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_ It’s happened again—the second time within a
week |
*. 'Sunday's operetta, like the band concert the Sun-
_day before, was a credit to this community ; would

' have been a credit to any community.

" Bougquets are due the director, Mr. S. F. (Sammy)
Beck, for a difficult job well done; to the more than
60 young people participating, who added to no-
table talent a lot of hard work; and to the com-
munity for its support—again last Sunday the
young people played to a capacity audience that

<. was highly appreciative.

A Cleu; Town Never Decays

“A clean tooth never decays”, it is said.

However that may be, surely it is true that—
) A clean town never decays.

Most of us, as a matter of common, ordinary
~brush our teeth regularly, This week—
ranklin Clean-up Week—let's brush our town.

V" Lek’s serub (not just pour a little water on) our
streets; nothing but scrubbing will get them clean.
-Let’s manicure our alleys and vacant lots.

Ah everybody working, such a change can be
ade in Franklin this week that none of us would
lmow it for the same town.
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One Or The Other

v in recent decades, has the game of na-
" tional politics been played more intently than it is
today. The President of the United is on a purely
political ¢ross-country junket. And many members
of both political parties in congress for many
months have quite openly been speaking and voting
oeebiirely for political effect.
That, pechaps, is to be expected in normal times.
But these are hardly normal times. This is a time,
our military leaders tell us, when the United States
faces an international crisis so grave as to make
the most important domestic issue puny by com-
parison, ' '

Now one of two things is true,

Efther the crisis is not grave. In that case, the
—~+—President, as their superior, and congress, as their
paymaster, should silence these military leaders.

Or it is grave., And in that case, the President
and many members of congress are acting like ir-
responsible children,

Comments On A Letter

Elsewhere on this page appears a letter concern-
ing the elegtion of a town clerk by the Franklin
joard of aldermen at its recent meeting. _

" The Press is glad to publish this letter, since it
Jelieves that one of the functions of a community
ewspaper is to serve as a forum for the discussion
of public aifairs; the more such discussion there is,
the better for the community, .

'3 he letter, it seems to us, deserves comment.

28 lt-is not for this newspaper to say whether the

- -flid or did not make the wisest choice among
ge eight applicants for the position, So far as we
bw, all eight were qualified, and of course noth-
that is said here is meant as a reflection on the,
Basmcter Or the ability of any applicant,
wo points, however, seem worth making:

. The editor of this newspaper has attended the
stings of the Franklin board, month after month,
us has had a good opportunity to observe the
» board works. While not always in agree-
ith decisions of the board, it is his observa-
Franklin’s mayor and aldermen are ex-
| forward-looking, hard working, thor-
_gonscientious public servants, They do not
20 work far into the night, when necessary,
r attitude is consistently that of men deeply
i in the community’'s welfare.

e of who would work cheapest, in
other public position, should not
couis«ltion. Generallg speak-

jis or any

g s, if the salaries. were'
‘lowef. P

Remarking on the heavy responsibility that rests
upon members of the county board of education,

" this column early in March expressed the hope that

the voters in the May 27 primary would be given a
widé choice of candidates from which to select the
five to serve on this important board.

The voters will have a wide choice—there are 11
candidates entered in the Democratic primary—
from which to make their selections, The 11 are C.
Gordon Moore, Fred A. Edwards, J. F. Browning,
Walter Gibson, and Bob Sloan, members of the
present board, T. T. Love, J. C. Sorrells, Charles
W. Nolen, Robert B. DuPree, Mrs. Betty Leach
Alexander, and Ray E. Norton,

At the same time certain qualifications for mem- .

bership were suggested ; ,

‘That the board should contain at least one mem-
ber who has a child or children attending the pub-
lic schools of the county—none of the present board
has; that it should contain at least one woman—all
the present members are men; and that it would be
desirable for the membership to be geographically
distributed over the county—three of the five mem-
bers of the present board live in Franklin township.

As the primary nears, it is interesting .to check
the candidate list against those general qualifica-
tions.

Of the 11 in the race, four—Mr. Nelen, Mr. Sor-
rells, Mrs., Alexander, and Mr. Norton—have chil-
dren in this county’s schools. (Mr. Love, it is under-
stood, has a school-age child who attends school in
Swain county.)

Of the 11, one— Mrs. Alexander—is a woman.

And the residences of the 11 are widely distributed.
Mr. Moore, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Sloan, and Mrs. Alex-

ander live in Franklin township; Mr. Edwards, Mr.

