ambition
and, gumption and energy to go to school, how
much more are we going to blame the parents, who
presumably have adult heads on their shoulders? To
fail to teach a child to read, in this age, is like
putting out his eyes or stopping up his ears. Had
parents done that, to the bodies of their children,
we would have had them in court in short order.
But they do that to their children’s minds—and
we do nothing about it!

This newspaper is to blame for failing, before
this, to dig up the facts and inform the public.

The civic clubs and the churches and the
P. T. A’s are to blame for being blind to the
situation,

And vou and I, as citizens, are to blame for not
being good enough citizens to know what was
going on in our own neighborhoods, and doing
something about it. From no less authority than
members of the county board of commissioners
comes the statement that non-attendance at schoal
is widgspread in Macon County, right now; that
there are children of school age in every town-
ship who have never “seen the inside of a school.”

increasingly smaller portion of thé goﬁli of the
world are granted—the chance to choose by their
vote the executive hegd of their nation’s govern-
ment.

In the eves of the rest of the world, this is fast
becoming an important symbol of the American
way of life.

With this in mind, it i3 inore than just cur
privilege - to go to the po.s on November 2 and
cast our ballot for the men of our choice—it is
our duty.

Today the world is dividing into two camps,
the democratic governments vs the tcialiarian
states. For our own economic security as weil as
the peace ol the world, it 1s most important that
we get the best government possibie.

* * L

Here is where vou and I come in. Democracy,
to work satisfactorily, must reflect as nearly as
possible the will of the majority. There is but one
sure way for this will to become known. Every
person n
on November 2 go to the polls and vote for the
persons who, in their judgment, are best able to
fill the various positions, whether it be the Presi-
dent of the United States or county surveyor,

There may be candidates for minor offices whom
the average person will know nothing about and
in those cases will not have a good opportunity to
learn who is best qualified. But, today, with all
the facilities of radio, newspapers, and public li-
braries available, any person can learn the major
issues between our national candidates and parties
and decide for themselves which seems bettegy quali-
fied to solve our problems.

The strength of democracy comes from the voice
of the people. Even its critics admit that. The
leaders ;of the countries which favor a dictatorial
form 0! government believe that it is impossible
for this voice of the people to make itself heard.
They would like te find our gavernment repre-
senting only a minaerity grgup; thus leaving a
large disgruntled majority that they could promise
the moon to. ' '

The coming adminiatration, regardless of party,
needs to know if it has the support of the ma-
jority of the voters. If large numbers of people
stay home, goverhment officials, even if they carry
out their campaign pledges, can not be sure of
themselves. '

Democracy is on trial in the eyes of the world,
and the American people owe it to the sacrifices
of their forefathers and the happiness of future
generations to do their part in making it work by
expressing themselves at the polls on November 2.
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AWAKE, AMERICA!

Awake from your sleep, Ameriea,
Defend your sacred soil!

Still stunned by the fangs of the cebra
You sleep In the python's coll.

You have given your gons and
You have given the fat of land;

You have nurtured the of the python—
The python has bitten your hand.

You have cast your bread on the waters,
You have given your goods and your toll;
Good-will is not for the python

It knows but the strength of its cofl

Awake from your
Look to your sacred
Let not our
Become the

Franklin, N. C.

daughters,

this county, who is eligible, should.

Others’ Omin

Have you and I done anything about it? Do we
kncew which children in our own neighborhood
never see “the inside of a school”? Have we tried
to find out why they are growing up in ignorance?
Have we gone to see the duly constituted authori-
ties to try to get some action?

Those are questions most of us would rather
not answer,

Those constituted authorities, it i8 true, are le-
gally responsible. Bit you and I have a moral re-
sponsibility as neighbors, as community leaders,
and as citizens whose public opinion usually is
translated into action by constituted authority.

* * L

Ewvery mdn and woman in Macon County must
accept a share of the blame for the situation that
exists today., And each of us has a share of the
responsibility for seeing that it doesn’t continue
to exist. '

It is a responsibility we cannot dodge.

Why It Is.Our Duty On November 2

The first Tuesday in November of every fourth
year is one of the most’ significant days in the
lives of the people of the United States. It is the
time that they are affored an opportunity that an

' SMOKY PARK PAYS OFF

ticipate with confidence that the number
great park during the ensuing year will be
million and a half.

Of course a substantial portion of the visito
Caroling and Tennessee residents, but many hundreds
sands of them came from other states,
fornia and

é
:

k and surrounding mountain country,
where delightful climate and gorgeous scenery combine to make
it one of the world's vacation lands.

The 8moky Moun National Park is a great asset to the
sh:rmmotmﬂ:mmm.mmdm
nation. '

NOTICE OF SALE

NORTH CAROLINA
MACON COUNTY

By authority of an order en-
tered by the Superior Court of
Macon County on the 27th day
af SBeptember, 1948, in an action
entitied “Gllmer A. Jones, Adm.
of the Estate of Robert Beruggs,
v8. Addle Seruges, et al”’, I will
an the 28th day of October, 1048,
at 12 o'clock noon at the Court-
house door In i runklin N. C,
sell at publie .u u.u W toe
highest bidder for cash the lol-
lowing described lands:

Scruggs died selzed and pos-
sessod set forth In the fol-
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is required to appear at the ofé
rice of the Clerk of the Buperioy
Coutt oi swid County in the
courthouse in Franklin, N. C., on
the 24th day of November, 1048,
and answer or demur to the
complaint in sald action, or
th: plaintiff will apply to the
Jouart for the rellef aemunded
in sald complaint, »

‘I‘his tne 4th day ef October,
1948.

J. CLINTON BROOIISHIN T,
Clerk of the Supc.iur . ourt
Macon County, Nortn vaiuling
O7—4te—-TB—028

NOTICE OF PUGLICATION |
OF SUMMONS J
NORTH CAROLINA &
MACON COUNTY -
W. C. HAWKINS

]

Vs,
MILDRED HAWKINS

The defendant, Mildred Haa-
kins, will take notice that an
action entitled as above has
been commenced in the Superior
Court of Macon County for the
purpose of securing an absolute
divorce for the plaintiff, W. C.
Hawkina,

Bald defendant will further
take notice that she is required
to appear -at the office of the
Clerk of BSuperlor Court of
Macon County, North Carolina,
at the Courthouse in Franklin,
North Carolind, on the 1st day
of November, 1948, and answer
or demur to the complaint in
said action, or the plaintiff will
apply to the Court for the re-
lief demanded In the complaint.

This 1st day of October, 1948.

J. CLINTON BROOKSHIRE,

Clerk Buperior Court. -
07T—4te—JJ—028 ‘
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