Norton, and Mr. DuPree in Highlands ; Mr. Brown-
ing and Mr. Sorrells in Cowee; Mr, Love in Nan-
tahala; and Mr. Nolen in Cartoogechaye.

A fourth and much more important qualification
is the character and attitude of the board members,
and it was suggested in that comment back in
March that “they should be men and women who
command county-wide respect. They should be per-
sons genuinely interested in education, and who
have informed, or will inform, themselves about
present-day educational problems and trends, as
well as the purely local situation,

“And they should be men and women who are
preeminently fair-minded.

“For their first and most importgnt’ job will be
the election of a county sup@rintendent, and in dis-
charging that responsibity their one and only ob-
ject should be to employ the best superintendent to
be found.

“We will not get the best superintendent available
if the board is made up of men and women who are
pledged, even in their own minds, to elect any par-
ticular person, or not to elect any particular person.

“The only way to get the best superintendent
available is to put on the board men and women
who will go into office with open minds; who will
deliberately set out to get applications from far and
near; and who will carefully study the list of ap-
plicants, and then employ the man—whether it be
the present superintendent or someone else—best
fitted to give us here in Macon County a school
system second to none.”

Which five of the 11 candidates best measure up
to that qualification is, of course, a matter that
each voter must decide for himself.

The Task And The Man

In foday’s world of the cold war and the atom
bomb, the most vital of domestic political issues is
dwarfed into insignificance by the international
crisis. For if we lose the cold war—even if we fail
to win it before it becomes a hot war—how much
of our freedoms would be left?

And under our Americn set-up, the solution of
today’s complex and terrifying international prob-
lems is the joint responsibility of the President and
the Senate.

The paramount issue, the one important issue,
therefore, before North Carolina Democrats as they
prepare to select a nominee for U. S. Senator is this
question :

Which of the candidates is best fitted to help
solve the grave international problems that face
America today? A

The names of four men will appear on the pri-
mary ballot.

Ola Ray Boyd is not considered a serious con-
tender for the nomination.

Robert R. Reynolds, former senator, is an ac-
knowledged isolationist—both his previous record
and his present words so mark him, [

And Willis Smith has heen conspicuously silent
on international problems.

The fourth candidate is Senator Frank P. Gra-
ham. What are his qualifications for the difficult
task that awaits the man North Carolina sends to
the Senate?
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Because today has its roots in yesterday, hecause
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equisite for the task a sense of t
importance of history? .
" "Hisfory is Frank* Graham's line—he taught his-

tory at the University of North Carolina before he

, became ifs president,

‘Becanse we are faced with a powerful and ruth-
less dictatorship, is not another the willingness and
ability to fight? "

Frank Graham has been fighting all his life. And .
those who have opposed him in the North Carolina
general assembly, where he frequently has battled
for things he considered vital to the University, will
testify as to how effective a fighter he is. If he has
ever feared any thing or any body, his enemied have
failéd to point out the instance.

But because it is so important that we win the
cold war before it becomes a shooting war, surely
we need, too, a man who is a negotiator and con-
ciliator, i

Frank Graham has learned to fight only after
negotiation and conciliation have failed, and he
has proved himself a past master at those arts, Time
and again, during the war, when it was essential.
that production be uninterrupted, he was successful
in bringing management and labor into agreement,
And his painstaking, patient efforts, plus his fair-
ness and tolerance, are largely responsible for the
birth, in an atmosphere of peacé and good will, of
the Republic of Indonesia, where he represented the
United Nations,

Finally, in this period of crisis and fear, it is well
to remember that the men who brought this nation
into being were men who recognized their depend-
ence upon a Supreme Being., And no sensible man
cotild face today’s terrifying international problems
without a sense of humility, a feeling of inadequacy
—none could face them calmly except those with re-
ligious convictions. ‘

Nobody could long talk with Frank Graham
without sensing his deep-seated faith in God, He
shows it, even if in no other way, by his unswerv-
ing faith in democracy, for no man could have such
faith in his fellowmen without the conviction that
within every man is a little bit of God..
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ASK EXPLANATION

Charlotte, N. C.,
May 13, 1950,

delegates
soclety served notice that here-
practices will be tolerated among members
profession in the state and that complaints
gainst any physician made In writing by his fellows or pa-

medical

tients will be Investigated.
Such notice was given when the house of
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Democratic Primary to be held °

May 27. Your support and In-
fluence will be greatly appre-

fice of sheriff, subject to the ~




